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Fournal of a Fourney in Upper-Virginia, in the 
Apalachian Mountains, and to the Natural 
Bridge. | 


K°° M the moment the French troops 
were eftablifhed in the quarters they 
occupied in Virginia, I formed the project 
of travelling into the upper parts of that 
province, where I was Glave chat I fhould 
find objets worthy of exciting the curiofity 
of a ftranger ; and faithful to the principles, 
which from my youth I had lain down, 
never to negle& feeing every country in my 
Voi. le B | power, 


inal 
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power, I burned with impatience to fet out. 


“The feafon however was unfavourable, and 


rendered travelling difficult and laborious; 
befides, Experience taught me that travel- 
ling in winter never offered the greateft 
fatisfation we can enjoy; that of feeing Na- 
ture, fuch as fhe ought to be, and of form- 
ing a juft idea of the general face of a coun- 
try; for it is eafier for the imagination to 


deprive a landfcape of the charms of fhring, 


than to cloath with them, the hideous {ke- 
leton of winter; as it is eafier to imagine 
what a beauty at eighteen may be at eighty, 
than to conceive what eighty. was at 
cighteen.—Monfieur de Rochambleau be- 
ing abfent likewife during the month of 
February, and Monfieur le Chevalier de la 
Luzerne having chofen the month of March 
to pay us a vifit, politenefs and my duty : 
obliged me to wait till April, before I could . 
begin my + s.—On the $th of that month 
I fet out with Mr, Lynch, then my Aide 


de Camp and Adjutant, now General; Mr. 
Frank Dillon, ray tecond Aide de Camp* and 


Mr. 


* Monfeur le Baron de Montefquieu went to ' 
Europe after the fiege of York, and did not return 
until the month of September following. | 
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Mr. le Chevalier d’Oyré of the engineers : 
fix fervants and a led horfe compofed our 
train; fo that our little carravan confifted 
of four mafters, fix fervants, and eleven 
horfes.' I regulated my journey by the 
fpring, and gave it time fufficient to pre- 
cede us. For though in the 37th’ degree 
of latitude, one might expect to find it in 
the month of April, I faw no trace of it in 
the wood through which we pafled; the 
verdure being hardly difcoverable on the 
thorns, the fun notwithftanding was very 
ardent, and I regretted to find fummer in 
the heavens, whilft the earth afforded not 
the {malleft appearance of the fpring. The 
eighteen miles through which we pafled, 
before we baited our horfes at Bird’s tavern, 
were fufficiently known to me, for it was 
the fame road I travelled laft fummer in 
coming from Williamfburgh. The re- 
maining fixteen, which complgated our days 
work and brought us to New-Kent-Court- 
Houfe, offered nothing ‘curious, all I learnt 
by a converfation with Mr. Bird was, that 
he had been pillaged by the Englifh when 
they pafled his houfe in their march to 
Wefover, in purfuit of Monfieur de ia 
B 2 a MAb es 
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Fayette, and in returning to Williamfbürgh; 
after endéavouring in vain to come up with 
him, It was comparatively nothing to fee 
their fruits, fowls and cattle ‘carried away: 
by the light troops which formed the van- 
guard, * the army collected what the vans 

guard 


rad 


* It is with great reluétance that truth compels 
me to confirm the horrid depredations committed by 
the Englifh army in their progrefs through many 
parts of America. Much has been faid on this fub- 
je, both in and out of parliament, but I am forry 
to fay, that future hiftorians of this unhappy war, 
will find the fact too well eftablifhed to refufe a deci- 
five verdiét. Happy if the refult may tend hence- 
forth to alleviate the miferies of mankind, and mi- 
tigate the horrors of a civil conteft. The wife of 
an Englifhman, one of the principal merchants of 
Philadelphia, having retired with her family to the - 
neighbourhood of Mountholfy in the Jerfeys, affur- 
ed me, that fhe fouhd the country in general well af- 
fected to the Englifh, until the arrival of their army, 
whofe indifcriminate and wanton enormities foon 
alienated their moft zealous friends, for even the 
officers were contañinatèd with the infatiable fpirit of 
revenge and plunder. Amongft various anecdotes, 
fhe related to me the circumftance of the cruel treat- 
ment of a lady of her acquaintance, who was devot- 
ed to the Britifh intereft, and gave up her houfe 
with exultation to fome officers of Clinton’s army in 
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had left, even the officers feized the rum, 
and all kinds of provifions, without pay- 
ing a farthing for them; this hurricane 
which deftroyed every thing in its paflage, 
_ was followed by a fcourge yet more terrible, 
a numerous rabble, under the title of Re- 
| fugees and Loyalifts, followed the army, not 
to aflift in the field, but to partake of the 
| Brae Em plunder,’ 


_ their retreat from Philadelphia. But not only was 
her zeal repaid with infult and her own houfe plun- 
dered; fhe. had the mortification to fee it made 
the receptacle of the pillage of her poorer neigh- 
bours. Obferving fome of the officers make frequent 
excurfions, and return, followed by foldiers, laden 
with various: articles, fhe had at length the curiofity 
to pafs into the garden, and looking through the 
: window, faw four of them, and the Chaplain, empty- 
ing a fack containing ftockings, fhirts, fhifts, coun- 
-terpanes, fheets, fpoons, and women’s trinkets. The 
booty was regularly fhared, and the diftribution of 
thefe unhallowed fpoils, to her utter aftonifhment 
and horror, was no other than the minifter of virtue 
d religion. The detail of this war is a hiftory 
| fuch iniquity : was.it poffible therefore to expect 
a more favourable termination of it, either on the 
principle of a Divine Providence, or of human 
condu@? TRANSLATOR. 
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plunder ** The furniture and cloaths 6f 
the inhabitants wére ‘in general! the fole 
cay 
! Lol ur 
* The Hasan no ere no more merituündif- 
criminate cenfure than any other body of men ; the 
Tranflator, who thinks he underftands the true prin- 
ciples of liberty, for which he has ever been a zea- 
lous and unfhaken advocate, admits however,’ and 
admires the virtue, honour, and fteadfaft attachment 
of many illuftrious individuals to a caufe, directly 
deftru€tive of his own wifhes; but with every fair 
allowance for the violence infeparable from civil con- 
tefts, he cannot help bearing his teftimony to the 
wanton outrages committed by an unprincipled ban- 
- ditti who attached themfelves to the royal caufe, and 
branded it with ruin and difgrace. The root of this 
evil originated in the Board of Loyali ifts eftablifhed 
by Lord George Germain at the inftigation of fkulk- 
ing Refugees, who flying themfelves, from the 
{cené of danger, took up their refidence in London, 
and were in the inceftant purfuit of perfonal and inte- 
refted vengeance. He does not affert that their couns 
cils loft America, but it is now paft doubt, that they 
formed a ftrong fecondary caufe of precipitating that 
event,.and of embittering the feparation. Genera 
Clinton, the whole army at New- York, can wi 
nefs the infolence and indire& manaces of this 
incorporated rabble of marauders, in the affair 
of Captain Huddy, and the fubfequent claim of 
the Congrefs. Had the war continued, this im- 
perium in imperio muft have been attended with the 
moft fatal confequences ; ; this illiberal narrow mind- 
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| booty left to fatisfy their avidity ; after they 
had emptied the houfes, they ftript the pro- 
prietors ; and Mr. Bird, repeated with in- 


dignation, that they had taken from him 


by force, the very boots from off his legs. 
In my way hither I had the fatisfaction 
however of recalling to mind the firit pu- 
nifhment inflicted on thefe robbers. Six 
miles from Williamfburgh I paffed near a 
_ place where two crofs roads interfecting 
each other, leave, an open fpace; one 
leading: to Williamfburgh, the other to 
Fames-town. On the 25th of June, Mon- 
fieur de la Fayette here ordered the van- 
guard to attack that of Lord Cornwallis ; 
Sincoé, who commanded it, was left behind 
to colle& the cattle, whilf Lord Cornwal- 
‘lis was encamping at Williamfburgh, where 
he arrived the preceding evening. .Mon- 
fieur.de la Fayette’s cavalry with fome in- 
fantry mounted behind them, arrived foon 


ed fet of men, became the {pies | ‘and cenfors of Bri- 
tüfh policy, and. Britifh conduét, and the comman- 
der in Chief himfelf, was ftruck with horror at 
their unenlightened, blood- -thirfty. tribunal. 
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enough to force Sincoe to an engagement, 
and was foon after joined by the reft of the 
American light ‘infantry... Simcoe, fought 
with difadvantage, till Lord Cornwallis 
marching to his afliflance, the Americans 
retired, after having killed or wounded.near 
150 men, with the lofs only of feven..or 
eight... Colonel Burler, an American officer, 
who commanded a battalion of light in 
fantry, and Colonel Ga/van * a French of- 
ficer, who commanded another, diftinguiths © 
ed themfelves very much on this occafion, 
The recollection of this event, the prefage 
of that fuccefs which crowned our cam- 
paign, employed my thoughts fo much the 
more agreeably the whole evening, as. we 
had taken up our lodgings in a good inn, 
where we were ferved with an excellent fup- 
per, compofed chiefly of fturgeon, and I 
had two kinds of fith, at leaft as good in 
Virginia as in Europe, but which make 
theirl@ppearance only in the fpring, 
The next morning I had an ctioymen 
of another kind. I rofe with the fun, and © 
nao. 3 whilft 


* The fame who afterwards fhot himfelf at Phi- 
Jadélphia. See notes to 1ft vol.  TRANSLATORe 
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whilft breakfaft was preparing, took’ a walk 
round the houfe; the birds’ were heard on 
every fide,’ but my attention was chiefly at- 
tracted by a very agreeable fong, which ap- 
peared to proceed from a neighbouring-tree. 
I approached foftly, and perceived it to be 
a mocking bird, faluting the rifing fun. 
At firft Il was afraid of frightening it, but 
my prefence on the contrary gave it pleafure, 
for apparently delighted ‘at having an audi- 
tor, it fung better than before, and its emu- 
lation feemed to increafe, when it perceiv- 
ed a couple of dogs, which followed me, 
draw near to the tree on which it was 
perched. It kept hopping inceffantly from 
branch to branch, ftill continuing its fong, 
for this extraordinary bird is not lefs re. 
markable for its agility; than its charming 
notes; it keeps perpetually rifing and 
finking, fo as to appear not lefs the fa- 
vourite of Terpfichore, than Polihymnia, 
This bird cannot certainly be reprétiched 
- with fatiguing its auditors, for nothing can 
be more varied’ than its fong, of which it 
is impoflible to give an imitation, or even 
to furnith ; any adequate idea. As it had 

orgs ee parte every 
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every reafon to be contented with my at- 
tention, it concealed from me no one of its 
talents; and one would have thought, that 
after having delighted me with a concert, 
it was defirous of entertaining me with a 
comedy. It began to counterfeit different 
birds; thofe which it imitated the moft na- 
turally, at leaft to a ftranger, were the jay, 
the raven, the cardinal, and the lapwing. * 
It appeared defirous of retaining me near it, 
for after having liftened, for a quarter of 
an hour, on my return to the houfe, it fol- 
lowed me, flying from tree to tree, always 
finging, fometimes its natural :fong, at 
others, thofe which it had learned in Vir- 
ginia, and in its travels; for this bird is 
one of thofe which change climate, altho’ 
it fometimes appears here during the win- 
ter. As the next day’s journey was to be 
longer than that of the preceding one, we left 
New. Kent-Court-Houfe before eight o’clock 


and. 


* Or rather the painted plover, which is the lap- 
wing of America. It differs from ours, by its plum- 
age, mixt with grey, white and yellow gilt ; it differs 
alfo a little in its fong, but it has the {hape and man- 
ners, and is abfolutely the fame fpecies. 
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and rode twenty miles to Newea/ile, where 
I refolved to give our horfes two hours’ re- 
pofe ; the road was not fo level as that we 
had travelled the day before, and was render- 
ed more agreeable by being diverliñed with 
fome little hillocks. From thé top of them 
you had a view to the diftanceé of {ome miles, 
and at times one might preceive Pamunkey 
River, which runs at the bottom ‘of à 
deep valley, covered with wood. As you 
approach Newcaftle, the country becomes 
more gay. This little capital of a {mall 
diftri&, contains : twenty-five or thirty 
houfes, fome of which are pretty enough. | 
When our horfes were repofed, and thé 
heat already troublefome in the middle of 
the day, was a little abated, We continued 
our journey, that we might arrive, before 
dark, at Hanover-Court-Houfe, from which 
we were yet fixteen miles. The country 
through which we pafféd is one of the 
fineft of lower Virginia. There are many 
well cultivated eftates, and handfome hoafes; 
amoneft others, one belonging to Mr. ones, 
fituated near the road, two miles from New- 
faftle, of avery clegant appearance, which, 
we were informed, was furnithed with in- 

| finite 


42 PORAANVIERLIS © TENN) 
finite tafte, and what is {till more üuncom- 
mon in America, that it was embellifhed 
with a garden; laid out in the Englifh 
ftyle*. It is even pretended, that this kind 
of park, through which the river flows, — 
yields not in beauty to thofe, the model of 
which the French have received from Eng- 
land, and are now imitating with fuch fuc- 
eels +. 
The 


* The Author has fince feen this garden, which 
anfwers the defcription given, and is Mr: very 
elegant. 


+ The gardens I have hitherto feen in France pro- 
feffedly laid out on the Englifh model, are with great 
deference to the Author, but very wnfucce/sful imi~ 
zations of the Englifh ftyle; thofe of the Comte de 
Artois at Bagatelle, and of the Duke of Orleans at 
Mouffeaux near Paris, are indeed no imperfeét imi- 
tations of Afr. Sterling’s in the comedy of the Clan- 
deftine Marriage, of the Spaniard’s at Hampftead, of | 
Bagnigge-wells, ora Common Council-man’s re- 
treat upon the Wandfworth road. They prefent a 
fantaftic, and crouded groupe of Chinefe pagodas, 
gothic ruins, immoveable windmills, molehill- 
mounts, thirty grafs patches, dry bridges, pigmy fer- 
pentines, cocklefhell cafcades, and ftagnant duck- 
pools. The gardens of the Thuilleries and Marly, 
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“Three miles from: Hanover, -there: are 
two roads, ‘that. which we were to follow 
winds a little towards the north, and ap- 
| proaches the Pamunkey. - We arrived. be- 
fore funfet and alighted at a tolerable hand- 
fomeinn ; a very large faloon and a cover- 
ed portico, are deftined to receive the com- 
pany who aflemble every three months. at 
the Court-boufe, either on private or pub- 
lic affairs. This afylum is the more ne- 
ceffary, as there are no other houfes in the 
neighbourhood. Travellers make ufe of 
thefe eftablifhments, which are indifpenfable 
in a country fo thinly inhabited, that the 
houfes are oftenat the diftance of twoorthree 
miles from each other. Care is generally 
_ taken to place the Court-houfe in the cen- 
ter of the county. As there are a great 
many counties in Virginia, they are feldom 
more than fix or feven leagues diameter ; 


thus every man can return home after he has 


 finifhed his affairs. 
The 


.with all their undifguifed, artificial labours, are at 
leaft noble, magnificent, and ufeful; their terraces 
are grand, and their lofty Berceaus beautiful, and 
well adapted to the climate. | 

| | TRANSLATOR. 
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* The county of Hanover, as well as that 
of New-Kent, had ftill reafon to remember 
the paflage of the Englith. Mr. Tilghman, 
our landlord, though he lamented his mis= 
fortune in having lodged and boarded Lord ‘ 
Cornwallis and his retinue, without his 
Lordfhip’s having made him the leaft re- 
compenfe, could not yet help laughing at 
‘the fright which the unexpected arrival of 
Tarleton fpread amongft a confiderable 
number of gentlemen, who had come to 
hear the news, and were affembled in the 
Court-houfe. A negro on horfeback came — 
full gallop, to let them know that Tarleton 
was not above three miles off. ‘The refo- 
. lution of retreating was foon taken, but the 
alarm was fo fudden, and the confufion fo 
| great, that every one mounted the firft horfe 
he could find, fo that few of thofe curious 
gentlemen returned upon their own horfes. 
The Englith, who came from Weftover, had 
pañled the Chilkahominy at Button’s-bridge, 
and direéted their march towards the South 
Anna, which Mr. de la Fayette had put be- . 
tween them and himfelf, | 


Mr. 
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Mr. Tilghman having had time to 
renew his: provifions fince the retreat of 
Lord Cornwallis, we fupped very well, 
and had the company of Mr. Lee, brother 
to Colonel Henry Lee * ; who long com- 
manded a legion, and often diftinguifhed 
himfelf, particularly in Carolina + We 

{et 


* Colonel Harry Lee is a fmart, aétive young 
man, firft coufin to Mr. Arthur Lee, and Mr. Wil- 
liam Lee, late Alderman of London. He rendered 
very effential fervices to his country, particularly in 
the fouthern war. His corps was mounted on re-. 
markably fine, high-priced horfes, moftly half blood 
Englifh ftallions, and officered principally by his own 
family and relations. Had the war continued, ‘there 
is every reafon to-belicve that the American cavalry 
would have taken fome confiftence, and have be- 
- come very formidable in the field; Mr. Tarleton re- 
ceived many fevere checks in his exploits from the 
corps under Colonel Wafhington, and that of . 
Colonel Harry Lee. Towards the clofe of the 
war, he had to encounter an enemy very. different 
from flying militia, and fcattered bodies of broken, 
half difciplined infantry, of whom flaughter may be | 
fervice, but conqueft no-honour. TRANSLATOR. 

+ Lord Cornwallis was unqueftionably the En- 
glifh General whofe courage, talents and, aétivity, 
occafioned the greateft lofs to the Americans ; it is 
not aftonifhing therefore he fhould not have infpir- 
ed them with fentiments fimilar to thofe of his own 


[ 


‘xb TRAVELS IN 

fet oùt at nine the next morning, after hay- 
ing break fafted much better than our horfes; 
which had nothing but oats, the country 
being fo deftitute of forage, that it was not 
poffible to find a trufs of hay, or a few 
leaves of Indian corn, though we had 
fought for it for two miles round. Three 
tiles and a half from Hanover we crofled 
the South Anna on a wooden bridge. I 

- obferved 


“troops, whofe attachment, and admiration of his 
character, were unbounded. Yet they never accuf- 
ed him of rapine, nor even of interefted views, and 
the complaints of Mr. Tilghman only prove the fad 

.confequences of a war, in the courfe of which the 

ÆEnglifh fuffered more from want, in the midft of 
their fuccefs, than in their difafters ; the former car- 
rying them far from the fleet, and the latter oblig- 
ing them to approach it. But the moft painful of 
thefe confequences was the neceffity which com- 

_ pelled a.man of my Lord Cornwallis’s birth and cha- 
racter, to condua, rather than command, anumerous 
band of traitors and robbers, which Englifh policy 
decorated with the name of Loyaliffs. This rabble 
preceded the troops in plunder, taking fpecial care 
never to follow them in danger. The progrefs 
was marked by fire, devaftation, and outrages 
of every kind; they ravaged fome part of America 

stis true, but ruined England, by infpiring her ene- 
mies with an irreconcileable hatred. 
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6bferved that the river was deeply embanks 
€d, and from the nature of the foil conclud- 
ed it was the fame during a great part of its 
courfe: it appears to me therefore that. 
would have been a good defence, if Mon- 
fieur de la Fayette, who pañed it higher up; 
had arrived in time to deftroy the bridge: 
On the left fide of the river the ground rifes; . 
and you mount a pretty high hill, the coun- . 
try is barren, and we travelled almoft al: 
ways in the woods, till one o'clock, wher 
we arrived at Offy, and alighted at Ge 
neral Nelfon’s, formerly Governor, of Vir- 
ginia. I had got acquainted with him dur- 
ing the expedition to York, at which cris 
tical moment he was ‘Governor; and con: 
ducted himfelf with the courage of a brave 
foldier, and the zeal of a good citizen. At 
the time when the Englifh armies were car- 
rying defolation into the heart of hjs coun- 
try, and our troops arrived unexpectedly to 
fuccour and revenge it, he was compelled to 
exert every méans, and to call forth every 
poflible refource, to affift Monfieur de la 
Fayette to make fome refiftance ; and fur- 
nith General Wathington with horfes, car- 
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riages, and provifions; but I am forry to 
add, what will do but little honour to Vir- 
ginia, that the only recompenfe of his la- 
bours was the hatred of a great part of his 
fellow citizens. At the firft aflembly of 
the province, Held after the campaign, he 
experienced from them neither the fatisfac- 
_tion he had a right to expect, at being freed 
from fervitude, nor that emulation which is 
the general confequence of fuccefs; but in- 
ftead of thefe fentiments, fo natural in fuch 
circumftances, a general difcontent, arifing 
from the neceflity under which he had of- 
ten laboured,: of prefling their horfes, car- 
riages and forage. Thofe laws andcuftoms 
which wouid have ceafed to exift by the 
conqueft of the province, were put in force 
againft its defender, and General Nelfon, 
worn out at length by the fatigues of the 
campaign, but ftill more by the ingratitude 
of his fellow citizens, refigned the place of 
Governor, which he had held for fix. 
months, but not without enjoying the fa- 
tisfaétion of juftifying his condu&, and of 
feeing his countrymen pardon the momen- 
tary injuries he had done their laws, by en- 

deavouring 
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deavouring to fave the ftate. If to the cha- 
racter I have juft given of General Nelfon, 
I fhould add, that he is a good and gallant 
man, in every poffible fituation of life, and 
has ever behaved with the utmoft politenefs 
to the French, you will be furprized that 
I fhould go to vifit him in his abfence; like 
Mathwin in the comedy of Rofe and Colas, 
for though I knew he was not at home, as 
I had metihim near Williamfburgh, where 
he was detained by public bufinefs, the 
vifit Lintended to pay him formed a part of 
my journey I undertook—befides that I was 
defirous of feeing his family, particularly 
his younger brother, Mr. William Nelfon, 
with: whom I was intimately connected at 
Williamfburgh, where he pafied the greateft . 
part of the winter. Offy is far from cor: 
refponding with the riches of General Nel- 
fon, or with his high confideration in Vir- 
ginia; it is but a moderate plantation, 
where he has contented himfelf with erect= © 
ing fuch buildings as are neceflary for the 
improvement of his lands, and for the ha- 

bitation of his overfeers; his general refi- 
: dence i is at York, but that he was obliged to 
aw | abandon: 


20 (TR A Vib A & FEN 
abandon: and Offly being beyond the South 
Anna, and fituated far back in the country, 
he thought that this lonely houfé would be 
at leaft a fafe retreat for his family ; it was 
not fecure however from the vifits of Lord 
Cornwallis, who, in his peregrinations thro’ 
Virginia, advanced even fo far, though 
without doing much mifchief. In the ab: 
fence of the General, his mother and wife 
received us with all the politenefs, eafe, 
and cordiality natural te his family. 
But as in America ‘the ladies are fever 
thought fufficient to do the honors of the 
houfe, five or fix Nelfons were affembled 
to receive us; amongft others, the Secretary 
Nelfon, uncle to the General, with his 
two fons, and two of the General’s bro- 
thers. Thefe young men were all married, 
and feveral of them were accompanied by 
their wives. and children; all called Nelfon, 
and diftinguifhed only by their chriftian 
names *, fo that during thetwo days which 
I pafled in this truly patriarchal houfe, it 
| | | | was 
_# The French in general affume the furname, by 
which they chufe-to be diftinguifhed in the world, 
fo that. the mame which, with us, is a real bond 
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was impoflible for me to find out their de- 
grees of relationfhip. When | fay that 
we pafled two days im this houfe, it may 
be underftoed in the moft literal fenfe, for 


the weather was fo bad, there was no pof- 


fibility of ftirring out. The houfe being 


neither convenient: nor fpacious, company — 


affembled either in the parlour or faloon, 
efpecially the men, from the hour of break- 
faft, to that of bed-time, but the conver- 
fation was always agreeable and well fup- 
ported. If you were defirous of diverfify- 
ing the fcene, there were fome good French 


and Englith authors at hand. An excel- 


lent breakfaft at nine in the morning, a 
fumptuous dinner at two o'clock, tea and 
punch in the afternoon, and an elegant 
little fupper, divided the day moft happily, 
for thofe whofe ftomachs were never un- 
prepared. It is worth obferving, that on 


this occafion, where fifteen or twenty people, 


{four of whom were ftrangers to the family 

x 2 | or 
of affe€tion, is foon loft with them. T was long ac- 
quainted with four brothers in France, without 


knowing sd were related to each other. _ 
TRANSLATOR, 
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or country) were aflembled together, ‘arid 
by bad weather forced to ftay within doors, 
not a fyllable was mentioned about ‘play. 
How many parties of #rifrac, whi ify and 
Jotto would with us have been the confe- 
quence of fuch obftinate bad weather ?- Per- 
haps too, fome more rational amufements 
might have varied the fcene agreeably; but . 
in America, mufick, drawing, public read- 
ing, and the work of the ladies, are re- 
fources as yet unknown, though it is to be 
hoped they will not long neglect to cultivate 
them; for nothing but fludy was wanting to 
a young Mifs Tolliver who fung fome airs, 
the words of which were Englith, and the 
mufic Italian. Her charming voice, and the 
artlefs fimplicity of her finging, were a fub- 
ftitute for tafte, if not tafte itfelf; that na- 
tural tafte, always fure, when confined > 
within juft limits, and when timid in its 
weaknefs, it has not been altered, or fpoil- 
ed by falfe precepts and bad examples. 
Mifs Tolliver has attended her fifter, Mrs. 
William Nelfon, to Offy, who had juft 
mifcarried, and kept her bed. She was 
Bergh up in the middle of the us 
er 
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hér father, a great fox hunter, confequent- 
ly could have learned to fing from the birds 
only, in the neighbourhood, when the 
howling of the dogs permitted her to hear 
them. She is an agreeable figure, as well 
as Mrs. Nelfon her fifter, tho’ lefs pretty 
than a third daughter, who remained with 
her father.. Thefe young ladies came often 
to Williamfburgh to attend the balls, where 
they appeared as well drefled as the ladies 
of the town, and always remarkable for 
their decency of behaviour. The young 
military gentlemen, on the other hand, had 
conceived a great affection for Mr. Tolliver 
their father, and took the trouble fometimes 
to ride over to breakfaft and talk with him 
of the chace. The young ladies, who ap- 
peared from time to time, never interrupted 
the converfation. Thefe pretty nymphs 
more timid and wild than thofe of Dianna, 
though they did not condu& the chace, in- 
{pired the tafte for it into the youth: they 
knew however how to defend themfelves 
from fox-hunters, without deftroying, by 
their arrows, thofe who had the prefump- 3 
tion to look at them, 


_ After 
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After thislittle digreffion, which requires 
fome indulgence, I fhould be at a lofs for a 
tranfition to an old magiftrate, whofe white 
locks, noble figure, and flature, which was 
above the common fize, commanded refpeét 
and veneration. Secretary Nelfon, to whom 
this character belongs, owes this title to 
the place he occupied under the Englifh 
Government. In Virginia the Secretary, 
whofe office it was to preferve the regifters 
of all public a&ts, was, by his place, a mem- 
ber of the council, of which the Governor 
was the chief. Mr. Nelfon, who held this 
office for thirty years, faw the morning of 
that bright day which began to fhine upon 
his country; he faw too the ftorms arife 
which threatened its deftruétion, though he 
neither endeavoured to-colleét, or to fo- 
ment them, 

Too far advanced i in age to defire a revo- 
lution, too prudent to check this great 
event, if neceflary, and too faithful to his 
countrymen to feparate his interefts from 
theirs, he chofe the crifis of this alteration, 
to retire from public affairs. Thus did he | 
ppportynely quit the theatre, when new 

pieces 
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pieces demanded frefh actors, and took his 
feat among the fpectators, content to offer 
up his wifhes for the fuccefs of the Drama, 


and to applaud thofe who acted well their 
part. But in the laftcampaign, chance pro-. 


duced him on the fcene, and made him un. 
fortunately famous. He lived at Yoré, 

where he had built a very handfome houfe, 
from which neither European tafte nor lux- 
ury was excluded; a chimney-piece and 
fome bafs reliefs of very fine marble, ex- 
quifitely fculptured, were particularly ad- 
mired, when fate conducted Lord Corn- 
wallis to this town to be difarmed, as well 
as his till then victorious troops.. Secre- 
tary Nelfon did not think it neceffary to fly 
from the Englifh, to whom his condué& 
could not have made him difagreeable, nor 
have furnifhed any juft motive of fufpicion. 
He was well received by the General, wha 
eftablifhed his head-quarters in his houfe, 
which was built on an eminence, near the 
moft important fortifications, and in the 


moft agreeable fituation of the town. It 


was the: firft objet which ftruck the fight 
as you approached the town, but in- 
ftead 
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ftead of travellers, it foon drew the atten- 
tion of our bombardiers and cannoniers, 
and was almoft entirely deftroyed. Mr. 
Nelfon lived in it at the time our batteriés 
tried their firft fhot and killed one of his 
negroes at a little diftance from him; fo 
that Lord Cornwallis was foon obliged to 
feck another afylum. But what afylum 
could be found for an old man, deprived 
of the ufe of his legs by the gout? But, 
above all, what afylum could defend him 
againft the cruel anguifh a father muft feel 
at being ‘befieged by his own children ; for 
he had two in the American army. So that 
every fhot, whether fired from the town, or. 
from the trenches, might prove equally fatal 
to him; I was witnefs to the cruel anxiety 
of one of thefe young men, when after the 
flag was fent to demand his father, he kept 
his eyes fixed upon the gate of the town, 
by which it was to come out, and feemed to 
À “éxpe® his own fentence in the anfwer, 
“Lord Cornwallis had ‘too much humanity 
to réfufe à requeft fo juft, nor can I recol- 
Jee; without emotion, the moment in which 


I faw 
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T'faw this old’ gentleman alight at General 
Wafhington’s. He was feated, the fit of the 
‘gout not having yet left him; and whilft 
we ftood around him, he related to us, with 
a ferene countenance, what had been the 
effet of our batteries, and how much his 
houfe had fuffered from the firft fhot. 

The tranquillity which has fucceeded 
thefe unhappy times, bygiving'him leifure 
to reflect upon his loffes, has not embittered 
the recolle@tion ; he lives happily in one of 
his plantations, where, in lefs than fix hours, 
he can aflemble thirty of his children, 
grand children, nephews, nieces, &c. a< 
mounting in all to feventy, the whole in- 
habiting Virginia. The rapid increafe of 
his own family juftifies what he told me 
of the population in general, of which, from 
the offices he has held all his life, he mutt 
have it in his power to form a very accurate 
judgment. In 1742 the people /ulject. to 
pay taxes in the State of Virginia, that is to 
fay, the white males above fixteen, and the 
male and female blacks of the fame agé, 
‘amounted only to the number of 63,000 ; 


by 
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by his account they now exceed 160,000 *. 
: After pañling two days very agreeably 

with, this interefting family, we left them 
the 12th at ten in the morning, accom- 
panied by the Secretary, and five or fix o- 
ther Nelfons, who condu€ted us to Lit- 
tle River Bridge, a {mall creek. on the road 
about five miles from Offly. There 
we feparated, and having rode about 
eleven miles further through woods, and 
over a barren country, we arrived at one 
o'clock at Wilks’s inn or ordinary; for the . 
inns which in the other provinces of Ame- 
rica ate known by the name of taverns, or 
public-houfes, are in Virginia called ordi- 
naries. - This confifted of a little houfe 
placed in a folitary fituation in the middle 
of the woods, notwithftanding which we 
there found a great deal of company, 
As foon as: I alighted, I enquired what 
might, be the -reafon of this: numer- 
ous aflembly, and was informed it was a 
cock-match.. This diverfion is much in 
fafhion 


* This calculation is much below that given by 
other writers, and 1 have reafon to believe that it is 
confiderably below the mark, _TRANSLATOR: 
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 fafhion in Virginia, where the Englith cuf 
toms aré more prevalent than in the reft of 
America. When the principal promoters 
of this diverfion, propofe to watch their 
champions, they take great care to announce 
it to the public, and although there are 
neither pofts, nor regular conveyances, this 
important news fpreads with fuch facility 
that the planters for thirty or forty miles 
round, attend, fome with cocks, but all 
with money for betting, which is fometimes 
very confiderable. They are obliged to 
bring their own provifions; as fo many 
people with good appetites could not pof- 
fibly be fupplied with them at the inn. 
As for lodgings, one large room for the 
whole company, with a blanket for each 
individual, is. fufficient for. fuch hearty 
countrymen, who. are not mofe delicate 
about the conveniencies of life, than the 

choice of their amufements. : | 
Whilft our horfes were feeding, .we had 
an opportunity of feeing a battle. The 
preparation took up a great deal of time; 
they arm their cocks with long fteel. {purs, 
very fharp, and cut off a part of their fea- 
. thers; 
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thers, as if they meant to deprive them of 
their armour. The ftakes were very con- 
fiderable ; the money of the parties was de- 
pofited in the hands of one of the principal 
perfons, and I felt a fecret. pleafure in ob- 
ferving that it was chiefly French *.. I 

~ know 


* The prodigious quantity of French money - 
brought into America by their fleets and armies, and 
the loans made to Congrefs, together with the vaft 
return of dollars from the Hayannah, and the Spa- — 
nifh, Portugueze and Englifh gold which found its 
way into the country from the Britifh lines, render- 
ed fpecie very plentiful towards the conclufion of 
the war; and the arrival of the army of the Comte 
de Rochambeau was particularly opportune, as it 
happened at the very diftrefling crifis of the death of 
the paper currency. The French money alone in 
circulation in the United States, in the year 1782 
was eftimated after very accurate calculations, at 
thirty-five millions of livres, or near a million and 
a half fterling. Although it is impoffible to afcer- 
tain with any degree of precifion the quantity of 
Brtifh money circulating in the revolted part of the 
continent, under the forms of Spanifh, Portugal, and 
Englifh coin, yet fome general idea may be enter- 
tained that the quantity was very confiderable, from 
the following extract from the /feventh report of the 
commiffioners of public accounts, ** We obtained by re- 
‘‘ guifition from the office of the Paymafter General 
€ of the forces, an account of the money iflued ta 
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know not which : is the moft aftonifhing, 
the infipidity of fuch diverfion, or the ftu- 
pid 


‘© Meffrs. Hartley and Drummond, purfuant to his 
6 Majefty’s warrants, for the extraordinary fervices 
‘ of his Majefty’s forces ferving in North America 
<¢ from the 1ft of January 1776, to the 31/7 of De- 
“6 cember 1781. This fam amounts to 10,08 3,86 31. 
<< os, 6d.”—There are two ways by which this 
‘ money goes from thefe remitters into the hands 
‘6 of their agents : the one is by bills drawn by them 
‘¢ on the remitters, which bills; they receive the va- — 
# lue for in America, and the remitters difcharge 
‘¢ when prefented to themin London; the other is 
“¢ by fending out adiual cafh, whenever it becomes 
‘ neceflary to fupport the exchange, by increafing 
‘6 the quantity of current cafh in the hands of the 
‘6 agents.’ —Now the votes of Parliament will fhew 
the reader, the vaft fums annually granted to Mefirs. 
Hartley and Drummond, for the fpecific purpofe of 
purchafing Spanifh and Portugal gold alone, to fup- 
ply ‘‘ this quantity of current cafh.’’ Befides the 
vaft exportation of Englifh guineas 3 nor is it to be 
doubted that a great proportion of this fupply found 
its way into the heart of the United States, in re- 
turn for provifions, in payment of their captive ar- 
mies, &c. &c. The Britifh navy too is not includ- 
ed inthis eftimate. Great fums ’tis true returned to 
Britain dire&tly or indire@ly for goods, &c. but 
much fpecie remained inconteftably in the country. 
With refpeét to the Spanifh dollars from the Ha- 
vanah and the Weft Indies, no juft calculation can 
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pid intereft with which it animates the 
parties. This paflion appears almoft innate 
amongft the Englifh, for the Virginians are 
yet Englifh in many refpects. Whilft the 
interefted parties animated the cocks to 
battle, a child of fifteen, who was near mé; 
kept leaping for joy, and crying, Oh! itis 
a charming diverfion. | 
We had yet feven or eight and twenty 
miles to ride, tothe only inn where it was 
poffible to ftop, before we reached Mr. Jefa 
ferfon’s ; for Mr. de Rochambeau, who had 
travelled the fame road but two months be« 
fore, cautioned me againft fleeping at 
Louifa Court-boufe, as the worft lodging he 
had found in all America. This public- 
houfe is fixteen miles from Willis’s. or- 
dinary. As he had given me a very forci- 
ble defcription not only of the houfe, but 
| of 


_ be formed, but the amount muft have been very 
confiderable, as they appeared to me to circulate in 
the proportion of at leaft three or four to one of all 
the other’coined fpecie. = When the Tranflator add« 
ed this note, he had not feen Lord Sheffield’s ob- 
fervations. onsthe {ubject, _In_,thefe, however, he 
thinks his lordfhip difcovers deep prejudices, mixed 
with much excellent reafoning and a great deal of 
truth. TRANSLATOR. 
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of the landlord, I had a curiofity to judge 
of it by my own experience. Under the 
pretence of enquiring for the road, there- 
fore, I went in, and obferved, that there 
was no other lodging for travellers than 
the apartment of the landlord. ‘This man, 
called fobnfon, is become fo monftroufly 
fat, that he cannot move out of his arm- 
chair. He-is a good humoured. fellow, 
whofe manners. are not very rigid, who 
loves good cheer, and all forts of pleafure, 
infomuch that at the age of fifty he has fo 
augmented his bulk, and diminifhed his 
fortune, that by two oppofite principles he 
is near feeing the termination of both; 
but all this does not in the leaft affect his 
gaiety. I found him contented in his 
arm-chair, which ferves him for a bed; 
for it would be difficult for him to lie 
down, and impoflible to rife. A ftool 
fupported his enormous legs, in which were 
large fiflures on each fide, a prelude to what 
muft foon happen to his belly.’ A large 
ham and a bowl of grog ferved him. for 
company, like a man refolved to die fur- 
rounded by his friends. He called to my | 

Vox, Il. D mind, 
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mind, in fhort, the country fpoken of by 
Rabelais, where the men order their bellies 
to be hooped to prolong their lives, and 
efpecially the Abbé, who having exhaufted 
every poflible refource, refolved to  finith 
his days by a great feaft, and invited) all 
the neighbourhood to his burffing. | 
The Mi oh was already clofed in, when 
we arrived at the houfe of Colonel Bofwell, 
a tall, ftout Scotfman, about fixty years 
of age, and who had been about forty years 
fettled in America, where, under the En- | 
glifh government, he was a Colonel’ of mi- 


litia Although he kept a kind of tavern, 


he appeared but little prepared to receive . 


ftrangers. It was already late indeed, be- 
fides that this road, which leads only to 
the mountains, is little frequented. He. 
was quietly feated near the fire, by the fide 
-of his wife, as old, and. almoft ‘as tall as 
himfelf, whom he diftinguithed by the epi- 
thet. of, ‘ honey,’ which in French cor- © 
tefponds with mon petit cœur: ‘Thefe ho- 
neft people received us cheerfully, and foon 
- called up their fervants, who were already 
| Bone to bed. Whilft they were Preparing 
PEERS, 
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fupper, we often heard them call Rof, Rofe, 
which at length brought to view the moft 
hideous negrefs I ‘ever: beheld. «Our fup- 
per was rather fcanty, but our breakfaft the 
next morning better; we had ham, butter, 
frefh eggs, and coffee by way of drink: for 
the whifkey or corn-fpirits we had in the — 
evening, mixt with water, was very bad; 
befides that we were perfe&tly reconciled to 
the American cuftom of drinking coffee 
With meat, vegetables or other food. 

We fet out the next morning at eight 
o'clock, having learned nothing in this houfe 
worthy of ‘remark, except that notwith- 
ftanding the hale and robuft appearance of 
Mr. and Mrs. Bofwell, not one of fourteen 
of their children had attained the age of ten 
years. We were now approaching a chain 
of mountains of confiderable height, called 
the South-weft mountams, becauie they are 

the firft you meet in travelling weftward, 
before’ you arrive at the chain known in 
France by the name of the Apalachians, and 
in Virginia by that of the Blue Ridge, North 
Rides, and Allegany mountains. As the 
country was much covered with woods, we - 


Da, had 
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had à view of them but very feldom; and 
travelled a long time without ‘feeing any 
habitation, at times greatly perplexed to 
choofe among the different roads, which 
croffed each other *. At laft we overtooka 
traveller who preceded us, and ferved not 
only as a guide, but by his company help- 
ed to abridge our journey. He was an 
Irifhman, + who though but lately arriv- 
| “ed 


* The difficulty of finding the road in many parts 
of America is not to be conceived except by thofe 
ftrangers who have travelled in that country. The 
roads, which are not through the woods, not being 
kept in repair, as foon as one is in bad order, ano- 
ther is made in the fame manner, that is, merely 
by felling the trees, and the whole interior parts are 
fo covered, that without a compafs it is impoffible 
to have the leaft idea of the courfe you are fteering. 
‘The diftances too are fo uncertain, as in every coun- 
try where they are not meafured, that no two ac- 
counts réfemble each other. In the back parts of Pen- 
fylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, I have frequent- 
ly travelled thirty miles for ten, though frequent- 
ly fet right by paflengers and negroes ; but the great 
communications between the large towns, through aly 
the well inhabited parts of the continent, are as prac 
ticable and eafy as in Europe. TRANSLATOR. 


4 An Irifhman, the inftant he fets foot on Amey 
rican ground becomes, ip/o faëto, an American ; this. 
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‘ed in America, had made feveral cam- 
-paigns, and received. a confiderable wound 
D 3 aad 


was uniformly the cafe during the whole of the late 
war. Whilft Englifhmen and Scotfmen were re- 
garded with jealoufy and diftruft, even with the beft 
recommendation, of zeal and attachment to their 
caufe, a native of Ireland ftood in need of no other 
certificate than his dialect; his fincerity was never 
called in queftion, he was fuppofed to have a fym- 
pathy of fuffering, and every voice decided as it were 
intuitively, in his favour. Indeed their condu& 
in the late revolution amply juftified this favourable 
opinion ; for whilft the Irifh emigrant was fighting 
the battles of America by fea and land, the Irifh 
_ merchants, particularly at Charles-Town, Baltimore 
and hiladelphia, Jaboured with indefatigable zeal, 
and. at all. hazards, to promote the fpirit of enter- 
prize, to increafe the wealth, and maintain the 
ereditof the country; their purfes were always open, 
and their perfons devoted to the common caufe. On 
more than one imminent occafion, Congrefs owed 
their exiftence, and America poffibly her preferva- 
_ tion to the fidelity and firmnefs of the Irifh. I 
had the honour of dining with the Irifh Society, 
compofed of the fteadieft whigs upon the continent, 
at the city tavern in Philadelphia, on St. Patrick’s 
day; the members wear a medallion fufpended by 
axiband,. with a very fignificant device, which has 
_efcaped my memory, but was fo applicable to the 
x American revolution, that until I was affured that it 


in his thigh by a mufquet ball; which, 
though it could never be extracted, had 
not in the leaft affected either his health 
or gaiety. He related his military exploits, 
and we enquired immediately about the 
country which he then inhabited. He ac: 
quainted us that he was fettled in North 
Carolina, upwards of eighty miles from 
Catawbaw, and were then 300 from the 
fea. Thefe new eftablifhments are fo much 
the more interefting, as by their diftance 
from all commerce, agriculture is their 
fole refource; I mean that patriarchal agri- 
culture which confifts in producing only 
what is fufficient for their own confump- 
tion, without the hope of either fale or 
barter. Thefe Colonies therefore muft ne- 

ceflarily 


fubfifted prior to that event, and had a reference 
only to the oppreffion of Ireland by her powerful 
fifter, I concluded it to be a temporary illufion, 
General Wafhington, Mr. Dickinfon and other 
leading charaéters are adopted members of this So~ | 
ciety, having been initiated by the ceremony of an 
exterior application of a whole bottle of claret pour- 
ed upon the head, and a generous libation to liberty 
and good living, of as many as the votary could 
carry off, | TRANSLATOR, 
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‘ceffarily be rendesed equal to all their wants, 
It is eafy to conceive that there is: foon no 
deficiency of food, but it is alfo neceffary 
that their flocks:and their fields fhould fur- 
nifh them with cloathing, they muft ma- 
nufature their own wool, and flax, into 
‘clothes ‘and ilinen, they muft prepare the 
hides to’ make: fhoes of them, &c. &c. * 
as to’ drink,. they are obliged to content 
themfelves with milk and water, until their 
apple-trees are large enough to bear fruit, or 
until they have been able to procure them- 
felves ftills, to diftil their grain.—In thefe 
troublefome times we fhould fcarcely ima- 
gine in Europe, that nails are the articles 
the moft wanted in thefe new colonies : 
for the axe and the faw can fupply every 
other want. They contrive however to 
erect huts, and conftruct roofs without nails, 
but the work is by this means rendered 
ranch more tedious, and in fuch circum- 

flances 


* Tt is a natural fuppofition that Ernie oe all 
forts (at leaft the moft neceflary) fhould form a part 
of every new colony, and follow their particular 
trade as the pes beneficial employment. 

| TRANSLATOR. 
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ftances. every body knows the value: of time 
and labour. It was a natural queftion to 
afk fuch a cultivator what could.bring him 
four hundred miles. from home, and we 
learned from him that he carried on. the 
trade of horfe felling, the only commerce 
of which his country was fufceptible, + 
and.by which people in the:moft eafy cir- - 
cumftances endeavoured to. augment. their 
fortunes. In fa&t thefe animals multi- 
ply very fait in a country where there ‘is 
abundant pafture; and 4s they are conduét- 
ed without any expence, by grazing on the. 
road, they become the moft commodious 
article of exportation, for a country fo far. 
from any road or commerce. : The conver- 
‘fation continued and brought. us infenfibly 
to the foot of the mountains.. On the fum- 
mit of one of them we difcovered the houfe 
of Mr. Jefferfon, which ftands pre-eminent . 
| | | in 
+ Confiderable quantities of peltry are likewife. 
_ brought from the back parts of North Carolina; and 
I have met with firings of horfes laden with that ar- 
ticle paffing:through Virginia to Philadelphia from 
the diftance.of fix hundred:miles. DC 
TRANSLATOR: 
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4n thefe retirements ; ‘it Was himfelf who 
built it'and prefetred this fituation ; for al- 
‘though he poffeffed confiderable property in 
the neighbourhood, there was nothing to 
prevent him from fixing his refidence where- 
ever ‘he thought proper. But it was a 
debt Nature owed to a philofopher and 
a man of tafte, that: in his own poffeffions 
he fhould find a fpot, where he might beft 
{tudy and enjoy her. He calls his houfe 
Monticello, (in Italian, Little Mountain) a 
very modeft title, for it is fituated upon a 
very lofty one, but which announces the 
owner’s attachment to the language of Italy; 
and above all to the fine arts, of which that 
country was the cradle, and is ftill the afy- 
lum. As T-had no further occafion for a 
guide, I feparated from the Irifhman ; and 
_after afcending by a tolerably commodious 
road, for more than half an hour, we ar- 
rived at Monticello. This houfe, of which 
Mr. Jefferfon was the architect, and often 
one of the workmen, is rather elegant, and 
in the Italian tafte, though not.without 
fault ; it confifts of one large fquare pavi- 
Jion, the entrance of which is by two por- 


ticoes 
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ticoes ornamented with pillars. The ground 
floor confifts chiefly of a very large lofty 
faloon, which is to be decorated entirely 
in the antique ftyle: above it is a library of 
the fame form, two fmall wings, with only 
a ground floor, and attic ftory, are joined 
to this pavilion, and communicate with 
the kitchen, offices, &ce. which will form 
a kind of bafement ftory over which runs 
a terrace. My object in this fhort defcrip- 
ticn is only to fhew the difference between 
this, and the other houfes of the country ; 
for we may fafely aver, that Mr. Jefferfon 
is the firft American who has coufulted 
the fine arts to know how he fhould thel- 
ter himfelf from the weather. But it is 
on himfelf alone I ought to beftow my 
time. Let me defcribe to you a man, not 
yet forty, tall, and with a mild and plea- 
fing countenance, but whofe mind and un- 
derftanding are ample fubftitutes for every 
exterior grace. An American, who with- 
out ever having quitted his own country, is 
dt once a mufician, fkilled in drawing ; a 
geometrician, an aftronomer, a natural phi- 
lofopher, legiflator, and ftatefman. A fena- 
CUT tor 
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tor of. America, who, fat for two years in 
that famous Congrefs which brought about 
the revolution; and which is never men- 
tioned without refpect, though unhappily 
not without regret: a governor of Virginia, 
who filled this, difficult {tation during the 
invafions of Arnold, of Phillips, and of Corn- 
qwallis; a philofopher, in voluntary retire- 
ment, from the world, and public bufinefs, 
‘becaufe he loves the world, inafmuch only 
as he can flatter himfelf with being ufeful 
to mankind ; and the minds of his country- 
men are not yet in a condition either to 
bear the light, or to fuffer contradiction, 
A mild and amiable wife, charming chil- 
dren, of whofe education he himfelf takes 
charge, a houfe to embellifh, great provi- 
fions to improve, and the arts and fciences 
to cultivate; thefe are what remain to Mr, 
Jefferfon, after having played a principal 
character on the theatre of the new world, 
and which he preferred to the honourable 
commiflion of Minifter Plenipotentiary in 
Europe, * The vifit which I made him 


was 


* Mr. Jefferfon having fince had the misfortune ta 
lofe his wife, has at laft yielded to the intreaties of 
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was not unexpeéted, for he had Jong fince. 
invited me to come and pafs a few-days 
with him, in the center of the mountains; 
notwithftanding which I found his firft ap- 
pearance ferious, nay even cold; but be- 
fore I had been two hours with him we 
were as intimate as if we had pafled our 
whole lives together; walking, books, but 
above all, a converfation always varied and 
interefting, always fupported by that fweet 
fatisfaétion experienced by two perfons, 
who in communicating their fentiments and 
opinions, are invariably in unifon, and who 
underftand each other at the firit hint, 
made four days pafs away like fo many mi: 


nutes, 
This 


his country, and accepted the place of Minifter Ples 
nipotentiary at the court of France, and is now at 
Paris. It is neceflary to obferve that Mr. Jeffer- 
fon, who juftly ftands in the higheft fituation in 
America, was one of the five Minifters Plenipoten- 
tiary. for concluding a peace in Europe, named by 
Congrefs full two years before it took place; Mefirs, 
Franklin, Adams, Laurens, and Jay were the other 
‘fo eu “ . 
TRANSLATOR, 
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This conformity of fentiments and opi- 
nions on which I infift, becaufe it confti- 
tutes my own eulogium, (and felf-love muft 
fomewhere! fhew itfelf) this conformity, I 
fay, was fo perfect, that not only our tafte 
was fimilar, but our predilections alfo, 
thofe partialities which cold methodical 
minds: ridicule as ‘enthufiaftic, whilft fen- 
fible and animated ones cherifh and adopt 
the glorious appellation. I recollect with 
pleafure that as we were converfing one 
evening over a bowl of punch, after Mrs. 
Jefferfon had retired, our converfation 
turned on the poems of Ofian. It was a 
fpatk of electricity: which paffed rapidly 
from one to the other; we recolle¢ted the 
paffages in thofe fublime poems, which par- 
ticularly {truck us, and entertained my fel- 
low travellers, who fortunately knew En- 
elith well, and were qualified to judge of 
their merit, though they had never read 
the poems. In our enthufafm the book was 
fent for, and placed near the bowl, where, 
by their mutual aid, the night far advanced 

| POpers-PeDIR 
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imperceptibly upon us. Sometimes natu- 
ral philofophy, at others politicks or the 
arts were the topicks of our converfation, for 
no object had efcaped Mr. Jetferfons and it 
feemed as if from his youth he had: placed 
his mind, as he has done his houfe, on an 
elevated fituation, from which he might 
contemplate the univerfe. 

The only ftranger who vifited us during 
our ftay at Monticello, was Colonel Armand 
whom I have mentioned in my firf Journal; 
he had been in France the preceding year 
with Colonel Laurens, but returned foon 
enough to be prefent at the fiege of York, 
where he marched as a volunteer at the 
attack of the redoubts. His object in go- 
ing to France, was to purchafe cloathing 
and accoutrements compleat for a regiment, 
he had already commanded, but which had 
been fo roughly handled in the campaigns 
to the fouthward, that it was neceflary to 
form it anew: he made the advance of the 
neceflaries to Congrefs, who engaged to 
provide men and horfes. Chariotteville a 
rifing little town fituated in a valley two 
leagues from Monticello, being the quarter 

afligned 
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affigned for aflembling this legion, Colo: 
nel Armand invited me to dine with him 
the next: day, where Mr. Jefferfon and I 
went, and found the legion under arms. 
It is to be compofed of 200 horfe and 150 
foot. The horfe was almoft compleat and 
very well mounted ; the infantry was fll 
feeble, but the whole were well clothed; 
well armed, and made. a very good appear- 
ance. We dined with Colonel Armand, all 
the officers of his regiment, and a wo/f he 
amufes himfelf in bringing up, which is 
now ten months old, and is as familiar, 
mild, and gay as a young dog; henever quits 
his mafter, and has conftantly the privilege 
of fharing his bed. It is to be wifhed that 
he may always anfwer fo good an education, 
and not refume his natural charaéter as he 
‘advances to maturity. He is not quite of 
the fame kind with ours, his fkin is almoft 
black, and very glofly; he has nothing 
- fierce about the head, fo that were it not 
_ for his upright ears, and pendent tail, one 
might readily take him for a dog. Per- 
haps he owes the fingular advantage of not 
exhaling. a bad fmell,.to the care which is 

i he | taken 
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taken of F3 toilet ; Gel remarked that the 
dogs were not in the leaft afraid of him, © 
and that when they croffed his trace, they 
paid no attention toit. But it appears im- 
probable, that all the neatnefs in the world 
can deceive the inftinét of thofe animals, 
which have fuch a dread of wolves, that 
they have been obferved, in the King’s gar- 
den at Paris, to raife their coats and howl 
at the fmell only of two mongrels, engen- 
dered by a dog and a fhe-wolf. I am in- 
clined therefore to believe, that this pecu- 
liarity belongs to the fpecies of black wolf, 
for they have our fpecies alfo in America ; 
and in Europe we may poflibly have the 
black kind, for fo it may be conjectured 
at leaft from the old proverb: ‘ He is as 
much afraid of me as of a grey wolf,” which 
implies that there are alfo black ones. 

Since I am on the fubje@ of animals, I 
fhall mention here fome obfervations. which 
Mr. Jefferfon enabled me to make upon 
the wild beafts which are common in this 
country. Ihave been a long time in doubt. 
= whether to call them roebucks, flags, or 


deer, for in Canada they are known by © 
the 
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the firft name, ih the eaftern provinces by 
the fecond, and in the fouthern by the third. 
Befides, in America, their nomenclatures 
are fo inaceurate, and their obfervations 
fo flight, that no information can be ac- 
quired by examining the people of the coun- 
try. Mr. Jefferfon amufed himfelf by raif-_ 


ing a fcore of thefe animals in his park; 


they are become very familiar, which hap- ~ 
pens to all the animals of America; for 
they are in general much eafier to tame than 
thofe of Europe. He amufes himfelf by 
feeding them with Indian corn, of which 
they are°very fond, and which they eat out 
of his hand. I followed him one evening : 
into a deep valley, where they are accuf- 
tomed to aflemble towards the clofe of the 
day; and faw them walk, run, a and bound : 
but the more I examined their paces, the 
lefs' I was inclitied to annex them to any 
particular fpecies in Europe ; ; they are ab- 
_ folutely of the fame colour as the roebuck, 
and never change even when they are tamed, 
‘which often happens todeer. Their horns, 
which are never more than a foot and 
a half long; and: have more than four 
Vo. Il. | E branches 


: 
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branches on each fide, are more open and 
broader than thofe of the roebuck; they take 
an oblique direétion in front ; their tails are 
from eight to ten inches long, and when 
they leap they carry them almoft vertical 
like the deer ; refembling thofe animals not 
only in their proportions, but in the form 
of their heads, which are longer and lefs 
frizzled than thofe of the roebuck. They 
differ alfo from that fpecies, as they are ne- 
ver found in pairs. From my own obfer- 
vations, in fhort, and from all I have been 
able to colle& on the fubject, I am con- 
vinced that this kind is peculiar to Ame- 
rica, and that it may be confidered fome- 
thing betwixt the deer and roebuck. * Mr. 
Jefferfon being no fportfman, and not hav- 
ing crofied the feas, could have no decid- 
ed opinion on this part of natural hiftory ; 
but he has not neglected the other branches. 
I faw with pleafure that he had applied 
himfelf particularly to meteorological ob- 

fervation, 


* JT have been lately affured that when thefe ani- 
mals grow old, their horns are as large as thofe of — 
the ftag, but their flefh has certainly the fame tafte 
with that of the deer in England, 
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~ fervation, which, in fa&, of all the branches 
of philofophy, is the moft proper for the 
Americans to cultivate; from the extent of 
their country, and the variety of their fitu- 
ations, which give them in this point a 
great advantage over us, who in other re- 
fpe&s have fo many over them: Mr. Jef- 
ferfon has made, with Mr. Maddifon, a well 
informed profeffor of mathamatics, fome 
ae obfervations on the reigning 
winds at Williamfburgh, and Monticello; 
and although thefe two places dre at the 
diftance only of fifty leagues, and not fepa- 
rated by any chain of mountains, the dif- 
ference of their refults was, that for 127 
obfervations on the N.E. wind at Williamf- 
burgh, there were only 32 at Monticello, 
where the N. W. wind in general fupplies 
the place of the N. E. This latter appears 
to be a fea-wind, éafily counteracted by the 
flighteft obftacle, infomuch that twenty 
years fince it was fcarcely ever felt beyond 
Weft-pomt ; that is to fay beyond the con- 
flux of the Pawmunkey and the Matapony, 
which unite and form York river, near, 

E 2 thirty- 
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thirty-five miles from its mouth. * Since 
the progrefs of population and agriculture: 
has confiderably cleared the woods, it pe- 
netrates fo far as Richmond, which is thir- 
ty miles further.: It may hence be obfery- 
ed, firft, that the winds vary infinitely in 
their obliquity, and in the height of their 

region. 


_® The rapid changes of the temperature of the air 
in America, and particularly to the fouthward, are. 
apt to deftroy the beft European conftitutions. In 
the middle of the hotteft day in July and Auguft, . 
when the heat was fo intolerable as almoft to prevent. 
refpiration, I have frequently known the wind fhift 
fuddenly round to the N. W. attended with ablaft, 
fo cold and humid as to make it immediately ne- 
ceffary to fhut all the doors and windows, and light 
large fires. It is impoffible to conceive any thing 
more trying for the human body, relaxed and open 
at every. pore, from a continuance of burniug heat, 
_ than this raw, piercing wind which blows over fuch 
jmmenfe boundlefs tracts of lakes and forefts ; but 
the melioration of the climate, even from the par- 
tial, and comparatively inconfiderable deftruétion of 
the woods in many parts of the continent, is fo 
rapid as to be ftrikingly perceptible even in the 
courfe ofa very few years; and its falubrity in pro- 
_ poition to the progrefs, of thefe improvements, will 
probably approach much nearer to thofe of Europe 
under the fame latitudes. TRANSLATOR, 
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region. Secondly, that nothing is more 
effential than the manner in which we pro- 
ceed in the clearing of a country, for the 
falubrity of the air, nay even the order of 
the feafons, may depend on the accefs 
which we allow the winds, and the direc- 
tion we may give them. It is a generally 
received opinion at Rome, that the air is 
lefs healthy fince the felling of a large fo- 
reft fituated between, that city and, Oftia, — 
which defended it from the winds known 
in Italy: by the names of the Scirocco and 
the Lidico. It is believed in Spain alfo, that 
the exceflive droughts, of which the Cafti- 
lians complain more and more, are occa- 
fioned by the cutting down: of the woods, 
which ufed to attra& and break the clouds 
in their paflage. ‘There is yet a very im- 
portant confideration upon which I thought 
it my duty to fix the attention of the learn- 
_ ed-in this country, whatever diffidence I 
may have of my own knowledge in philo- 
fophy, as well as on every other fubje&. 
The greateft part of Virginia is very low 
and flat, and fo divided by creeks and great 
_fivers, that it appears abfolutely redeemed —_- 
Pos _ from 
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from the fea, and an entire new creation ; 
it is confequently very {wampy, and can 
be dried only by the cutting down a great 
quantity of wood; but as on the other hand 
it can never be fo drained as not fill ta 
abound with mephitical exhalations ; and of 
whatever nature thefe exhalations may be, 
whether partaking of fixed or inflammable 
air, it is certain that vegetation abforbs them 
equally, and that trees are the moft proper 
to accomplifh this object. * It appears 
equally dangerous either to cut down 
or to preferve a great. quantity of wood ; 
fo that the beft manner of proceeding 
to clear the country, would be to dif- 
perfe the fettlements as much as poffible, 
and to leave fome groves of trees ftanding 
between them. In this manner the ground 
inhabited would be always healthy; and as 
there yet remain confiderable marfhes which 
they cannot drain, there is no rifk of ad- 
mitting the winds too eafily, as they would 
ferve ta carry off the exhalations, 
| But 


A BE difcovery the world owes ta Doëtor 
Franklin, ee | 
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But I perceive my Journal is fomething 
like the converfation I had with Mr. Jef- 
‘ferfon; I pafs from one object to another, 
and forget myfelf as I write, as it happen- 
ed not unfrequently in his fociety. I muft 
now quit the Friend of Nature, but not Na- 
ture herfelf, who expects me in all her 
fplendour at the end of my journey ; I mean 
the famous Bridge of Rocks, which unites 
tivo mountains, the moft curious object I 
ever yet beheld, as its conftruction is the 
moft difficult of folution. Mr. Jefferfon 
would moft willingly have conducted me 
thither, although this wonder is upwards of 
eighty miles from him, and he had often 
feen it; but his wife being expected every 
moment to lie in, and himfelf as good a 
hufband, as he is an excellent philofopher 
and a virtuous citizen, he only acted as my 
guide for about fixteen miles, to the paf- 
fage of the little river Mechum, where we 
parted, and I prefume, to flatter myfelf, 
with mutual regret. 

We walked our horfes feventeen miles 
further in the defiles of the weftern moun- 
tains, before we could find a place to bait 

them; 
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them ; at laft we {topped at. a little lonely 
houfe, a Mr. Mac Donnel’ s, an Trifhman, 
‘where we found eggs, bacon, chickens, and 
whifkey, on which we made an excellent 
repaft. _ He was an honeft, obliging. man ; 
and his wife, who had a very agreeable. and 
mild countenance, had nothing ruftic ei- 
ther in her, converfation or her manner. For 
in the center of the woods, and wholly oc= 
cupied in ruftic bufinefs, a Virginian. never 
refembles an European peafant : he is al- 
ways a freeman, participates in the govern- 
ment, and has the command of a few ne- 
groes. So that uniting in himfelf the two 
diftinG qualities of citizen and matter, he 
perfeatly refembles the bulk of individuals 
who formed what were called the people in 
the ancient republics ; a people very differs 
ent from that of our days, though they are 
very improperly confounded, in the frivo: 
lous declamations of our half philofophers, 
who, in comparing ancient with modern 
times, have invariably miftaken the word 
people, for mankind in. general ; and behev- 
ing themfelves its een dere, have beftowed 
thes praifes on the oppreflors of humanity. 


How 


5 
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How many ideas have we ftill to rectify? 
How many words, the fenfe of which is 
yet vague and indeterminaté? ‘The dignity 
of man has been urged à hundred times, 
and the expreflion is univerfally adopted. 
Yet after all, the dignity of man is relatives 
if taken in an individual fenfe, it isin pro- 
portion to the inferior tlafles ; the plebeian 
conftitutes the dignity? of the noble, the 
flave that’ of the plebeian,’ ‘and: the negro 
_ that of his white mafter. ! ‘If taken‘ ina 
general acceptation, it “may infpire man 
with fentiments of tyranny:and cruelty, in 
his relative fituation with refpe® to other 
animals ; deftroying thus us general be- 
neficence, by counteracting the orders and 
thé views of Nature. “What then is. the 
principle on whith Reafon, efcaped. from 
fophifts and rhetoricians, may at laft rely ? 
The equality of rights; the general intereft 
which a@uatés all; private intereft, connett- 
ed with the general good; the order of focie- 
ty; as neceflary as. the fymmetry of a bee- 
hive; &e? if all this does not furnifh matter 
for eloquence, _ we mutt confole ourfelves, 
and prefer genuine morality to that which is 
fallacious. * 
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fallacious. * We had reafon to be content- 
ed with that of Mr. Mac Donell ; he pre- 
fented us with the beft he had, did not 
make us pay too dear, and gave us every 
inftruction | neceflary to continue our jour- 
ney; but not being able to fet out until 
half paft four o’clock, and having’ twelve 
miles to go before we paffed the Blue Bridges, 
we were happy in meeting on the road with 
an honeft traveller, who ferved us for a 
guide, and with whom we entered into 
converfation. He was an inhabitant of the 
county of Augufia, who had ferved in Caro- 


lina 


* The Marquis de Chaftellux has diftinguifhed 
himfelf very honourably in the literary world by fe- 
veral productions, but particularly by his treatife D, 
la Felicité Publique, wherein he breathes the generous, 
enlightened language of philanthropy and freedom. 
He was chofen a member of the French academy 
at a very early age, by dint of his own merit, and 
not by a court mandate, or intrigue, and was, Tae 
mifiake not, when very young, in correfpondence 
with, and a favourite of, the illuftrious Pope Gan- 
ganelli, He has lately tranflated into French, Co: 
Jonel Humphreys’s poem, The Campaign, mentioned 
in the notes to the firft volume of this work. 

TRANSLATOR. 
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lina as a common rifeman+, notwithftand- 
ing which, he was well mounted, and ap- 
peared much at his eafe. In America the 
militia is compofed of all the inhabitants 
“without diftintion, and the officers are 
| elected 


_+ The riflemen are a Virginian militia, compofed 
of the inhabitants of the mountains, who are all 
expert hunters, and make ufe of rifle guns. To- 
wards the end of the war little ufe was made of them, 
as it was found that the difficulty of loading their 
pieces more than equalled the advantages derived from 
their exaétnefs. The Americans had great numbers 
of riflemen in {mall detachments on the flanks of Ge- 
neral Burgoyne’s army, many of whom took poft on 
high trees zz the rear of their own line, and there was 
feldom a minute’s interval of fmoke without officers 
being taken off by fingle fhot. Captain Green of the 
31 ftregiment, Aide de Camp to General Philips, was 
. fhot through the arm by one of thofe markfmen as 
he was delivering a meffage to General Burgoyne, 
After the convention, the commanding officer of the 
riflemen informed General Burgoyne that the fhot 
was meant for him; and as Captain Green was feen 
to fall from his horfe, it was for fome hours believed 
in the American army that General Burgoyne was 
killed. His efcape was owing to the Captain's hav- 
ing laced furniture to his faddle, which made him 
to be miftaken for the General. General Burgoyne 
fays, in his Narrative, that not an Indian could be 
brought within the found of a rifle fhot. 

: , TRANSLATOR, 
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eletéd by them without refpect cither to 
fervice or experience, Our fellow-traveller 
had been at. the battle of Cowpens, where 
General Morgan, with 800 militia, entirely 
defeated the famous Tarleton, at the head of 
his legion, a regiment of regular troops, 
and of different pickets drawn from the 
army, forming. near 1200 men, of whom 
Opa of 800 were killed or made pris 
foners *, This aint the moft extraordi= 
1 sey, nary 


* Lord Cornwallis, in his anfwer to Sir Henry 
Ghinton’s Narrative, publifhed in 1783, gives the fol- 
lowing flate of his army before the defeat of Tarle- 
ton, and fubfequent to that event, from which we 
may authenticate the lofs of men, and deduce the 
importance of Morgan’s victory to America ; 


January rgth, 1787, the rank and file of his Lords 
~ fhip’s army was, 


Guards, | - - - 636 
7th regiment, - = ~ 167 
wth, three companies, - 41 
93d regiment, = - - 286 - 
33d régiment, ‘© ‘=  ‘- - 328 
qift, i1ftbattalion, - + 249 
1ft, 2d battalion, opp lu ely 237 
vit light company, ~ = 69 
German regiment of Bofe, + + 349 


| Yagers, = = Fe 103° 


Carried over 2517 
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nary of the whole war, had always excited’ 
my curiofity. The modefty and fimplicity 


with 
| Brought over 2517 
Tarleton’s legion, ey = 4 ASE 
N. Carolina volunteers, - 256 
Total beforeithe battle, Bory NE 3224. 


“February 1ft, 1781, after the defeat of Tarleton, 


Guards, = - - . 690 7 
7th regiment ee  — 
16th, : = = = ns 
* 23d, OMe or Saas ee 279 
334, : 334 
71ft, 1ft battalion, ” nce 
aif 2d ditto, . = - 234 
gift Dight company, : 
.. German regiment of Bofe, = 34.5 
actus eunsceid-Daé 97 
Tarleton’s legion > =>». + 174 
N. Carolina volunteers, :.. « 287 
Total after the defeat of Tarleton, 2440 


Total lofs with the detachment of artillery 800 out 
of 1050 men, the real number of Tarleton’s force.’ 
. The names of the regiments that have no numbers 
annexed to them in the laft column are thofe which 
were totally deftroyed, that is, killed, wounded, or ta- 
ken, inthe battle of Cowpens, on the 17th of January, 
between Morgan and Tarleton, Lord Cornwallis 


4. 
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with which General Morgan gave the ac- 
count of it, have been génerally admired. 
But one circumftance in this relation had 
always aftonifhed me. Morgan drew up 
his troops in order of battle, in an open 
wood, and divided his riflemien tipon the 
two wings, fo as to form, with the line, a 
kind of tenaille, which colle&ted the whole 
fire, both directly and obliquely, on the 
center of the Englifh. But after the firft 
difcharge, he made fo dangerous a move- 
ment, that had he commanded the beft dif- 
ciplined troops in the world, I fhould be 


at 


in his Gazette account, immediately after the affair, 
ftated the lofs only at 400, but the truth at length 
appears, when the purpofes of mifreprefentation are 
at anend, and the detail becomes neceflary to the 
General’s own honour. 

Lord Cornwallis in his account of Tarleton’s de- 
feat, mentions a very honourable circumftance for 
the corps of artillery, but which was by no means 
unexamined by this brave body of men, in feveral 
actions in America: he fays, ‘‘ In juftice to the 
detachment of royal artillery, [ muft here. obferve 
that no terrors could induce them to abandon their 
guns, and they were @// either killed or wounded in: 
_ defence of them.” TRANSLATOR. 
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at a lofs to account for it. He ordered the 
whole line to wheel to the right, and after 
retreating thirty or forty paces, made them 
halt, face about, and recommence the fire. — 
I begged this witnefs, whofe depofition 
could not be fufpeéted, to relate what he 
had feen, and I found his account perfeét- 
ly conformable to Morgan’s own relation. 
But as he could affign no reafon for this 
retrograde motion, | enquired if the ground 
behind the firft pofition was not more ele= 
vated and advantageous, but he affured me - 
it was abfolutely the fame; fo that if it was 
this action which tempted the Englifh 
(whofe attack is not hot, but confifts in 
general of a brifk fire, rather than in clof- 
ing with the enemy) to break their line, 
and advance inconfiderately into a kind of 
focus of fhot poured from the center and 
the wings, it depended on General Morgan 
alone to have claimed the merit, and to 
have boafted of one of the boldeft ftrata- 
gems ever employed in the art of war. 
This is a merit however he never claimed, 
and the relation of this rifleman leaves no 
doubt with me, that the General, dreading 


the 
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the fuperiority of the Englifh, had at firft 
defigned to give up gradually the field of 
battle, and retreat: to covered ground, more 
advantageous for inferior forces ; but find- 
ing himfelf clofely preffed, he had no other 
refource but to rifk every thing and give 
battle on the fpot. Whatever was the mo- 
tive of this fingular manœuvre, the refult 
of it was the defeat of Tarleton, whofe 
troops gave way on all fides, without a 
poflibility of rallying them. Fatigued by 
avery long march, they were foon over- 
taken by the American militia, who, affifted — 
by fixty horfe under Colonel Wafhington, 
made upwards of 500 prifoners, and took 
two pair of colours and two pieces of 
cannon. | | | 
It is natural to enquire how Tarleton’s 
cavalry were employed during the engage- 
ment, and after the defeat ; whilft the ins 
fantry were engaged, they, endeavoured to 
~turn the flanks of. General Morgan’s army, 
but were kept in awe by fome riflemen, and 
by the American horfe detached by Colo- 
nel Wafhington, to fupport them, ‘in two. 
little fquadrons. : After the battle, they 
: fled 
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fled full gallop, without ever thinking of 
the infantry, or taking the leaft ptecau- 
tion to cover their retreat. As to the En- 
glifh General, God knows what became of 
him. And this is that Tarleton who with 
Cornwallis was to finifh the. conqueft of 
America; who with Cornwallis had receiv-= 
ed the thanks of the Houfe of Commons; 
and whom all England admired as the 
hero of the army and the honour of the 
nation *. | 

In reflecting on the fate of wat, lét us re- 
collect; that two months after this victory 


* Colonel Tarleton has given fo many proofs not 
only of courage but of great bravéry arid firninefs; 
that every foldiet Gught to approve the eulogiums 
beftowed upon his valour. It were to be wifhed that 
he had always made good ufe of thofe qualities, and 
that he had fhewn himfelf as humane and fehfible, as 
brave and détermined. The defigni of thefe reflections 
is to fhew, how miuch the Englifh, îh this war, have 
been obliged to {well their fucceffes, and diminifh. 
their defeats. The more rare they becamé, the more 
they were difpofed to folemnize thé formet. Howe 
and Burgoyhe were difgraced for not conquering 
America, whilft others have obtditied promotion 
for gaining fome ttifling advantages, 


Voi. Il. F gained 
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pana) by the militial* over 12co veteran 
troops, General Greene, after having af 
fembled near 5000 men, half militia} half 
continentals, made choice of an’ exeellent 
pofition, and employed all the refources of 
military art, was beaten by 1800 men, 
abandoned by his militia +, and forced to 
 Timit 


# Earl Cornwallis in his letter in the London, Gi- 
zette of March sit, 1781, fays that Morgan had with 
him, ‘ By the beft accounts he could get, about 
500 men, Continental and Virginia ftate troops, 103 
cavalry under Colonel Wafhington, and 6 or 700 
militias but that body is fo fluctuating, that it is 
impofhible to afcertain its number within fome bun- 
dreds, for three days following.” This account 
feems to haye been intended to qualify the defeat 

of Tarleton, who was a great, favourite; but the 
faét is nearly as the Marquis de Chaftellux ftates it, 
for Morgan had very few continentals with him, As 
his whole body did not exceed 800 men. 


+ The returns of Lord Cornwallis’s army y 
taken à fortnight before the battle were, $2213 


The returns feventeen days after it, apy 1723 
His lofs confequently age be ftated at about 
the difference, : i 490 


Several attempts have been likewife made to prove 
that General Greene had with him at Guildford an 
army of 9 or 10,000 men, but Lord Cornwallis him- 
felf, in his letter to Lord Rawdon, dated Camp at 
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limit all his ‘glory to the making the En- 
ae pay dear for the! field of battle, which 
F2 the 


“Guildford, March 17, 1781, and publifhed in the 
London Gazette of May 10, 1781, exprefsly fays, 
‘General Greene having'been very confiderably rein- 
‘€ forced from Virginia by eight months men and mi- 
-** Jitia, and having collected all the: militia: of this 
‘* province, advanced with an army ‘of about 5, or 
** 6000 men, and 4 fix-pounders,.to this place? 
From this unexpected account we may colle& pretty 
clearly the indifferent ‘compofition of General 
Greene’s force, and muft render juftice to the fair- 
nefs of the French General’s detail which calls them 
5000 men, half militia, half continentals ; and ftates 
the conquering army on/y at 1800 men. The Tranf- 
_Jator hopes the reader will not find thefe compa- - 
rifons fuperfluous, as fuch fcrutinies tend to eluci- 
date the interefting events of an ever memorable re: 
volution, and to enlighten hiftory. General Gates 
fhewed me, ‘at his houfe in Virginia, a letter from 
General Greene, wherein he took occafion in the 
moft liberal manner to reconcile him to the unfor- 
tunate affair of. Camden, by a detail of, the bad.con- 
duct of the fame. militia, at the battle of Guildford, 
the Eutaws, &c He touched upon the matter with 
a delicacy and candour which did..equal honour to 
his fenfibility and judgment. Such a;tribute of juf- 
tice from the officer who had. fuperfeded him in ‘his 
command could not but be highly-grateful to Ge- 
neral Gates, poffleffing, as he does, in the moft emi- 
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the reft of his troops defended foot by foot, 
and yielded with reluctance *. Our con- 
verfation 


nent degree, the warlike virtues, a pure difinterefted 
attachment to the caufe of freedom, and all the ge- 
nerous fufceptibility of an amiable private gentle- 
man. Whilft under a cloud himfelf, I heard him 
with admiration uniformly expatiaté with all the 
diftrefled warmth of publie virtue on the fucceffes of 
other Generals, and inftead of jealous repining and 
difguft, pay his tribute of applaufe to the merits 
even of thofe he could notlove, and prognofticate, 
with confidence, the final fuccefs of America. It was 
with real joy therefore, that I faw his honour vin- 
dicated by the deliberate voice of Congrefs, himfelf 
reftored to his former rank, and that -harmony 
which never fhould have been difturbed, renewed 
between this true patriot and General Wafhington, 
under whom I left him fecond in command at the 
camp at Verplanks on the North Rivér in O&ober, 
1782. TRANSLATOR» 


* Since the Journal was written, the author has 
had an opportunity of feeing General Morgan ; he 
is a man about fifty, tall, and of a very martial ap- 
pearance. ‘The fervices he rendered the ftate during 
the wat, were very numerous, and his promotion 
rapid. It is pretended that he was formerly a carter; 
and from the fame wnacquaintance with the cuftoms 
and Janguage of the country. Another General is 
 faid to have been 4 farmer, becaufe he employed 
himfelf'in cultivation, and a third to have been a 
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verfation on war and battles brought us to 
the foot of the gap, or, as it is called, the 
ae ae neck 


butcher, becaufe he dealt in cattle.. General Mor- 
gan was formerly engaged in waggons, undertook 
the tranfport of goods fent by land, and often put 
himfelf at the head of thefe littl convoys. The 
Marquis de Ch , the firft time he had an oppor- 
tunity of feeing him, commanded the French troops 
in the abfence of the Comte de Rochambeau at. Phi- 
ladelphia, during the march from Williamfburgh to 
Baltimore. The Marquis de Ch - was then at 
Colchefter, with the firft divifion of the troops, af- 
ter pafling in boats the river which runs near the 
town. The carriages and artillery had taken ano- 
ther road, to gain an indifferent ford. General 
Morgan met them when they were engaged in a very 
narrow paflage, and finding the carters did not un- 
derftand their bufinefs, he topped, and fhewed them 
how they ought to drive. Having put every 
thing in order, he alighted at the Marquis’s, and 
dined with him. The fimplicity of his deportment, 
and the noblenefs of his behaviour, recalled to mind 
the ancient Gallicand German chiefs, who, when 
in peace with the Romans, came to vifit and of. 
fer them affiftance. He expreffed a great attachment 
to the French nation, admired our troops, and never 
ceafed looking at them; often repeating, that the 
greateft pleafure of his life would be, to ferve in 


numerous and brilliant armies. It will eafily be con- > 


jeGured chat his hoft afked him many queftions, 


CEA 


9) : TRAVELS IN 


neck of Rock-Fifh, which, in an extent 
of more than fifty miles is the only ‘paf. 
” faze 


patticularly refpeéting the affair of Cowpens. * His 
anfwer confirméd what the rifleman had faid; he 
owned alfo very candidly that the retrograde move~ 
ment he had made, was not premeditated. His 
troops were ‘intimidated, “when the Englifh, with 
more confidence than order, advanced to the ‘at 
tack: obferving them keep their ranks, he fuffer- 
ed them to retreat a hundred paces, and then com- 
manded them to halt and face the enemy, as if 
the retrograde movement had been really precon- 
éérted *. Though this account, which is more re- 
cent and furer than in the text, might render thofe 
refleGtions ufelefs, it was thought proper to preferve 
them, becaufe on one hand they are not unintereft- 
ing to the foldier, and on the other, they may teach 
philofophers and critics to fufpeét thofe who have 
written hiftory, above all, thofe who, like Titus Li- 
. viu$, Dionyfius of Halicarnaffus, and all the copious 
and ‘elegant hiftorians, delight in multiplying and 
varying the defcriptions of battles; or, what is yct 
more reprehenfible, who like Frontin, Pollien, and 

other 


. * General Morgan by thus dexteroufly availing himfelf of the 
circumftances of his very critical pofition, has perhaps more real 
merit, than if he had really preconceived the manœuvre which 
has given him fo much fame; a manceuvre, from which, unlefs 
jaftified by a neceflity fuch as his, he had no right to expett fuc- 
cefs, in the face of a frilful enemy; but Tarleton neyer was a 
commandere | | TRANSLATOR: 
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fage to: érofs the Blue Ridges, at leaft in a 
carriage. We afcended very commodioufly, 
for about ‘two rhiles;° and on arriving at the 
top of the mountain,” were furprifed: to 
find ‘alittle cottage lately’ built and inhac 
bitéd ‘by white people. "I enquired 6f my — 
fellow-traveller what could engage them’ to 
fettle‘in fo barren and ‘defert’ a place, “he 
told mie they were poor people who expect- 
ed to°get fome aififtahce'from paflengers. 

f expected this anfwer, and was forry 
to find in a new country, where the earth 
wants inhabitants, ‘and agriculture, hands, 
white people’ under the neceffity of beg- 
ging.° I fopped ‘a moment to* view the 
wild but'üninterefting profpect of the wef- 
‘tern’ mountains, from the fummit of the 
Blue Ridges;  But'as the fun was ‘near {et- 
ting, I haftened to reach the only inn’ where 

Fil #19 : LAN. 85 ‘lodgings 
per compilers, roro ne the events 


and ftratagems of Wars. which they. endeavour to 
collect. 


General. Morgan has- not hace rade the affair of 
Cowpens; he lives in the county of Fairfax and on 
the eftate which he had either purchafed or increaf- 
ed, waiting till opportunity fhall prefent him with 
fome command. 
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lodgings could be had, on the other fide of 
the mountains. Notwithftanding which, I 
{topped once more, nor had J any reafon to 
regret it. My fervant always followed me 
with a fowling-piece, and as it frequently 
happened that I was obliged to alight to 
fire at a partridge, or fome other game, our 
converfation did not. prevent me from be- 
ing always upon the watch. I perceived a 
large bird which croffed the road, and by 
the inftinét of a fportfman, I concluded it 
to be what the inhabitants of the moun- 
tains call a pheafant, but which refembles 
much more a woodben. To alight, cal] 
my dog, and take my gun, was the work 
of a moment; as I was preparing to fol- 
low the woodben among the buthes, one of 
my fervants pointed out to me two others, 
perched upon a tree behind him,.and which _ 
looked at me with great tranquillity. I 
fired at the one neareft to me, nor did it 
require much addrefs to kill if. Except 
that it was perhaps a little bigger, it re- 
fembled the one I had feen at Newport, 
where the Americans carry them fometimes 
to market, in winter, when they defcend 
| from 
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from the mountains, and are more eafily — 
killed. ‘This one, before it was plucked, 
was of the fize of a capon ; its plumage on 
the back and wings refembled that of a hen 
pheafant, and, on the belly and thighs, the 
large winter thrufh. It was booted like © 
the rough footed pigeon, to its feet, and | 
the plumage of its head formed a kind of 
aigrette : take it altogether, it is a beauti- 
ful bird, and good eating; but when ftript 
of its feathers, it was not larger than the 
redfooted partridge, or bartavelle. After 
ordering the woodhen I had killed, for fup- 
per, I tried to find the firft I had feen run 
into the underwood. I raifed it once, and 
although I ran immediately, and had an 
excellent dog, it was impoflible to find it; 
thefe birds running very faf, like the phea- 
fant and the rayl. ‘The mode which the 
inhabitants of the mountains make ufe of 
to kill them, is to walk in the woods at 
fun-rifing and fun-fetting, to attend to the 
noife they make in beating their fides with 
their wings, which may be heard above a 
mile ; they then approach foftly, and ufual- 
ly find them fitting upon the trunk of fome 
LR main old 
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old tree. It was perhaps’ lucky that my 
fhooting did not continue with more fuc- 
cefs ; for it was almoft night when we ar- 
rived at the ford of South River, and the 
waters, confiderably augmented by the late 
rains, were very high. I was proud of 
fording the famous Potowmack, which Had 


taken mean hour in a boat, at the Jerry of 
Alexandria Fe 


South 
~ * In travelling from Frederick-Town to Leef- 
burgh, in a fingle-horfe chaife for one ‘perfon, 
called in America a /ulky, the fhafts of my carriage 
broke about a mile from the Potowmack, on the 
Maryland fide, and I was reduced to the neceflity, 
having no fervant, of leaving it with all my papers, 
money, fire-arms, &c. and of mounting my horfe 
in fearch of affiftance. Night was coming on in a 
moft difficult country, to which I was an utter 
ftranger, and not even a negro-hut was to be met 
with. In thefe circumftances I approached ‘the 
Potowmack, on the other fide of which I difcoyere 
ed a fmoke in the woods, which gave me hopes of 
its proceeding from a honfe, but the river was near 
a mile broad, and my horfe barely fourteen hands 
high. Whilft I was thus ftanding in fufpence, two 
travellers arrive on horfeback and pufh into the 
river, a little higher up. I flew to follow them, 
but fcarcely had they advanced one hundred yards 
before they returned, declaring 1 it not fordable, and, . 
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South river in fa& is only: a branch of 
. the Potowmack, the fource of which is in 
; GR eH 10 FYDUONT ons en the 
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to add to my diftrefs, they affured me that. I was a, 
a great diftance from any houfe on that fide, but, 
on the other, I fhould find an ordinary kept by a 
Scotfman. They excuféd themfelves from affift- 
ing-me on the plea of urgent bufinefs, and left me 
with. the confoling affurance that the river might 
poffibly be. fordable, though they who were inhabi- 
tants of the country, did not chufe to. venture it. 
Perceiving the bottom of a good gravel, and free 
from rocks; I attempted the paflage as foon as they 
left me, and in about twenty dangerous and irkfome 
minutes reached the other fide, where I obtained the 
cheerful aid of two native negroes at the Scotfman’s 
hut, | for it was no better, and recrofling the river, 
went in fearch of my broken carriage, which we 
found in fecurity.: It was: ten’o’clock before I paffed 
the river a third time, always, up to my waift, and 
reached my quarters for the night, where at leaft I 
‘met with as hofpitable a reception as the houfe af- 
forded ; “but the confequence of this adventure, 
wherein I was fucceffively wet and dry three times, 
in the hot month of July, was a fever and ague 
which tormented mé for five months. At Alexan- 
dria, about fifty miles lower down, the Potowmack 
rolls its majeftic ftream with fublimity and grandeur, 
| fixty gun fhips may lie before the town, which flands 
upon its lofty banks, commanding, to a great extent, 
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the mountains, and like all other rivers is 
humble in its rife; but it may be looked 
upon as the proudeft of its branches, as at 
the diftance of thirty leagues, it is above a 
mile broad, ‘and refembles more an arm of 
the fea, than a river. ‘Two hundred paces 
from the ford, but more than forty miles 
from the place from which I. fet out, I 
found the inn which Mr. Jefferfon had de- 
{cribed to me ; it was one of the worft in 
all America. Mrs. Teaze, the miftrefs of 
the houfe, was fome time fince left a widow; 
the appears alfo to be in fact the widow of 
her furniture, for furely never was houfe 
fo badly furnifhed. A folitary tin veffel 
was the only bowl for the family, the fer- 
vants and ourfelves ; I dare not fay for what 
other ufe it was propofed to us on our go- 
ing to bed *, As we were four mafters, 

without 


the flatter fhore of Maryland. This town, which 
ftands above 200 miles from the fea, is rapidly on the 
increafe, and from the lavifh prodigality of Nature, 
cannot fail of becoming one of the firft cities of the 
new world. TRANSLATOR. 

* The Marquis’s diftrefs on this occafion, reminds 
me naturally of a fimilar, but fill worfe fituation in 


NORTH-AMERICA. ny 
without reckoning the rifleman, who had 
followed us, and whom I had: engaged to 
fupper, the hoftefs and the family were ob 
liged to refign to us their beds. But at the 
moment we were inclined to make ufe of 
‘them, a tall young man entering the cham- 
ber, where we were aflembled, opened 4 
clofet, and took out of it a little bottle, I 
enquired what it was; itis, faid he, fome- 
thing which the Doctor in the neighbour- 
hood has ordered me to take every day. 
And for what complaint, faid 1? Oh! not 
much, he replied, only a Uitte atch. Town 

his 


which I found myfelf on my return from America 
towards the end of the war, with four officers of the 
army of the Comte de Rochambeau. Our captain 
being obliged fuddenly to take advantage of one of 
thofe violent north wefters which blow in De- 
cember, to get clear of the coaft, befet with New- 
York Privateers, forgot 2ll his crockery ware, fo 
that in default of plates, mugs, &c. we were oblig- 
ed, during a winter’s voyage of feven weeks, to -ap- 
ply two tin jugs we had purchafed to drink our 
cyder, to every ufe; and, in fpite of my reprefenta- 
tions, even to fome purpofes I am unwilling to re- 
peat; for in bad weather, thefe excellent land-officers 
could not be prevailed. upon to look on deck. 

| | TRANSLATOR, 
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his confeflion was ingenuous, but I was by 
no means forry that I had fheetsin my port- 
manteau. It may ‘eafily be imagined we 
were not tempted to breakfaft in this houfe. 
We fet out therefore very early on the 18th, 
in hopes (as we had been told) ‘that we 
fhould find a better inn, at »the diftance:of 
ten miles, but thofe hopes were vain... Mr. 
Smith, a poor planter, to whom we were res 
commended, had neither «forage: for our 
horfes, nor any thing for ourfelves. He 
only aflured us, that eight aniles ‘further 
we fhould find a mill, the proprietor of 
which Kept a public-houfe, and we found 
accordingly the mill and the miller. He 
was a young man, twenty-two years of age, 
whofe charming face, fine teeth, red lips, 
and rofy cheeks, recalled to mind the pleaf- 
ing portrait which Marmontel gives of Lu- 
ie His walk and carriage did not how- 
ever correfpond with the frefhnefs of his 
looks, for he appeared fluggifh and ina@ive. 
I enquired the reafon, and he told me he had’ 
been in a languifhing ftate ever fince the 
battle of Gui/dford, in which he had receiv- 
ed fifteen or fixteen wounds with a hanger. 


Fle 
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Hehad not, likethe Romans, acrown to at-. 
teft his valour; nor, like the French, either | 
penfion or certificate of honour ; inftead of 

them, he had a piece of his fkull, which his 
wife brought to ‘fhew me. I certainly lit- 
tle thought of finding, amidit the folitudes 
of America, fach lamentable traces of Eu- 
ropean fteel; but I was the moft touched 
to learn, that it was after he had received 
his firft wound, and was made prifoner, 
thathe had been thus cruelly treated. ‘This 
unhappy young man acquainted me, that 
overcome with wounds, and wallowing in 
his blood, he yet retained his prefence of 
mind, and imagining his cruel enemies 
would not leave exifting a fingle witnefs or 
victim of their barbarity, there remained 
no other way of faving his life, than by ap- 
pearing as if he had loft it. 

The all-feeing eye of Divine Juftice alone 
can difcover and make known the authors 
of fuch :a crime; but, if difcovered—Oh! 
for the voice of a Stentor and the trumpet of 
Fame, to devote the vile perpetrators to pre- 
fent and future horror ! And to announce to 
all  fovercigns, generals and chiefs, that the 

enormities 
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enormities which they tolerate, or leave un- 
punifhed, will accumulate upon their heads, 
and, at fome future time, render them the 
execration of a pofterity {till more fenfibles 
and more enlightened than we yet are! 
Even if Mr. Sfeel, our landlord, had been 
more active, and his wife, who was young 
and handfome, more induftrious, they could 
not have fupplied the total want in which 
they then were, of bread, and of every 
thing to drink ; the bread was juft kneaded, 
but not yet put into the oven; and as for 
liquors, the houfe made ufe of none; the 
fame ftream which turned the mill, wag 
the only cellar of the young couple, fo that 
we might apply to Mrs. Steel thofe verfes of 
Guarini, 
: Quel fonte on d’ella beve 
Quel folo aneo la bagna, e la configlia. 


. But thefe paftoral manners are but ill 
fuited to travellers. A few cakes, however, 
baked upon the cinders, excellent butter, 
good milk, and above all, the intereft with 
which Mr. Steel infpired us, made us pafs 
agreeably the time which was neceflary to 
put ouf horfes in a condition to perform a 

4 long 
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long and difficult day’s journey. About 
five o’clock in the evening, after we had 
travelled thirty-eight miles, we found fome 
houfes, where we learned that we were yet 
fix miles from Praxton’s Tavern, where we 
intended to fleep ; that we had two fords to 
pafs, the laft of which was impracticable 
on account of the late rains; but that we 
fhould not be ftopped, as we fhould find 
a Canoe to take us acrofs, and: our horfes 
would fwim behind. The night, and a 
black ftorm which was brewing, made us 
haften our fteps. Notwithftanding which, 
we were obliged to mount and defcend a 
very high mountain ; fcarcely was there re- 
maining the leaft twilight when we arrived 
at the fecond river, which is as large as 
James’s, but near its fource, and at a place 
where it defcends from the mountains un- 
“der the name of the F/uvanna. ‘The dif- 
ficulty was to pafs ten men and as many 
horfes with the help of a fingle canoe, fuch 
as is made ufe of by the favages, which at 
moft could contain only four or five perfons 
and a fingle negroe, armed with a paddle 
inftead of an oar. We put into the canoe 
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our faddies and baggage, and made feveral 
trips, at each of which two horfes were 
fwam acrofs, held by the bridle. It was 
night, and very dark before this bufinefs 
was finifhed. But after we had, not with- 
out great trouble, refaddled and reloaded 
our horfes, the difficulty was to reach the 
inn, which was half a mile from the place 
where we landed; for the river flows be- 
tween two precipices, and as the canoe 
could not land us at the ford, nor confe- 
quently at the road, we were obliged to 
climb up the mountain, by a path but lit- 
tle ufed, and very difficult even by day- 
light; nor fhould we ever have found our 
way had I not engaged the waterman to 
conduct us. We clambered up as well as 
we could, every one leading his horfe 
through the trees and branches, which we 
could not perceive, from the obfcurity of 
the night, until they ftruck us on the face. 
: At laft we arrived at Praxton’s tavern; but 
it was ten o’clock, and the houfe already fhut 
up, or more properly the houfes, for there 
-are two... Il approached the firft that offer- 
ed, and-knocked-at the door, which they 
ee opened, 
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opened, and we faw five or fix little negroes 
lying upon a mat before a large fire. We 
then went to the other, and there found five 
or fix white children lying in the fame man- 
ner; twoor three grown up negroes prefid- 
ed over each of thefe little troops *. They 
told us that Mr. Praxton, his wife, and all | 
his family, were invited to a wedding, but 
not far off, and that they would go and 
fetch them. As for us, we were invited 
to fupper by a very voracious appetite, af- 
ter.a long journey and a great deal of fa- 
tigue, and were very. differently fituated 
fromthe new married couple and. their 


G.2 company, 


* It was a fingular fight for an European to be- 
hold the fituation of the negroes in the fouthern pro- 
vinces during the war, when cloathing was extreme- 
ly fcarce. Ihave frequently feen in Virginia, on 
vifits to gentlemen’s houfes, young negroes and ne- 
groeflés running about or bafking in the court-yard 
naked as they came into the world, with well cha- 
racterized marks of perfect puberty ; and young ne- 
groes from fixteen to twenty years old, with not an 
article of cloathing, but a loofe fhirt, defcending 
half way down their thighs, waiting at table where 
were ladies, without any apparent embarraffment 
on one fide, ‘or the ilighteft attempt at concealment 
on the other. TRANSLATOR. 


84 TRAVELS IN 

company, and had no fmall apprehenfions 
of feeing our hoft and hoftefs return com- 
pleatly drunk. But in this we were de- 
ceived; they arrived perfectly fober; were 
polite and defirous to pleafe, and a little af- 
ter midnight we had an excellent fupper. 
Though the apartments and beds were not 
exactly what we wifhed, they were better 
than at Mrs. Teaxe’s, and we had no right 
to complain. Befides, we enjoyed the fa- 
tisfaction of having accomplifhed the ob- 
ject of our journey; for the Natural Bridge. 
was not above eight miles off, and we had 
obtained every information neceflary to find 
the road. ‘The next morning our breakfaft 
was ready betimes, and ferved by the 
daughters of Captain Praxton; they had 
not appeared to advantage the preceding 
evening, notwithitanding which, fo far as 
the obfcurity of the room we fupped in, 
our appetites, and the. immenfe caps in 
which they were muffled up for the mar- 
riage, had permitted us to judge of them, 
we thought them tolerably handfome ; but 
when we faw them by day-light, with 
their hair only turned up, without any 
“other 


NORTH-AMERICA. 85 
other head-drefs, the repofe of the night 


their fole ornament, and for every grace, 
their natural fimplicity, we were confirmed 
in the opinion we had already formed, that 
the people of the mountains are, in gene- 
ral, handfomer and healthier than thofe on 
the fea coaft *. There was in the houfe a 
young man alfo, tolerably well drefled, and 
of an agreeable countenance, whom I con- 
cluded to be an intended match for one of 
our young hoftefles. But I foon difcover- 
ed that he was come for matches of another 
kind. In fact, one of my fellow-travellers 
inviting me to go and fee a very fine horfe, 
which ftood alone in a little ftable, I was 
informed it was a ftallion, which this 
young man had brought upwards of eighty 
miles, to difpofe of his favours to the mares 

G 3 , of 


* The South Carolina gentlemen with whom I 
was acquainted, aflured me, that the inhabitants of 
the back parts of that State, which is one of the 
moft unhealthy on the continent, are a vigorous and 
beautiful race of people, and poflefs all that hale 
ruddinefs which characterizes the natives of nor- 
_ thern climates. TRANSLATOR. | 
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of the country *. His price was twenty 
fhillings Virginia currency +, or eighteen 
livres of our money, (about fifteen fhil- 
lings fterling) for each vifit, or the double 
if the connection was of longer duration: 
which is much lefs than is paid in the other 
parts of Virginia. Thefe details, which 

may 


* Great attention is paid to the breed of blood 
horfes to the fouthward, and particularly in Vir- 
ginia, and many fecond rate race horfes are annually 
fent from England to ferve as ftallions. There 
were two or three in the ftables of one Bates near Phi- 
ladelphia, which I had feen win plates in England. 
This Bates is a native of Morpeth in, Northum- 
berland, and went to America before the war to 
difplay feats of horfemanfhip, but he had the good 
fortune to marry a widow pofleffed of five hundred 
pounds a year, and is now mafter of a moft beauti- 
ful villa on the banks of the Delaware, four or five 
miles from Philadelphia; ftill following however 
the occupation of breeding and felling horfes, and 
keeping ftallions, for there are no refources for 
idlenefs in that country. ‘TRANSLATOR. 


+ The difference of currency is one of the moft 
puzzling and difagreeable circumftances fora ftran - 
ger in America, the value of the pound varying in 
every State; an Eien veatierice which exifted under 
the Britifh government, and I am afraid, is fill 
likely to fubfift. TRANSLATOR. 
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may appear trifling, will however ferve to 
make the reader acquainted with a country: 
the inhabitants of which, difperfed in the 
woods, are feparated only for the purpofes 
of domeftic comfort, which renders them 
independent of each other, but who readily 
communicate for the general intereft, or 
their mutual wants. But I am too near 
the Natural Bridge to ftop at other objects. 
We fet out at nine o’clock in the morning, 
and to fay the truth, rather heedlefsly; for 
in thefe mountains, where there are either 
too many or too few roads, people always 
think they have given fufficient directions 
to travellers, who feldom fail to go aftray. 
This is the common fault of thofe who in- 
ftruct othersin what they themfelves are well 
acquainted with, nor are the roads to fcience 
exempt from this inconvenience. After 

| riding about two miles however, we luckily 
met a man who had juft got his horfe 
fhod, at à neighbouring forge, and was re- 
turning home followed by two or three 
couple of hounds *, We foon entered in- 
to 


* Stopping one day ata fmith’s fhop near Vinche/fer, 
in the interior of Virginia, I found one of the work- 
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to converfation with him, and what feldom. 
_happens in America, he was curious to 
know who I was, and whither I was go- 
ing *. My quality of a General Officer in- 

the 


men to be a Scotch Highlander in his Galic drefs, 
and. foon faw feveral more returning from harveñt, 
thefe men had been foldiers, and were then prifoners, 
but they were all peaceable, induftrious labourers, 
and I could not find that any of them thought of re- 
turning to the barren hills of Caledonia. General 
Gates had feveral of them in his employ, and they 
were difperfed over the whole country, where they 
appeared compleatly naturalized and happy. I after- 
wards faw many of them working at mills, and as 
quarry-men on the piéturefque banks of that fublime 
river the Sufquehannah, a circumftance which tranf- 
ported my imagination to the well known borders 
of the Tay, and of Loch Lomond. TRANSLATOR. 
* Tam apt to think that the experience of every 
perfon who has vifited North America, as well as my 
own country, will rife in judgment againft this ob- 
fervation of the Author; for my part, were I fearch- 
ing for a general charaëteriftic of that part of the 
Continent, I fhould not fcruple to diftinguifh it, 
xar e€oxyv, by the name of the country of the cu- 
vious. Wherever you bend your courfe, to whom- 
foever you addrefs yourfelf, you are indifpenfibly 
fubje&t to a good humoured, inoffenfive, but mighty 
troublefome inquifition. Do you enquire your road? 
you are anfwered by a queftion, “ I fuppofe you 
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the French fervice, and the defire I expref- 
fed of feeing the wonders of his country, 
infpiring 


come from the Eaftward, don’t you?” Oppreffed 
with fatigue, hunger, and thirft, and drenched per- 
haps with rain, you anfwer fhortly in the affirma- 
tive, and repeat your enquiry—‘** Methinks you are in 
a mighty hafte—What news is there to the Eafts 
ward?” The only fatisfaétion you can obtain till 
you have opened your real, or pretended budget of 
news, and gratified the demander’s curiofity. At an 
inn, the fcrutiny is more minute; your name, quality, 
the place of your departure, and objeët of your jour- 
ney, muft all be declared to the good family in fome 
way or other, (for their credulity is equal to their 
curiofity) before you can fit down in comfort to the 
neceflary refrefhment. This curious fpirit is into- 
lerable in the Eaftern States, and I have heard Dr. 
Franklin, who is himfelf a Boftonian, frequently re- 
late with great pleafantry, that in travelling when he 
was young, the firit ftep he took for his tranquillity, 
_and to obtain immediate attention at the inns,, was 
to anticipate enquiry, by faying, ‘ My name is 
‘6 Benjamin Franklin, I was born at Bofton, am a 
“€ printer by profeffion, am travelling to Philadel- 
‘ phia, fhall return at fuch a time, and have no 
‘ news—Now what can you give me for dinner?” 
The only caufe which can be affigned for the Au- 
thor’s error in this refpect i is the ftate in which he 
travelled, his being a foreigner, and the facility of 
obtaining information from the perfons of his re- 
finue. TRANSLATOR, 
< à I 
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infpiring him with a kind of affection for 
me, he offered to be our conduétor, lead- 
ing us fometimes through little paths, at 
others through woods, but continually 
climbing or defcending mountains, fo that 
without a guide, nothing fhort of witch- 
craft could have enabled us to find the 
road. Having thus travelled for two hours, 
we at laft defcended a fleep declivity, and 
then mounted another ; during which time 
he endeavoured to render the converfation 
more interefting. At laft, pufhing his horfe 
on brifkly, and ftopping fuddenly, he faid 
to me, ‘ You defire to fee the Natura] 
Bridge, don’t you Sir? You are now upon 
it, alight and go twenty fteps either to the 
right or left, and you will fee this prodigy.” 
1 had perceived that there was on each fide 
a confiderable deep hollow, but the trees 
had prevented me from forming any judg- 
ment, or paying much attention to it.— 
Approaching the precipice, I faw at firft 
two great mafles or chains of rocks, which 
formed the bottom of a ravin, or rather of 
animmenfe abyfs; but placing myfelf, not 
without precaution, upon the brink of the 
| "precipice, 
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precipice, I faw that ee ewe buttrefles 
were joined under my feet, forming a 
vault, of which I could yet form no idea, 
but of its height. After enjoying this 
magnificent but tremendous fpeétacle, 
which many perfons could not bear to 
look at, I went to the weftern fide, the 
afpect of which was not lefs impofing, but 


more piéturefque. This Thebaïs, thefe an- 


cient pines, thefe enormous maffes of rocks, 
fo much ‘the more aftonifhing as they ap- 
pear to poflefs a wild fymmetry, and rudely 
to concur, as it were, in forming a certain 
defign ; all this apparatus of rude and fhape- 
lefs Nature, which Art attempts in vain, at- 
tacks at once the fenfes and the thoughts, 
and excites a gloomy and melancholy ad- 
miration. But it is at the foot of thefe 
rocks, on the edge of a little ftream which 
flows under this immenfe arch, that we 
mutt judge of its aftonifhing ftruéture; there 
we difcover its immenfe {purs, its back- 
bendings, and thofe profiles which archi- 
tecture might have given it. The arch is” 
not compleat, the eaftern part of it not be- 
_ ing fo large as the weftern, becaufe the 

| : mountain 
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mountain is more elevated on this thanon the 
oppofite fide. It is very extraordinary that 
at the bottom of the ftream there appear no 
confiderable ruins, no trace of any violent 
laceration, which could have deftroyed the 
kernel of the rock, and have left the up- 
per part alone fubfifting; fér that is the 
only hypothefis that can account for fuch 
a prodigy. We can have no poflible re- 
courfe either to a volcano or a deluge, 
no trace of a fudden conflagration, or of a 
flow and tedious undermining by the water. 
The rock is of the calcareous kind, 
and its different {trata are horizontal; a 
circumftance which excludes even the idea 
of an earthquake, or fubterraneous cavera. 
It is not, in fhort, for a fmall number of 
travellers to give a decided opinion for the 
public on this phœnomenon of Nature, 
It. belongs to the learned of both worlds 
to judge of it, and they will now be enabled | 
to attempt the difcuflion. The necefary 
fteps are taken to render it as public as its. 
fingularity deferves; an officer of the engi- 
neers, the Baron de Turpin, an excellent 
mathematician and an accurate draughtf- 
man; 


Pass À 
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man, is gone to take the principal’ afpetts 
and dimenfions. His labours will fupply 
the deficiency of my defcription*. Though 
unacquainted with the powers of Nature, 
we may at at Jeaft have fome idea of our own. 
I fhall therefore leavé to more able hands the 
care of finifhing this picture, of which I 
have given only an imperfect fketch, “and 
continue the relation of our journey, which, 
though the principal object be already ac- 
complifhed, is not near being terminated, 
for the Natural Bridge is more than 250 
miles from Williamfburgh. 

— Whilft I was examining on all fides, 
and endeavouring to take fome drawings, 
my fellow-travellers had learned from our 
conductor that he kept a public-houfe, 
about feven or eight miles from the place 
where we were, and not more than two 
_ from the road which muft be taken next 
day to leave the mountains. Mr. Grify, 
(the name of our guide) had expreffed his 
withes to receive us, affuring us we fhould 
be as well as at the tavern recommended by 

| Mr. 


* Jee at the end of this Journal the à deferption | 
and the plans, 
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Mr. Praxton ; but had this been otherwife, 
we had too many obligations to Mr: Grifby 
not to give him the preference. We re- 
newed our journey therefore, under his guid-. 
ance, through the woods, which were very 
lofty; ftrong robuft oaks, and immenfe 
pines fufficient for all the fleets of Europe, 
here grow old, and perifh on their native 
foil; from which they have never yet been 
_drawn even by the hand of induftry *. 
One is furprized .to find every where in 
thefe.immenfe forefts, the traces of cone 
flagrations. Thefe accidents are fometimes 
occafioned by the imprudence of travellers, 
who light a fire when they go to fleep and 
neglect 


# The quality of the American oak is found by re- 
peated experience to be by no means equal to, or 
fo durable as that of Britain. A general furvey of the 
American woods was taken by order of the govern- 
mient of England, previous to the war, and the dif- 
ferent qualities afcertained by the furveyors, who, 
on their general report, gave the preference to the 
‘fouthern oak on the Apalachians, and in the inte- 
rior of Georgia and Florida; but in the Enghfh 
yards, even the Dantzick plank, which grows in Si- 
lefia, and that of Stettin is ftill preferred to the 
“American. | TRANSLATOR. 
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neglect afterwards to extinguifh | it. Little 
attention is, paid them when the woods 
alone are the victims, but as there are al- 
ways fome cultivated parts, the fire often 
reaches the fences, by which the fields are 
furrounded, and fometimes the houfes them- 
felves, which is inevitable ruin. to the cul- 
tivators. : 

I recollect that re my ay at Mon- 
ticello, from which one may difcoyer. an 
extent of thirty or forty leagues of wood, 
I faw feveral conflagrations three or four 
~ leagues diftant from each other, which con- 
tinued burning until a heavy rain fell luc- 
kily and extinguifhed them+. We arrived 


+ Conflagrations which take their rife in this 
manner, fometimes fpread to a prodigious extent in 
America, in the moraffes, as well as in the woods ; : 
in travelling from Eafton on the Delaware over the 
Mufconetgung mountains in the Upper Jerfey, in 
1782, 1 faw immenfe tracts of country lying in afhes 
from one of thefe accidental fires; and, during the 
fame fummer, Philadelphia was fometimes covered 
with fmoke, from a vaft morafs which had taken 
fire in the Jerfeys, and kept burning to a great depth 
from the furface, and for an extent of many miles 
around, for feveral months ; the progrefs of which 
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at Mr. Grifby’s a little before five o'clock, 
having met with nothing on the road but 
a wild turkey, which rofe fo far off, that 
it was impoffible to find it again. The 
houfe was not large, but neat and commo- 
dious ; we found it already taken up by 
other travellers, to whom we afluredly owed 
every token of refpect, if pre-eminence be- 
twixt travellers were to be meafured by the 
length of their refpeétive journies. 

The other guefts were a healthy good 
humoured young mah of eight and twenty, 
who fet out from Philadelphia with a pretty 
wife of twenty, and a little child in her arms, 
to fettle 500 miles beyond the mountains, in 
acountry lately inhabited, bordering on the 
Obio, called the country of Kentucket. His 
whole retinue was a horfe, which carried 
his wife and child. We were aftonithed at 
the eafy manner with which he proceeded 
on his expedition, and took the liberty of 
mentioning our furprize to him. Hé told 

us 


could: not be ftopped by the large trenches dug by 
the labour of the. whole country, nor until it was 
extinguifhed by the autumnal rains. 
TRANSLATOR. 
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us that the purchafe of good land in Pen- 
dylvania was very extravagant, that provi- 
fions were too dear, and the inhabitants too 
numerous, in confequence of which he 
thought it more beneficial to purchafe for 
about fifty guineas the grant of a thoufand 
acres ofland in Kentucket. ‘This territory had 
been formerly given to a Colonel of militia, 
until the King of England thought proper 
to order the diftribution of thofe immenfe 
countries; part of which was fold, and the 
other referved to recompence the Ameri- 
can troops who had ferved in Canada *, 


* The Author means the foldiers who ferved in 
Canada againft the French in the war before the 
Jaft. Kentucket is at prefent peopled by above fifty 
thoufand fettlers, and is on the point of being ad- 
‘mitted into the union, as an independent ftate. 
Kentucket is a fettlement on the creek, or rather 
river of that name, which falls into the Ohio, «and is. 
6272 miles diftant from Fort Pitt; butis-extending 
in every direction over a tract of the fineft and 
moft fertile country in the world; and as it is 
from the interior fettlements of this vaft country, 
that America will derive her future greatnefs, and 
_ eftablifh, new empires to rival, and perhaps out- 
do the antient world, I hope I fhall be pardoned for 
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But, faid I, where are the cattle? The ime 
plements of hufbandry with which you 
| À muft 


tranfcribing the following fhort but interefting ac- 
count of the banks of the Ohio from Captain Hut- 
chins’s ‘Topographical Defcription of that country, 
accompanying his Maps—* The lands upon the Ohio, 
_“ andits branches, are differently timbered accord- 
‘6 ing to their quality and fituation. The high and 
“€ dry lands are covered with red, white, and black 
“oak, Aickery, walnut, red and white mulberry; and 
‘6 afh trees, grape vines, &c.. The low and mea- 
<¢ dow lands are filled with /ycamore, poplar, red and 
“6 white mulberry, cherry, beech, elm, alpen, maple, or 
"4 fugar trees, grape vines, &c. And below, or fouth- 
< wardly of the Rapids, are feveral large cedar and 
‘* cypre/s fwamps, where the cedar and cyprefs-trees | 
€ grow to a remarkable fize, and where alfo is great 
-$¢ abundance of canes, fuch asgrow in South Carolina. 
* & There is a great variety of game, viz. buffaloes, bear, 
‘¢ deer, &cc. as well as ducks; geefe, /wans, turkies, phea- 
4 fants, partridges, &e. which abound in every part of 

“this country. ~The Odio, and the rivers emptying 
. into it, afford green, and other turtle, and fifh of 
‘¢ various forts; particularly carp, frurgeon, perch 
‘6 and catfifh; the two latter of an uncommon fize ; 
6 viz, perch from eight to twelve pounds weight, and 
“6 catfifh from fifty to one hundred pounds weight. 
~« The country on both fides of the Ohio, extending 
“¢t fouth-eafterly and fouth-wefterly from Fort Pitt 
“to the AMifi/ippi, and watered by the Ohio river 
sé and its branches, contains at leafl A MILLION OF 
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mutt begin to clear the land you have pur= 


chafed '—In the country itkelf, replied he. 
H 2 I carry 


SQUARE MILEs; and it may with truth be affirm- 
‘ed, that no part of the globe is bleffed with a 
‘ more healthful air or climate ; watered with more 
‘‘ navigable rivers, and branches communicating 
‘ with the Atlantic ocean, by the rivers Potowmack, 
‘€ ‘James, Rapäbannock, Miffifippi, and Si, Lawrence ; 
‘6 or capable of producing, with lefs labour and ex- 
‘ pence, wheat, Indian corn, buck wheat, rye, oats; 
“€ barley, flax, hemp, tobacco, rice, filk, pot-afh, &c. 
‘6 than the country under confideration; and it 
‘may be added, that. no foil can yield larger 
<‘ crops of red and, white clover, and other ufeful 
‘ grafs, thanthis does.”-——Colonel Gorpon; in 
his Fournal, gives the following defcription of this 
foil and climate: ‘ The country on the Ohio, &c: 
‘15 every where pleafant, with large level fpots of 
‘rich. land, remarkably healthy. One general re: 
“ mark of. this nature may ferve for the whole 
‘6 tract comprehended between the weftern. fkirts 
‘ of the Allegheney mountains, beginning at Fort 
‘* Ligonier, thence bearing fouth-wefterly to the 

‘* diftance of 500 miles oppofite to the Ohio falls, 
‘then croffing them northerly to the heads of the 
‘‘ rivers that empty themfelves into the Ohio. 
‘ thence eaft along the ridge that feparates the lakes 
‘and Ohio’s, ftreams to French Creek, which is op- 
‘polite to the abovementioned Fort Ligenier nor- 
‘£therly, This country may, from a proper know- 
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I carry nothing with me, but I have money 
in my pocket, and fhall want for nothing. 


I began 


# 


“ledge, be affirmed to be the moft healthy, the 
‘ moft pleafant, the moft commodious, and moft 
‘ fertile fpot of earth known to European people. is 
To which may be added the following extra& of a 
letter addrefled to the Earl of Hillfborough, in the 
year 1772, then Secretary of State for the North 
American department. 

€ No part of North America will require lefs en- 
‘ couragement for the production of naval flores, 
“ and raw materials for manufaétures in Europe, 
‘ and for fupplying the Weft-India iflands with 
‘ lumber, provifions, éSc. than the country of the Ohio, 
6 and for the following reafons: Firft, the lands 
“are excellent, the climate temperate, ‘the native 
‘€ grapes, /ilk-worms and mulberry-trees abound every 
« where; hemp, hops, and rye grow fpontaneoufly in 
the vallies and low-lands; dead and iron ore, 
<< coal allo, are plenty in the hills ; falt and frefh 
‘: fprings are innumerable ; and no foil is bet- 
* ter adapted to the culture of tobacco, flax and 


_“ cotton than that of the Ohio. Secondly, the 


‘6 country is well watered by feveral navigable rivers 


.. ™ communicating ‘with each other ; by which, and 


a fhort land carriage, the produce of the lands of 


.,% the Ohio can even now (in the year 1772) be fent 


‘cheaper to the feaport town of Alexandria, on 
*¢ the Potowmack in Virginia, than any kind of mer- 


& chandize is {ent from Northampton to London. — 
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Y began to relifh the refolution of this young | 
man, who. was active, vigorous, and free © 
ce QD ‘from 


<€ Thirdly, the Ohiois, at al/ feaJons of the year, na- 
“¢ vigable with ‘large boats like the we/?-country 
<* barges, rowed only by four or five men; and 
4° from the month of February to April, large fhips 
‘ may bé built on the Ohio, and fent to fea * laden 
s with hemp, iron, flax, filk, rice, tabacco, cotton, 
‘ pot-afhes, &c. Fourthly, corn, beef, fhip-plank, 
*¢ and other ufeful\ articles can be fent down the 
“¢ Aream of Ohio to Weft Florida, and from thence 
‘6 to. the Weft-Indies, much cheaper, and in better 
<< order than from New-York or Philadelphia. 
“« Fifthly, hemp, tobacco; iron, and fuch bulky ar- 
<< ticles may alfo be fent down the Ohio to the fea, 
“© at leaft so per cent. cheaper than thefe articles 
4© were ever carried by a land carriage of only fixty 
«¢ miles in Penfylvania, where waggonage is cheaper 
«© than inany other partof North America. Sixthly, 
“ thé éxpence of tranfporting European manufac 
«tures from thé fea to the Ohio, will not be fo much 
‘© as is now paid, and muft ever be paid, to a 
<¢ great part of the counties of Pen/ylvania, Virgi- 
“6 ya, and Maryland, as there is fcarce a place be- 
« tween Fort Pitt and the Rapids, a diftance of 705 
«* computed miles, where good roads may not be 
£6 rade, on the banks, which are not liable to crumble 
_ *© away, and horfes employed in drawing up large 
_ “f barges, as is done on the margin of the Thames 
# in England, and the Seine ip France, againft a 
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from care; but:the pretty woman, twenty _ 
Enr of age only, I doubted not but the was 
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ftream ie gentle, except in high frefhes. | 
Whenever the farmers or merchants of Ohio 
fhall properly underftand the bufinefs of tranfpor- 
tation, they will build fchooners, floops, &c. on 
the Obie, fuitable for the We/t-India or European 
markets ; ar by haying black walnut, cherry-tree, 
oak, &c, properly fawed for foreign markets, and 
formed into rafts, as is now prattifed by the fet- 
tlers near the upper parts of the Delaware river, 


‘ and thereon ftow their hemp, tobacco, &c. and 


proceed with them to New Orleans. It may not 
be amifs perhaps, to obferve, that large quanti- 


ties of Nour are made in the diftant (wef/ern) 


counties of Penfylvania, and fent by an expen- 
five land carriage to the city of Philadelphia, and 
from thence fhipped to South Carolina, and to 
Eaft and Weft Florida, there being little or no 
wheat raifed in thefe provinces. The river Odio 


‘ feems kindly defigned by Nature as the channel 


through which the two Floridas may be fupplied 
with flour, not only for their own confump- 


‘ tion, byt for the carrying on an extenfive com- 


merce with Samaica, (the Floridas were then in 
the poffeffion pf England) and the Spanifh fet- 
tlements in the Bay of Mexico. Maillftones in 
abundance are to be obtained in the hills near the 


Ohio, and the country is every where well wa- 
‘ tered with large, and conflant fprings, and 
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in defpair at) the facrifice fhe had mades:and 
I enGéaomurEd to difcover, in. her featuresand 
looks, 


“ ftreams for grift and other mills. The paflage 
‘ from Philadelphia to Penfacola, is feldom made : 
in lefs than a month, and fixty fhillings fterling 
‘ per ton freight (confifting of fixteen barrels) is 
“ ufually paid for flour, &c: thither. Boats car- 
rying from 800 to 1000 barrels of flour may go 
é in about the fame time from the Ohio (even 
‘ from Piit/burgh) as from Philadelphia to Penfa- 
‘ cola, and for half the above freight ; the Ohio mer- 
‘ chants would be able to deliver flour, &c. there, 
‘in much better order than from Philadelphia, and 
«© without incurring the damage and delay of the 
‘€ fea, the charges of infurance, and rifk in time 
<¢ of war, &c. or from thence to Penfacola. This 
‘ is not, mere fpeculation ; for it is a fa@, that 
‘ about the year 1746, there was a great fcarcity 
of provifions at New Orleans; and the French 
& fettlements at the //Jinois, {mall as they then were,’ 
‘4 fent thither, in one winter, upwards of eight 
‘ hundred thoufand weight of flour.” Mr. Lewis 
Evans, in the Analyfis to his Map of the Middle 
Colonies of North America, in the year 1755, fays, 
that ‘ Veffels from 100 to 200 tons burthen, by’ 
‘€ taking advantage of the {pring floods, may go 
“ from Pitifourgh to the fea with faféty, as then the 
¢ falls, rifts, and fhoals are Cone to an equality | 
‘ with the reft of the river.” To which Captain 
Hutchins, the prefent Geographer General to the United 
States; adds; ‘ And ates the diftance is upwards 
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looks; the fécret fentiments of her foul. 
Though fhe had retired: into a little cham- 
ber, to make room for us, fhe frequently 
came into that where we were; and I faw, 
not without aftonifhment, that her natural 
charms were even: embellithed by. the fere- 
nity of her mind. She often carefled her 
hufband and her child, and appeared to me 
admirably. difpofed to fulfil the firft object 
of every infant colony——* to increafe and. 
multiply.” Whilft fupper was preparing, 
and we were talking of travels, and examin= 
ing on the map the road our emigrants were 
to follow, I recolleéted that we had as yet 
an hour’s day light, and that it was juft the 
time I had feen the woodhens, of which, 
‘they. aflured me, there was plenty in the 
neighbourhood, and that there is a: critical 

+ rent 


ee ae two ‘Boiafuane miles from Fort Pitt to thé tea, 
sé yet as there are no obffruéfions to prevent veffels 
“from proceeding both. day and night, IT am per- 
‘+ fuaded that) this “extraordinary inland voyage 
fé, may, be perfor med, during the feafon of the floods, 
ce by rowing, in fxteen or feventeen days nn 
Here furely is a rational and ample field for the 
well regulated imagination of the philofopher and 
politician |! ! TRANSLATOR« 


de 


moment in hunting as welllas love. I took 
my fowling-piece, therefore, and proceeded 
to the woods; but inftead of wood-hens, - 
I found only a rabbit, which I wounded, but 
it rolledidown into a bottom, where I loft 
fight of lit, till it was difcovered by Mr- 
Grifby’s dogs, which, accuftomed to the 
report of a gun, found it in a hollow tree, 
to the top of which it would have fcramb- 
led had its leg not been broken. ‘The rab= 
bits of America differ from thofe of Eu- 
rope ; they do not burrow, but take refuge 
in hollow trees, which they climb like cats, 
and ‘often to a very confiderable height. 
Content with my victory, I returned to the 
houfe, but {topped fome time to hear, at fun- 
fet, two thrufhes, which feemed to chal- 
lenge each other to the fong, like the fhep- 
herds of Theocritus. ‘This bird ought, in 
my opinion, to be confidered as the night- — 
ingale of America; it refembles thofe of 
Europe in its form, colour, and habits ; 
but is twice as large. Its fong is fimilar to 
that of our thrufh, but fo varied and fo 
much more perfect, that, if we except the 
uniform GE notes of the European 

night- 
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nightingale, they might, be taken for each 
other... It is a bird of paflage,» like the 
a érr- -bird, and. like it, alfo, lomesiies 

remains through the winter. 14 bilo 
: Atemyreturn to the houfe, {upper was 
the fole object ; about which Mr. and Mrs, 
Grifby took great pains, whilft their daugh-) 
ters, about fixteen or feventeen, who were: 
perfect beauties, were laying the cloth. ‘Ih 
afked Mr. Grifbby: to.fup with us, but he: 
excufed himfelf, by afluring us that he was! 
yet employed in our fervice; nor was his 
attention ufelefs, for we had an excellent 
fupper 3; and though whifky was our only. 
drink, we contrived to convert it into tole- | 
rable toddy.. Breakfaft was ready betimes 
the next morning, and, correfponded with 
our fupper.. Mr. Grifby, who had nothing: 
to do, fat down to table with us. ‘He had 
a horfe faddled, that he. might accompany, 
us as a guide as far as.Greenly Ferry, where 
we were to repafs the Fluvanna: but I was 
informed that one of the fervant’s horfes was: 
fomuch wounded in the With eng thateat. 
was, impoflible to mount him. : This acci~! 
dent was the more inconvenient, as, 1 had. 
| already 
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already been obliged! to leave one at Mr. — 
Jefferfon’s, fo that I had no frefh horfe to 
{ubftitute.. On applying to Mr.: Grifby, 
he told me that the only horfe he had which 
could anfwer,my purpofe, was the one he 
generally rode, and which he was going to 
make ufe of to conduc us, but: that he 
would willingly oblige me with it, and 
take mine in its place, On my affuring him: 
that I would give him any thing he thought 
proper in return, he went tolookat my horfe; 
and whenhe came back told me, that when 
cured, he thought he might be worth his 
own, and that he left the difference entirely, 
to myfelf. As each of them might be 
-worth ten or twelve guineas, I gave him 
two in exchange, and he was perfe&ly con- 
tented. | had juft before afked for the bill, 
and when he declined letting me have it, I 
gave him four guineas. He received them 
with fatisfa@ion, afluring me it was double 
the fum he could have charged, At laft 
we were obliged to take our leave of this 
good houfe, but not of Mr. Grifby, who 
had taken another horfe to accompany us. 
On the road he fhewed us two plantations 

ane which 
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which he had occupied facceffively, before 
he fettléd on the one he at prefént culti- 
-wates. He hid left them in good condi- 
tion, and fold them at the rate of twelve or 
thirteen fhillings, Virginia currency, an 
acré, about ten livres’ of our money (88.5 
Esglifh.) We faw feveral other fettlements 
in the woods, all of which were fituated on 
thé banks of fome ftreany, whofe fource 
was not far diftant. The peach-trees, which 
they take care to plant, and the Judas-tree 
(or fliquafirum, but different from that which 
produces the balm of Mecca) which grows 
naturally at the water’s edge, were both in 
flower, and made a charming contraft to — 
the immenfe firs and oaks, in the centre of 
which were fituated thefe new plantations. 
It was near ten o'clock when we arrived 
at the ferry, and as we approached, fill fol- 
lowing the courfe of the river, I faw an 
animal, to which I was a ftranger, returning 
from the fide of the river, and “endeavour- 
ing to reach the wood. I pufhed my horfe 
towards it, hoping to frighten and make 
it climb a tree, for I took it for a racoon ; 
in fae it mounted the neareft tree, but very 
i flowly 
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flowly and aukwardly. I hadsno. great dif- 
ficulty in kulling it, for it did not'even en- 
deavour to hide itfelf, like the fquirrel, be- 
hind the darge. branches. . When I had 
taken it from the dogs, among which it 
ftrugeled hard, and had bitten. them pretty 
fharply ; on examining it with attention, I 
difcovered it to be the monax, or the mar- 
mofet of America. in its form, fur, and 
colour it refembled very much the mufk 
rat; but it is larger and differs eflentially 
in the tail, whichis fhort and rough, Like 
the mufk rat, however, its ribs are fo fhort 
and flexible, that they might be miftaken for. 
griftles, fo that though it is much bulkier 
than a hare, it can pafs through a hole of 
not above two inches in diameter. 

Greenly Ferry derives its name from the 
proprietor, and is fituated between two 
fteep banks. We paffed it in three trips, 
and parting with Mr. Grifby, depended en- 
tirely on.our own induftry to find, the road 
to a very fteep, but little -frequented:.gap, 
the only: paflage by which we could get out 
of the mountains.: They told-us, at the 
mit that we fhould find but one houfe, 
| three . 

x 4 
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three miles from thence, and at the foot of 
the very mountain we were to climb. A 
little path conduéted us to this houfe : 
after afking new inftruétions, we followed 
another path, and began toafcend, not with= 
out difficulty, for in general the acclivity 
was fo rapid, that we were obliged to ftop our. 
horfes to give them breath. This afcent, 
which formed the road, is at leaft three 
miles long, by which you may judge of the 
height of thefe mountains ; for in the {pace 
of an hundred miles, this is the leaft fteep _ 
of any which compofe what are called the 
Blue Ridges. Arrived at the fummit, we 
enjoyed the reward generally beftowed on 
fuch labours. A magnificent, but favage 
profpect, prefented itfelf to our eyes ; we faw 
the mountains which form the North Ridge, 
and thofe which, crofling from one chain 
to the other, fometimes unite the Blue 
Ridges. In one of thefe traverfes of moun- 
tains, the Natural Bridge is placed. It is 
to be obferved, that I {peak here only of the 
view to the north, for we had not the ad- 
vantage of enjoying the double profpect ; 
fome neighbouring fummits, and the height 
f of 


NORTH-AMERICA. tn 


of trees, prevented us from extending our — 
view to the fouthward... The defcent was 
not lefs rapid than the afcent ; its length 
was alfo three miles. We judged it necef- 
fary, for the relief of our horfes and our 
own fafety, toalight and walk; though the 
ftones, which rolled under our feet, rendered 
it very incommodious. ‘The dogs, which 
were not fo fatigued by this inconvenience 
as ourfelves, beat the woods, while we 
walked flowly on, and two. hundred: paces 
from us they fprang five wild turkeys ; but 
as thefe birds directed their flight towards a 
fteep hill behind us, we did not think pro- 


per to follow them. We were almoft at the 


bottom of the mountain whéh we began to 
perceive the horizon; but this horizon difco- 
vered nothing but woods and mountains, far 
lefs elevated than thofe we were leaving, if 
we except threefummits known by the name 
of the Peaks of Otéer, which are very lofty, 
and advance from the Blue Ridges as a kind 
of counter-guard. : In general, all the coun- 
try from the Blue Ridges to the fources of 
the Apamatock, may be confidered as a gla- 
cis compofed of little mountains, beginning 
vie at 
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at the foot of the Blue Ridges, and conti 
nually diminifhing.. Of this the beft charts 
of Virginia give not the leaft.indication, fo 
that it is impoflible, by the infpeétion of 
* them, to form a juft idea of the nature of 
this country. | | 
It was half paft oneo’clock, and we had - 
rode fixteen miles in very bad roads, when 
wearrived at the firft houfe at the foot of 
the gap; but as it was an indifferent hut, 
we were obliged to proceed two miles fur- 
ther, to a planter’s of the name of Lambert, 
who received us with every mark of polite- 
‘nefs. He gave us cakes and milk, for he had 
neither bread nor bifcuit; and, whilft our 
horfes were feeding, he entertained us with 
gay, joyous converfation. Mr. Lambert 
is a kind of phenomenon in America, where 
longevity is very rare; he is eighty-three 
years of age, and {carcely appears to be 
fifty-five ; he is well known in the country, 
for there is hardly a trade he has not follow- 
ed, nor a part of it he has not livedin. He 
is now a hufbandman, and refides at a very 
fine plantation, which he has cleared, at the 
foot of the mountains. His wife, who is 
| only 
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only fixty-five, looks much older than he 
does ; his fons are yet young; one isa Cap- 
tain in the Virginia Legion, and formed his 
company himfelf in the beginning of the 
_ war. It was then compofed of fixty-thres 
men, all enlifted in the neighbourhood ; 
and at the end of fix campaigiis all the fixty- 
three are living, fome few of them only 
having been wounded, At five we mounts 
ed again to proceed ten miles further, to thé © 
houfe of a Captain Muller, who, like Mr: 
Lambert, does not keep a public houfe, but 
willingly receives the few travellers who: pafs 
by this unfrequented road. Although they 
affured us wecould not poffibly mifs the road, 
they would more properly have faid it was 
impoffible to find it; for we deemed it very 
fortunate to lofe ourfelves but twice, and at 
length, after dark, we arrived at Mr. Mul- 
ler’s. He is a man about fixty, fix feet high, 
and bulky in proportion, very loquacious, 
but a good kind of man, attached to his 
country, and a great newfmonger. He 
told us he would do his beft to give us fome- 
thing for fupper, but that he could offer us 
no other lodging than the room in which 

NOEL, s sho: I ‘he 


314 TRAVELS IN 


he received us, where he would order them 
to place our beds. The room was fpacious 
and clean, but already occupied by a fick 
perfon, whom he could not. difturb, and 
whom he begged us to leave in the little 
corner he pofleffed. This was an unfor- 
_tunate old man of eighty, who, two days 
before, travelling in the neighbourhood, had 
been half devoured by a great bitch, whofe 
_ whelps he had imprudently approached ; 
fhe had lacerated one of his arms and thighs. 
Mr. Muller beftowed on him every poflible 
care, and Mrs. Muller herfelf dreffed his 
wounds. This poor man flept all the even- 
ing, but in the night he complained much, 
and fometimes awakened us. On my afk- 
afking him, the next morning, how he 


found himfelf, he anfwered, mighty weak*. 


Before we went away I defired to have 
the bill, but Mr. Muller not chufing 
to prefent any, I begged him to accept 
of a couple of. guineas, defiring, at the fame 
time, to know if it was enough. ‘ Too 
. much, replied he, you come from France 
to my country to fupport and defend it; I 
| ought 


* Mighty little, mighty few, mighty weak, &c. are 
favourite expreflionsin America, ‘TRANSLATOR. 
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ought to receive you better and take no= 
thing, but I am only a poor countryman, and 
not in a condition to demonftrate my gra- 
titude. -If I were not ill, (and indeed he 
was afthmatic) I-would mount my horfe and 

attend you to the field of battle.” | 
The little refource we had found in this 
howfe, and the neceflity of dividing the 
long journey we had to make, determined 
us to fet out Very early, and breakfaft at 
New London, a little town, two miles from | 
hence. ‘The difficulty of finding the road 
till remaining, I luckily met a man in the 
. court-yard, juft ready to mount, who re- 
lieved us from this anxiety. He was an 
old captain of the Virginia Legion, whom I 
had feen arrive in the evening in company 
with two tall'young ladies, in huge gauze 
bonnets, covered with ribbands, and dref- 
fed in fuch a manner as formed a perfect 
contraft to the fimplicity of the houfe in 
which they were *. Thefe, I underftood, 
| i | were 


* The rage for drefs amongft the women in Ame- 
rica, in the very height of the miferies of war, was 
beyond all bounds ; nor was it confined to the great 
towns, it prevailed equally on the fea-coafts, and 
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Were Mr. Muller’s daughters, returned from 
fupping in the neighbourhood; but I was 
careful not to fpeak to them, as I doubted 
not but we had taken poffeffion of the beds 
deftined for thefe fines ladies and their 
company, and was in great terror leaft 

| | French 


in the woods and folitudes of the vaft. extent of 
country, from Florida to New Hampfhire. In tra- 
velling into the interior parts of Virginia I fpent a 
delicious day at an inn, at the ferry of Shenandoah, 
or the Cataton Mountains, with the moft en- 
chanting, accomplifhed, and voluptuous girls, the 
daughters of the landlord, a native of Bofton, tranf- 
planted thither; who, with all the gifts of Nature, 
poffeffed the art of drefs not unworthy of Parifian 
milliners, and went regularly three times a week to 
the diftance of feven miles, to attend the leffons of 
one de Grace, a French dancing-mafter, who was 
making a fortune inthe country. In one of my 
 journies, too, I met with a young Frenchman, who. 
was travelling on the bufinefs of the celebrated M. 
de Beaumarchais, and was uncommonly fuccefsful 
in his amours, of which I fpeak from perfonal 
knowledge. On my enquiring the fecret of his 
fuccefs, he affured me, and put it beyond a doubt,. 
that his paffe-par-tout, or mafter-key, confifted in 
a fafhionable affortment of ribbands, and other 
articles contained in: a little box, from: wh 
difficult cafes, he opened am irreftible and never 
failing battery TRANSLATOR. 
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French gallantry fhould compel us to re- 
fign them. I know not how they managed, 
but they appeared again in the morning and — 
were far from handfome. 

The Captain had been to fleep a mile 
from hence, at a fifter’s of Mr. Muller, 
and was mounting his horfe to return to 
New London, whither he offered to condu& 
us, and to provide our breakfaft as he kept 
a tavern. I accepted both his propofals, 
and we travelled the diftance of ten miles 
very agrecably; the country, like that 
through which we pañled the preceding 
evening, being diverfified with very pretty 
plantations. New London, where we ar- 
rived at ten in the morning, is an infant 
.. town, but already pretty confiderable, for 
there are at leaft feventy or eighty houfes. 
There is likewife a. military magazine ef- 
tablifhed here, and feveral workfhops for 
repairing arms. Its fituation, in the mid- 
dle of the woods, far diftant from the feat 
of war, as well as commerce, does not re- 
quire it fhould be fortified, but Nature has 
prepared every thing to make it a ftrong 
| place. Situated upon a little platform, fur- 
I 3 rounded 
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rounded by a glacis, the declivity of which 
is exactly what could be wifhed, this little 
town might be fortified at a fmall expence, 
and defended by a trifling garrifon; we 
left it about twelve o’clock, and had twen- 
ty-four miles to go to the only houfe where 
we could find a good lodging. It was not 
a tavern, but the proprietor, Mr. Hunter, 
received ftrangers with pleafure. The dif- 
ference between a real tavern, anda hofpi. 
table houfe of reception, is greatly to the 
advantage of the traveller; for in America, 
as in England, publicans pay heavy taxes, 
and indemnify themfelves by their exorbi- 
tant charges: Mr, Hunter received us well, 
and in a very clean houfe. We fet out 
early the next morning, and after riding 
eight miles, always in dry, arid woods, 
we ftopped to breakfaft at Mr. Partifon's. 
He is a fat man, about forty-five, difabled 
in his legs fince he was two years old, and 
‘fo helplefs that he cannot tranfport him- 
‘felf from one place to another, but by pufh- . 
ing his chair, One would hardly think 
that a man aflli@ed with fuch an infirmity 
fhould choofe to live in the midft of woods, 
where 
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where he has no company but one white 
man fervant, and negroes of each fex. I 
believe him impotent in more than one re- 
{pcét, for he has lived in a conftant ftate of 
celibacy, and his oftenfible imbecility would 
have been no obftacle in a country where 

every body marries, 
» After we had proceeded twenty miles 
farther, we ftopped, at four o’clock, ata 
Scotfman’s of the name of Yohnfon, who 
is the moft ridiculous perfonage imaginable. 
He pronounces Englifh in fo unintelligible 
a manner, that Mr. Dillon afked him, very 
ingenuoufly, what language he was fpeak- 
ing. As Mr. Johnfon was an ill-tempered 
fellow, and a little drunk, I forefaw that 
this queftion could not fucceed, and would 
turn out to our difadvantage, on quitting 
this fort of tavern. It happened as I ima- 
gined ; for after a ftay of only three quar- 
ters of an hour, he was not afhamed to afk 
Seven dallars for about twenty pounds weight 
of the leaves of Indian corn for our horfes, 
and two bowls of toddy for the fervants. 
I confoled myfelf, like Monfieur de Pour- 
ccaugnac in Moliere, with the fatisfaction 
f only, 
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only, on paying him, of telling him my 

fentiments of his behayiour, and went 
twelye miles further to feck hofpitality at 
another Scotfman’s, where we arrived at 
the clofe of day. But this was a very dif- 
ferent charaéter from the other. He was 
an old man of feventy-two, called Hodneit, 
who has been eftablifhed in America above 
forty years, though but lately fixed. in 
the plantation where he now lives, He 
was eager to pleafe, polite, and even in- | 
clined to compliment, proud of being born 
in Europe, and having paft fome time at 
Cork, where he miffed, he told me, a fine 
opportunity of learning French ; for he had 
lived with feveral French merchants, whofe 
names he yet remembered, although it was 
upwards of fifty years ago. He enquired 
at leaft twenty times of meif I knew them, 
and brought me an old book, the only 
one he had in the houfe, which was a bad 
treatife of geography. It was doubled in 
at the article of Cork, and one might fee 
that» he often read this chapter, as the par 
pee was more thumbed there than elfe- 
where.  Whilft he prefented me with this 
| book, 
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book, he obferved, with an’ air of import- 
ance, that in -his opinion it was the beft 
geographical work exifting, nor was it dif- 
ficult to perceive that it was the only one 
he ever heard of. I amufed myfelf how: 
ever with afluring him that he poffefled a 
real treafure, and that he ought carefully 
to preferve it. He went immediately to 
lock it up, and returned with a {crap of 
illuminated paper, which reprefented the 
arms and mottoes of the family of the 
Hodnetts.. I made him happy by declar- 
ing they: were known all over Europe, 
and furely it was not paying too dear for 
a good fupper and good beds; for the 
next morning he would not give us any 
bill. I thought proper, however, to pay 
him handfomely ; hoping, at the fame time, 
that the family of the Hodnetts would 
know nothing of it, nor think themfelves 
under the neceflity of adding the fign of an 
ale-houfe to their armorial bearings. 

It was on the 23d, but the heat was al- 
ready very troublefome, when we arrived 
to breakfaft at nine o’clock at Cumberland 
 Gourt-boufe. This is the chief manor-houfe 


of 
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of a very confiderable country 3"it is fituat- 
ed in a plain of about ‘a mile’ diameter, 
fixteen miles from’ Hodnett’sy l'Befides the 
court-houfe, and a large taverhytits netef- 
fary appendage, there are feven ‘or ‘eight 
houfes inhabited by gentlemen of fortune. 
I found the tavern full'of people, and un- 
derftood ‘that the judges were affembled ta 
hold a icourt of claims, that is to fay, to, 
hear and repifter the claims of fundry per- 
fons, who ‘had furnifhed provifons for the 
army.» We know that in general, but pare 
ticularly in unexpected invafions, the Ame- 
rican troops had no eftablifhed magazines; 
and as it was neceflary to have fubfiftence 
for them, provifions and forage were indif- 
criminately laid hold of,: on giving the 
owners a receipt, which they called a cer- 
sificate. During the campaign, whilft the 
enemy was at hand, little attention was given 
to this fort of loans, which accumulated 
inceflantly, without the fum total being 
known, or any means taken to afcertain 
the proofs. Virginia being at length load- 
ed with thefe certificates, it became necef- 
fary, fooner or later, to liquidate thefe ac- 
counts, 


NORTH-AMERICA, | 123 


_ counts. The laft affembly of the State of 
_ Virginia, had accordingly thought proper 
to pafs a bill, authorizing the Juftices of 
each county to take cognizance of thefe cer- 
tificates, to authenticate their validity, and 
to regifter them, fpecifying the value of 
the provifions in money; according to the 
eftablifhed tariff. I had the curiofity to go 
to the court-houfe, to fee how this affair was 
tranfaéted, and faw it was performed with 
great order, and fim plicity. The Judges wore 
their common cloaths, but were feated on 
an elevated tribunal, as at London in the 
Court of King’s Bench or Common Pleas. 
‘One of them feeing me ‘ftanding at the door 
‘of the hall, Aétecpaea from the bench, and 

invited me to go and take fome refrefh- 
ment at his houfe, where the family would 

entertain me till the feflions were finifhed. 
I told him 1 was obliged to proceed on 
my journey, and really we had no time to 
lofe, for there yet remained twenty-eight 
miles to travel, and on a road fo un- 
provided with every neceflary for travellers, 
that though we intended giving our horfes 
another bait, we could not find forage nearer 
than 
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than at a {mith’s fhop, at twenty. miles dif- 
tance. AsI intended therefore ‘ftaying only 
half an hour at moft, I feated myfelf un: 
der fome trees; but Monfieur D’Oyré hav- 
ing gone into the houfe, returned and told 
me there was a company of four or five 
young girls, all pretty and very well dref- 
fed. Curiofity inducing me to fee them, 
my attention was foon fixed upon a young 
woman of eighteen, who was fuckling her 
child. Her features were fo regular, and 
there was fuch decency and modefty i in her 
behaviour, that fhe recalled to my mind. 
thofe beautiful virgins of Raphael, the mo- 
del, or example of the deau ideal. As I no 
longer permit myfelf to confider beauty but 
with a philofophic eye*, I fhall here 
| make 

# The reader will here, doubt {s, be apt to piéture 
to himfelf the Author as a grév-headed worn out 
veteran, or an unimpaffioned, ftoical member of the 
French academy, barely remembering ‘the days 
when he was young ;” but it is my duty to unde- 
‘ceive him ; the Marquis de Chaftellux is a well made, 
handfome man, of about four and forty, with eyes 
full of intelligence and fire, the carriage and deport- 
ment of a man of rank, and with a difpofition, 


extremely remote from an indifference to beauty. 
TRANSLATOR, 
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make an obfervation which has occurred to 
me in foreign countries, particularly in 
England and America ; it is, that the beauty 
of forms and of features, the beauty inde- 
_ pendant of grace, motion, and expreflion, is 
oftener found amongft the people of the 
North, or amongft their defcendants, than 
in France, or towards the South. If I were 
to aflign the caufe of this difference, I fhould, 
fay, that from fome unaccountable reafon, 
unconneéted, doubtlefs, with the tempera« 
ture of the climate, the youth of both fexes 
are more more forward, and more ripe, 
amongft them than with us, from which it 
refults, that young people, particularly young 
girls of twelve, or thirteen, unite that 
roundnefs of form, frefhnefs of complexion, 
and regularity of features, before they are 
modified by paffions and habits. 

In France it is quite different; children 
are there very pretty to the age of feven or 
eight years ; but it is feldom that girls pre- 
ferve their beauty to the age of puberty. 
This is the epoch, however, when we muft 
form our opinion of what they may be; 
| ne even. thefe ae ate LS deceit- 
ful. 
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ful... This period: is a kind of chryfalis, a 
{late of probation, in which the handfome 
become ugly, and the ugly handfome. It 
is from the age of twenty to twenty-five 
that the features develop and declare them- 
felves, and that Nature compleats her work, 
if not diverted from her courfe by ficknefs, 
but efpecially by the moral and natural con- 
fequences of marriage. On the other hand, 
our women, this danger once over, retain 
their beauty longer than in any other coun- 
try. It appears as if their very fouls were. 
identified in their features, and watched over 
their prefervation ; not a movement without 
a grace, no grace without expreflion; the 
defire of pleafing improves and perpetuates 
the means; and Nature, rather aided than 
counteracted by Art, is never abfolutely 

abandoned to a domeftic life, nor lavifhed by 
an unlimited fecundity*. ‘Thus ufeful trees 
ie may 


* Ttis certain that population is not the main ob- 
“ject of marriage in France amongft the higher claf- 
fes. Amongft the nobility, in particular, the par- 
ties are generally contra&ted, when very young, by 
their refpeétive parents, who bring them together to 
make an heir, or two, for the family ; which object, 
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may ferve to decorate our gardens, if the too 
great quantity of fruit does not prevent the 
reproduétion of their bloffoms. T'hefe re- 
fletions prove, that the French women . 
have no reafon to envy ftrangers ; that their 
beauty, in fat, though “longer in coming 
to maturity, and lefs perfect, is more be- 
witching and more durable ; that if-others 
furnifh better models for the painter, they 
will ftand the teft of a longer examination, 
and that, in fhort, if they are not always 
thofe we moft admire, they are certainly 
thofe we muft love the moft and the 
longeft. 

But let me return vee this dangerous 
excurfion, and refume my journey. We 


had 


once compleated, they part with as little affeétion as 

when they met, but with lefs paffion, and pafs the 
remainder of their lives in perfe&t freedom. Whilft 
_ family duty is performing for family purpofes, their 
conduct is diétated, in general, by the niceft honour, 
and their noble blood is tranfmitted tolerably pure 
and free from contamination; but ‘* unlimited fecun- 

dity,’’ as it is checked by fome on principles of ceco- 
nomy and prudence, is deemed vulgar and barbarous 
by all, except the lower clafles, who are ftrangers to 
this fyftem of refinement. | TRANSLATOR, 
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had rode forty-four miles, and: night was 
clofing faft upon us, when we arrived at 
Powhatan Court-houfe ; this is amore recent, 
and more ruftic fettlement than that. of 
Cumberland. It confifts only of two mean 
huts, one for the purpofe of holding the 
feffions, the other by way of publick. 
houfe; but which hitherto is fcarcely fit for 
the reception of travellers. It is kept by a 
young man who has juft fettled here; his 
wife is a tall, handfome woman, his fifter-. 
in-law not quite fo pretty. We had a good 
_ fupper and good beds, but our horfes were 
obliged to do without forage. ‘The county 
of Powhatan takes its name from a King of 
the Savages, famous in the hiftory of Virgi- 
nia, who reigned at the commencement of 
the laft century; when the colony formed 
its firft eftablifhmient at Fames Town, it was 
often néceflary to treat, and fometimes to, 
wage war with him. He is teprefented as 
a profound, but perfidious, politician. : He 
“had conquered all the country betwixt the 
Apamatock and Bay of Chefapeak, and was 
‘dreaded LA the neighbouring nations. | 
| , We 
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“We left Powhatan the 24th, early in the 
morning, and, after having ftopped twice, 
the firft time to breakfaft in a poor little 
houfe, eight miles from Powhatan, and the 
~ daft, twenty-four miles further, at a place 
called Cheferfeld Court-boufe, where we faw 
the ruins of the barracks formerly occupied 
by Baron Stuben, fince burnt by the Eng- 
lifh, arrived in good time at Peterfourg. 
This day’s journey was alfo forty-four miles. 
- The town of Peterfburg is fituated on the 
right ‘bank of the Apamatock ; there are 
fome houfes on the oppofite fhore, but this 
kind of fuburb is a diftrit independent of 


Peterfburg, and called Pocabunta. “We 


pafled the river in a ferry-boat, and were 
conducted to a little public houfe about 
thirty fteps from thence, which had an in 
different appearance ; but, on entering, we 
found an apartment very neatly furnithed ; 
a tall woman, handfomely drefied, ‘and of a 
genteel figure, who gave the neceflary orders 
for our reception, and a young lady, equally 
tall; and very elegant, at work, : Lenquired 
their names, which I found were not lefs 
entitled to refpet ‘than their “appearance. 

Vor 1e RR The 
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The miftrefs of the houfe, already. twice 

a widow, was called Spencer; and her aga 

ter, by her firft hufband, Mi ifs Saunders, 

was fhewn my, bedchamber ; and Swe 

thing which ftruck me was a large magni- 

ficent harpficord, on which lay aHoa puitare 

Thefe mufical inftruments belonged to Mifs 

Saunders, who: knew very well how to uf 

them ; but as we ftood more in: need of a 
good fupper, than a concert, I was appre- 

henfive at firft of finding our landladiés too 

good company, and that we fhould have 
fewer orders to -give than compliments to 
make. Mrs. Spencer, however, happened 

to be the beft woman in the world ; a gay, 

cheatful créature, no common difpofition. 
jm America; and her daughter, amidft 

the elegance of her appearance, was mild, 

_polite, and eafy in converfation. But 

_ to hungry. travellers all this could, at the 

_beft, be confidered but as a good omen 
for the fupper, for which we had not long 
to wait; for {careely had we time to adinire 
the neatnefs and beauty of the'table-cloth, 
before it was covered with plenty of good | 
Sapient un” Tome very large and ex- 
7 | cellent: 
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@ellent fifh. We were very good friends 
- with our charthing landladies before we went 
to bed, ‘and breakfafted with them the next 
morning.” We were juft going out to take 
_ awalk, when we received a vifit from Mr. 
Victor, whom Thad fen at Wifliamfburgh ; ; 
he is a Prüffian, who had formerly been in 
the army, and, after having travelled a great 
deal in ‘Europe, came and fettled in this 
country, where, by his talents, he firft made 
his fortune; and, like every body elfe, 
finifhed by turning planter. He is an ex- 
cellent mufician, and plays every kind of in- 
frament, which makes his company in 
great requeft by the whole neighbourhood. 
He'told us he was come to pafs a few days 
with Mrs. Bowling, one of the greateft lande 
holders in Virginia, and proprietor of half 
the town of Peterfburg. He added, that the 
had ‘heard of our arrival, and hoped we 
would come and dine with ‘her, which int 
vitation we accepted, and put ‘ourfelves un- 
der the guidance‘of Mr. Victor, who firft 
took us to the warehoufes or magazines of 
tobacco.  Thefe warchoufes, of which 

there are numbers ‘in Virginia, though, 
ve Ke 2 unfortu- 


~ 
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unfortunately, great part of thei has beer 
burned by the Englith,:are under the direc- 
tion of public authority. | “There. care! in- | 
fpectors nominated ‘to prove the quality»of 
the tobacco brought by: the planters, and 
if found good, they give a receipt for ‘the 
quantity. The tobacco may then be confi- 


dered as fold, thefe authentic receipts circu- 
lating as ready money in the country. ‘For 


example: fuppofe I have depofited twenty 
hogfheads of tobacco at Peterfburg, I may 
go fifty leagues thence to Alexandria or 


EF rederickfburg, and buy horfes, cloths, - 


or any other article, with thefe receipts, 
which circulate through a number of hands 
before they reach the merchant who pur- 


_ chafes the tobacco for exportation. This 


is an excellent inftitution, for by this means 
tobacco becomes not only a fort of ‘bank- 
ftock, but current coin... You ‘often hear 
the inhabitants fay, ‘This watch coft me 


~ ten hogtheads of tobacco ; this horfe fifteen 
~ hogfheads ; or, I have been offered twenty, 
&c.” Itis true that the- price of this’ ar- 


ticle, which feldom varies in peace, ‘is: fub- 
Jeet to. Hot Ae in ‘time: of war; but 
| | then, 
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. then, he who receives it-in payment, makes: 
a free bargain, calculates the rifks and ex- 

pectations, and runs the hazard; in fhort, 
we may look on this as a very ufeful efta- 


' blifhment:;. it gives to commodities value 


and circulation, as foon as they are manu- 
faCtured, and, in fome meafure, renders 
the planter independent of the merchant. 
The warehoufes at Peterfburg belong to 
Mrs. Bowling. They were. {pared by the 
Enplith; either becaufe the Generals Phil- 
lips and Arnold, who lodged with her, had 
_fome refpe& for her property, or becaufe 
they wifhed: to preferve the tobacco con- 
‘tained’ in them in expeétation of felling it 
for their profit. Phillips died in Mrs. 
Bowling’s ‘houfe, by which event the fu- 
preme command devolved upon Arnold ; 
and: I heard it faid, that Lord Cornwallis, 
on his arrival, found him at great variance 
with) the navy,. who pretended. that the 
booty belonged to them. Lord Cornwallis 
terminated the difpute, by burning the to- 
bacco; but not before Mrs. Bowling, by 
Her intereft, had time fufficient to get it re- 
‘moved from her warehoufes, She was lucky 


K 3 _ enough, 


‘enough, “alt to-faye ‘her valuable property 
in the fame town, ‘confifting ofiai mill, - 
which turns fuch a number of mill-ftones, 

_ bolting machines, cribbles, &c. and, info 
fimple and eafy a manner, that it produces 
‘above £.800 a year fterling. I paffed up. 
‘wards of an hour ‘in examining its ivari- 
ous parts, and) admiring the carpentéf’s 

_ work, and the conftruétion. It is turned 
by the waters of the Apamatock, which 
are conveyed to it by a canal excavated in 
“the rock. ‘Having continued our) walk in 
the town, where we faw a number of fhops, 
many of which were well ftocked,..we 
thought it time to pay our refpeéts to Mrs. 
Bowling, and begged Mr. Victor to conduct 
us to sod + Her houfe, or rather houfes, for 
fhe has’ two on the fame line refembling 
each other, which fhe propofes to join to- 
gether, are fituated on the fummit of a con« 
“fiderable flope, which rifes from. the level 
of the town.of Peterfburg, and correfponds 
fo exaétly with the courfe of the river, that 
“there is no doubt of its having formerly 
“formed one of its banks, \ This flope,.and 
the vaft: ae on which the hkoufe.is 
ees 
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built, are covered with grafs, which afford 
excellent pafturage, and are alfo her pro- 
.perty. It was: formerly furreunded with 
eails, and the raifed a number of fine horfes 
there but the Englith burned the fences, 


and carried away a great number of the . 


horfes. Qn our arrival we were faluted by 
Mifs Bowling, a young dady of fifteen, 
pofleffing all the frefhnefs of her age ; fhe 
was followed by her mother, brother, and 
fifter-in-law. The mother, a lady of fifty, 
has but Jittle refemblance to her country- 
women; fhe is lively, active, and intelli- 
gent; knows perfectly well how to manage 
het immenfe fortune, and what is yet more 
rare, knows how to make good ufe of it. 
Her fon and daughter-in-law I had already 
~ feen at Williamfburgh. The young gentle- 
man appears mild and polite, but his wife, 
of only feventeen years of age, is a moft in- 
terefting acquaintance, not only from her 
face and form, which are exquifitely deli- 
cate, and quite European, but from her 
‘being alfo defcended from the Indian Prin- 
eels, Pocabunta, daughter of King Powha- 
‘tan, of whom Thave already fpoken. We 
1 | A | may 
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_ May. A that,it is rather the.difpofition 
N of that, amiable American woman, than her 
“exterior, beauty, | which mpi =: | 
| «Perhaps, they. sia, are not. sen. à 
“acquainted with, the. hiftory of Virginia, 
may be ignorant, that Pocahunta, was the 
protectrefs of the Englifh, and often fereen- 
ed them from the cruelty of her father. She 
was but twelve years old when Captain 
Smith, the braveft, the moftintelligent, and 
the moft humane of the firft colonifts, fell 
into the hands of the favages ; he already 
underftood their language, had traded with | 
them feveral times, and often appeafed the 
quarrels between the Europeans and them ; 
often had he. been obliged alfo to fight 
them, and to punifh their perfidy, At 
length, however, under the pretext, of com- 
merce, he was drawn into an ambufh, and 
‘the only two companions who accompanied 
him, fell before his eyes ; but, though alone, 
by his ‘dexterity . he extricated himfelf from 
the t troop which furrounded him, until, une 
fortunately, imagining he could fave himfelf 
by: Von a eeutoral he ftuck fait, fo that 
borden ins pot . the 
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the favages, again whom he ‘had no means 
ref defending himfelf, at‘laft took and bound 
him, and conducted him to Powhatan. 4 
The King was fo proud of having Captain 
Smith in his power, that he fent him in tri- 
umph to all the tributary Princes; and or- 
dered that he fhould be fplendidly treated, 
till he returned to fuffer that death aia 


was presse for mie x . 
% Dre Ribera Mr. fo and a ‘Riumsber of 
_ Writers haye given an account of the cruel-mode by 
which the Indians torture their prifoners of. wary 
before they put them to death. ‘During my refidence 
near Alexandria, in Virginia, ‘in 1782, I had the 
following relation of their barbarous’ treatment, from 
a.gentleman, who had juit efcaped ont of the hands 
‘of thefe infernal furies.. Colonel Crawford, and his 
fon, two ‘great land furveyors, and moft refpectable, 
planters i in Virginia, in heading a party againft the 
Indians and Tories, aided‘ by fome light horfe from 
the Lritifh, frontiers, who had fpread horror and de- 
vaftation through. the infant back fettlements of thé 
United States, were defeated and. made ‘prifoners: 
The gentleman, from whom I had this. account, Was. 
 furgeon to the party, and was conduéted, with Mr. : 
Crawford and his fon, to be facrificed in his turn, at 
gne of the: Indian villages, to the manes of their 
people flain in battle. The bloody bufinefs commene 
ged with Mr, Crawford, the father, who was deli- 
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wered 0 over r to the women, and ae faftenedt toa flake, 
gn the centre of a “circle formed by the favages and 
oheir allies, the female furies, after the preamble of a _ 
wat fong, began by tearing out the nails of his toes 
and fingers, then proceeded, at confiderable intervals, 
to cut off his nofe and ears; after which they ftuck 
His lacerated body full of pitch pines, large pieces of 
which they inferted, horrid to relate! into his pri- 
wate parts ; to all of which they fet fire, and which 
continued burning, amidft the inconceivable: tortures 
-of the unhappy man, for a confiderable time. After 
thus glutting | their revenge, by arts of barbarity, the 
faecefs of which was repeatedly applauded by the 
 furrouhding demons, they cut off his genitals, and 
_refhing in upon him, finifhed his mifery with their 
-omohawks, and hacked his body limb from limb. 
: Phis dreadful fcene pafled in the prefence of the fon 
_, of the unhappy fufferer, and the furgeon, who were. 
tte be conveyed to different villages to undergo the 
"fame fate. The nextday, accordingly, young Craw- 
ford was facrificed with the fame circumftances of 
horror; after which, the furgeon, being entrufted 
to the care of four of the favages, who fortunately 
ogot: drunk with fome rum, given them as are. 
eompence by their European friends, efcaped from 
them in the woods, and, bound as he was, wander- 
ed for four or five and twenty days, fubfifting on 
leaves and berries, before he reached the neigh- 
bourhood of Winchefter, whence he got down to 
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 favage King, and his head placed upon a 
large ftone to receive the ftroke: of death, 
when Pocahunta, the youngeft and darl- 
ing daughter of Pouchatan, threw herfelf 
upon his body, clafped him in her arms, 
and declared, that if the cruel fentence were 
executed, the firft blow fhould fall on her, 
All favages, (abjolute Jovereigns and tyrants 

| peels | ARNO 


Alexandria. Amongft thefe wretches was one Simon 
Girty, a native of Virginia, who was formerly well 
acquainted with Colonel Crawford, and had been 
employed by the aflembly of Virginia to conciliate 
the favages, and obtain their neutrality ; but who 
having been detected by the Governor in fome mal- 
verfations of the public money entrufted to him, and 
his duplicity difcovered, went over to the Britifh, 
and became more mercilefs than the worit of ‘thefe 
infernal hell-hounds. Mr. Crawford, in the midft of 
- his tremendous fufferings, feeing Girty ftanding in 
the circle, with a gun, called to him by his name, 
and imploted him as an old friend, a chriftian, 
_ and a countryman, to fhoot him, and by that act 
of mercy relieve him from his mifery, but the ine 
human monfter tauntingly replied, # No, Crawford, 
T have got no powder, your affembly did not chufe to 
“troft me, and you muft’ now pay for it,” and contis 
nned to feat his eyes with the bloody facrifice. 
i TRANSLATOR. 


ot exéepted,) are’ invariably more affa. 
ed by the tears of ‘infancy, than the voice | 
of humanity.’ ‘Powhatan ‘could ‘not refit 
the tears and prayers of his daughter; Cap- 
tain Smith obtained his life, on Condition 
of paying for his ranfom a certain quantity 
of muüfkets, powder and iron utenfils ; but 
how were they to be obtained ? ‘They would — | 
neither ‘permit him to return to James- 
Town, nor let the Englifh know where he 
was, left they fhould demand. him {word 
in hand. | “Captain Smith, who was as ‘fens 
fible as courageous, faid, that if Powhatan 
would permit one of his fubjets to carry 
‘to James-Town a little board which he 
would give him, he fhould find ‘under a 
tree, at the day and hour appointed, all the 
articles demanded for his ranfom. Powha- 
tan confented, but without haying much 
faith in his promifes, believing it to be only 
an artifice of the Captain’ s to’ prolong it 
life, But he had written on the board a 
few lines fufficient to give an account of 
his fituation. The meflenger returned) 
The Pr fent to the ett fixed upon, and 
ep was 
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was greatly aftonifhed to, find. every, thing 
which. had. jbeen, demanded... : Powhatan 
could not conceive. this mode. wh: tran{mite 
ting. thoughts, and Captain; Smith, ‘Was 
henceforth-looked upon as, a great magician, 
to whom they could not fhew.too much res 
fpect. -: He left the favages in this BA 
and, haftened to return ; home, . Two, or 

three years after, fome frefh | Re 
arifing amidft them and the Englifh, Pow- 
hatan, who ‘no. longer. thought them for- 
_cerersi but ftill feared their power, laid a 
horrid: plan to get rid of. ‘them altogether. 
His project was to attack them in profound 
peace, and cut: the. throats. of the whole 
colony. ‘The: night of this intended con- 
fpiracy, ‘Pocahunta took, advantage of the 
obfourity, and in a: terrible. ftorm which 
kept the favages in their tents, efcaped . from 
her-father’s houfe, advifed. the Englith.to 
be upon.their guard, .but conjured, them to 
{pare her family, to ‘appear. ignorant; of the 
intelligence the had. given, and terminate all 
their differences by.a newitreaty..: At would 


be sde to raeléteiall the. fervices: which. 
“it this 


a 
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this’ angel of peace rendered ‘to both na 
tions: 1 fhall onlÿ add, that the’ Englifh, 
I know not from what motives, but! cet. 
tainly againft all faith and equity, thought 
proper to carry her off. Long and bitterly _ 
did ‘the deplore her fate, and the only cons | 
folation fhe had was Captain Smith, in 
whom fhe found a fecond father. She was 
treated with great: réfpect, and married to 
a planter of the naine of Role, who’ foon 
after took her to England. : This was in 
the reign of Yames the Firft; and, it is faid, 
that this monarch, ‘pedantic and ridiculous 
in every point, ‘was fo infatuated with the 
prerogatives of royalty, that hé expreffed 
his. difpleafüre, that one of ‘his fubjeéts 
fhould dare to marty the dau ghter even of 
a favage King. It will not riethidpl be dif 
ficult to decide on this’ occafion, whether 
it was the favage King who derived honour 
from: finding himfelf placed upon’ a level 
with the European prince, of ‘the Englith | 
monarch, who by his pride and prejudices 
reduced himfelf to a level with the chief 
of the Haring: Be éthat as it twill, Captain 
ARLES JE Bevo! Chola? Sir 
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Smith, who had returned to London before 
the arrival of Pocahenta,. was extremely 
happy to fee her again, but’ dared not to 
treat her with the fame familiarity as at 
James- Town. As foon a8 fhe faw him, 
fhe threw herfelf into his arms, calling him, ° 
her father; but finding that he neither tres 
turned her carefles with equal warmth; nor’ 
the endearing title of daughter, fhe turned 
afidé herhead and wept bitterly, and itwas 
a long time before they could obtain a fin- 
ele word from her. Captain Smith enquir- 
ed feveral times what could be the caufe of 
her afflition.—< What !” faid the, * did E 
% not fave thy life in America ?: When Twas 
& torn from the arms of my father, and 
& conducted among thy friends, didft 
“thou not promife to be a father to me ? | 
« Didft thou not aflure me, that if I went 
“ into thy country thou wouldft be my fa- 
«* ther, and that I fhould be thy daughter? 
«. Thou haft deceived me, and behold me, 
“ now here, a ftranger and an orphan.” 
It was not difficult for the ‘Captain to make’ 
his peace with this charming creature,” 
aa he re loved. He prefented 
her 
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her to feveral people of the firft quality, 
but never dared take her to court, from 
which however fhe received feveral favours: 
After a refidence of feveral years in Englands 
an example of virtue and piety, and attach- 
ment to her hufband, the died, as the was 
on,the point of embarking on her returnto 
America: She left an only fon, who was 
married, and left only daughters; thefe 
daughters, others; and thus, with the fe- 
male line, the blood of the amiabie Poca- 
hunta flow: flows in the veins of the young 
and charming Mrs. Bowling. | 
T hope I fhall be. pardoned this long di- 
por ion ct may be pleafing to fome 
readers. My vifit to Mrs. Bowling and 
her family, having convinced me, that I 
fhould pafs part of the day with them agree- 
ably, I continued my walk, with a pro- 
mife of returning at two o ‘clock, Mr. Vice 
tor conducted me to the camp formerly OC= 
cupied by the enemy, and teftified his re- 
gret that I could not take a nearer view of 


Mr. Bannifier’s handfome country-houfe, 


which was in fight ; ; there being no other 
obftacle however than the diftance, about 
a14 a mile 
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à mile and a half, and: the noonday heat,” 
we detetmined that this fhould not flop us; 
and, walking flowly, we reached, without 
fatigue, this‘houfe, which is really worth 
feeing.» It is decorated rather in the Italian, - 
than the Englifh or American ftyle, having 
three porticoes at the three principal en- 
tries, each of them fupported by four co- ' 
lumns *. It was then occupied by an in= 


* The Italian architecture, that of porticoes im 
particular, is admirably adapted to all hot climates, 
and of courfe to the Southern States of America. 
The fame motives therefore, which induced the in- 
vention of this mode of building in antient Greece 
and Rome, and in general throughout the Eaftern 
world, would naturally give rife to the fame invens 
tions of convenience in fimilar climates ; and, in faét, 
though the richer and more polifhed RUN of 
Britain, in. the New World, may be: fuppofed to 
adopt thefe porticoes from Italy, as the cultivated 
mmd of the Author imagines ; the very pooreft fet- 
tler, nay éven the native Indian, invariably attempts 
fome kind of fubftitute for this neceflary protection 
fromtthe fun and weather. Every tavern or inn is 
provided with a covered portico for the convenience 

ofits guefts, and this evidently from the neceflity. of , 
the cafe. We have only to examine the refources 
of the MH iflander i in the FCO Ocean, and recur 
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habitant of Carolina, called Neon, who: | 
had been driven from his country by the 
war, which followed him to Peterfbure. 
He invited me to walk in, and whilft he 
made me, according to cuftom, drink a 
glafs of wine, another Carolinian, of the 
name of Bu/l, arrived to dine with him. 
The latter was a militia General, and came 
from General Greene’s army, where his 
time of fervice was expired The hiftory 
of Mr. Bull, which is not long, will 
give a general idea of the ftate of the 
Southern Provinces. Poflefled of a great 
number of negroes, large perfonal property, 
particularly in plate, previous to, and dur- 
ing the war, he did not think proper, after 
the capture of Charles-Town, to expofe his 
wealth to the rapacity of the Englifh. He 
fet off therefore with two hundred negroes; 
followed by a great number of waggons la- 

den with his effects, and provifions, for his 
: little 


to the origin of all architeîure, from the fluted — 
Corinthian in the hall of empire, to the ruftic prop 
of the thatched roof, to difcover the natural pro» 
grefs of the human mind, and the fimilarity of hu- 
man genius, 1 TRANSLATOR. 
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little atmy, and travelled, in this manner, 
thro’ South and North Carolina, and part of 
Virginia, pitching his camp every evening in 
: the moft commodious fituations. At length 
he arrived at Tukakoe, on James’s River, the 
feat of his old friend Mr. Randolph, a rich 
planter of Virginia, who gave him a {pot . 
of ground near his houfe, on which his ne- 
groes built one for himfelfs Here he lived 
in tranquillity, furrounded by his flaves and 
his flocks, until Arnold and Phillips invad- 
ed Virginia, and approached his new afy- 
lum. Mr. Bull once more departed with 
his wealth, his flocks, and negroes, to retire 
into the upper country near Frederickf- 
burg. On my afking him what he would 
have done, had we not opportunely arrived 
to expel the Englifh, who intended to com- 
pleat the conqueft of Virginia, ‘ I thould 
have retired to Maryland,” he replied,— 
and if they had gone thither >—*‘* I fhould 
have proceeded to Penfylvania, and fo on, 
even to New England.” Does not this re- 
call to mind the ancient patriarchs emigrat- | 
ing with their family and flocks, with a 
certainty of finding every where a country 

L 2 into 
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to receive and nourifh them? * General 
Bull was be ih to return to Carolina in 


“hopes, 


~ < ® TI have already faid, that I] had the happinefs of - 
a particular acquaintance with many of the principal 
gentlemen of South Carolina. The reflexion on 
the pleafing hours I paffed with them in their exiled 
fituation at Philadelphia, and the warm friendfhip 
with which they honoured me, whilft it reconciles 
me to the world, and foothes the memory of pañt ' 
fufferings, touches the tendereft affections of a fen- 
fible and grateful heart. My bofom beat high with 
genuine ardour in the caufe for which they facrificed 
every perfonal confideration, but I had, frequently, 
the opportunity of appreciating that facrifice. Seeing 
what I faw, I want noinftances of Greek or Roman 
virtue to flimulate my feelings, or excite my emula- 
tion; and it will ever be matter of congratulation with 
me, to have witnefled, in the principal inhabitants of 
Carolina, all the blandifhments of civilized fociety, 
the love of life and all its bleffings, a humanity void 
of reproach, an hofpitality not exceeded in the pa- 
triarchal ages, contrary to the paradoxes of fyftema- 
tic writers, blended with the inflexible virtue which 
diftinguifhed the beft and pureft ages of the world. 
From the number, I ‘hall only fele& the brilliant 
examples of Major Pierce Butler, and Mr. Arthur 
Middleton. Wealth, honour, intereft, domef- 
tic happinefs, their children, were nothing in the 
eyes of fuch men, though calculated, to enjoy, 
and to communicate happinefs in eyery fphere, 
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hopes, henceforth, of paffing happier days. 
After putting many queftions to him re- 
fpecting affairs to the Southward, which 
he anfwered with great franknefs and good 
fenfe, I returned to Mrs, Bowling’ s, where 
I was not difappointed in finding a good din- 
ner, the honours of which fhe did with 

-much cordiality, without reftraint, or cere- 
mony. After dinner; Mifs Bowling played 
on the harpfichord, and fung like an adept in 
‘mufic, although her voice was not agreeable; 
whilft the defcendant of Pocahunta touched 
a guittar, and fung like a perfon unfkilled in 
mufic, but with a charming voice. On my 
return home, I had another concert; Mifs 
Saunders finging fome airs, which fhe ac- 
_companied fometimes with the harpfichord, 
and fometimes with the guittar. 


4 Next 


when put in competition with the great objects of 
univerfal public happinefs, and facred Freedom’s 
holy caufe. How painful is it to be compelled to 
add, that fuch was the cold, felfith fpirit of too 
many of the inhabitants of Philadelphia towards 
their Carolina brethren, who had every claim upon 
their fympathy, and good offices, as to merit the 
indignation of every feeling mind, and to fix an in- 
delible {tain upon their chara&ter as men and citi- 
ZENS. TRANSLATOR, 
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Next day we were obliged to quit this 
good houfe and agreeable company; but 
before I left Peterfburg, I obferved that 
it was already a flourifhing town; and muft 
become more fo, every day, from its favour- 
able fituation with refpe& to commerce. 
Firft, becaufe it is placed immediately be- 
low the Ful/s, or Rapids of the Apamatock, 
and the river can here float veffels of fifty 
or fixty tons burthen. Secondly, becaufe 
the produ@ions of the Southern part of 
Virginia have no other outlet, and thofe 
even of North Carolina are gradually tak- 
ing this way, the navigation of the Koanoke 
and Albemarle found being by no means 
_ fo commodious as that of the Apomatock 
and James’s River. But thefe advantages 
are unfortunately balanced by the infalu- 
brity of the climate; for I have been af- 
fured, that of all the inhabitants of the 
three little burghs of Pocahunta, of Bland- 
ford and Peterfburg, which may be con- 
fidered as forming one town, not two per- 
fons are to be found who are natives of the 
“country. Commerce and navigation, not- 
withftanding, produce a concourfe of ftran- 
gers. The fituation, hefides, js agreeable, 

| s:apd 
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ahd the climate may probably be rendered 
more falubrious by draining fome moraffes 
in the neighbourhood. _ 

Five miles from Peterfburg, we paffed 
the {mall river of Randolph, over a ftone 
bridge ; and travelling, through a rich and 
well peopled country, arrived at a fork of 
roads, where we were unlucky enough pre- 
cifely to make choice of that which did 
not lead to Richmond, the place of our def- 
tination. But we had no reafon to regret 
our error, as it was only two miles about ; 
and we fkirted James river to a charming 
place called Warwick, where a groupe of 
handfome houfes form a fort of village, 
and there are feveral fuperb ones in the 
neighbourhood; amongft others, that of 
Colonel Carey*, on the right bank of the 
river, and M. Randolph’s on the oppofite 
fhore.. One mutt be fatigued with hearing | 
the name of Randolph mentioned in tra- 
velling in Virginia (for it is one of the moft 
ancient families in the country) a Randolph 
being amongft the firft fettlers, and is like- 
wife one of the moft numerous and rich. 


_ * This is the gentleman whofe fine mills were 
burnt by Arnold, as mentioned in the London Ga- 
zette, "TRANSLATOR. 
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It is divided into feven or eight branches, 
and Iam not afraid of exaggerating, when 
I fay, that they poflefs an income of up- 


wards of a million of odie It is only 


twenty-five miles from Peterfburgh to Rich- 
mond, but as we had loft our way, and tra 
velled but flowly, it was near three o’clock — 
when we reached Marchefler, a fort of fu- 
burb to Richmond, on the right bank of 
the river, where you pafs the ferry. The 
paflage was fhort, there being two boats for 
the accommodation of travellers. Though 
Richmond be already an old town, and well 
fituated. for trade, being built on the fpot 
where James river begins to be navigable, 
that is, juft below the Rapids, it was, before 
the war, one of the leaft confiderable in 
Virginia, where they are all, in general, very 
{mall ; but the feat of government having 


been removed from Williamfburgh, it is 


become a real capital, and is augmenting 


every day. It was neceflary, doubtlefs, to ~ 
_ place the legiflative body at a diftance from 


the fea-coaft, where it was expofed to.the | 
rapid and unexpected inroads of the Englith, 
but Williamfburgh had the {till farther in- 

convenience 
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convenience of being fituated at the ex- 
tremity of the ftate, which obliged a great 
part of the Delegates to make a long jour- 
ney to the Aflembly ; befides, that from its 
pofition between James and York rivers, it 
has no port nor communication with them 
but by fmall creeks very difficult for navi- 
gation, whilft veffels of 200 tons come 
up to Richmond. This new capital is di-. 
vided into three parts, one of which is on 
the edge of the river, and may be confidered 
as the port ; the two others are built on two | 
eminences, which are feparated by a little 
valley. I was conduéted to that on the 
weft, where I found a good inn, and my 
lodgings and dinner ordered by a fervant 
whom I had fent on two days before, with a 
lame horfe, We were ferved, therefore, im- 
mediately, but with fuch magnificence and 
profufion, that there would have been too 
much for twenty perfons. Every plate that 
was brought us produced a burft of laughter, 
but not without confiderable alarm for the 
bill of the next day; for I had been apprized 
that theinnsat Richmond were uncommonly 

| extravagant. 
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extravagant. I efcaped, however, for feven or 
eight Louis d’or, which was not enormous, 
confidering our expenditure. A fhort time 
before, Mr. de Rochambeau had paid five 
and twenty Louis, at another inn, for fome 
horfes which remained there for four or 
five days, although he neither ate nor flept 
in it himfelf. . Mr. Formicalo, my landlord, 
was more honeft; his only error was the ex- 
alted idea he had formed of the manner in 
which French General Officers muft be 
treated. He is a Neapolitan, who came to 
Virginia with Lord Dunmore, as his Maitre 
d'Hôtel, but he had gone rather round about, 
having been before in Ruffia. At prefent 
he has a good houfe, furniture, and flaves, 
and will foon becomea man of confequence 
in his new country. He ftill, however, re- 
colleéts his native land with pleafure, and I 
have no doubt that my attention in addref- 
fing him only in Italian, faved me a few 
Louis. . 

After dinner I went to pay a vifit to Mr. 
Harrifon, then Governor of the State. I 
found him in a homely, but fpacious enough 
boufe, which was fitted up for him. As 
the Affembly was not then fitting, there 


was ‘ 
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was nothing to diftinguith him from other 
citizens. One of his brothers, who is a 
Colonel of Artillery, and one of his fons, 
who aéts as his Secretary, were with him. 
The converfation was free and agreeable, 
which he was even defirous of prolonging; 
for on my rifing in half an hour, left I might 
interrupt him, he affured me that the buñ- 
nefs of the day was at an end, and defired 
me to refume my feat. We talked’ much 
of the firft Congr efs 1 in America, in which 
he fat for two years, and which, as I have 
already faid, was compofed of every perfon 
diftinguifhed for virtue and capacity on the 
continent. This fubject led us naturally 
to that which is the moft favourite topic 
amongft the Americans, the origin and com- 
_ mencement of the prefent revolution. Itis 
a circumftance peculiar to Virginia, that 
the inhabitants of that country were certain- 
ly in the beft fituation of all the colonilis 
under the Englifh government. ‘The Vir- 
ginians were planters, rather than mer- 
chants, and the objects of their culture were © 
rather valuable’ than the refult of induftry. 
T Fhey pofiefied, almoft exclufively, the pri- 


vileged 
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vileged article of tobacco, which the Eng- 
glifh came in queft of into the very heart 
of the country, bringing in exchange every 
article of utility, and even of luxury. They 
had a particular regard and predileGtion for 
Virginia, and favoured accordingly the pe-. 
culiar difpofition of that country, where 
cupidity and indolence go hand-in-hand, 
and ferve only as boundaries to each other. 
It was undoubtedly no eafy matier there- 
fore, to perfuade this people to take up 
arms, becaufe the town of Bofton did, not 
chufe to pay a duty upon tea, and was in 
open rupture with England. ‘To produce 
this effect, it was neceffary to fubfti- 
tute activity for indolence, and forefight for 
indifference. ‘That idea was to be awaken- 
ed at which every man, educated in the 
principles of the Englith conftitution, 
fhudders, the idea of a fervile fubmiffion 
to a tax to which he has not himfelf con- 
fented. The precife cafe however relative 
to them, had not yet occurred, though every 
enlightened mind forefaw that fuch was 
the objet, and would be the inevitable con- 
fequence of the early meafures of the go- 

di. vernment : 
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vernment: but-how were the people to be 
convinced of this? By what other motive 
could they be brought to adopt decifive 
meafures, if not by the confidence they 
‘repofed in their leaders ? Mr. Harrifon in- 
formed me, that when he was on the point 
of fetting out with Mr. Jefferfon and Mr. 
Lee to attend the firft Congrefs at Philadel- 
phia, a number of refpeétable, but unin- 
‘ formed inhabitants, waited upon, and ad- 
dreffed them as follows: ‘* You affert that 
‘ there is a fixed intention to invade our 
«6 rights and privileges; we own that we 
do not fee this clearly, but fince you 
ke affure us that it is fo, we believe the fact. 
“ Weare about to take a very dangerous 
‘6 ftep, but we confide in you, and are ready 
_* to fupport you in every meafure you fhall 
“ think proper to adopt.” Mr. Harrifon 
added, that he found himfelf greatly reliev- 
ed by a fpeech made by Lord North foon af- 
ter, in which he could not refrain from 
avowing, in the cleareft manner, the plan 
of the Britifh Governthent *, This fpeech - 

| . was 


* I cannot here refift tranfcribing a paflage from 
Mr. Payne’s celebrated Letter to the bbe Raynal, 
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was printed in the public papers, and all- 
America rang with its contents. Return- 


ing 


which merits prefervation, and may ferve to illuf- 
trate the ideas of America refpe&ing the general views 
of Britain, in hopes that every reflecting Englifh- 
man is at length difpaffionate enough to bear the 
obfervation. # I fhall now take my leave of this 
6“ paflage of the Abbé, with an obfervation, which 
‘ until fomething unfolds itfelf to convince me of 
‘ the contrary, I cannot avoid believing to be true; 
‘¢ which is, that it was the fixed determination of 
“¢ the Britifh cabinet to quarrel with America at all 
‘‘ events. They (the members who compofe the 
‘6 cabinet) had no doubt of fuccefs, if they could 
‘ once bring it to the iffue of a battle; and they 
<< expected from a conqueft, what they could nei- 
‘€ ther propofe with decency, nor hope for by nego- 
‘€ tiation. The charters and conftitutions of the 
<< colonies were become to them matters of offence, 
<< and their rapid progrefs in. property and popula- 
‘ tion were beheld with difguft, as the growing and 
‘ natural means of independence. They faw no 
“¢ way to retain them long, but by reducing them 
“intime. A conqueft would at once have made 
‘ them lords and landlords; and put them in pof- 
‘€ feffion both of the revenue and the rental, The 
‘< whole trouble of government would have ceafed 
¢¢ in a victory, and a final end been put to remon- 
‘ ftrance and debate. ‘The experience of the ftamp- 
*¢ a& had taught them how to quarrel, with the ad- 
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io afterwards to Virginia, he faw the fame 
perfons who had thus addrefled him on his 
departure, who now confeffed that he had 
not deceived them, and. that henceforward 
they were refolutely determined upon war, 

| Thefe 


ce vantages of cover and convenience, and they had 
“ nothing to do but to renew the fcene, and put 
“ contention into motion. ‘They hoped for a re. 
‘ bellion, and they made one. They expected a 
‘ declaration of independence, and, they were not 
‘ difappointed. But after this, they looked for 
‘ viétory, and they obtained a defeat. If this be 
‘ taken as thie generating caufe of the conteft, then 
se is every part of the conduct of the Britifh mini- 
se fry confiftent, from the commencement of the 
' « difpute, until the figning the treaty of Paris, (the 
‘ American and French alliance) after which, con- 
‘ queft becoming doubtful, they had recourfeto nego- 
‘ tiation, and were again defeated. If we take a re- 
‘ view of what part Britain has ated, we fhall 
.€ find every thing which ought to make a nation 
‘ blufh. The moft vulgar abufe, accompanied by 
‘6 that fpecies of haughtinefs which diftinguifhes 
the hero of a mob from the character of a gentle- 
‘ man; it was as much from her manners, as from 
‘ her injuftice, that fhe loft the colonies. By the 
“latter fhe provoked their principles, by the for- 
‘mer fhe exhaufted their patience. And it ouglit 
to be held out to the world, to fhew, how necef- 
‘6 fary it-is toconduét the bufinefs of government 
6 with civility.” TRANSLATOR. 
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Thefe particular details cannot but be ufe- 
ful to fuch Europeans as are defirous of 
forming a juft idea of thofe great events, in 
which they took fo deep an intereft; for 
they would be much deceived in imagin= 
ing that all the Thirteen States of America 
were invariably animated by the fame fpirit, 
and affected by the fame fentiments. But 
they would commit a ftill greater error, 
did they imagine, that thefe people re- 
femble each other in their forms of govern 
ment, their manners and opinions. One 
muft be in the country itfelf; one muft be 
acquainted with the language, and take a 
pleafure in converfing, and in liftening, to 
be qualified to form, and that flowly, a 
proper opinion and a decifive judgment *, 
Hu After 


# The fame ingenious author of Common Senfe, 
makes another obfervation, in his anfwer to the very 
ignorant, or very prejudiced work of the Abbé Ray- 
nal on the revolution of America, to which, how 
ever it may militate againft the utility.of the prefent 
publication, or the notes of the Tranflator, he can- 
not avoid perfectly fubfcribing : viz.. ‘ I never yet 
‘t faw an European defcription of America that was 
-#€ true, neither can any perfon gain a juft idea of it, 
«+ but by coming to it.” ‘TRANSLATOR. 
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After this reflection, the reader will not be 
fupprized at the pleafure I took in converf- 
ing with Mr. Harrifon. Befides that I was 
particularly happy to form an acquaintance 
with a man of fo eftimable a character in 
every refpect, and whofe beft eulogium it 
is to fay, that he is the intimate friend of 
Dr. Franklin *. He prefled me to dine 


* The illuftrious and amiable character of Dr. 
Franklin is far beyond my praife. To have known 
him; to have been a frequent witnefs to the diftin- 
guifhed aëts of his great mind ; to have been ina 
fituation to learn, and to admire his comprehenfive 
views, and benevolent motives; to have heard the 
profound maxims of wife philofophy and found po- 
litics, drop from his lips with all the unaffeéted fim- 
plicity of the moft indifferent converfation ; to have 
heard him deviate from the depths of reafon, and 
adopt his inftruétive difcourfe to the capacity and 
temper of the young and gay; to have enjoyed in 
fhort, the varied luxuries of his delightful fociety, is a 
fubjeét of triumph and confolation, of which nothing 
can deprive me. He too as well as the envious and 
interefted enemies of his ‘tranfcendent merit, muft 
drop from off the fcene, but his name, wre peren- 
nius,-is infcribed in indelible charaéters on the im- 
mortal roll of philofophy and freedom, for the ar- 
‘dentia verba of the mott. honeft advocate of freedom, 
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with him next day, and to pafs another 
day at Richmond ; ‘but as there was no- 
thing to excite curiofity in that town, and 
I was defirous of topping at Weftover be- 
fore I returned to Williamfburgh, where I 
was anxious to arrive, we fet out the 27th 
at eight in the morning, under the efcort 
of ‘Colonel Harrifon, who accompanied us 
to a road from which it was impoflible to 
go aftray. “We travelled fix and twenty 
miles without halting, i in very hot weather; 
but by a very agreeable road, with maghi- 
ficent houfes in view at every inftants for 
the banks of James-River form the garden. 
of Virginia, That of Mis. Bird, to which 
| L was going, furpafies them all in the mag 
ER ee si plan ed bi beauty "Of 
“Hts 


of the prefent age he late Serjeant ie on a great 

occafion ; 7 the action againgt Lord Halifax: for: the, 

las juftice be posh se to ia a man. : ‘‘ ‘dite mer 

6 in whole revoluing ages can be faund, who dare op=. 

ce pole themfelves to the force of tyranny, and! 2 fins. 

ce “ gle breafis contain the [pirit of nations,”? «4 pay 
T RANSLATOR: 
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its fituation, and the pleafures of fociety * 

Mrs. Bird is the widow of a Colonel who 
- ferved in the war of 1756, and was after- 
wards one of the Council under the Britifh 
Government. His talents, his perfonal 
qualities, and His riches, for he pofleffed 
an imimenfe tefritory, rendered him one of 
the ptincipal perfonages of the country 5 ; 
but being a fpendthtift and a gambler, he 


left His affairs, at his death, in very great 
Lise He sip fout children DA bis firtt 


mes DE y 


and has et cight by his fecond, of en 
M aie _ the 


, * The moft vénfett cate arid comfort characterize 
the mode of receiving ftrangers i in Virginia, but no 
where are thefe circumftances more confpicuous than. 
at the Houfe ôf General w afhington. Your apart- 
metits afe your home, the fervants of the houfe are 
yourss and whilft every inducement is held out to 
bring you i into the general fociety in the drawing 
room, or at the table, it refts with yourfelf to be 
ferved or not with every thing in your own cham- 
ber. In fhoït, nothing can more refemble the ealy 
reception of guefts at the country refidence of the 
late Sir Charles Turner in Yorkfhire, where hofpi- 
tality perhaps was ftrained farther than confifted with 
a proper afforument of company, or even with fafety. 

: TRANSLATORe 
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the widow takes care. She has Med 
his beautiful houfe, fituated on James-Ri- 
ver, a large perfonal property, a confider- 
able number of flaves, and fome plantations - 
which fhe has rendered valuable. She is — 
about two-and-forty, with an agreeable | 
countenance, and great fenfe. Four of her : 
eight children are daughters, two of whom — 
are near twenty, and they are all amiable 
and well educated. Her care and activity 
have in fome meafure repaired the effects 
of her hufband’s diffipation, and her houfe 
_isftill the moft celebrated, and the moft 
agreeable of the neighbourhood. She has 
experienced however frefh misfortunes ; 
three times have the Englifh landed at 
Weftover, under Arnold and Cornwallis; 
and though thefe vifits coft her dear, her 
hufband’s former attachment to England, 
where his eldeft fon is now ferving in the 
army, her relationfhip with Arnold, whofe 
coufin german fhe is, and perhaps too, the 
jealoufy of her neighbours, have given birth 
to fufpicions, that war alone was not the | 
object which induced the Englifh always to 
make their defcents at t her habitation. She 
~ “has 
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has been accufed even of connivance with 
them, and the government have once put 
their feal upon her papers; but fhe has 
braved the tempeft, and defended herfelf 
. with firmnefs; and though her affair be 
not yet terminated, it does not appear as if 
fhe was likely to fuffer any other inconve- 
nience than that of being difturbed and fuf- 
pected. Her two eldeft daughters paffed 
the laft winter at Williamfburgh, where 
they were greatly complimented by M. de 
Rochambeau and the whole army *. I had 

M 3 alfo 


* The prudent conduct of the French officers, 
and the ftriét difcipline of their troops in a country 
with different manners, language, and religion, full 
of inveterate prejudices, and wherein they had very 
lately been regarded as natural enemies, muft ever 
be confidered as an epocha and a phenomenon, in 
the hiftory of policy and fubordination. Whilft all 
ranks of officers were making it their ftudy fuccefs- 
fully to conciliate the good opinion of the higher 
claffes, nothing could exceed the probity, and urbani- 
ty of the common foldiers; not only did they live 
with the American troops in a harmony, hithereto 
unknown to allied armies, even of kindred language, 
intereft, and religion, but their condu&t was irre- 
proachable, and even delicate to the inhabitants, of 


the country. They who predicted difcord on the 
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alfo received them in the beft manner I 
could, and received the thanks of Mrs. 
Bird, with a prefling invitation to come and 
fee her; I found myfelf in confequence, 
quite at home. I found here alfo my ac- 
quaintance, the young Mrs. Bowling, who 
was on a vilit to Mr. Mead, a friend and 
neighbour of Mrs. Bird’s, who had invited 
him and his company to dinner. I pafled. 
this day therefore very, agreeably, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Mead, whom I had alfo known at 
Williamfburgh, engaged. the company to 
dine with them the next day. The river 
alone feparates the two houfes, which are 
notwithftanding,: upwatds of a mile dif- 
tant from each other; but as there i is very 
little current, the breadth of the water be- 
tween them does not prevent it from being 
foon pafled. Mr. ie à houfe is by no 
means 


introduétion of a French army, had reafon and EX= 
perience on their fide, but-the fpirit of policy and 
wifdém which prefided in the French councils had 
gone forth, and diffufing itfelf through every fubor- 
dinate clafs of men, perfuaded even the meaneft ac- 
tors in the war, and bafficd forefight.. Nor was this 
one of the leaft extraordinary circumftances of this 
wonderful revolution, ©) 01: ~> TRANSLATOR. » 
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means fo handfome as that of Weftover, 
but it is extremely well fitted up within, 
and ftands on a charming fituation; for it 
is directly oppofite to Mrs. Bird’s, which, 
with its furrounding appendages, has the 
appearance of a fmall town, and forms a 
moit delightful profpe&. Mr. Mead’s gar- 
den, like that of Weftover, is in the na- 
ture of a terrace on the bank of the river, 
and is capable of being made ftill more 
beautiful, if Mr. Mead preferves his houfe, 
and gives fome attention to it; for he is a 
philofopher of a very amiable but fingular 
turn of mind, and fuch as is particularly 
uncommon’ in, Virginia, fince he rarely at- 
tends to affairs of intereft, and cannot pre- 
vail upon himfelf to’ make his negroes 
work +. He is even fo difgufted with a 


culture 


+ Whilft the Tranflator was employed in this paf- 
fage, he read in the public prints, the exultation of 
a friend to his fellow-creatures, that a Mr. Pleafants, 
a quaker on James-River in Virginia, had liberated 
his flaves, and made a facrifice of 3000l. fterling to 
this noble a& of humanity. The Tranflator knows 
the country too well not to feel the force of the Au« 
thor’s fubfequent reafoning on the difficulty and 
danger of a general emancipation of the negroes, 
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culture wherein it is neceflary to make ufe 
of flaves, that he is tempted to fell his pof- 
feffions in Virginia, and remove to New 
England. Mrs. Bird, who has a numerous 
family to provide for, cannot carry her phi- 
lofophy fo far; but fhe takes great care of 
her negroes, makes them as happy as their 
fituation will admit, and ferves them herfelf 
as a doétor in time of ficknefs. She has even 
made fome interefting difcoveries on the 
diforders incident to them, and difcovered 
avery falutary method of treating a fort of. 
putrid fever which carries them off com- 
monly in a few days, and againft which 
the phyficians of the country have exerted 
themfelves without fuccefs. 

The 29th, the whole of which day I 
{pent at Weftover, furnifhes nothing inte- 
refting in this journal, except fome infor- 
mation I had the opportunity of acquiring 
felpeting two forts of animals, of very dif- 

| | _ ferent 


nor after mature petustion now, and ¢ on the fpot, 
is he able to overcome. his objeétions. But God, in 
his Divine Providence, forbid that fo fplendid an 
example of active virtue, fhould clafh with the una- 
voidable policy, or. the neceflary welfare of fociety | 
TRANSEATOR: 
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ferent fpecies, the furgeon and the humming- 
bird. As I was walking by the river-fide, 
I faw two negroes carrying an immenfe 
fturgeon, and on my afking them how they 
had taken it, they told me that at this fea- 
fon, they were fo common as to be taken 
eafily in a fean (a fort of fifhing-net), and 
that fifteen or twenty were found fometimes 
in the net; but that there was a much 
more fimple method of taking them, which 
they had juft been ufing. This fpecies of 
monfters, which are fo active in the even- 
ing as to be pepetually leaping to a great 
height above the furface of the water, 
se fleep profoundly at mid-day +. 

Two 


+. From General Wafhington’s houfe, which 
ftands on the lofty banks of the Potowmack, ina 
fituation more magnificent than I can paint to an 
European imagination, I have feen for feveral hours 
together in a fummer’s evening, hundreds, perhaps 
I might fay thoufands of fturgeon, at a great height 
from the water at the fame inftant, fo that the 
quantity in the river muft have been inconceivably 
great; but notwithftanding the rivers in Virginia 
abound with fifh, they are by no means plentiful af 
table, fuch is the indolence of the inhabitants ! 


Mr, 
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Two. or three negroes. then. proceed in. a 

Vie beat rates with a iin cord, at. 
| ae. se 


yr ‘Lund Wa can a relation.of the. Gonoral Se, 
and who managed all his affairs during his nine years, 
abfence with the army, informed me that an En- 
glifh frigate having come up the Potowmac, a party 
"was. landed. who fet fire to and: deftroyed. fome gen- 
tiemen’s houfes. on the Maryland fide in fight of 
Mount Vernon, the General’s houfe, after which, the, 
Captain, (I think Captain Graves of the A&æon), 
fent a boat on fhore to. the General’s, demanding a 
large. fupply of provifions, &c. with a menace of 
burning, it hkewife in cafe of a refufal. To this 
meflage Mr. Lund Wafhington replied, ‘that when 
the General engaged in the conteft he had put all 
to ftake, and was well-aware of the expofed fituation 
ofthis houfe and property, in confequence of which 
he had given him orders by no means to comply 
with any fuchidemands, for that-he would! make no 
unworthy. compromife with. the: enemy, and was: 
ready: to: meet: the fate of his neighbours.” The: 
Captain. was: highly. incenfed. on. receiving this an- 
fwer, andiremoved his frigate to the Virginia fhore - 
but: before: he. commenced his operations, he. fent: 
another meflage: toithe fame purport, offering like-: 
wife a.pañlport to Mr, Wathington to comeon beard? 
he: returnediaccordingly i in. the-beaty carrying: with: 
him a. fmalb prefent: of. poultryy ofwhich he:beg- | 
ged the Captain's acceptance. His prefence prodüced 
the beft ae he was hofpitably received notwith- 
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the end of which is a fharp iron crook, 
- which they, hold fufpended like a log line. 
As foon as they find this line ftopped by 
fome obftacle, they draw it forcibly to- 
wards them, fo as to ftrike the hook into 
the fturgeon, which, they either drag out 
of the water, OF which, after fome ftrug- 


gling, 


fianding he repeated the fame fentiments with the 
fame firmuefs, The Captain exprefled his perfonal 
refpect for the character of the General, commend- 
‘Ing the conduét of Mr. Lund Wathington, and af- 
fured him nothing but his having mifconceived the 
terms of the firft anfwer could have induced him 
for a moment to entertain the idea of taking the 
fmalleft meafure offenfive to fo illuftrious a charac- 
ter as the General, explaining at the fame time the 
real or fuppofed provocations which bad compel- 
led his feverity on the;other fide of the river, Mr. 
Wafhington, after fpending fore time in perfe& har- 
mony on board, returned, and inftantly difpatched 
fheep, hogs, and an abundant fupply of other ar- 
ticles as a prefent to. the Englifh frigate. The 
‘Franflator hopes that in. the pre/ent late of men and 
meafures in England, Ir. Graves, or whoever the 
Captain of that frigate was, will neither be offended 
at this anecdote, nor be afraid to own himfelf the | 
actor in this generous tranfaction. Henry [Vth fup- 
‘plied: Paris. with Provifions: whilft he was blockad- 
Ing. if it | ae ‘Oat TRANSLATOR, | 
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 gling, and lofing all its blood, floats at 
length'upon the furface, and is eafily taken. 
As for the humming-birds, I faw them 
for the firft time, and was never tired of 
beholding them. The walls of the garden 
and the houfe were covered with honey- 
fuckles, which afforded an ample harvett for 
 thefe charming little animals. I faw them 
perpetually flying over the flowers, on which 
they feed without ever alighting, for it is by 
fupporting themfelves on their wings that . 
they infinuate their beaks into the calix of the 
flowers. Sometimes they perch, but it is only 
for amoment; itis then only one has an Op- 
portunity of admiring the beauty of their 
‘plumage, efpecially when oppofite to the fun, 
and when in removing their heads, they dif- 
play the brilliant enamel of their red necks, 
which almoft rival the fplendor of the ruby 
or the diamond. It is not true that they 
are naturally paffionate, and that they tear 
to pieces the flowers in which they find no 
honey. I have never obferved any fuch cir- 
 cumftance myfelf, either at Weftover or 
Williamfburgh ; and the inhabitants of the 
country affured me, that they had never 
made any fuch obfervation. Thefe birds 
appear 
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appear only with the flowers, with which 
likewife they difappear, and no perfon can 
tell what becomes of them. Some are of opi- 
nion that they hide themfelves, and remain 
torpid the remainder of the year. In fact, 
it is difficult to conceive how their wings, 
which are fo flight and flender as to be 
imperceptible if not in motion, could pof- 
fibly refit the winds, and tranfport them 
to diftant climates. ‘They are not intraét- 
able, for I have feen one of them, which 
was taken a few. days before, in no wife 
frightened at the perfons who looked at it, 
but flew about the room, as in a garden, and 
fucked the flowers which they prefented to 
it; but it did not live above a week. Thefe 
birds are fo fond of motion, that it is im- 
poffible for them to live without the enjoy- 
ment of the moft unreftrained liberty. It 
is difficult even to catch them, unlefs they 
happen, as was the cafe with that I am 
{peaking of, to fly into the chamber, or be 
driven there by the wind. An inhabitant 
of the country, who amufed himfelf in pre- 
ferving them for his cabinet, has difcover-, 
ed a very ingenious method of killing, | 
without disfiguring them, ‘This is a very. 

difficult 


= 
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difficult tindertaking ; : fdr § 7 figlé ga of 
fall (hot is a cannon bullet for final à 
creature. This method is to load his gun 
With a bladder filled with water. THe exe 
plofion of this water is fufficient to knock 
down the hamming- bd, and deprive it of 
motion. i 

‘The tedder will obisdtity not accufe me 
of playing the orator, and referving objects 
of the gredteft mägnitude for the eh of t my 
difcourfe; for I fhall here coriclude my | 
joufnal. Itis unntceflary to fpedk of my re 
tuin to Williamiburgh, unlefs it bé worthy 
of remark, that the Chickaboming, which 
is only à fecondary rivet, fince it falls into. 
that of Jamés, is yét fo wide; fix miles 
froth its conflux, that 1 was three quartérs 
of an our in paffing it. Bat if hé will fill 
favour mé with his attention, 1 fhall tefmi- 
naté this long narrative of a fhort journey, 
by fomé obférvations on a country T-have 
travelled through, and inhabited long 
enough to know it théroughly. 

“The Virginians’ differ éffentially from 
thé inhabitants to thé north and éaftward 
of the Bay, (of Chéfapéak) not only i in thé 
nature of théir climate, that of their fil, 

and 


gl 
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and the objeëts of cultivation peculiar to it, 
but in that indelible charaéter which is 
imprinted on évery nation at the moment 
of its origin, and which by perpetuating 
itfelf from generation to generation, juiti- 
fies the following great principles, that every 
thing which is; partakes of that which has been. 
The difcovery of Virginia dates from the 
end of the fixteenth century, and the fettle- 
ment of the colony took place at the com- 
mencement of the féventeenth. Thefe events 
paffed in the reigns of Elizabeth and James 
the fiift. Thé républican and democratical 
_ fpitit was not then common in England ; 
that of commerce and navigation was fcarce- 
ly in its infancy : and the long wars with 
France and Spain had perpetuated, under 
another form, the fame military caft given 
to the nation by William the Conqueror, 
Richard, Coeur de Lion, Edward the third, 
and thé Black Prince. There were no 
. longer any Knights Errant, asin the time of 
theCroifades, but in their place arofe a num= 
ber of adventurers who ferved indifferently 
their own country, and foreign powers, and. 
gentlemen, who difdaining agriculture and 
Ro had no other profeffion but that 

of 


se, 

176 TRAVELS IN 
of arms; for at that period he military | 
fpirit maintained the prejudices favourable 
to that nobility, from which it was long 
infeparable ; befides that the dignity of the 
pecrage, from being lefs common in Eng- 
land, gave more eclat and more confiftence 
to thofe who poñlefled it by hereditary 
right. The firft colonifts of Virginia were 
compofed, in great meafure, of fuch foldiers, 
and fuch gentlemen, fome of whom went 
in {arch of fortune, and others, of adven- 
tures. And in fa@, if the eftablifhment 
of a colony requires all the induftry of the — 
merchant and the cultivator, the difcovery, 
and conqueft of unknown countries feems 
more peculiarly adapted to the ideas of the 
warlike and romantic. Accordingly the 
firft company which obtained the exclufive 
property of Virginia, was principally com-_ 
pofed of men the moft diftinguifhed by 
their rank or birth ; and though all thefe 
illuftrious proprietors did not actually be- 
come colonifts, feveral of them were not 
afraid to pafs.the feas ; and a Lord Delaware | 
was amongit the firft Governors of Virginia. 
It was natural therefore for thefe new co- 
lonifts, who, were ¢ filled with military prin- 

ciples, 
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ciples, and the prejudices of nobility, to 
carry them into the midit even of the fa- 
vages whofe lands they were ufurping; and - 
of all our European ideas, thefe were what 
the unpolifhed tribes moft readily conceiv- 
ed. I know that there now remains but 
an inconfiderable number of thefe ancient 
families, but they have retained a great 
eftimation, and the firft impulfe once given, 
it is not in the power of any legiflator, nor 
even of time itfelf, wholly to deftroy its ef. 
fe. The governrient may become demo- 
cratic, asit is at the prefent moment; but 
the national character, the fpirit of the 
government itfelf, will be always ariftocra- 
tic. Nor can this be doubted, when we 
take into confideration another caufe, co- 
operating with the former; I mean to 
fpeak of flavery ; not that it is any mark 
of diftin@tion, or peculiar privilege to pof= 
fefs negroes, but becaufe the empire men 
exercife over them cherifhes vanity and 
floth, two vices which accord wonderfully 
with the already eftablifhed prejudices. It 
will, doubtlefs, be afked, how thefe prejudi- 
Vou. Il, RTC ces 
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ces have been brought to coincide with a re- 
volution founded on fuch different princi- 
ples. I fhall anfwer that they have even 
perhaps contributed to produce it. ‘That 
whilft the revolt of New England was the 
refult of reafon and calculation, pride pofs 
fibly had no inconfiderable fhare in diétat- 
ing the meafures of Virginia. I fhall add, 
what I have above hinted, that in the 
beginning, even the indolence of this peo- 
ple may have been ufeful to them, as it 
obliged them to rely upon a fmall number 
of virtuous and enlightened citizens, who 
led them farther than they would have pro- _ 
ceeded, without a guide, had they confult- 
_edonly their own difpofitions, For it muft 
be allowed, that Virginia ftepped forth with 
a good grace, at the very commiencement 
of the troubles ; that fhe was the firft to of- 
fer fuccours to the Boftonians, and the firft 
alfo to fet on foot a confiderable body of 
‘troops. But it may likewife be obferved, 
that as foon as the new legiflature was efta- 
-blifhed, and when, inftead of leaders, fhe had 
“a government, the mafs of citizens was 


. taking 
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taking part in that government; the national 
_charaéter prevailed, and every thing went 
worfe and worfe. Thus, ftates, like indi- 
viduals, are born with a particular com- 
plexion, the bad effects of which may be 
corrected by regimen and habits, but can 
never be entirely changed. ‘Thus, legifla- — 
tors, like phyficians, ought never to flatter 
themfelves that they can beftow, at pleafure, 
a particular temperament on bodies politic, 

but ftrive to difcover what they already have, 
and thence ftudy to remedy the inconve- 
niencies, and multiply the advantages re- 
fulting from it. A general glance at the 
different States of America will ferve to 
juftify this opinion. The people of New 
England had no other motive for fettling 
in the New World, than to efcape from the 
arbitrary power of their monarchs, who, at 
once, fovereigns of the ftate, and heads of 
the church, exercifed at that period the 
double tyranny of defpotifm and intoler- 
ance. They were not adventurers, they 
were men who withed to live in peace, and 
who laboured for their fubfiftence. Their 
| | N 3 principles 
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principles taught them equality, and dif- 
. pofed them to induftrious purfuits. The 
foil, naturally barren, affording them but 
fcanty refources, tlrey attached them- 
felves to fifhing and navigation; and at 
this hour, they are ftill friends to equality 
and induftry; they are fifhermen and navi-~ 
gators. The ftates of New-York, and the 
Jerfeys, were peopled by neceflitous Dutch- 
men who wanted land in their own country, 
and occupied themfelves more about domef- 
tic œconomy than the public government. 
Thefe people have preferved the fame cha- 
rater; their interefts, their efforts, fo to 
fpeak, are perfonal ; their views are con- 
centered in their families, and it is only 
from neceflity that thefe families are form= 
ed into a State. Accordingly, when Gene- 
ral Burgoyne was on his march to Albany, 
the New Englandmen chiefly contributed 
to impede his progrefs ; and, if the inhabi- 
tants of the State of New-York and of the 


Jerfeys have often taken arms, and difplay- | | 


ed courage, it is becaufe the former were 
animated by an inveterate hatred againft the 
| ea  favages, 
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favages, which generally preceded the En- 
glifh armies *, and the latter were excited 
> ek 1 to 


* The employing the Indians, independent of the 
meafure, it is now pretty generally admitted, produ- 
ced confequences directly oppofite to the intereft of 
Great Britain; uniting the inhabitants of all the 
countries liable to their incurfions as one man againft 
them and their allies, and producing fuch bloody 
{cenes of inveterate animofity and vengeance as 
make human nature fhudder. ‘The following nar- 
rative will prove how far men of all cafts, colours, 
and religions, refemble each other in fimilar fitua- 
tions, and to what lengths even the chriftians of an 

enlightened age can go, when compelled to act un- 
der the guidance of .the worft paffions. The inha- 
bitants of the back frontiers of Penfylvania, goad- 
ed to fury by the ravages committed on them by the 
Indians, and by the murder of their families and 
kindred, colleéted the militia in the beginning of 
1782, and took the field againft their favage intru- 
ders. In one of their excurfions they fell in with a 
{mall tribe of chriftian Indians, called the Auffine | 
gums, who being fufpected of attachment to the 
Americans, had been for fome time confined at Le- 
troit, and were releafed only on condition of obfer- 
ving a ftri&t neutrality, fince they could not be per- 
fuaded to take arms. Thefe unhappy wretches, to 
the number of about two hundred, returning to 
their habitations, were employed in putting their 
feed-corn into the ground, when they were furprif- 
ed by the American militia, In vain did they urge 
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to take perfonal vengeance for the exceffes 
committe? by the troops of the enemy, 


when 


their fituation, and their fufferings from the Britifhs; 
they were Indians, and their captors, men who had | 
loft fons, brothers, fathers, wives or children in 
this horrid war ; no other plea was neceflary to palliate 
their meditated vengeance. ‘The Indians were fhut 
up in a barn, and ordered to prepare for death, but 
with this barbarous confolation, that, as they were 
converted chriftians, they fhould be allowed a re- 
fpite till the next morning. The innocent victims 
{pent the night in finging Moravian hymns, and in 
other aéts of chriftian devotion ; and in the morn- 
ing were led, men, women, and children, to the 
laughter, and butchered by their fellow worfhippers 
of the meek Jefus! The Moravians at Bethlehem 
and Nazareth, whofe miflionaries had converted 
them, made ftrong reprefentations to Congrefs on 
the fubje&t. I was at Philadelphia when the news 
arrived ; and it is but juftice to fay, that horror was 
painted on every countenance, and every mind was 
at work to devife expedients for avenging this atra- 
‘cious murder; but after various efforts, both Con- 
grefs and the Affembly of the State were found un- 
equal to the punifhment of thefe affaffins, who were 
armed, diftant from the feat of government, the 
only fafeguard and proteétion of the frontiers, and 
from their own favage nature alone fit to cope with 
‘ the dreadful enemy brought into action by the Bri. 
nih, ' 
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when they over-ran the country *. If you 
go further to the fouth, and pafs the Dela- 
ware, you will find that the government of 
Penfylvania, in its origin, was founded on 
two very oppofite principles; it was a go- 
vernment of property, a government in it- 
felf feodal, or, if you will, patriarchal, but 
the fpirit of which was the greateit tolera- 
tion, and the moft compleat liberty. Penn’s 
family at firft formed the vain project of 
eftablifhing a fort of Ufopia, or perfect go- 
vernment, and afterwards of deriving the 
greateft poflible advantage from their im- 
menfe property, by attracting foreigners 
from all parts. Here it arifes that the peo- 
ple of Penfylvania have no characteriftic 
aflimilation, that they are intermingled and 
confounded, and more actuated to individual, 
than to public liberty, more inclined toanar- 

chy 


* The murder committed on frs. Maxwell, the 
wife of a refpeétable and popular clergyman in the 
Jerfeys, and afterwards on himfelf, with fimilar acts 
of cruelty perpetrated by a licentious foldiery, and 
unprincipled refugees, inflamed the minds of a great 

body of the inhabitants, particularly of the Dutch 
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chy than to democracy*. Maryland, fubjec- 
ed in the firit inftance to a proprietary go- 
vernment, 


and their defcendants, who, as the Marquis ob- . 
ferves, were certainly difpofed at leaft to a neutrality, 
TRANSLATOR. | 
# The Irifh and the Germans form the: moft 
numerous part of the inhabitants of Penfylvania, 
The latter, if I. am not miftaken, conftitutes a 
fifth, if not a fourth, of the whole number, and 
are a moft ufeful, induftrious body of men, well 
verfed in the mechanic arts and agriculture. I have 
travelled feveral days in the interior parts of that 
ftate, and heard fcarcely any other language than 
German, the atts of Congrefs, and the State 
are promulgated in that language, German Ga- 
zettes are publifhed at Philadelphia, and in gene- 
ral they proved themfelves true friends to: the re- 
volution. Congrefs availing themfelves of this 
circumftance, very politically encamped the Brunf- 
wick, and other German troops taken with Bur- 
goyne, near the town of Reading, where I faw them. 
‘The neighbourhood abounding with their country- 
“men, the men had permiffion to work at harvett, 
and other trades, and foon formed connexions with 
the females of the country. Calculating their market 
price, and the obligation they lay under to reftore 
them, or their prime coft, they took every meafure 
to prevent them from remaining in the country ; for 
which purpofe, they tranfmitted but {mall fums at 
a time by their commiffaries from New-York, tak- 
ing care to keep large arrears in their hands, as a 
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vernment, and confidered only as a private 
domain, remained long ina ftate of the moft 
abfolute dependence. ‘This is the firft time 
fhe merits to be regarded as a fate ; but this 
{tate feems to be forming under good aufpi- 
ces; fhe may become of great weight after 
the prefent revolution, becaufe fhe was for- 
merly of no fignificance. The two Carolinas 
and Georgia are next to be confidered; but I 
am not fufficiently acquainted with thefe three 
fiates to hazard on them any obfervations, 
which may not be fo juft in fact as they ap- 
pear to me; but which are at leaft of a deli- 
cate nature, and require more than a fuper- 
ficial examination. J only know, that North 
Carolina, peopled by Scotfmen, brought 
thither by poverty, rather than by induftry, 
‘is a prey to acts of pillage, and to internal 
| diffen- 


temptation for their return. But all thefe precau- 
tions were, as may naturally be imagined, but of 
a partial effet, with men habituated to a country 
of freedom, wherein they felt themfelves reftored to 
their natural rights, and animated by the example of 
their countrymen, enjoying the full comforts of their 
honett induftry ; contrafted too with the degraded 
ftate of a wretched mercenary, held up to fale by 
his arbitrary matter, TRANSLATOR, 
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diflentions* : that South Carolina, poffef- 
fing a commerce, wholly of exportations 
Owes 


* Jtis true that a great number of Scotfmen are 
ettled in North Carolina, but that they were not 
even the majority of the inhabitants, is very appa- 
rent from the events of the late revolution ; for the 
Scots, though loyalifts nearly to a man, were re. 
peatedly defeated, and finally crufhed by the mili- 
tia of the country. Notwithftanding her efforts ap- 
peared lefs concentered, and more vaguely diretted, 
owing to the local circumftances of the province, 
and the difperfed ftate of the inhabitants, rather 
than difinclination to the caufe, North Carolina 
rendered moft eflential fervices, by her exertions in 
the field, and the Delegates fhe fent to Congrefs. Her 
conftitution of government, contracted as it is, is 
not perhaps inferior to many in the confederacy, and 
‘befpeaks the wifdom of ‘ the enlightened few,’’ to 
which the Marquis attributes the wife councils of 
Virginia. It was the North Carolina militia which 
gave the firft turn to the ruined affairs of America 
to the fouthward, by their fpirited attack and defeat 
of Colonel Ferguffon at King’s Mountain. The 
: Tranflator, who was then in England, received, by 
a private channel, the firft intelligence of that im. 
portant event, which he communicated to the pub- 
Jic; but the circumftances of the furprife of a large 
body of Britifh troops, flufhed with the capture of 
Charleftown, and the victory at Camden, by a body 
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owes its exiftence to its fea-ports, efpecially | 
to that of Charleftown, i has rapidly in- 


creafed, 


of 1600 horfemen, from the back country of North 
Carolina, appeared fo extraordinary, that he could 
not obtain credit for the fact, either with the friends 
to America, or the minifterial party in that coun- 
try. The Minifters had no intelligence of the mat- 
ter, and the eafterly winds then happening to pre- 
vail for a period of fix weeks, it was treated as a fic- 
tion, both i in and- out of Parliament, and the Tranf- 
lator as an enthufiaft or a fabricator of falfe news. 
Time, however, verified the fact, which he knew to 
be authentic, to its full extent, viz. that Colonel 
Ferguffon, with eight hundred Britifh troops, had 
been furprized; himfelf flain, and his whole force 
defeated by fixteen hundred Carolina militia, mount- 
ed on horfeback, haftily colleéted, and commanded 
by a few militia Colonels ! This fpirited and fuccefs- 
ful enterprize, with its confequences, merits certainly 
a confpicuous place in the hiftory of this great revo- 
lution ; for, like the furprizeat Trenton, it changed 
the whole face of affairs, and reftored energy to the 
friends of America in that important feat of war. 

North Carolina is a very fine country, beautifully 
diverfified with pleafant hilis, large vallies, and noble 
rivers, though none of them is navigable for vef- 
fels above 80 tons, except the rivers Fear and Claren- 
don ; yet as they interfeét the country in every direc- 
tion, they are admirably calculated for inland navi- 
gation. There are, for this reafon, no large towns, 
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creafed, and is become a commercial town, 
in which ftrangers abound, as at Marfeilles 
and Amfterdam™: that the manners there 
are confequently polifhed and eafy : that the 
inhabitants love pleafure, the arts, and fo- 
ciety ; and that this country is more Euro- 

pean in its manners than any in America. 
‘Now, if there be any accuracy in this 
fketch, let me defire the reader to compare 
the fpirit of the American States with 
their prefent government. I defire him to 
form 


but from the various produce of this ftate, and the 
rapid increaie of population, the white inhabitants, 
now amounting to near two hundred thoufand ; there 
is every reafon to believe that it will become not one 
of the leaft confiderable on the continent, nor will 
the philofopher view the circumftances which forbid 
the formation of large towns, as an evil, either in 
this country or in Virginia, — TRANSLATOR. 
* The author here refers to the former fituation 
of the province ; but, as I have already mentioned, 
the interior of this extenfive ftate is daily peopling 
with a race of healthy, induftrious planters, and is 
highly fufceptible of every fpecies of improvement. 
As for fea-pozts, there are none worth mentioning 
but Charleftown; and as for Georgia, its pofition 1s 
in every refpeét fimilar to thatiof South Carolina. 
TRANSLATOR. 
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form the comparifon at the prefent moment, 
in twenty, or in fifty years hence, and I am 
perfuaded, that fince all thefe governments 
refemble each other, as they are all democra= 
tical, he will {till difcover the traces of that 
original character, of that fpirit which pre- 
fides at the formation of people, and at the 
eftablifhment of nations. 

_ Virginia will retain this diese 
character longer than the other States; whe= 
ther it be that prejudices are more du- 
rable, the more abfurd, and the more fri- 
volous they are, or that thofe which injure 
a part only of the human race, are more 
fubject to remark than thofe which affect all 
mankind. In the prefent revolution, the 
ancient families have feen, with pain, new 
men occupying diftinguifhed fituations in 
the army, and in the magiftracy ; and the 
Tories have even hence drawn advantages, 
to cool the ardour of the lefs zealous of the 
Whigs. But the popular party have main- 
tained their ground, and it is only to be 
regretted that they have not difplayed the 
fame activity in combating the Englifh, as in 
difputing precedences, It is to be apprehend- 
qi Th ed, 
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ed, however, that circumftances becoming 
lefs favourable to them, on a peace, they 
may be obliged entirely to give way, or to 
fupport themfelves by factions, which muft 
neceflarily difturb the order of fociety. But 
if Reafon ought to blufh at beholding fuch 
prejudices fo ftrongly eftablifhed amongf a 
. new people, Humanity has ftill more to fuf- 
fer from the ftate of poverty, in which a 
great number of white people lives in Vir- 
ginia. It is in this country that I faw poor 
perfons, for the firft time, after I paffed the 
fea; for, in the midft of thofe rich planta- 
tions, where the negro alone is wretched, 
miferable huts are often to be met with, in- 
habited by whites, whofe wane looks, and | 
ragged garments, befpeak poverty. At firft 
I was puzzled to explain to myfelf, how, in 
a country where there is {till fo much land 
to clear, men who do not refufe to work, 
fhould remain in mifery ; but I have fince 
learned, that all thefe ufelefs territories, 
thefe immenfe eftates, with which Virgi- 
nia is covered, have their proprietors. No- 
thing is more common than to fee fome of 
them poflefling five or fix thoufand acres of 
land, 
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land, who clear out only as much as their 
negroes can cultivate; yet will they not 
give, nor even fell the {malleft portion of 
them, becaufe they form a part of their 
poffeffions, and they are in hopes of one 
day augmenting the number of their ne- 
eroes. Thefe white men, without fortune, . 
and frequently without induftry, are ftrait- 
ened, therefore, on every fide, and reduced 
to the {mall number of acres they are able to 
acquire. Now, the land not being good in 
general in America*, efpecially in Virginia, 
a confiderable number of them is neceffary, 


in 


* The land, within the mountains, in thé hitherto 
fettled parts of North America, are not in general 
very good, and itis of thefe only that the Marquis 
{peaks ; but as the authors of the Nouvelle Encyclo- 
pedie obferve, in their new article of the United States, 
this muft have been the cafe in almoft every new 
country, the foil of Europe having been meliorated 
by the progrefs of population, the quantity of ma- 
nure, and the means by which the earth is pro- 
tected from the effects of heavy rains, &c. by care 
and cultivation. Abbé Raynal’s remarks on this 
fubjeét, in his laft work, called the Revolution of 
America, difcover fo much ignorance as fcarcely to 
merit the elaborate difcuffion beftowed on them by 
the ingenious authors of the Encyclopedie, whe have 
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in order to clear it with fuccefs, ‘becaufe 
they are the cattle from: which :the cul- 
tivator derives his aid and his fubfiftence, 
To the eaftward are a great numberof clear 
ed grounds, but the portions of land which ' 
are eafily purchafed there, and for almoft S 
nothing, confift always of at leaft two hun- : 
dred acres; befides, that to the fouthward, 
the climate is lefs healthy, and the new {et 
tlers, without partaking of the wealth of 
Virginia, fhare all the inconveniencies of : 
the climate, and even the indolence it ine 


f pires*. 
< Beneath 


kewiis ee, from him feveral important paf- 
fages, which have been ably and fully refuted by Mr. 
Payne. | TRANSLATOR. 
* The indolence and diffipation of the middling : 
and lower claffes of white inhabitants of Virginia, are 
fuch as to give pain to every refleéting mind. Horfe- 
racing, cock-fighting, and boxing-matches, are ftand- 
ing amufements, for which they negleé& all bufinefs; 
and in the latter of which they condu& themfelves 
with a barbarity worthy of their favage neighbours. 
The ferocious practice of ftage-boxing in England, — 
is urbanity, compared with the Virginian mode of — 
fighting. In their combats, unlefs {pecially preclud= 
ed, they are admitted (to ufe their own term) “+0 
bite, b-ll--ck, and goudge,” which operations when 
the firft onfet with filts is over, confits in faftening ~ 


. 
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. Beneath this clafs of inhabitants, we muft 
place the negroes, whofe fituation would be © 

ee | fill 


on the nofe or ears of their adverfaries with their 
teeth, feizing him by the genitals, and dexteroufly 
{cooping out an eye ; on which account it is no un- 
common circumftance to meet men in the prime of 
youth, deprived of one of thofe organs. This is 
no traveller’s exaggeration, I fpeak from knowledge 
and obfervation. In the fummer months it is very. 
common to make a party on horfeback to a limeftone 
fpring, near which there is ufually fome little hut 
with fpirituous liquors, if the party are not them- 
felves provided, where their debauch frequently ter- 
minates in a boxing-match, a horfe-race, or perhaps 
both. During a day’s refidence at Leetburg, I was 
myfelf accidentally drawn into one of thefe parties, | 
where I foon experienced the ftrength of the liquor, 
which was concealed by the refrefhing coolnefs of the 
water. While we were feated round the fpring, at 
the edge of a delightful wood, four or five country- 
men arrived, headed by a veteran cyclops, the ter- 
ror of the neighbourhood, ready on every occafion 
to rifk his remaining eye. We foon found ourfelves 
under the neceffity of relinquifhing our pofts, and 
making our efcape from thefe fellows, who evi- 
dently fought to provoke a quarrel. On our return 
home, whilft I was rejoicing at our good fortune, 
and admiring the moderation of my company, we 
arrived at a plain {pot of ground by a wood fide, on 
which my horfe no fooner fet foot, than taking the 
bit between his teeth, off he went at full fpeed, at- 

Vow El. Q tended 
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ftill more lamentable, did. not ‘their natu» 
ral infenfibility extenuate, in fome degree, 
the fufferings annexed to flavery. On fee- 
ing them ill lodged, ill cloathed, and often 
oppreffed with labour, I concluded that 
their treatment wasas rigorous as clfewhere. 


I have been affured, however, that it ig EX= 


extremely mild, in ‘comparifon with what 


they fuffer i in ‘the fugar colonies’; and, ‘in. 


truth, you. do not ufually hear, as at Saint 


Domingo, 


tended by the hoops and hallowings of rt compa- | 
_ nions. An Englifhman is not eafily thrown off his 


guard on horfeback ; but at the end of half a mile 
my horfe ftopped fhort, as if he had been fhot, and 
threw me with confiderable violence over his head ;. 
my buckle, for I was without boots, entangled me: 
in the ftirrup, but fortunately. broke into twenty 
pieces. The company rode up, delighted with the: 
adventure ; and it was then, for thefirft time, I dif- 


covered that I had been purpofely induced, by one of 


my friends, to change horfes with him for the after~ 
noon; that his horfe had been accuftomed to fimilar. 
exploits on the fame race gr ound ; that the whole of 
the bufinefs was neither more nor lefs*than a 


Virginian piece of pleafantry ; and that my friends’ 
‘thought they had exhibited great moderation’ in. 
not ‘expofing me, at the fpring, to the: effects of, 


pe * biting, RE à and goudging. sy TRANSLATOR. 
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Domingo, and Jamaica, the found of whips, 
and the cries cf the unhappy wretches whofe 
bodies they are tearing to pieces*. This 
arifes from the general character of the 

| ey are Virginians, 


* During the Tranflatot’s refidence in the Weft In- 
dies, he took confiderable pains to inform himfelf of 
the different modes of treatment of the negroes, by 
the principal European nations, poffeffing colonies 
in that quarter of the globe, the refult of which 
was, that the Dutch are the moft cruel; the Englith 
more humane; the French ftill more fo; and the 
Spaniards. the moft indulgent mafters. He was great- 
ly ftruck with this gradation, the truth of which 
feemed to be confirmed by his own obfervations ; but - 
he leaves it to others to decide what influence the va- 
tious forms of government, and the religious prin- 
ciples. or prejudices of each of thefe nations, may 
have in the operation. of this feeming paradox. A 
foyer of. truth will never fhrink from the difcuffion 
of any .queftion interefting to humanity, whatevet 
be his political ot religious bias: The Tranflator, 
from impulfe, and from reafon, is a ftrenuous affer- 
tor of the rights and original equality of mankind ; 
but it is an old remark, that Republicans are the 
worft mafters, a pofition which purfued through the 
above fucceflion, feems in fome meafure to receive 
à confirmatien ; yet to him appears unaccountable 
from any given principles, uniefs it be the arifto- 
cratic principles, which, to the misfortune of man- 


kind, have hitherto uniformly taken pofleffion of aH 
the 
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Virginians, which is more mild than that 
of the inhabitants of the fugar iflands, who 
confift almoft entirely of ‘rapacious men, 
eager and prefling to make fortunes to re- 
turn to Europe. Another reafon is, that 
the produce of their culture not being of fo 
much value, labour is not urged on them 
with fo much feverity ; and, to do juftice. 
to both, it is becaufe the negroes, on their 
fide, are not fo much addicted to cheating and 
thieving as in theiflands. For the propa- 
gation of the black fpecies being very rapid, 
and very confiderable here, the greateft part 
of the negroes are born in the country; and 
it is remarked that they are generally lefs de- 
praved than thofe imported from Africa. I 
muft likewife do the Virginians the juftice 
to declare, that many of them treat their 
negroes with great humanity. I muft add 
likewife, : a {till more honourable teftimo- 


DY, 


the republican governments, and baffled the forefi oh 
of the virtuous and good. But there is  reafon to hope 
that the democracies of America will. form a bril- 
liant and confoling exception to the triumphant re~ 
proaches of the idolators of regal power. 
TRANSLATOR: 
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ny, that, in general they feem afflicted to 
have any flavery, and are conftantly talk- 
ing of sPoRAURe it, and of pe sonne fome 
Itis true that mue opinion, : dus is almoft 
generally received, is infpired by different 
motives. The philofophers, and the young 
men, who are almoft all educated in the 
principles of a found philofophy*, regard 
nothing but juftice, and the rights of hu- 
manity. The fathers of families, and fuch 
as are principally occupied with {chemes of 
intereft, complain that the maintenance of 
their negroes is very expenfive ; that their 
labour is neither fo productive nor fo cheap, 
as that of day labourers, or white fervants ; 
and, laftly, that epidemical diforders, which 
are very common, render both their pro- 
Beth and their revenue extremely precari~ 


ka 3 + he ous. 


* The truth is, that the prevalent religion of the 
principal inhabitants in America, and_ particularly 
to the Southward, is pure deifm, called by the name 
of Philofophy i in Europe, a fpirit which has contri- . 
buted in no fmall degree’ to the revolution, and pro- 
duced their unfettered conftitutions ‘of freedom and 
Peston. a ee Serene PRA WADA TOR, 
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ous. However this may be, it is fortunate, 
that different motives concur in difeufting 
men with that tyranny which they exercilé 
upon their fellow creatures at leaft, if not 
people entirely of the fame fpecies ; for the 
more we regard the negroes, the more mu 
we be perfuaded that the difference between. 
them and us, confifts in fomething more 
than complexion. As for the reft, it can- 
not be denied that it is a very delicate point 
to abolith flavery in America. The negroes 
in Virginia amount to two hundred thou- 
fand. They equal at leaft, if they do not 
exceed, the number of white men. Ne- 
ceflarily-united by intereft, by the confor- 
mity of their fituation, and the fimilarity 
of colour, they would unqueftionably form 
a diftine people, from whom. neither fuc- 
cour, virtue, nor labour, could be expected. 
Sufficient attention has not been paid to the 
difference between flavery, fuch as it exifts - 
in our colonies, and the flavery which was 
generally eftablifhed among the. ancients, 
A white flave had no other caufe of humi- 
liation, than his actual ftate; on his being 
freed, he mixed immediately with se men, 
and 
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cand became their equal.  Hence that emu- 
lation among the flaves to obtain their liber- 
ty, cither as a favour, or to purchafe it with 
the fruit of their labour. There were two 
advantages in this; the poffibility of en- 
franchifing them without danger, and that 
ambition which almoft generally took place 
among them, and turned to the advantage 
of morals, andofinduftry. Butin the pre- 
fent cafe, it isnot only the flave whois be+ 
neath his mafter, it is the negro whois be= 
neath the white man. No act of enfranchife- 
ment can efface this:unfortunate diftinGtion ; 
accordingly we do not fee the negroes very 
anxious to obtain their freedom, nor much 
pleafed when they have obtained-it. The 
free negroes continue to live with the negro 
flaves, and never with the white men, info- 
much that intereft alone makes them de- 
firous of quitting flavery, when they are 
endowed with a particular induftry,of which 
they with to reap the profits. It appears, 
therefore, that there is no other method of 
abolifhing flavery, than by getting rid of 
the negtoes, ameafure which muft be very 
gradually adopted. The beft expedient 


would 
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would be to export a great number of males, 
and to encourage the marriage of white men 
with the females. For this purpofe the law 
muft be abrogated which tranfinits flavery 
by the fide of the mother; or it might-be 
enacted, that every female flave fhall become, 
ipfo facto, free, by marrying a free man. 
From refpect to property, perhaps it might 
be juft to require of the latter, a compenfa- 
tion to be fixed by law, to be paid either in 
labour or in money, as an indemnity to 
the proprietors of the negrefs ; but it is - 
certain, at all events, that fuch a law, aided 
by the illicit, but already. well eftablifhed 
commerce between the white men and ne- | 
_grefles, could not fail of giving birth to a 
‘race of mullattoes, which would produce 
another of Quarterons, and fo ony until the — 
Colour fhould be totally effaced. | 
. But I have enlarged fufficiently on this 
fubje&, which has not efcaped the policy 
and philofophy of the prefent age. I have 
only to apologize for not having tréated it 
with declamation; but it has always been 
‘my opinion that eloquence can influence 
aii the refolutions -of the moment; and 
that 
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that every thing which can only be effected 
by time alone, muft be the refult of reafon ; 
it is not difficult, however, to add ten ora 
dozen pages to thefe reflections, which are 
to be confidered as a fymphony compofed 
only of the principal. paies con corni ad ii- 
bitum. | | 
We have feen the inconveniencies of fla 
very, and of the too extenfive pofleffion of 
territory in Virginia ; let us now examine 
the inconfiderable number of advantages | 
arifing from them. ‘The Virginians have 
the reputation, and with reafon, of living 
nobly in their houfes, and of being hofpi- 
table; they give ftrangers not only a will- 
ing, but a liberal reception. This arifes, 
on one hand, from their having no large 
towns, where they may affemble, by which | 
means they are little acquainted with fo- 
ciety, except from the vifits they make; 
and, on the other, their lands and their 
negroes furnifhing them with every arti- 
cle of confumption, and the neceflary fer- 
vice, this renowned hofpitality cofts them 
-very little. Their houfes are {pacious, and 
bomapieenndy bees their apartments are not 
a commo= 
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commodious ; they, rise no ceremony of 
putting three or four perfons into the fame 
soom* ; nor do thefe make any objection 
to their being thus heaped together; for 
being in general ignorant of the comfort of 
reading and writing, they want nothing in: 
their whole houfe but a bed, a dining-room,. 
and à drawing-room for company. The 
chief, magnificence of the Virginians con- 
fifts in furniture, linen, and plate ; in which 
they: refemble,our anceftors,. who had nei 
thericabinets nor wardrobes in their caftles, 
but. contented’ themfelves with.a well-ftored 
cellar; anda handfome buffet.: If. they 
fometimes. diff ipate their fortunes, it is by 
gaming, hunting, and. horfe-races4- ;) but 
LÀ Zdomuglabes Peli in private piece as 
well as in theinns, feveral people are crowded toge- 
ther i in ‘the fame room ; and i in the latter it very com- 
only happens, that after you have been fome time 
sntbed, a ftranger of any condition, (for there is little 
diftin@ion) comes into the room, pulls off his clothes, 
and places himfelf, without ceremony, between your _ 
heets. TRANSLATOR. js 
““# T'have already fpoken of horfé races, “but it is 
with regret T add, that the general fpirit of gaming i$ 
prevalent in this as well as in all the United States, 
but 
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the latter are of fome: utility, inafmuch 
as they encourage the breed. of horfes, 
which are really very handfome in Virgi- 
nia. Wefee that the women have little 
fhare in the amufements of the men ; beau- 
ty here ferves only to procure them huf- 
bands; for the moft wealthy. planters, give 
ing buta {mall fortune with their daugh- 
ters, their fate is ufually decided by their 
figure. The confequence of this is, that. 
they aré often pert and coquettifh before, 
and forrowful. helpmätes after marriage. 
The luxuryiof. being ferved by flaves. fill 
farther augments their natural indolence ; 
they are always furrounded by a great num- _ 
bet of them, for their own fervice, and that 
of their children, whom they content them- 
felves with fuckling only. They, as well 
as their hufbands, pay attention to them 
when young, and negle& them when grown 
up. We may fay in general of the Ame- 
rica, as of the Baglith, that they are 


‘but more Sp eticat tty “het the fouthern « ones, 
which has already been attended with {uicide, and all 
ist baneful confequences, | ke : T RANSLATOR. + 
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very fond of their infants, and care little for 

their children, It would be a délicate dif- 

cuflon, perhaps, to enquire, whether this 

be really a natural fentiment, and whether 

our conduct, which is very different; be not 

the refult of felf-love, or of ambition; but 

we may fafely affirm, that the care we take. 
of ours, is a means of attaching ourfelves 

to them, and of enfuring their reciprocal 
attachment; a fentiment ‘the noblenefs and _ 
utility of which cannot be contefted*. : 

I was defirous of celebrating the virtues 
peculiar to the Virginians, and in fpite of 
my wifhes, lam obliged to limit myfelf to 
their magnificence and hofpitality. It is 
not in my power to add generofity-; for they 
are ftrongly attached to their interefts ; and 
their great riches, joined to their preten- 
ek Bives more deformity to this vice. I 

| - ought 


à * I confefs myfelf at a lofs to difcover from what 
fource of obfervation the author has derived the fact 
on which he reafons fo ingenioufly. Perhaps it is 
. the fecret fpiritof national prejudice that has led me, 
who was born an Englifhman, to reverfe the remark, 
as applied to the two countries of France and Eng- 
land; but I leave the fa&t and the difcuffion to more 
acute © obfervers. A SnWO) VIN TRANSLATORS. 
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ought, in the firft inftance, to have ‘treat- 
ed of the article of religion ; but there is 
nothing remarkable refpeCting it in this 
country, except the facility with which they 
difpenfe with it.. The eftablifhed religion, 
previous to the Revolution, was that of the 
Church of England, which we know re- 
quires Epifcopacy, and that every Prieft 
muft be ordained by a Bifhop. Before the 
war, perfons deftined to the Church, went 
to England, to ftudy and to be ordained. It 
is impofiible, therefore, in the prefent Cir- 
cumftances, to fupply the vacancies of the 
Paftors who drop off. What has been the 
confequence of this? That the churches 
‘have remained fhut ; the people have done 
without a Paftor, and not a thought has 
been employed towards any fettlement of 
an Englifh church, independent of Eng- 
land*, The moft complete toleration is 
eftablifhed; but the other communions 

| have 


ot St the war ders was. a great feazcity of 
Minifters of the Epifcopal Church, on account of 
the numbers of that body who attached’ themfelves 
to England; which was pretty. generally the cafe; 


but after the Bear many young Americans, : deftin- 
guifhed 
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| have made no aéquifition for the loffes of 
the former ; each fect has remained in its 

original fituation ; and this fort of religious 

interregnum, has been productive of no dif- 

order. The clergy have befides received a 
fevere check in the new conftitution, which | 

excludes them from all fhare in the govern- 

ment, even from the right of voting at 

3 | | : cléétions. 


guifhed for the gown, finding a repugnance on the 
part of the Englifh Bifhops, got ordained by the — 
Nonjuring Bifhops in Scotland. An aët has at length 
pafled, however, to authorize the ordination of Fo- 
reign Clergy by the Englifh Bithops, which is evi- 
dently intended to promote the caufe of the Hier- 
archy in the United States. I fhall here take the op- 
portunity of mentioning, that on account of the 
great {carcity of Bibles, a new edition was publithed , 
by one Aikin, a printer, of Philadelphia, by order 
of Congrefs, under the infpeétion of the Reverend 
_ Mr. White, brother-in-law to Mr. Morris, and 
the other Chaplain to that body; but fuch are an: 
cient prejudices, that very few of the zealous follow. 
ers either of Luther or of Calvin, could be broughe 
to look upon it as the genuine old book. The Wary. 
devotees, dreaded, no doubt, fimilar errors to that 
for which, the Company of Stationers. were: muléed 
an the. time, of King Charles; .the omiffion of the 
negative in one of the Commandments, by printing 
«Tho foalt do murder.” = ‘TRANSLATOR. 
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ele@tions. It is true that the judges and 
lawyers are fubjected to the fame exclufion, 
but that is from another motive ; to prevent 
the public intereft from falling into compe- 
tition with that of individuals. The legif= 
lator dreaded the re-action of thefeinterefts ; 
it has been thought proper, in fhort, to form 
a fort of feparate body in the State, under 
the name of the Judicial Body. Thefe ge- 
neral views are perhaps falutary in them- 
felves ; but they are attended with an incon- 
venience at the prefent ‘moment ; for the 
lawyers, who are certainly the moft enlight- 
ened part of the community, are removed 
from the civil councils, and the adminiftra- 
tion is entrufted either to ignorant, or to 
the leaft fkilful men. ‘This is the princi- 
pal objection made in the country to the 
prefent form of government, which to me 
appears. excellent in many refpects. It is 
every where in print, ‘and eafily to be pro= 
cured ; but I fhall endeavour to give a {ketch 
of it in a few words. It is compofed,. 1ft. 
Of the Affembly of Deputies, named by the 
cities and counties, a body correfponding 
with the Houfe of Commons. 2dly. Of a 
SE RARE | Siaabruch ob NoN FOR 
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“Senate, the. members of which are elected 
by feveral united. counties, in a greater or 
“Jefs number, according to the population of 
the counties, which anfwers to the Houfe 
of Peers... 3dly. Of an Executive Council, 
of which the Governor is prefident, and mp | 
members chofen by. the two Chambers ; 
fubftitute for the executive pare of ke 
King in England*. | 
Itis not by accident that I bev shee 
poned : the confideration of every thing re- 
f{peting the progrefs of the Arts and Sa | 
ces in this country, until the conclufion of 
my reflections on Virginia ; ; I have done it 
exprefsly becaufe the mind, after beftowing 
its attention on the variety of human infti- 
tutions, repofes itfelf with pleafure on thofe 
which tend to the perfection of the under- 
ftanding, and the progrefs of information ; 
and above all, becaufe having found myfelf 
under the neces of | (patins lefs advan- 
RENE 


* See the Conftitutions of the different States, 
republifhed in England by the Reverend Mr. Jack 
fon, and the excellent tranflation from the’ original, 
with notes, publifhed in Paris by the Duke de la 
FRATIREAEA. TRANSLATOR, 
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_ tageoufly of this State than I wifhed to have 
done, I am happy to conclude with an ar- 


ticle, which is wholly in their commenda- 


- tion. The College of William and Mary, 


~ whofe founders are announced by the very 


name, is a noble eftablifhment which em- 
bellifhes Williamfburg, ‘and does honour to 


Virginia. The beauty of the edifice is fur- 


pafled by the richnefs of its library, and 
that, ftill farther by the diftinguifhed merit 
of feveral of the Profeflors, fuch as the 
Doctors Maddifon, Wythe, Bellini, &c. &c. 
who may be regarded as living books, at 
once affording precepts and examples. I 
mutt likewife add, that the zeal of thefe 
Profeflors has been crowned with the 


4 


moft diftinguifhed fuccefs, and that they 


have already formed many diftinguifhed 


characters, ready to ferve their country in 
the various departments of government. 
Amongft thefe, it is with pleafure I men- 
tion Mr. Short, with whom I was parti- 
cularly connected. After doing juftice to 


- the exertions of the Univer fi ity of Wil- 


liamfburg, for fach i is the Li of Wil- 
Vou. I, | P  liam 
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liam and Mary; if it be neceffary fer its 
further glory to cite miracles, I fhall only 


-obferve that they created me a + Date vi 
Laws. 


Willianfoure, 


A Journey 


h 
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A ‘journey into New Hampfbire, the State 
of Maffachuffets, and Upper Penfylvania. 


THE Baron de Viomenil having joined the 
army in the beginning of October, I ought to 
have refigned to him of courfe the command 
of the firft divifion, fo that I had now no 
neceflary occupation, unlefs I had chofen to 
take the command of the fecond divifion, in 
which cafe I muft have fuperfeded the 
Comte de Viomenil, which was far from 
my intention; it depended upon myfelf, 
therefore, to return to Philadelphia, to 
wait for Mr. de Rochambeau, who was ex- 
pected there, after marching his troops to 
the eaftward ; but my departure would have 
too plainly difcovered the intention of em- 
barking them, which it was wifhed to keep 
a fecret, at leaft until they had reached 
Hartford. The Comte de Viomenil, on 
the other hand, being defirous of vifiting 
Saratoga, the Baron de Viomenil requefted © 
me to retain the command of the firft, whilft 
i ine: he 


De TRAVELS IN 

he took that of the fecond divifion. I con- 

fented, therefore, to facrifice another lift- 

lefs and fatiguing fortnight, and marched 

with the troops to Hartford*. I fubmitted 
| | alfo 


* The Tranflator attended the French army on 
their march, nearly the whole way, from Alexandria 
to the North River, and was a witnefs to their ftriét 
difcipline, and the furprizing harmony between them 
and the people of the country, to whom they gave 
not the flighteft reafon of complaint. He infifts the 
more on this fact, as it appears to himno lefs fingu- 
Jar than interefting. On their arrival at their quar- 
ters on the march, the whole country came to fee 
them, and it was a general fcene of gaiety and good 
humour. When they encamped at Alexandria, on 
the ground formerly occupied by Bradock, the moft 
elegant and handfome young ladies of the neigh- 
bourhood danced with the officers on the turf, in 
the middle of the camp, to the found of military 
mufic ; and, (a circumftance which will appear fingu- 
lar to European ideas,) the circle was ina great mea- 
fure compofed of foldiers,. who, from the heat of. 
the weather, had difengaged themfelves from their 
cloaths, retaining not an article of drefs except their . 
fhirts, which in general were neither extremely long, 
mor in the beft condition; nor did this occafion the 
Jeaft embaraflement to the ladies, many of whom 
were of highly polifhed manners, and the moft ex- 
: quifite delicacy ; or to their friends or parents; fo 
whimfical and arbjtrary-are manners. | 
TRANSLATOR, 
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‘alfo not to return to the fouthward, before 

Mr. de Rochambeau, and to accompany him 
thither after feeing them embarked. I de- 
termined, however, to avail myfelf of thefe- 

circumftances to vifit the upper part of the | 
State of Maffachuffets, and New Hamp- 
fhire, which I had not yet feen, With this 
view I det out from Hartford the 4th of 
November, the very day the Comte de Ro- 
chambeau marched with the firft divifion to 
encamp at Bolton*. It was two in the af-. 
ternoon when I got on horfeback; my 
companions were Meflieurs Lynch, de Mon- 
tefquieu, the Baron de Taleyrand, and Mr. 

de Vaudreuil. We followed the Bolton 
route to a crofs road, about three miles be- 

Eg | . yond 


_* The French army, at the time the Marquis 
fpeaks of, had been for fome time encamped at 
Crompont, near Cortland’s manor, a few miles 
from that of General Wafhington’s, and between 
which there was a daily intercourfe. The Tranfla- 
tor dined, in October 178a, in General Wafhing- 
ton’s tent, with the Marquis de Laval, the Baron 
de Viomenil, and feveral French officers, within 
hearing of the Britifh guns, which were at that pe- | 
riod happily become a brutym fulmen. 
TRANSLATOR. 
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yond the Meeting-houfe, where there is a 
{tone for the traveller’s dire@tion. We here 
took to the left, to reach Mr. Kendal’s ta- 
vern, in the townfhip of Coventry, feven- 
teen miles from Bolton, and four from the. 
crofs roads. In a quarter of an hour we 
met Mr. Kendal, who was on horfeback, 
carrying letters to Mr. de Rochambeau, 
from the Marquis de Vaudreuil, our Admi- 
ral ; for this route, which is the fhorteft be- 
tween Bolton and Hartford, was preferred 
for the chain of exprefies between the fleet, 
the army, and Philadelphia. Mr. de Mon- 
tefquieu returned with him to Bolton, to 
know whether. thefe letters contained any 
interefting intelligence. As we travelled 
flowly, he rejoined us in half an hour, and 
informed us, that they were only anfwers 
to thofe he had received from the army, 
with the {tate of the troops to be embark- 
ed. Before we reached Mr. Kendal’ s, we 
pafied a hut which fcarcely merited the 
name of a Loghoufe, and was only ‘half co- 
vered, but which was inhabited by a man 
who accofted us in French; he was a la- 
bourer from. Canada, who had frequently 

changed 
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changed habitations, and had feven chil- 
dren. We were well lodged and treated at 
Mr. Kendal’s, who is above the common 
clafs, and is more occupied in commerce 
than in farming; he fat down to table with 
us, and we were pleafed with his converfa- 
tion. 

We fet out at half oath ‘eight in the 
morning of the sth, and travelled through 
a very agreeable and variegated country, 
prefenting us every moment with the. view 
of handfome habitations. ‘The face of the 
country is unequal, but the hills are nei- 
ther high nor fteep. We ftopped to bait 
our horfes at Mr. Clark’s tavern, in A/hford 
townfhip, by the fide of the rivulet of 
Mounthope, on this fide of a river marked 
in the chart by the name of Monchoas, and 
of a branch of that river called Big/lack. 
We left this place at two o’clock, the 
country ftill continuing to be pleafant. [ 
was particularly ftruck with the pofition of 
Woodftock-meeting, which is placed on an — 
eminence, commanding a very gay and 
well-peopled country. There are feveral 
inns around this meeting, but we went 

Pf | three 
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three miles and. a half further, to Mrs: 
Chandler’s. Our journey this day, was 
thirty-three miles, it being feventeen from 
Clark's to Chandler’s tavern. This houfe is 
kept by a widow, who was from home, and 
Mr. Lynch, who had preceded us, was 
very ill received by an old fervant maid. 


We found him in great diftrefs, becaufe fhe 


would make no preparation of even killing 
a few chickens, before fhe received the or- 
ders of her miftrefs. Fortunately, however, 
the latter arrived in a quarter of an hour, 
ina fort of fingle horfe chaife, and we found — 
her very polite and obliging, fhe gave usa to- 
lerable fupper, and we were neatly lodged*. 
The 6th we fet out at ten o'clock, hav- 
ing been apprized that on reaching Oxford, 
it would be neceflary to enquire the road at 
a tavern kept by Mr. Lord, at twelve miles 
diftance; but the weather being bad when 
we got there, we determined to ftop a 
couple of hours until the rain ceafed, which 
had continued the whole morning. We 
had two roads to chufe; that which goes 
| through 


* This is one of the beft houfes I met with in 
America. | "TRANSLATOR. 
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through Shrew/bury would have led us more 
direCtly to Port/mouth ; but I preferred that 
by Grafton, which leads to Concord; that 
celebrated fpot, where the frft blood was 
fhed, which commenced the’ civil war. 
The rain abating a little, we refumed our 
journey at two, and paffed through Salton, — 
a pretty enough place, where there are fe- 
veral well-built houfes; but the rain re- 
doubling, we were obliged to halt feven 
miles farther on, at Baron’s tavern, where 
we were well received. We dried our- 
felves by a good fire, in a very hand- . 
fome apartment, adorned with good prints, ~ 
and handfome mahogany furniture; and 
finding the ufeful correfpond with the 
agreeable in this houfe, we reconciled our- 
felves to the bad weather, which had forced © 
us into fuch good quarters. 

We left this place at nine the next 
morning, the road leading us through 
Grafton, after which we pafled Black/tone 
river, and arrived at Gale’s tavern, fifteen 
miles from Baron’s, after a journey through 
a very pleafant country. I remarked that 
the meadows, of which there are a great 

number, 
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number, were in general interfe@ted and 
watered by trenches cut on purpofe, Mr. 
Gales informed me that thefe meadows 
were worth from ten to twenty dollars an 
acre; from one of which, in his poffeffion, 
he reaped four tons of hay an acre. The 
after-grafs is for the cattle, to produce but- 
ter and cheefe, principally of this country. 
The price of meat is here about twopence- 
halfpenny the pound of fourteen ounces. 
After baiting our horfes, we continued our 
journey, by Marlborough, where there are 
handfome houfes, and more colle&ted than 
in the other towns or townfhips, We at 
length entered a wood, which conduéted 
us to the river of Concord, or Buillerika, 
over which we pañled by a bridge about a 
mile from the Meeting, and at the fame dif- 
tance from Mr, Yobn’s, where it was near 
nine o'clock before we arrived. This is an 
excellent inn, kept by a moft determined 
Whig, who acted his part in the the affair 
of Concord*, Major Pitcairn, who com- 
manded the Englifh on this occafion, ‘had 

| lodged 


* Tt took place on the roth of April 1775. Ge- 
neral Gage had detached from Bofton all his gre- 
nadiers, light infantry, and fome other troops, 
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Todged frequently at his houfe, in travelling 
through the country in difguife ; a method 
he had fometimes taken, though very dan- 
serous, of gaining information to commu- 
nicate to General Gage. The day on which - 
he headed the Englifh troops to Concord, 
_he arrived at feven in the morning, follow- 
ed by a company of grenadiers, and went 
immediately to Mr. John’s tavern, the door. 
of which being fhut, he knocked feverai. 
times, and on the refufal to open it, ordered 
his grenadiers to force it. Entering it him- 
felf the firft, he pufhed Mr. John with fuch 

| violence 
amounting together to goo men, under the orders 
of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, and Major Pitcairn, 
At Lexington they fell in with a company. of Militia, 
whom they found under arms. The Englifh, ina 
haughty tone, ordered the Americans to difperfe, 
which they refufed, and whilft the converfation was 
confined to words, the Englifh fired without giving 
notice, and at that difcharge killed feven or 
eight Americans, who had made no difpofition 
to fhelter themfelves from the fire; they were 
compelled to give way to numbers. The Ehg- 
lifh advanced to Concord, where they paid dearly 
for their violence, and this firft act of hoftility, for 
which they were alone refponfible, coft them 
near 300 men. Major Pitcairn was flain at the 


battle of Bunker’s Hill, a fhort time after the affair 
of Concord, 


220 TR À V E:L:S TN à 


violence as to throw him-down, and after: 
wards placed a guard over him, frequently 
infifting on his pointing out the magazines: 
of the rebels) The Americans had in fa& 
colleéted fome cannon and warlike ftores at: 
Concord, but having received timely notice 
_ in the night, they had removed every thing 
into the woods, except three twenty-four 
pounders, which remained in the prifon 
yard, of which Mr. John was the keeper. 
Major Pitcairn carrying his violence fo far 
as to clap a piftol to his throat, Mr. John, 
who had himfelf been in a paffion, grew 
calm, and tried to pacify the Englith com- 
mander, He aflured him that there were 
only the above three pieces at Cencord, and 
that he fhould fee them, if he would follow 
him. He conducted him to the prifon, 
where the Englifh entered, he fays, in a 
rage at feeing the Yankees fo expert in 
mounting cannon, and in providing them- 
felves with every thing neceflary for the 
fervice of artillery, fuch as fpunges, ram- 
mers, &c. Major Pitcairn made his men 
deftroy the carriages, and break the trun= 
nions ; then ordered the prifon to be fet 

open; 
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epen, where he found two prifoners, one 
of whom, being a Tory, he releafed. 
The firft moments of trouble and vi- 
vacity being over, Major Pitcairn returned 
to Mr. John’s, where he breakfafted, and 
paid for it. The latter refumed his ftation 
of innkeeper; numbers of the Englith 
came to afk for rum, which he meafured 
out as ufual, and made them pay exactly. 
In the mean time, the Americdns, who | 
had paffed the river in their retreat, began 
to rally, and to unite with thofe, who, 
apprized by the alarum bells, and various 
exprefles, were coming to their afliftance. 
The difpofition Major Pitcairn had to make | 
for his fecurity, whilft he was employed in 
fearching for, and deftroying the ammu- 
nition, was by no means difficult; it was 
only neceflary to place ftrong guards at the 
two bridges to the North, and South, which 
he had done. Towards ten o’clock in the 
morning, the firing of mufquetry was heard 
at the North bridge, on which the Englifh 
rallied at the place appointed, on a height, 
in a church-yard fituated to the right of the 
road, and oppofite the town houfe. Three 
| hundred 
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hundred Americans, who were affembled 
on the other fide of the river, defcended 
from the heights by a winding road which 
leads obliquely to the bridge, but which, 
at fixty paces from the river, turns to the 
left, and comes ftraight upon it. Until 
they had reached this angle, they had their 
flank covered by a fmall ftone wall; but 
when they came to this point, they marched 
up boldly to the bridge, which they found 


the enemy employd in breaking down. | 


The latter fired the firft, but the Americans 
fell upon them, and they eafily gave way, 
which appears rather extraordinary. Mr. 
John affirms that the Englith at firft ima- 
gined the Americans had no ball, but that 
they foon found their ‘error, on feeing fe- 
veral of their foldiers wounded. They 
even {peak here of an officer, who informed 
his men that they had nothing to fear, for 
that the Americans fired only with powder ; 
but a drummer who was near him receiving 
at the moment a mufquet fhot, replied, 
Take care of that powder, Captain. The 
Englith had three men killed here, and fee 
yeral wounded, two of them were officers. 
| | The 


NORTH-AMERICA. 923 


‘The Americans now pañled the bridge, and 
formed immediately on a fmall eminence, 
to the left of the road, as they were fitu- 
ated, and at fhort cannon fhot from that on 
which the Englifh were collected. There 
they remained fome time watching each 
, other; but the fight of fome houfes on fire 
jrritated the Americans, and determined 
them to march towards the Englifh, who 
then retreated by the Lexington road, which 
forming an elbow, the Americans, who 
knew the country, took the ftring of the 
bow, and got up with them before they 
advanced a mile. It was here the retreat- 
ing fight began, of which every body has 
feen the accounts, and which continued to — 
Lexington, where the Englith were joined 
by the reinforcement under the command | 
of Earl Percy. 
- It was on the morning of the 8th that I 
examined the field of battle at Concord, 
which took me up till half paft ten, when 
I refumed my journey. Ten miles from 
Concord. is Bellerika, a pretty confiderable 
_ townfhip; the country here was lefs fertile, 
and the road rather flony. We halted at 
South 
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South Andover, five miles beyond Billerika, 
at a bad inn, kept by one Forfter; his wife 
had fome beautiful children, but fhe ap- 
peared difordered, and I thought her rather, 
drunk. She fhewed me, with much im- 
portance, a book her eldeft daughter was 
reading, and I found it, to my no {mall 
furprize, to be a book of prayers in Italian. 
This daughter, who was about feventeen,. 
tepeated alfo a prayer in. the Indian lan- 
guage, of which fhe underftood not a word, 
having learnt it accidentally from an Indian 
{ervant; but her mother thought all this 
admirable. We contented ourfelves with 
baiting our horfes in this wretched alehoufe, 
and fet out at half paft one, travelled through 
South and North Andover. North-Parifh, 
or, North Andover, is a charming place, | 
where there are a great number of very 
handfome houfes, a quantity of meadows, 
and fine cattle,  Almoft on quitting this 
long townfhip, you enter Bradford, where 
night overtook us, and we travelled two or 
three miles in the dark before we reached 
Haverhill ferry. It was half paft fix before 
we bad crofled it, and got to. Mr. Hare 
ward’ S 
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ward’s inn, where we had a good fupper, 
and good lodgings. At Haverhill, the Me- 
rimack is only fit for veflels of thirty tons, 
*but much larger ones are built here, which 
_ are floated down empty to Newbury. Three — 
miles above Haverhillare falls, and higher up 
the river is only navigable for boats. The 
trade of this town formerly confifted in 
timber for fhip-building, which has been 
fufpended fince ‘the war. It is pretty con- 
fiderable, and tolerably well built ; and its 
fituation, in the form of an amphitheatre on 
the left fhore of the Merimack, gives it 
many agreeable afpects. 

We left this place the oth, at nine in 
the morning, our road lying through 
Plafiow, a pretty confiderable townfhip ; 
after which we met with woods, and a 
wild and horrid country. We faw a great 
number of pines and epicias ; there are-alfo 
feveral large lakes, fome of which are traced | 
upon the chart. : Since we quitted the con- 
fines of Connecticut, I have in general ob- 
ferved a great number of thefe ponds, which 
contributed to increafe the refemblance be- 
tween this country and that of the Bour= 

eVoz.IL | Q: | = bonnots, 
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Bonnots, and the Nivernots, in France. 
Twelve miles from Haverhill is Kingflon, 
x townfhip inferior to thofe we had obferved 
upon the route ; and at the end of eighteen? 
miles is Exeter, at prefent the capital of 
New Hampthire, that is to fay, the place 
where the Prefident or Governor refides; 
and the members of the ftate aflemble. It 
is rather a handfome town, and isa fort of 
port; for veflels of feventy tons can come 
up, and others as large as three, or four 
hundred tons are built here, which are 
floated down Exeter river into the bay of 
that name, and thence to PyCataqua. | We 
flopped at a very handfomejinn kept by Mr. 
Rufpert, which we quitted at half paft two; 
and though we rode very faft, night was 
coming on when we reached Portfmouthy 
The road from Exeter is very hilly.. We 
pailed through Greenland, acvery populous 
townfhip, compofed of well built houfes: 
Cattle here are abundant, but not: fo hand- 
| foe ‘as. in Connecticut, and: the Staten 
_ Maffachuffets. | They are difperfed over fine 
meadows, and-it is a beautiful fight tofee 
them. colleGted::near their: hovels | imsthe 
ton d 7 ) evening. 


ns 
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evening. ‘This country prefents, in every 
refpe&, the picture of Abundance and of 
Happinefs. The road from Greenland to 
Portfmouth is wide and beautiful, inter- 
{perfed with habitations, ‘fo that thefe two 
townfhips almoft touch. I alighted at Mr. 
Broofter’s, where I was well lodged; he 
feemed to mea refpectable man, and much 
attached to his country. 

In the morning of the roth I went to pay 
a vifit to Mr. Albert de Rioms, Captain of 
the Pluton, who had a houfe on fhore, 
where he refided for his health ; he invited 
me to dinner, which he advifed me to ac- 
cept, as the Comte de Vaudreuil was in 
great confufion on board his fhip, themizen 


_ matt of which had been ftruck by lightning 


five days before, and which penetrated to his 
firft battery ; but he offered me his boat to 


Q2 yf carty 


* The Marquis de Vaudreuil’s fquadron was then 


at Bofton, and fome of his fhips were refitting, and 


taking in mafts at Portfmouth. M. de Albert de 
Rioms is the officer who commanded the evolutions 
of the French fquadron, on the late vifit of the King 
to Cherbourg. TRANSLATORe 
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carry me.on board the Æugufie. In return- 
ing for my cloak, I happened to pafs by the 
meeting, precifely at the time of fervice, 
and had the curiofity to enter, where I re- 
mained above. half an hour, that I might 
not interrupt the preacher, and to fhew my 
~ refpe& for the aflembly ; the audience were 
not numerous on account of the fevere cold, 
but I faw fome handfome women, elegantly 
drefied. Mr. Barkminfler, a young “mi- 
nifter, _fpoke with à great deal of grace, 
and reafonably enough for a preacher. I 
could not help admiring the addrefs with 
which he introduced politics into his fer- 
~ mon, by comparing the Chriftians redeemed 
by the blood of Jefus Chrift, but ftill com- 
pelled to fight againft the flefh and fin, to 
the Thirteen United States, who, notwith- 
ftanding they have acquired liberty and in- 
dependence, are under the neceflity of em- 
ploying all their force to combat a formi- 
dable power, and to préferve thofe inva- 
luable treafures. It was near twelve when * 
I embarked in Mr. Albert’s boat, and, faw | 
en abe oh near the little Ifland ri Rifing 
| “Calle, 
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Caftle, the America,* (the fhip given by 
Congrefs to the King of France) which 


sk hel Ks had 


* The America is the veflel given by Congrefs to 
the King of France, to replace the Magnifique, loft 
on Lovel’s ifland in Bofton harbour, when the 
French fleet entered that port fome months after the 
defeat of the Comte de Graffe. This fhip was 
defigned for the well known Paul Jones, who by his 
command of the little fquadron on the coafts of 
England, had acquired’ the title of Commodore, and 
was fighing after that of Admiral of America, which 
Congrefs, no bad appreciators of merit, thought 
proper to refufe him. The Tranflator met him at 
a public table at Bofton, on his return from Portf- 
mouth, where he told the company, that notwith- 
ftanding the-reafon he had to be difcontented, he had 
given his advice in the conftruétion and launching 
of the veflel, in which latter operation, however, the 
hip ftruck faft on the flip, but without any material 
damage. This accident is not intended by any 
means as an imputation on Mx. . Jones, who cer- 
tainly was fortunate enough, at one time, to render 
confiderable fervice to America. He is faid to have 
acquired a confiderable property by the prizes he 
made in that cruize, but his officers and crews com- 
plain (the Tranflator does not fay with what juftice) 
that there has never been any diftribution of the 
prize moneys and that numbers of his maimed and 
mutilated failors were reduced to beg for a fubfiftence 
in France, and elfewhere, to the difcredit of Ame- 

rica, 
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had been juft launched, and appeared to mea 
fitic thip. I left-on the right the Ifle of 
Washington, on which ftands a fort of that 
name. Itis built in the form of a far, 
the parapets of which are fupported by 
ftakes, and was not finifhed Then leaving’ 
Newcafile on the right, and Bittery on the 
left, we arrived at the anchoring ground, 
within the firft pafs. I found Mr. Vau- 
dreuil on board, who prefented me to the 
officers of his fhip, and afterwards to thofe 
of the detachment of the army, among 
whom were. three officers of my former 
regiment of Guienne, at prefent called 
Viennois. He then took me to fee the ra- 
_ vages made by the lightning, of which M. 
de Biré, who then commanded the fhip, 
M. de Vaudreuil having flept on fhore, 
gave me the following account: At half 
patt two in the morning, in the midft of a 

very 


rica. Mr. Jones read fome pretty enough verfes in 
his own, honour to the fame company, at Brackett’s 
tavern in Bofton, extra®ed from a London newf. 
paper, and faid to be written by Lady Craven. The 
America is now at Breft, and is efteemed « one of the 
bane fhips 1 in the French navy. 
TRANSLATOR, 
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very. violent rain, a dreadful explofion was 
heard fuddenly, and the centinel, who was. 
in.the gallery, came ima panic into the 


council chamber, where he met with M. . 


Biré, who had leaped to the foot of his 
bed, and they were both ftruck with a 
ftrong fulphureous fmell. The bell was 
immediately rung, and the fhip examined, 
when it was found that the mizen maft 
was cut fhort in two, four feet from the 
forecaftle ; that it had been lifted in the 
air, and fallen perpendicularly on the 
quarter-deck, through which it had pene- 
trated, as well as the fecond battery. Two 
failors were crufhed by its fall, two others, 
who never could be found, had doubtlefs 
been thrown into the fea by the commo- 
tion, and feveral were wounded. 

+ Atone o’clock we returned on fhore to 
dine. with, M. Albert de Rioms, and our 
fellow guefts were M. de Biré, who ated 
as Flag Captain, though buta Lieutenant ; 
M. de Mortegues, , who formerly com- | 
manded the Magnifique (loft at the fame 
period on Lovel’s ifland in Bofton harbour) 
and was deftined tothe command of the 
see , | America 3 


Q 4 


232" TRAVELS TIN 


America; M. de Siber, Lieutenant en pred 
of the Pluton ; M.d’Hizeures, Captain of 
the regiment of Väennois, &c. after din- 

ner we went to drink tea with Mr. Langdon, 
= He is a handfome man, and of a noble Car- 
riage; he has been a member of Congrefs, 
and is now one of the firft people of the 
country; his houfe is elegant and well fur- 
 nifhed, and the apartments admirably well 
wainfcotted; he has a good manufcript 
chart of the harbour of Portfmouth. Mrs. 
Langdon, his wife, is young, fair, and to- 
lerably handfome, but I converfed lefs with 
her than with her hufband, in whofe favour 
I was prejudiced, from knowing that he 
had difplayed great courage and patriotifm 
at the time of Burgoyne’s expedition. For 
repairing to the council chamber, of which 
he was a member, and perceiving that they 
were about to difcufs fome affairs of little 
confequence, he addrefied them as follows : 
‘ Gentlemen, you may talk as long as you 
cf pleafe, but I know that the enemys on 
our frontiers, and that I am going ta 
“ take my piftols, and mount my horfe, 
“ to combat with my fellow citizens ;” 
à 40m | the 
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the greateft part of the members of the 
council and affembly followed him, and 
joined General Gates at Saratoga. As he 
was marching day and night, repofing him- 
felf only in ine woods, a negro fervant who 
attended him fays to him, ‘ Matter, you 
‘are hurting yourfelf, but no matter, you 
‘« are going to fight for Liberty ; I fhould 
‘ fuffer alfo patiently if I had Liberty to 
“ defend.” ‘* Don’t let that ftop. you,” 
replied Mr. Langdon, ‘ from this moment 
<< youare free.” The negro followed him, 
behaved with courage, and has never quitted . 
him. On leaving Mr. Langdon’s, we 
went to pay a vifit to Colonel Wentworth, 
who is refpected in this country, not only 
from ‘his being of the fame family with 
Lord Rockingham, but from his general 
acknowledged charaëter for probity and ta- 
lents. He conducted the naval department 
at Portfmouth, and our officers are never 
weary in his commendation. From Mr. 
Wentworth’s, M. de Vaudreuil and M. de 
Rioms took me to Mrs. Whipple's, a widow 
lady, who is, I believe, fifter-in-law to 
Faune Whipple; fhe is neither young nor 

| hand- 
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handfome, but appeared to me to have a 
good underltanding, and gaietys She is 
educating one of. her nieces, only fourteen 
years old, who.is already charming. Mrs. 
Whipple’s houfe, as well as that of Mr. 
Wentworth’s, and all thofe I faw at Portf- 
mouth, aré very handfomeand well furnifhed. 
I propofed, on the morning of the rith, 
to make a tour amongit the iflands in the 
harbour, but fome {now having fallen, and 
the weather being by no means inviting, I 
contented myfelf with paying vifits to fome 
officers of the navy, and amongft others to 
the Comte de Vaudreuil, who had flept on 
fhore the preceding night; after which we 
again met at dinner at Mr. Albert's s, a point 
of union which was always agreeable. : M, 
d’Hizeure had ordered the mufic of the 
regiment of Vennois to attend, and I found 
with pleafure, that the tafte for mufic, | 
which I had infpired into that corps, fill 
fubfifted, and that the ‘ancient muficians 
had been are replaced.* After din- 
ner, 
* The Marquis de Chaftellux, amongft his vari. 
ous accomplifhments, is diftinguifhed. not only in 
the character of an amateur, but for his fcientific 
knowledge of mufic. TRANSLATOR. 
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ner, we again drank tea at Mr, Langdon’s, 
and then paid a vifit to Dr. Brackett, an 
efteemed phyfician of the country, and af- — 
terwards to Mr. Thompfon. : The latter was 
born in England ; he is a good feaman, and 
an excellent fhip-builder, and is befides a: 
fenfible man, greatly attached to his new 
country, which it is only fifteen years fince 
he adopted. His wife is an American, and 
pleafes by her countenance, but ftill more 
by her amiable and polite behaviour. We 
finifhed the evening at Mr. Wentworth’s, 
where the Comte de Vaudreuil lodged; he 
gave us a very handfome fupper, without 
ceremony, during which the converfation 
was gay and agreeable. 

The rath I fet out, after taking leave of 
M. de Vaudreuil, whom I met as he was 
coming to call on me, and it was certainly 
with the greateft fincerity that I teftified to 
him my fenfe of the polite manner in which 
I had been received by him, and by the 
officers under his command. | 

The following are the ideas which I had 
an opportunity of acquiring relative to the 
town of Portfmouth. It was in a pretty 

| flourithing | 
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fiourifhing ftate before the war, and catried 
on the trade of fhip timber, and falt ff. 
It is eafy to conceive that this commerce 
muft have greatly fuffered fince the com- 
mencement of the troubles, but notwith- 
ftanding, Portfmouth is, perhaps, of all the 
American towns, that which will gain the 
moft by the prefent war, There is every 
appearance of its becoming to New England, 
what the other Portfmouth is to the OM; 
that is to fay, that this place will be made 
choice of as the depôt of the continental 
marine. ‘The accefs to the harbour is eafy, 
the road immenfe, and there are feven fa- 
thoms water as far up as two miles above 
the town; add to this, that notwith- 
ftanding its northern fituation, the harbour 
of Port{mouth is never frozen, an advantage 
atifing from the rapidity of the current. 
This circumftance, joined to its proximity — 
to the timber for fhip- building, efpecially 
for mafts, which can only be balanced by 
_ the harbour of Rhode Ifland, will doubtlefs 
determine the choice of Congrefs. But if 
a naval eftablifhment be thought neceflary 
at Portfmouth, the quays, the rope-walks, 
di the 
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the arfenals, &c.: muft be placed in the 
iflands, and not on the continent; for it 
would be eafy for an enemy’s army to land 
there, and take poffeffion of the town, the — 
local fituation of which would require too 
confiderable a developement of fortifica- 
tion to fhelter it from infult. I imagine 
however, that a good entrenched camp 
might be formed between the two creeks, 
but I am only able to judge of that from 
a flight obfervation, and from charts. 
It has happened in New Hampfhire, as 
in the State of Maffachuffets, that the lof- 
fes of commerce have turned to the advan- 
tage of agriculture; the capitals of the rich, 
and the induftry of the people having flow- 
ed back:from the coafts towards the inte- 
rior of the country, which has profited ra- 
pidly by the reflux. Itis certain that this 
country has a very flourifhing appearance, 
and that new houfes are building, and new 
farms are fettling every day. : | 
New Hampfhire hitherto has no perma- 
nentconftitution, and its prefent government 
is no more than a fimple convention; it 
much refembles that of Penfylyania, be it 
confifts 
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confifts of one legiflative body, compofed 
_of the reprefentatives of the people, and the 
executive council, which has for its chief, © 
a Prefident, inftead of Governor. But dur- 
ing my ftay at Portfmouth, I learnt that 
there’ was an aflembly at Exeter for the pur 
pofe of eftablifhing a conftitution, the prin- 
cipal articles of which were already agreed 
on. This conftitution will be founded on 
the fame principles as thofe of New-York 
and Maflachuñflets. “There will be, as in 
the former, an ‘executive power vefted in 
the hands of the Governor, the Chancellor 
and the Chief Juftices; the latter:of whom 
will be perpetual, at leaft guam diu Je bene 
geferint, during good behaviour, but the 
members of the fenate will be annually 
changed, and the requifite qualification of 
a fenator, very inconfiderable, which I 
think is a great inconvenience *. Mr, 
Langdon obferves, and perhaps with reafon, 
that the country is as yet too young, and 
the materials wanting to give this fenate 

| all 


i ae 


_* A new form ay gavernineht | has bac eftablith- 
ed fince the peace. TRANSLATOR. 
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all the weight and. confiftence it ought to 
have, 2s in Matyland, where the fenators 
are elected for three years, and muft poffefs 
at leaft five hundred pounds. | 
At Portfmouth I was told of a new fe&, 
which could not fail of making fome noife 
in the country. An individual, I think, of 
the name of Andrews, thinks proper to 
preach a do@trine called that of the Unz- 
verfalifs. He pretends that Jefus Chrift 
having redeemed all men, no man can be 
damned; for were it otherwife, his miflion 
would be ufelefs, at leaft in a great mea- 
fure.. If this opinion be not novel, it is 
certainly very commodious;. but. it forms 
rather a fubjeCt of converfation, and even 
of pleafantry, than matter of difpute. | 
_ When I was at Portfmouth the necefa- 
ries of life were very dear, owing to the 
great drought of the preceding fummer. 
Corn cofts two dollars a bufhel, (of fixty 
pounds weight) oats almoft. as much, and 
Indian corn was extremely. fearce. I fhall 
hardly be ‘believed when I’ fay, that I paid 
eight livres ten fols (about feven fhillings 
and three-pence) a day for each horfe. 
Butcher’s 
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Butcher’s meat only was cheap, felling at 
two-pence halfpenny a pound. That part 
of New Hampfhire bordering on the coaft 
is not fertile; there are good lands at forty 
or fifty miles diftance from the fea, but the 
expence of carriage greatly augments the 
price of articles, when fold in the more 
inhabited parts. As for the value of land- — 
ed property it is dear enough for fo newa 
country. Mr. Rufpert, my landlord, paid 
feventy pounds currency per annum, (at 
eighteen livres, or fifteen fhillings the 
pound) for his inn. Lands fell at from 
ten to fixteen dollars an acre. ‘The coun- 
try produces little fruit, and the cyder is. 
indifferent, 

The road from Paso th to Newbury 
pañles through a barren country. Hamp- 
ton is the only townfhip you meet with, 
and there are not fuch handfome houfes 
there as at Greenland. As we had only 
twenty miles to go, I was unwilling to ftop, 
and defired the Vicomte de Vaudreuil only, 
to go on a little before us te dinner, Ir 
was two o'clock when we reached Merimack 
ferry, and from the fhore we faw the open 
| ing 
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ngs of the harbour,. the channel of which 
pafies near the northern extremity of P/umb 
Jfland, on which is a finall fort, with a 
few cannon and mortars. Its fituation ap- 
pears to me well chofen, at leaft as far as 
I was capable of judging from a diftance. 
At the entrance of the harbour is a bar, on 
which there are only eightcen feet water in 
the higheft tides, fo that although it bea 


very commercial place, it has always been 


refpected by the Englifh.  Several frigates : 


have been built here ; amongft others, the 
Charles-Town, and the A/liance *. The har- 
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# The privateers which fo greatly molefted the 


Britifh trade were chiefly from the ports of New- 
bury, Beverley, and Salem, in which places large 
fortunes were made by this means: and fuch muit 
ever be the cafe in any future war, from the pecu- 
liarity of their pofition, whence they may run out 
at any feafon of the year, and commit depreda- 
‘tions on any of the maritime powers to which Ame- 
| rica is hoftile,. with little fear of retalation. New- 
foundland, Nova. Scotia, the Gulphs of St. Law- 


rence, and of Florida, and the whole trade of the 


Weft-Indian Archipelago, are in .a manner at their 


doors. However Great Britain may affect to defpife | 


America, {he is perhaps, even in her prefent infant 
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bour is extenfive, and well fheltered, A: 
ter DATE the mye in little flat boats, which 


hefd 


\ 


fiate, from various circumftances, the moft formid-, 
able enemy fhe can. have. to cope with, in cafe of a 
rupture; for, as, nations ought collectively. to be 
difpatiionate, though individuals are not, it behoves 
her to refle&t, where, and in what manner fhe can 
return the blow. Mr. Yeffer fon, the prefent Minifter 
of the United States at Verfailles, amongit other 
excellent obfervations on this fubjeët has the follow - 
ing, which I extra& with pleafure from his Notes on 
Virginia, a mot interelting work, with which I have 
juft privately béen favoured.  # The feais the field 
on which we fhould meet an European enemy, 
‘* on that element it is neceflary we fhould poffefs 
 fome power. To aim at fuch a navy as the 
‘ greater nations of Europe poffefs would be a 
‘¢ foolifh and wicked wafte of the energies of our 
“ countrymen. It would be to -pull on our heads 
that load of military expence which. makes the 
* European labourer go fupperlefs to bed, and moi- 
*¢ ftens his bread with the fweat of his brow: It 
will be enough if we enable ourfelves to prevent 
infult from thofe nations of Europe. which are 
*¢¢ weak on the fea, becaufe circum/fances exift which 
render ‘even the fironger ones weak as to Use. Pr ‘ovi- 
“© dence bas placed their richeft and mof? defencelefs pof- 
veh fe effions at our door ; bas obliged their mof? precious 
6° commerce .to~ pass as it were. in review, before us. 
“* To protect this, or to affail us, a /mall part 
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held only five horfes each, we went to Mr. 
Davenport’s inn, where we found a good 
4 ok 2 dinner, 


“only of their naval force will ever be rifqued 
** acrofs the Atlantic. The dangers to which the 
” elements expofe them here are too well known, 
and the greater danger to which they would be 
expofed at home, were any general calamity to 
‘ involve their whole fleet. They can attack us 
by detachment only ; and it will fuffice to make our 
“ felves equal to what they may detach. Even a 
“ fmaller force than they may detach will be ren- 
‘€ dered equal or fuperior by the quickne/s with which 
‘* any check may be repaired with us, while loffes with 
‘s them will be irreparable till too late. “A fmall 
‘* naval force then is neceflary for us, and a fmall 
“'aneus neceflary. What this fhould be I will not 
‘ undertake to fay. I will only fay it thould by no 
means be fo great as we are able to make it. Sup- 
‘ pofing the million of dellare, or £300,000 fterl. 
which Virginia would annually {pare without dif- 

‘* trefs, be applied to the creating a navy. <A fingle 
year’ s contribution would build, equip, man, and 
« fend to fea a force which fhould carry 300 guns. 
«© The reft of the confederacy exerting themfelves 
in the fame proportion would equip 1560 guns 
more. So that one year’s contribution would fet 
“ up a navy of 1800 guns. The Britith fhips of the 
“line average a, guns ; “their frigates. 38. 1800 


€ 


“ guns then would form a fleet of 30 fhips, 18 


€¢ 
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dinner ready.‘ I had letters from Mr. 
Wentworth to Mr. Yobn Tracy, the mott - 
confiderable merchant in the place; but, be- 
fore 1 had time to fend them, he had heard 
of my arrival, and, as I was rifing from ta- ' 
ble, entered the room, and very politely in- 
vited me to pafs the evening with him. Ee, 
| was accompanied by a Colonel, whofe name> 
is tco difficult for me to write, : having 
never been able to catch, the mannér of 
pronouncing it; but it was fomething like 
Wig fleps. This Colonel remained with me 
till Mr. Tracy finifhed his bufinefs, when 
he came with two handfome carriages, well 
equipped, and conduéted me and my Aide, 
de Camp to his country-houfe. This houfe 
ftands a mile from the town, in a very 
beautiful fituation ; but of this I could my- 
felf 


of which ‘haut be of the line, and.a 12 frigates. 
_* Allowing eight men, the Britith average, for every 
‘* gun, their annual expence, including fubfiftence, 
‘ cloathing, pay, and ordinary repairs, would be. 
‘6 about 1280 dollars for every gun, or 2,304,000 
“ dollars for the whole. I ftate this only as one 
‘6 year’s poff ible exertion, without deciding whe- 
% ther more or lefs than a year’s exertion fhould 
#6 be thus applied.” ‘ TRANSLATOR. 
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felf form no judgment, as it was already 
night. I went however, by moonlight, to 
fee the garden, which is compofed of dif- 
ferent terraces.’ There is likewife a hot- 
houfe and a number of young trees. The 
houfe is very handfome and well finifhed, 
and every thing breathes that air of mag- 
nificence accompanied. with fimplicity, — 
which is only to be found amongft mer- 
chants. The evening pafled rapidly by the 
aid of agreeable converfation and a few 
glaffes of punch. The ladies we found af- 
{embled were Mrs. Tracy, her two fifters, 
and their coufin, Mits Lee. Mrs. Tracy 
bas an agreeable and a fenfible countenance, 
and her manners. correfpond with her ap- 
pearance. At ten o'clock an excellent fup- 
per was ferved, we drank good wine, Mifs 
Lee fung, and prevailed on Meflicurs de 
Vaudreuil and Taleyrand to fing alfo: to- 
wards midnight the, ladies withdrew, but 
we continued drinking Madeira and Xery. 
Mr. Tracy, according to the cuftom of the 
country, offered us pipes, which were ac- 
cepted. by M. de Taleytand, and M. de Man- 
: ED the confequence of which was 
ERS) that 
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that they became intoxicated; and were 
led home, wheré they were happy to get 
to bed. Asto myfelf, I remained per-. 
fe&ly cool, and continued to: converfe on 
trade and politics with Mr. ‘Tracy, who in- 
terefted me greatly with an account of all 
the viciflitudes of his fortune fince the be- 
ginning of the war. : At the end of 1777, 
his brother and he had loft one and forty 
fhips, and with regard to himfelf, be had 
not a ray of hope but in a fingle letter of 

marque of eight guns, of which he had re- 
ceived no news. As he was walking one 
day with his brother, and they were rea- 
foning together on the means of fubfitting 
their families (for they were both married) 
they perceived a fail making for the har- 
bour.. He immediately interrupted the 
convérfation, faying to his brother, ‘* Per- 
haps it is a prize for me.” The latter 
Jaughed at. him, but he immediately took 
a boat, went to meet the fhip, and found 
that it was in fat a prize belonging to him, 
worth five-and-twenty thoufand pounds fter= 
ling. Since that period, he has been al- 
‘moftialways fortunate, and he is at pre- 
fent 
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fent thought to: be worth near £120,000 
fterling. » He! has my warmeft withes for 
his profperity for he is a fenfible, polite 
man, and a good patriot. He has always 
aflifted his country in time of need, and 
in 178n lent. five thoufand pounds to the 
State of _Maffachuffets for the cloathing of 
their troops, and that only on the receipt 
of the Treafurer, yet his quota of taxes in 
‘that very yeur amounted to fix thoufand 
pounds. One can hardly conceive how a 
fimple individual car be burthened fo far ; 
but it muft be underftood, that befides the 
duty of 5. percent. on importation, requir- 
ed by Congrefs, the State impofed another 
tax of the dame value on the fale of every 
article; in the nature of an excife, on rum, 
fugar, coffee, &c. Thefe taxes are levied 
with great rigour: a merchant. who re- 
ceives a veffel is obliged to declare the car- 
go, and nothing can: go out of the fhip or 
warchoufe without paying the duty. : The 
confequence .of this reftraint is, that the 
merchants, .in order to obtain free ufe of 
their property, are obliged themfelves to 
turn retailers, and pay the whole duty, 

| _ the 
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the value of which they muft recover from 
thofe to whom they fell. Without this, » 
they could neither draw from their flores 
what is neceflary for their own confump- 
tion, nor the {mall articles, which they are 
in the way of felling, at the frft hand; they 

are confequently DH yet to take out licences, 
like tavern-keepers and retailers, thus fup- 
porting the whole weight of the impoft 
both as merchants and as fhop-keepers. 
Patriot as be is, Mr: Tracy cannot help 
blaming the rigour with which commerce. 
is treated; a rigour arifing from the pre- 
ponderance of the farmers or landhoiders, 
and a!fo from the neceffity which the go- 
vernment is under of finding money where 
it can; for the farmers eafily evade the 
taxes ; cerlificates, recetpts, alleged grievan- 
ces, reduce them:almoft to nothing. Thus 
has a State, yet in its infancy, all the in- 
firmities of age, and taxation attaches it- 
felf to the very fource of wealth, at the 
rifk of drying up its channels. | [This ob- 
fervation appears rather forced, as applied. 


generally, the sided admitting that thefe 
im pofitions 
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— impofitions were the refult of a critical and 
immediate want. Tran/lator.] 

I left Newbury Port, the 13th at ten in 
the morning, and ‘often ftopped before I 
loft fight of this pretty little town, for I 
had great pleafure in enjoying the different 
afpeéts it prefents. It is in general well 
built, and is daily increafing in new build- 
ings. ‘The warehoufes of the merchants, 
which are near their own houfes, ferve by 
way of ornament, and in point of architec- 
ture refemble not a little our large green- 
houfes. You cannot fee the ocean from 
the road to [p/wich ; and the country to the 
eaftward is dry and rocky. Toward the 
weft it is more fertile; but in general the 
land throughout the country, bordering on 
the fea, is not fruitful. At the end of 
twelve miles is Ipfwich, where we ftopped. 
to bait our horfes, and were furprized' to 
find a town between Newbury and Salem, 
at leaft as populous as thefe two feaports, 
though indeed much lefs opulent. But 
mounting an eminence near the tavern, 
I faw that Ipfwich was alfo a fea-port; I 


was told however that the entrance was 
difficult, 
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difficult, and that at fome times of the 
year there were not five feet upon the bar. 
From this eminence you fee Cape Anne,’ 
and the fouth fide of Plumb ifiand, as well 
as apart of the north.’ The bearing of 
the coaft, which trends to the eaftward, 
feems to me badly laid down in the charts; 
this coaft trends more foutherly above Ipf- 
wich, and forms a ‘fort of bay. Ipfwich 
at prefent has but little trade, and its fithery 
is alfo on the decline; but the ground in the 
neighbourhood is:pretty good, and abounds 
in pafturage, fo that the feamen having turn- 
ed farmers, they have been in no want of 
fubfiftence *, which may account likewife 


for 


# The activity 2 anc enterprize of the inhabitants 
of the Eaftern States are unremitted. The feaman 
when on fhore immediately applies himfelf to fome 
handicraft occupation, or to hufbandry, and is al- 
ways ready at a moments warning to accompany 
the captain his neighbour, who i is likewife frequent- 
ly amicchanic, to the fifheries. Weft-India voyages ” 
are the moft perilous expeditions, fo that it is no 
‘uncommon circumftance: to find in a crew of ex-» 
cellent New England mariners, not a fingle feaman, 
fo to. Apeak, by profeffion, Hence arife that zeal, 
fobriety, induftry, Pe and ‘attachment for 
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for the very confiderable population of this: 
place, where you meet with upwards of 
two 


which they are fo juftly celebrated, and which can- 
not fail of giving them, .fooner or later, a decided 
fuperiority at leait in the feas of the New World. 

This education and thefe manners are the opera~ 
tive caufes of that wonderful fpirit of enterprize, 
and perfeverance, fo admirably painted by Mr. Ed- 
mund Burke, in his wife, eloquent, and immortal 
fpeech of March 22, 1775, on his motion for con- 
ciliation with the colonies. ‘‘ Pray, Sir, fays he, 
‘ what in the world is equal to it? Pafs by the 
‘ other parts (of America), and look at the manner 
€ in which the people of New England have of late 
‘* carried on the whale fifhery. Whilft we follow 
‘* them among the tumbling mountains of ice, and 
‘€ behold them penetrating into the deepeft recef- 
“ fes of Hudfon’s Bay, and Davis’s Streights, whilft 
we are looking for them beneath the artic circle, 
we hear that they have pierced into the oppofite 
region of polar cold, that they are at the antipodes, 
and engaged under the frozen ferpent of the 
‘ fouth. Falkland’s Ifland which feemed too re- 
‘ mote and romantic an obje& for the grafp of na- 
** tional ambition, is but a ftage and refting place 
‘* in the progrefs of their vi iorious induftry. Nor 
is the equinoctial heat more difcouraging to them 
‘# than the accumulated winter of both the poles. 

s We know that whilft fome of them draw the 
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two hundred houfes, in about two miles 
fquare. Before you'arrive at Salem, is a 
handfome rifing town called Beverley. 
This is a new efablithment produced by 
_ commerce, on the left fhore of the creek 
which bathes the town of Salem on the 
north fide. One cannot but be aftonifhed 
tofee beautiful houfes, large warehoufes, &c. 
{pringing up in great numbers, at fo fmall 
a diftance from a commercial town, the 
profperity of which is not diminifhed by it*. 
| | The 


¢¢ lime and ftrike the harpoon on the coaft of 
Africa, others run the longitude, and purfue 
‘6 their gigantic game along the coaft of Brazil. 
- No fea but what, is vexed by their fifheries. No 
#6 climate that is not witnefs to their toils. Nei- 
* ther the perfeverance of Holland, nor the activity 
of France, nor the dextrous and firm fagacity of 
“es Englifh enterprize, ever carried this moft peri- 
‘ Jous mode of hardy induftry to the extent to 
hie ‘which it has been ‘pufhed by this recent people ; 

PAPE people who are fill, as it were, butin the griftle, 
dr: and not pete OR CEE à into’ sé be | 


ñ of manhood.”? 
OUST RANSLATOR. 
Ned The town of Beverley ho to flourifh Se 
- towards the conclufion of the’ war by the’extraordi- 
; wary spirit: i! SERA PH and | great f Succes of ‘the 
TUE Le _ Meffieurs 
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The rain overtook us juft as we were paf- 
fing near the lake which is three miles 
from Beverley. We crofled the creek in 
two flat-bottomed boats, containing each, 
fix horfes. It is near a mile wide; and in 
crofling, we could very plainly. diftinguifh: 
the opening of the harbour, and a caftle 
fituated on the extremity of the neck, 
which defends the entrance. : This ‘neck 
is a tongue of land running to the eaftward 
and conneéted with Salem only by a very 
narrow fort of caufeway. .On the other 
fide of the neck, and of the caufeway, is 
the creek that forms the true port of Sa- 
lem, which has no other defence than the 
extreme difficulty of entering without a 
good practical pilot. The view of thefe 
two ports, which are confounded together 

to 


Meflieurs Coblbets, gentlemen of ftrong underftand- 
ings and the moft liberal minds, well adapted. to 
the. moft enlarged commercial underftandings, and 
the bufinefs of government, Two of their priva- 
teers had the good fortune to capture in the Euro- 
pean feas, a few weeks previous to the peace, feveral 
Weft-Indiamen to the value of at leaft £100,000 
fterling, | i= * TRANSLATOR. 
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to the fight; that of the town of Salem, 
which 1s embraced by two creeks, or “rae. 
ther arms of the fea, the fhips and edifices 
which appear intermingled, form a very 
beautiful picture, which I regret not hav- 
ing feen at a better feafon of the year. AS 
I had no letters for any inhabitant of Salem,» 
I alighted at Goodbue's tavern, now kept by 
Mr. Robinfon, which T found very good, 
and was foon ferved with an excellent fup- 
per. In this inn was a fort of club ‘of 
merchants, two or'three of whom came to: 
vifit me; andamongft others, Mr. de /a Fille, 
a merchant of Bourdeaux, who: had been 
eftablifhed five years at Bofton ; he appear- 
ed a fenfible man, and pretty ‘well inform- 
éd refpecting the commerce of the country, 
the language of which he {peaks well *. 
The 14th in the morning, Mr. de la Fille 
called upon me to conduct me to fee the 
| bis 


as * The Tranflator, NUE was The at this time 
at Salem, regretted exceedingly his accidental ab- 
fence on the day the Marquis fpent there, which he 
learnt, to his great mortification, on his return to 
the inn which the Marquis had juft quitted. 
TRANSLATOR. — 
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port and fome of the warehoufes. . I found 
the harbour commodious for commerce, 
as veflels may unload and take in their 
lading at the quays; there were about 
twenty in the port, feveral of which were 
ready to fail, and others which had uit ar- 
rived. Ingeneral, this place has a richand 
animated appearance. At my return to the 
inn I found feveral merchants, who came 
to teftify their regret at not having been 
apprized more early of my arrival, and at 
not having it in their power to do the ho- 
nours of the town, At eleven, I got on 
- horfeback, and taking the road to Bofton, 
was furprifed to fee the town, or fuburb of 
Salem, extending near a mile in length to 
the weftward. On the whole, it is diffi. 
‘cult to conceive the ftate of increafe, and 
the profperity of this country, after fo 
long, and fo calamitous a war... The road 
from Salem to Bolton paffes through an 
arid, and rocky country, always within 
three or four miles of the fea, without ha- 
ving a fgat of i it; at length however, after 
: | ù PAR 
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pafling Lynn +, and Lynn Creek, you get 
a view of it, and find yourfelf in a bay 
formed by Nabant’s Point, and Puliing’s 
Pomt. I got upon the rocks to the right 
of the roads, in order to embrace more of 
the country, and form a better judgment. 
I could diftinguifh not only the whole bay 
but feveral of the iflands in Bofton road, 
and part of the peninfula of Nantucket, near 
which I difcovered the mafts of our {hips 
of war.. From hence to Winifimmet ferry, 
you travel over difagreeable roads, fometimes 
at the foot of rocks, at others azrofs falt 
marfhes. It is juft eighteen miles from 
Salem to the ferry, where we embarked in 
a large cow, containing twenty horfes ; and 
the wind, which was rather contrary, be- 
coming more fo, we made feven tacks, and 
were near an hour in paffing. The land- 
ing is to the northward of the port, and 
to the eaft of Charles-Town ferry. Altho’ 

I knew 


+ Lynn is a very populous little place, and is 
} celebrated for the manufacture of women’s fhoes, 
which they fend to all parts of the continent. The 
town is almoft wholly inhabited by fhoe-makers. © 
TRANSLATOR. 
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I knew that Mr. Dumas had prepared me 
a lodging. I found it more convenient to 
alightat Mr. Brackett’s, the Cromwell’s head, 
where I dined *. After dinner I went to 
the lodgings prepared for me at Mr. Col- 
fon’s, a glover in the main ftreet. As I 
was dreffing to wait on the Marquis de 
Vaudreuil, he called upon me, and after 
‘permitting me to finifh the bufinefs of the 
toilet, we went together to Dr. Coo- 
per’s, and thence to the affociation ball, 
where I was received by my old acquain- 
tance Mr. Brick, who was one of the ma- 
nagers. Here I remained till ten o'clock; 
the Marquis de Vaudreuil arene g: the ball 


- * This is a moft ell inn, and Mr. Brackett 
a fhrewd and active friend to the true principles of 
the revolution. His fign of Cromwell's bead gavé 
great umbrage to the Britifh under General Gage, 
who would not fufferit to remain. This circum- 
ftance alone could have induced Mr. Brackett to re- 
ftore it after they were expelled the town, as reflec- 
tion might have convinced him, that in the actual 
pofition of America, there was much more to be ap= 
prehended from a Cromyell than a Charles. Re 
T RANSLATOR: 
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with Mrs. Temple“. M. de l’Aiguille the 

elder, and Mr. Trucguet danced alfo, each 
of 


* The reader will obferve that the author in fpeak£ 
ing of this lady, of Mr. Bowdoin, her father, and 
the reft of the family, difdains to mention her huf- 
band, Mr. Yobn Temple, {o celebrated for political 
duplicity on both fides of the water. This gentle- 
man was, however, at this very time at Bofton, 
abufing Gov. Hancock, Dr. Cooper, and the moft 
tried friends to America, in the public prints, and 
endeavouring to fow diffentions amongit . the 
people. Every newfpaper into which he could 
obtain admiffion, was ftuffed with difgufting enco- 
miums on Mr. ohn Temple, whom Mr John Tem- 
ple himfelf held forth as the paragon of American 
patriotifm, as the moft active and inveterate enemy 
to England, and a victim to Britifh vengeance, 
which he endeavoured to prove by inftances taken 
from the Englifh prints, of his treachery to England, 
and by boafting of his dexterity in outwitting the 
Miniftry of that country. Yet no fooner did peace 
take place, than to the aftonifhment of every fenfible 
and honeft man in Europe and America, this very 
perfon, equally detefted by, and obnoxious to, both 
countries, was difpatched as the fole reprefentative of 
. England to that country, of which he is alfoa fworn 
citizen, and whofe father-in-law is the prefent Go- 
vernor of Maflachuflets. It is impoffible to add to 
the folly and infamy of fuch a nomination. The 
choice of an Ambaflador to Congrefs would have 

fallen 
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of them a minuet, and did honour to the 
French nation, by their noble and eafy man- 
ner; but Iam forty to fay, that the con- 
_traft was confiderable between them and the 
Americans, who are in general very auk= 
ward, particularly in the minuet. The 
prettieft women dancers were Mrs. Farvis, 
her fifter, Mifs Betfy Broom, and Mrs. 
Whitmore. The ladies were all well dreffed, 
but with lefs elegance and refinement than 


at Philadelphia. The aflembly room is 
| ts ag _fuperb, 


fallen with more propriety on 4rnold. His was a bold 
and fingle at of treachery ; the whole political life 
of Mr. Temple has been one continued violation of 
good faith. For further particulars of this gentle- 
man’s conduct, /é the Political Magazine for 1780, 
p.601, and 740, but volumes might be written on 
this fubje&. The Tranflator is forry to add, that 
whilft he lives and flourifhes, the virtuous, the ami- 
able Dr. Cooper is in his grave, and Mr. Hancock, 
that illuftrious citizen, he fears, not far removed 
from it. TRANSLATOR. 

* The Tranflator was prefent at this affembly at 
Bofton, which was truly elegant, where he faw Mr. J. 
Temple ftanding behind the croud, eyeing, like Mil- | 
ton’s Devil, the perfect harmony and good humour 
fubfifting between the French officers and the inha- 


“bitants, notas a Anant ta Britain, for that would | 
have 
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fuperb, in a good ftyle of architecture, well 
decorated, and well lighted; it is admirably 
well calculated for the coup d'oeil, and there 
is good order, and every neceffary refrefh- 
ment. This aflembly is much fuperior to 
that of the City Tavern at Philadelphia. 
The 15th, in the morning, M. de Vau- 
dreuil, and M, Île Tombes, the French 
Conful, called on me the moment I was 
going out to vifit them. After fome con- 
verfation, we went firft to wait on Governor . 
Hancock*, who was ill of the gout, and 
unable to receive us; thence we went 
À to 


have been pardonable, but to difcord, for he was at 
, this very inftant boafting of his inveteracy to Bri-’ 
tain» TRANSLATOR. 

* T had feen Mr. Hancock eighteen months be- 
fore, on my former journey to Bofton, and had a 
long converfation with him, in which I eafily dif- 
covered that energy of character which had enabled 
him to aët fo diftinguifhed a part in the prefent revo- 
lution. He formerly poffeffed a large fortune, which 
he has almoft entirely facrificed in the defence of his 
country, ‘and which contributed not a little to main- 
‘tain its credit. ‘Though yet a young man, for he is 
not yet fifty, he is unfortunately very fubje& to the 
gout, andis fometimes, for whole months, unable 
to ec company. | 


~ 
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to Mr. Bowdoin’s, Mr. Brick’s; and Mr. 
Cufbing’s, the Deputy Governor. I dined 
with the Marquis de Vaudreuil, and after 
dinner drank tea at Mr. Bowdoin’s, who 
_ engaged us to fupper, only allowing M. de 

_ Vaudreuil and myfelf half an hour to pay a 
vifit' to Mrs. Cufhing. The evening was 
fpent agreeably, in a company of about 
twenty perfons, among whom was Mrs. 
Whitmore, and young Mrs. Bowdoin, who 
was a new acquaintance for me, not hav- 
ing feen her at Bofton when I was there the 
preceding year. She has a mild and agrec- 
able countenance, and a character corre- 
{ponding with her appearance. 

The next morning I went with the Mar- 
‘quis de Vaudreuil to pay fome other 
vifits, and dined with Mr. Brick, where 
were upwardsof thirty perfoas, and amongit 
others’ Mrs. Tudor, Mrs. Morton, Mrs. 
Swan, &c. ‘The two! former underftood 
French; Mrs. Tudor in particular knows 
it perfectly, and {peaks it tolerably well. I 
was very intimate with her during my ftay 
at Bofton, and found her pofiefled, not only 
of underftanding, but of grace and deli- 

io 3 cacy, 
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cacy, in her mind and manners. After 
dinner, tea was ferved, which being over, 
Mr. Brick in fome fort infifted, but very 
po litely, on our ftaying fupper. This fup- 
per was on table exactly four hours after 
we rofe from dinner; it may be imagined 
therefore that we did not eat much, but 
the Americans paid fome little compliments 
toit; for, in general, they eat lefs than we 
do, at their repafts, but as often as you 
choofe, which is in my opinion a very bad 
method. Their aliments behave with their 
ftomachs, as we do in France on paying 
vifits; they never depart, until they fee 
others enter, In other refpects we pafled 
the day very agreeably. Mr. Brick is an 
amiable man, and does the honours of his — 
table extremely well ; and there reigned in 
this fociety a fon of cafe and freedom, which 
is pretty general at Bofion, and cannot fail | 

of being pleafing to the French. 
The day following] waited at home forM. 
deVaudreuil, who called on me tocondu& me 
‘todinner on board the Souverain. This fhip, 
as well asthe Hercule, was at anchor about 
a mile from the port. The officer who 
| | com- 
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commanded her, gave us a great and ex- 
cellent dinner, the honours of which he 
did, both to the French and Americans, 
with that noble and benevolent fpirit which 
characterizes him. Among the latter was 
a young man of eighteen, of the name of 
Barrel, who had been two months on board, 
that by living continually with the French, 
he might accuftom himfelf to fpeak their 
language, which cannot fail of being one 
day ufeful to him*. For this is far from 
being a common qualification in America, 
nor can it be conceived to what a degree it 
has hitherto been negleéted; the importance 
of it however begins to be felt, nor can it | 
be too much encouraged for the benefit of 
both nations. It is faid, and certainly with 
great truth, that not only individuals, but 
even nations, only quarrel for want of a 
proper underftanding ; but it may be af- 

| at, firmed 


* This is a very amiable young gentleman, and 
his father a great connoifleur in prints and paintings. 
He was happy to have the opportunity of purchafing 
a compleat collection of Hogarth’s prints from the 
_ Tranflator, then on his return to Europe. 

; | ‘TRANSLATOR, . 
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firmed in a more direct and pofitive fenfe, 
that mankind in general are not difpofed to 
love thofe to whom they cannot eafily com- 
municate their ideas, and impreffions. Net 
only does their vivacity fuffer, and their 
impatience become inflamed, but felf-love 
is offended as often as they fpeak without 
being underftood ; inftead of which, a man 
experiences a real fatisfaction in enjoying an 
advantage not poflefled by others, and of 
which he is authorized conftantly to avail 
himfelf. I have remarked during my refi- 
dence in America, that thofe amongft our 
officers, who fpoke Englifh, were much 
more difpofed to like the inhabitants of the 
country, than the others who were not 
able to familiarize themfelves with the 
language. Such is in fact the procedure of 
the human mind, to impute to others the 
contrarieties we ourfelves experience ; and 
fuch, poflibly, is the true origin of that 
difpofition we call humeur, which muft be 
confidered as a difcontent of which we can- 
not complain; an interior diflatisfation, 
which torments us, without giving us the 
right | of attributing the caufe of it to.any 
other 
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other perfon. Humeur, or peevifonefs, feems 

to be to anger, what melancholy is to 

grief; both one and the other are of longer 

duration, becaufe they have no fixed object, 

and do not carry, fo to fpeak, their comple- 

ment with them; fo that never attaining 

that excefs, that maximum of fenfibility, 

which brings on that repofe, or change of 

fituation which nature wills, they can nei- 

ther be completely gratified, nor exhale 

themfelves entirely. As for the Americans, 

they teftified more furprize than peevifh- 

nefs, at meeting with a foreigner who 

did not underftand Englifh. But if they 

are indebted for this opinion to a prejudice 

of education, a fort of national pride, that 

pride fuffered not a little from the reflection, | 

which frequently occurred, of the language 

of the country being that of their op- 

preflors. Accordingly they avoided thefe 
expreflions, you /peak Engh/h; you under- 

fiand .Englifh well; and I have often heard 
(them fay—you fheak American well; the 
American is not dificult to learn. Nay, they 

have carried it even fo far, as ferioufly. to. 

propofe introducing a new language; and 

fome 
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fome perfons were defirous, for the. conve- 
nience of the public, that the Hebrew fhould 
be fubftituted for the Englifh. The pro- 
pofal was, that it fhould be taught in the 
fchools, and made ufe of in all public aéts. 
We may imagine that this project went no 
farther; but we may conclude from the . 
mere fuggeftion, that the Americans could 
not exprefs in a more ‘energetic manner, 
their averfion for the Englith. | 

This digreffion has led me far from the 
Souverain, where I would return, how- 
ever, with plealure, were it not to take 
leave of the Commandeur de Glanderes, 
and to experience a thick fog, which 
compelled me to renounce an excurfion 
I propofed making in the harbour, and 
to get back to Bofton as faft as poflible, 
without vifiting Ca/tle Iland, and Fort Wil- 
jiam. On landing, the Marquis de Vau- 
dreuil and I went to drink tea at Mr. 
Cufhing’s, who is Lieutenant Governor 
of the State; whence.we went to Mr. 
Tudor’s, and {pent a very. agreeable even- 
ing. M. de Parois, nephew of M. de Vau-' 
dreuil, had brought his harp, which he. 


accom- 
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accompanied with great tafte and {kill ; this 
was the firft time, however, for three years, 
that I had heard truly vocal and national 
mufic : It was the firft time that my ear had 
been ftruck with thofe airs, and thofe words, 
which reminded me of the pleafures, and 
agreeable fentiments, which employed the 
beft æra of my life. I thought myfelf in 
Heaven, or which is the fame thing, I 
thought myfelf returned to my country, 
and once more furrounded by the objects of 
Le affection. 

On the 17th, I breakfafted with feel 
artillery ‘officers, who had arrived with 
their troop; that corps having greatly 
preceded the reft of the infantry, in order 
to have time to embark their cannon, and 
other flores. At eleven I mounted my horfe, 
and went to Cambridge, to pay a vifit to 
Mr. Willard, the Prefident of that Univer- 
fity,. My route, though fhort, it being 
fcarce two leagues from Bofton to Cam- 
bridge, required me to travel both by fea. 
and land, and to pafs through a field of 
battle, and an intrenched camp. It has 
been long faid that the route to Parnaflus is 
difficult, but the obftacles we have there to 

encounters 
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encounter, are rarely of the fame nature 
with thofe which were in my way. A view 
of the chart of the road, and town of Bofton, 
will explain this better than the moft ela- 
borate cefcription. The reader will fee 
that this town, one of the moft ancient in 
America, and which contains from twenty 
to five and twenty thoufand inhabitants, is 
built upon a peninfula in the bottom of a 
large bay, the entrance of which is diffi- 
cult, and in which lie difperfed a number 
of iflands, that ferve (till further for its de- 
fence ; it is only acceffible one way on the 
land fide, by a long neck or tongue of land, 
furrounded by the fea on each fide, form- 
ing a fort of caufeway. To the Northward 
_ of the town is another peninfula, which 
adheres to the oppofite fhore by avery fhort 
rock, and on this peninfula is an eminence 
called Bunker’ s-bill, at the foot of which 
are the remains of the little town of Charles- 
town. Cambridge is fituated to the North- 
weft, about two miles from Bofton, but to 
go there in a right line, you muft crofs a 
“pretty confiderable arm of the fea, in which 
are Seer es, fhoals, and, upon the coatt, 
morales 
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moraffes difficult to pafs, fo that the only 
communication between the whole’ nor- 
thern part of the Continent, and the town 
of Bofton, is by the ferry of Charlefown, 
or that of Winifimet. The road to Cam- 
bridge lies through the field of battle of 
Bunker’s-hill. After an attentive exami- 
nation of that poft, I could find nothing 
formidable in it* ; for the Americans had 
fcarcely time to form a breaftwork, that is, 
a flight retrenchment without a ditch, 
which fhelters the men from mufquet thot, 
as high as the breaft. Their obftinate re- 
fiftance therefore, and the prodigious lofs 
fuftained by.the Englifh on this occafion, 
. muft be attributed folely to their valour. 
The Britifh troops were repulfed on all 
fides, and put in fuch diforder, that Gen. 
Howe is faid to have been at one time left 
fingle in the field of battle, until General 
Clinton arrived with a reinforcement, and 
turned the left of the ea pofition, 


which 


_ * Bunker’s-hill is an eminence neither more fteep, 

nor more difficult of accefs than Primrofe hill near 

Hampeeals in the neighbourhood of London. 
‘TRANSLATOR. 
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which was weaker and more acceffible on 
that fide. It was then that Gen. Warren, who 
was formerly a phyfician, fell, and the Ame- 
ricans quitted the field, lefs perhaps from 
the fuperiority of the enemy, than from 


: knowing that they had another pofition as 


good, behind the neck which leads to 
Cambridge; for, in fact, that of Bunker’s- 
hill was ufeful only in as much as it com- 
manded Charleftown ferry*, and allowed 
them to raife batteries againft the town of 
Bofton. But was it neceflary to expofe 
themfelves to the deftruétion of their own 
houfes, and the flaughter of their fellow 
citizens, only that they might harrafs the 
Englifhin an afylum which fooner or later 
they muft abandon? Befides that, the Ame- 
ricans could only occupy the heichts of 
Bunker’s-hill, the floops and frigates of the 
sips pene them in flank the inftant they 

:  defcended À 


À bridge of 1503 feet in length, and 42 ot 


breadth, is juft compleated (in 1786) between Bofton _. 
and Charleftown, well lighted at night with 40 lamps. 


This important work was executed by fubfcription. 
The greateft depth of the water is 46 feet nine inches, 
and. the leaft is 14 feet. TRANSLATOR. 
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defcended from them. Such, however, 
was the effect of this memorable battle, in 
every refpett honourable for our allies, that 
it is impoffible to calculate the confequences 
of a complete vi&ory*. The Englifh, who 
had upwards of eleven hundred men killed 
and wounded, in which number were 
feventy officers, might poflibly have loft as 
many more in their retreat; for they were 
under the neceflity of embarking to return 
to Bofton, which would have been almoft 
impracticable, without the protection of 
their fhipping; the little army of Bofton 
would in that cafe have been almoft totally 
deftroyed, and the town muft of courfe. 
have been evacuated. But what would have 
been the refult of this? Independence was 
not then declared, and the road to negociation 
was ftill open ; ; an accommodation might 
have taken place between the Mother Coun- 
try and her Colonies, and animofties might 

have 


Le 


* This attack on Bunker’s-hill took place in the 
time of the hay harveft, and much execution was 


done amongtt the Britith by fome field-pieces, and 


muiquetry concbaled behind the cocks of hay. 
TRANSLATOR, 


aye TRAVELS IN. 

have fubfided. ‘The feparation not have been 
compleated, England would not have ex- 
pended one hundred millions ; fhe would 
have preferved Minorca and the Floridas ; 
nor would the balance of Europe, and the 
liberty of the feas have been reftored. For 
it muft in general be admitted, that England 
_ alone has reafon to complain of the manner 


in which the fate of arms has iain Hit | 


long quarrel, 
A Rescealy have you niaffed the neck which 
joins the peninfula to the Continent, and 
which is hemmed in on one fide by the 
mouth of the Myfick, and on the other by 
a bay called Milt Pond, than you fee the 
ground rifing before you, and you diftin- 
guifh on feveral eminences the principal 
forts which defended the entrenched camp 
of Cambridge. The left of this camp was 
bounded by the river, and the right ex- | 
* tended towards the fea, covering this town 
which lay in the rear. Iexamined feveral 
of thefe forts, particularly that of Profpeët- 
Sil], All thefe entrenchments feemed to 
mé.to be executed with intelligence; nor 
was I ames that the En slith refpeéted 
* them 
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them the whole winter of 1776. The 
American troops, who guarded this poft, — 
pafled the winter at their eafe, in good 

barracks, well flanked, and well covered ; 


_. they had at that time abundance of provi« 


fions, whilft the Englith, notwithftanding 
their communication with the fea, were in 
want of various effential articles, particularly 
fire-wood and frefh meat. Their govern- 
ment, not expecting to find the Americans 
fo bold and obftinate, provided too late for 
the fupply of the little army at Bofton. 
This negligence, however, they endeavoured 
to repair, and fpared nothing for that pur- 
_pofe, by freighting a great number of 
veflels, in which they crowded a vaft num- 
ber of fheep, oxen, hogs, and poultry of 
every kind; but thefe fhips, failing at a bad 
feafon of the year, met with gales of wind 
in going out of port, and were obliged to 
throw the greateft part of their cargoes into 
the fea, infomuch that, it is faid, the coaft 
of Ireland, and the adjoining ocean, were 
for fome time covered with herds, which, 

unlike thofe of Proteus, were neither able 


to live amidft the waves, nor gain the fhore. 
“Vot. Il. "à The 
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The Americans, on the contrary, who had 
the whole continent at their difpofal, and 
had neither exhaufled their refources, nor 
their credit, lived happy and tranquil in 
their barracks, awaiting the fuccours pro- 
mifed them in the fpring. Thefe fuccours 
were offered and furnifhed with much gene- 
rofity by the Southern Provinces 5 provinces, 
with which, under the Englifh Govern- 
ment, they had no connexion whatever, 
and which were more foreign to them than 
the mother country. It was already a great 
mark of confidence, therefore, on the part 
of the New Englanders, to count upon that 
aid which was offered by generofity alone :* 
but who could forefee that acitizen cf Vir- 
ginia, who, for the firft time, vifited thefe 
northern countries, not only fhould become 
their liberator, but fhould even know how 
to erect trophies, to ferve as a bafe to the 
| great 


__# Surely good policy had fome fhare in the ala- 
crity of thefe proffered fuccours, nor doës this fup- 
pofition, whilft it does credit to the difcernment, 
derogate from the generofity of the Virginians.—— 
Tua res agitur, paries cum proximus ardet ! 

| TRANSLATOR. 
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great edifice of Liberty ? Who could forefee 
thatthe enterprize, which failed at Bunker’s- 
hill, at the price even of the blood of the 
brave Warren, and that of a thoufand 
Englith facrificed to his valour, attempted 
on another fide and conducted by General 

Wathington, fhould be the work only of 
one night, the effe& of a fimple manœuvre, 
of a fingle combination ? Who could fore- 
fee, in fhort, that the Englifh would be 
compelled to evacuate Bofton, and to aban- 
don their whole artillery and all their am- 
munition, without cofting the life of a fin- 
gle foldier ? 

To attain this important objee, it was 
only neceflary to occupy the heights of 
Dorchefer, which formed another penin- 
fula, the extremity of which is within can- 
non fhot of Bofton, and ina great meafure 
commands the port: but it required the 
eye of General Wafhington to appreciate the 
importance of this poft; it required his 
activity and ‘refolution to undertake to fteal 
a march upon the Engtith, who firrounded — 
it with their fhipping, and who could 
tranfport troops thither with the greateft 

oil} ate facility. 
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facility. But it required fill more: no- 
thing fhort of the power, or rather the 
great credit he had already acquired. in the 
army, and the difcipline he had eftablithed, 
were requifite to effect a general movement 
of the troops encamped at Cambridge and 
at Roxbury, and carry his plan into execu- 
tion, in one night, with fuch celerity and 
filence, as that the Englith fhould only 
be apprized of it, on feeing, at the 
break of day, entrenchments already 
thrown up, and batteries ready to open upon 
them. Indeed he had carried his precau- 
tions fo far, as to order the whips to. be 
_ taken from the waggoners, left their im- 
patience, and the difficulty of the roads 
might induce them to make ufe of them, 
and occafion an alarm. It is not eafy to 
add to the aftonifhment naturally excited 
by the principal, and above all, by the.early 
events of this memorable war ; but I muft 
mention, that whilft General Wafhington 
was blockading the Englifh in Bofton, his 
“army was in fuch want of powder as not 
to have three rounds a man; and that if a 
RER had not chanced to run on 
| fhore 
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fhore in the road, containing fome tons of 
powder, which fell into the hands of the 
Americans, it would have been impoffible 
to attempt the affair of Dorchefter; as with- 
out it, they had not wherewithal to ferve 
the batteries propofed to be ere€ted. 

I apprehend that nobody will be difpleaf: 
ed at this digreflion; but fhould it be 
otherwife, I muft obferve, that in a very 
fhort excurfion I had made to Boftcn, 
eighteen months before, having vilited all 
the retrenchments at Roxbury and Dorchef- 
tér, I thought it unneceflary to return thie 
ther, and I was the lef difpofed to it from 
the rigour of the feafon, and the fhort time 
I had to remain at Bofton. But how is it 
poilible to enter into a few details of this 
fo juftly celebrated town, without recalling 
the principal events which have given it re- 
nown? But how, above all, refitt the plea- 
fure of retracing every thing which may 
contribute to the glory of the Americans, 
and the reputation of the illuftrious Chief ? 
Nor is this ftraying from the temple of 
the Mufes, to confider objects which 
ù mutt long continue to conftitute their 
A3 themes 
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theme. Cambridge is an afylum worthy 
of them ; it is a little town inhabited only 
by ftudents, profeflors, and the fmall-num- 
ber of fervants and workmen whom they 
employ. The building deftined for the 
univerfity is noble and commanding, though 


it be not yet compleated ; it already con- 


tains three handfome halls for the claffes, 
a cabinet of natural philofophy, and.inftru- 
ments of every kind, as well for aftronomy, 


as for the fciences dependant on mathema- 


tics ; a yaft gallery, in which the library is 
placed, and a chapel correfponding . with 
the grandeur. and magnificence of the other 
parts of the edifice. The library, which is 
already numerous, and which contains 
handfome editions of the beft authors, and 
well bound books, owes its richnefs to the 
zeal of feveral citizens, who, fhortly be- 
fore the war, formed a fubfcription, by 
means of which they began to fend for 
books from England. But as their fund 
was very moderate, they availed themfelves 
of their connexions with the mother coun- 
try, and, above all, of that generofity 
which the Englith invariably difplay when- 

ever 
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ever the object is, to propagate ufeful. 
knowledge in any part of the world. Thefe 
zealous citizens not only wrote to England, 
but made feveral voyages thither in fearch. 
of afliftance, which they readily obtained. 
One individual alone, made them a prefent 
to the amount of {500 fterling ; I with I 
could recolleét his name, but it is eafy to 
difcover it *. It is infcribed in letters of 
gold over the compartment containing the 
books which he beftowed, and which form 
a particular library. For itis the rule, that: 


each 


_* The Tranflator is happy in being able to fup- 
ply this deficiency, by recording the refpeëted name 
of the late Tuomas Houtis, Efq; a truly eminent 
citizen of England, who, inevery act’ of his public 
and private life, did honour to his illuftrious name, 
to his country, and to human nature. One of his 
anceftors too, of the fame name, founded, in this 
fame college, a profefforfhip for the mathematics and 
‘natural philofophy, and ten fcholarfhips for ftudents 
in thefe and other {ciences, with other benefa€tions, 
to the amount of little lefs than £5000 fterling. 
Public virtue, and private accomplifhments feem to 
be hereditary in this family; Mr. Thomas Brand 
Hollis, the inheritor of this fortune, purfuing the 
sb hae of his excellent predecefiors—paffibus æquis 

RATER 
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each donation to the univerfity fhall re- 
main as it was received, and occupy a place 
apart; a practice better adapted to encour- 
age the generofity of benefactors, and to 
exprefs gratitude, than to facilitate the li- 
brarians Jabour, or that of the ftudents. 
it is probable therefore, that, as. the col- 
lection is augmenting daily, a more com- 
modious arrangement will be adopted. 
The profeflors of the univerfity live in 
their own houfes, and the ftudents board 
in the town for, a moderate price, Mr. 
Willard, who was juit eleéted Prefident, 
is alfo a member of the academy of 
Bofton, to which he ats à Secretary 
of the foreign correfpondence. © We had 
already had. fome intercourfe with each 
other, ‘but it. pleafed me to have the 
Opportunity of forming a more particular 
acquaintance with him; he unites to great 
underftanding, and literature, a knowledge 
of the abftruie. iciences, and particularly: 
aftronomy. I muft here repeat, what I 
have obferved elfewhere, that in compar- 
ing our univerfities and. our ftudies in ge= 


neral, with. thofe of the Americans, it 
would 
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would not be our. intereft to call for a de~ 
cifion of the queftion, which of the two 
nations fhould be confidered as an infant. 
people. 

The fhort time I remained at Cambridge 
allowed me to fee only two of the pro- 
feflors, and as many ftudents, whom I 
either met with, or who came to vifit me 
at Mr. Willard’s. I was expected to dine 
with our Conful, Mr. de Letombes, and I 
was obliged to hurry, for they dine earlier. 
at Bofton than at Philadelphia. I found 
upwards of twenty perfons affembled, as 
well French. officers, as American gentle- 


men, in the number of whom was Doëor 


Cooper, a man juftly celebrated, and not 
lefs diftinguithed by the graces of his mind, 
and the amiablenefs of his character, than 
by his uncommon eloquence, . and patriotic 
zeal. He has always lived in the ftricteft 
intimacy with Mr. Hancock, and has been 
ufeful to him on more than one occafion. 
Amongft the Americans attached by poli- 
tical intereft to France, no one has difplay= 
ed amore marked attention to the F rench, 
nor has any man received from Nature a 

 charaëer 
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character more analogous to their own. But: 
it was in the fermon he delivered, at the 
folemn inauguration’ of the new conftitu- 
tion of Maflachuffets, that he feemed to 
pour forth his whole foul, and develop at 
once all the refources of his genius, 
and every fentiment of his heart. The 
French nation, and the monarch who go- 
verns it, are there chara&erized and cele- 
brated with equal grace and delicacy. Ne- 
ver was there fo happy, and fo poignant a 
mixture of religion, politics, philofophy, 
morality, and even of literature. ‘This dif- 
‘courfe muft be known at Paris, where I 
fent feveral copies, which I have no doubt 
will be eagerly tranflated. I hope only that 
it will efcape the avidity of thofe hafty 
writers, who have made a fort of property 
- of the prefent revolution ; nothing, in fac, 
is more dangerous than thefe precipitate 
traders in literature, who pluck the fruit 
the moment they have any hopes of felling 
it, thus depriving us of the pleafure of en- 
joying it inits maturity. It is for a Salluft 
and a Tacitus alone to tranfmit in their 
works, the nee and harangues of. their 
ra conter 
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contemporaries ; nor did they write till after 
fome great change in affairs had placed an 
immenfe interval between the epocha of 
the hiftory they tranfmitted, and that in 
which it was compofed ; the art of printing 
too, being then unknown, they were en- 
abled to meafure, and to moderate, at plea- 
fure, the publicity they thought ci pe to 
give to their produ&tions. 

Doétor Cooper, whom I never quitte 
without regret, propofing to me to drink 
tea with him, I accepted it without dif- 
ficulty. He received mein a very fmall 
houfe, furnifhed in the fimpleft manner, 
every thing in it bore the character of a mo- 
defty which proved the feeble foundation of 
thofe colonies fo induftrioufly propagated by 
the Englifh, who loft no occafion of infi- 
nuating that his zeal for the Congrefs and 
their allies had a very different motive from 
patriotifm. and the genuine love of liber- 
ty. A vifit to A Tudor, where Mr. de 

| Vaudreuil 


* Mr. John Temple finding himfelf detected, 
and ill received at Bofton, was the undoubted author 
of thefe calumnies againft Dettor Cooper, who had 
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“Vondieuil and I had again the pleafure of 
an agreeable dbNE ER © interrupted from 
time to time by pleafing mufic, rapidly 
brought round the hour for repairing to the 
club. This aflembly is held every Tuef- 
day, in rotation, at the houfes of the dif- 
ferent members who compote it; this was 
the: day for Mr. nes *, an honeft mer- 
chant, 


nobly dared to warn his ‘countrymen againft his. 
infidious attempts to difunite the friends to liberty, 
under the mafk of zeal and attachment to America. 

He dared, contrary to the decifive evidence ofa long 
feries of pure difinterefted public condu& in the 
hour of danger, when Mr. T emple was a fkulking, 

penfioned refugee in England, more than to infi- 
nuate, that Doctor Céoper, and M4. Hancock, that 
martyr to the public caufe, were actually in pay of 
the French court; but if. ever there could be a 
doubt, entertained. of fach charaéters, founded on 
the affertions of fuch a man, his fubfequent con- 
duct has irrefragably proved, that as the calumny 
Was propagated by him, fo the faggeftion muft ‘have 
originated in his own heart. Let not the Anglo- 
American Conful General to the United States com- 
plain. Hiftorical juftice will overtake both him 
and Arnold. Itis a. condition i in. the indenture of 
their bargain. ; TRANSLATOR. 

# The Tranflator had’ the pleafure of being. ac 
quainted with the ‘fon of Mr. Ruffel and his friend 
Winthrop, in France and Holland. He had the 
good fortune likewife to meet with the latter at Bofs 
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chant, who gave us an excellent reception. 
The laws dE the club: are not ftraitening, 
the numberof difhes' for fupper alone are 
limited, and there muft be only two of 
meat, for fupper is not the American re- 
paft. Vegetables, pies, and efpecially good 
wine, are notfpared. The hour of affem- 
bling is after tea, when the company play 
at cards, converfe, and read the public pa- 
pers, and fit down to table between nine 
and ten. : The fupper was as free as if 
-there had been’no ftrangers, fongs were 
given at table, and a Mr. Stewart {ung 
fome which were very By, with a tolerable 
good voice. 
The roth the weather was very bad, and 
I went to breakfaft with Mr. Broom, where 
I remained fome time, the converfation be- 
ing always agreeable and unreftrained. 
Some officers who called upon me, having 
taken up the reft vf the morning, I at 
length joined Mr. de Vaudreuil to go and 
| dine 


ton. He takes a pride in mentjoning thefe amiable 
young men, as they cannot fail of becoming valuable 
members of a rifing country which attracts the at- 
tention of the world, TRANSLATOR, 
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dine with Mr. Cufhing. The Lieutenant 
Governor, on this occafion, perfeétiy fup- 
ported the juftly acquired reputation of the 
inhabitants of Bolton, of being friends to 
good wine, good cheer, and hofpitality. 
After dinner he conduéted us into the 
apartment of his fon, and his daughter-in- 
law, with whom we were invited to drink 
tea. For though they inhabited the fame 
houfe with their father, they had a feparate 
houfehold, according to the cuftom in Ame- 
rica; Where it is very rare for young peo= 
ple to live with their parents, when they 
are once fettled in the woild. In a nation 
which is in a perpetual ftate of increafe, 
every thing favours of that general tenden- 
cy; every thing divides and multiplies. 
The fenfible and amiable Mrs. Tudor was 
once more our centre of union, during the 
evening, which terminated in a familiar 
and very agreeable fupper at young Mrs. 
Bowdoin’s. Mr. de Parois, and Mr. Du- 
mas fung different airs and duets, and Mrs. 
Whitmore undertook the pleafure of the 
eyes, whilft they fupplied the pelea 
of our ears. : | 
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The 2oth was wholly devoted to fo- 
ciety. Mr. Broom gave me an excellent 
dinner, the honours of which were per- 
formed by Mrs. Jarvis and her fifter, with | 
as much politenefs and attention as if they 
had been old and ugly. I fupped with Mr. 
Bowdoin, where I {till found more hand- 
fome women affembled. If I do not: place 
Mrs. Temple, Mr. Bowdoin’s daughter, in 
the number, it is not from want of refpe®, 
but becaufe her figure is fo diftinguifhed 
as to make it unneceflary to pronounce her 
truly beautiful ; nor did the fuffer in’ the 
comparifon with a girl of twelve years 
old, who was formed however to attra& 
attention. This was neither a handfome 
child nor a pretty woman, but rather an 
angel in difguife of a young girl; for Tam — 
at a lofs otherwife to exprefs the idea which 
young perfons, of that age, convey in Eng- 
land and America ; which, as I have al- 
ready faid, is not, amongft us, the age of 
Beauty and the Graces. ‘They made me 
play at whift, for the firft time fince my ar- 
rival in America. The cards were Englith, 
that i wa a ARE and dearer than 

# ours, 
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ours, and we marked our points with Louis- 
d’ors, or fix-and-thirties ; when the party 
was finifhed, the lofs was not difficult to fet- 
tle ; for the company was {till faithful to 
that. voluntary law eftablifhed in fociety 
from the commencement of the troubles, 
which prohibited playing for money dur- 
ing the war.. This law however, was not 
fcrupuloufly obferved in the clubs, and par- 
ties made by the men amongit themfelves. 
The inhabitants of Bofton are fond of high 
play, and it is fortunate, perhaps, that the 
war happened when it did, to moderate this 
paflion which began to be attended with 
dangerous confequences *. 

On Thurfday the 21{t there fell fo much 
{now as to determine me to defer my de- 
parture, and Mr. Brick, who gave a great 
dinner to Mr. d’Aboville, and the French 
artillery officers, underftanding that I was 
fill at Bofton, invited me to dine, whither I 

(i I 


* It is with real concern the Tranflator adds, that 
gaming is a vice but too pravelent in all the great 
towns,iand which has been already attended with 
the moft fatal confequences, and with frequent fui- 
cide. TRANSLATOR. 
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went in Mr. de Vaudreuil’s carriage. Me 
Barrel came alfo to invite me to tea, wheré 
we went after dinner ; and, 2s foon as we 
were difengaged, haftened to return to Mrs. 
Tudor’s. Her hufband, * after frequently 
whifpering to her, at length communicated 


to us an excellent piece of pleafantry of her 


invention, which was a petition to the 
Queen, written in French, whetein, un: 
der the pretext of complaining of Mr. de 
Vaudreuil and his fquadron, the beftowed 


on them the moft delicate and moft charme 
ing eulogium. We paffed the remaindér - 
of the evening with Mr. Brick, who had - 


* again invited us to fupper, whete we enjoy- 
ed all the pleafures infeparable Foix his fos 
ciety. Ihad a great deal of converfation 
with Do&tor Farvis, a young phyfician, and 
ulfo.afurgeon, .but what was better, a,ood 


whig, with excellent views: in politics. 


When Mr. D’Efaing left Bofton, the fick 
and wounded were intrufted to his care, 
Vo LR de nt MR: aad 


* Mr. Tudor is the gentleman who has fo fre 


quently diftinguithed himfelf by animated orations 
on the annual commemoration of fome of the lead 
ing events of this civil war. | TRANSLATOR. - 


è 
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and heinformed me, that the fick, who were 
recovering faft, in general relapfed, on re- 


moving them from the town of Bofton, © 


where they enjoyed a good air, to Roxbury, 
which is an unhealthy fpot, furrounded 
with marfhes. The phyficians in America 
pay much more attention than ours to the 


qualities of the atmofphere, and frequently — 


employ change of air as an effectual re- 

medy. | | 
The 22d I fet out at ten o’clock, after 
taking leave of Mr. Vaudreuil, and having 
had reafon to be fatisfied with him, and the 
town of Bofton. It is inconceivable how 
the flay of the fquadron has contributed to 
conciliate the two nations, and to ftrengthen 
the connetions which unite them *. The 
virtue 


* During my ftay at Bofton, a young Chevalier 


de Malthe, Monfieur de /’Epine, belonging to Mr. 
de Vaudreuil’s fquadron, died, and I was prefent at 
his funeral. He was buried with the forms of the 
- Catholic Church, by the firft Chaplain to the fleet, 
and his remains were attended to the place of inter- 


ment, befides his brother officers, &c. by the mem-. 


bers of the fenate and affembly, the principal inha- 
‘bitants of the town, and the minifters of every /ect 


ef religion in Bofton. The holy candles, and all the 
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virtue of Mr. de Vaudreuil, his fplendid 
example of good morals, as well as the fim- 
-plicity and goodnefs of his rhanners, an ex- 
ample followed, beyond all hope and belief, 
by the officers of his fquadron, have cap- 
tivated the hearts of a pcople, who, though 
now the moft determined enemies to the 
Englifh, had never hitherto been friendly 
to the French. TI have heard it obferved a 
hundred times at Bofton, that in the time 

U 2 even 


Catholic ceremonies were ufed on the occafion, in 
a town too, where, à few years before, the hierarchical 
pomp even of the church of England barely met 
with toleration; an ufeful leflon this to Machiave- 
lian rulers, whofe ftrength confifts in the filly dif- 
cord and divifions of their fellow creatures. The 
Tranflator contemplatéd this intérefting fcene with 
a complacent curiofity, which was only interrupted 
by the folitary diffatisfa&tion of Mr. John Temple, 
who, as well as his honeft coadjutor, the pious Ar- 
nold, ‘ was fhocked at feeing his countrymen 
‘¢ participating in the rites of a church, againft 
whofe antichrifiian corruptions your pious anceftors 
‘© would have witnefled with their blood.” See 
this zealous proteffant’s proclamation, after felling 
himfelf to England, for £7000 3 per cents. and fa- 
crificing the amiable, unhappy Major André. 
| TRANSLATOR. 
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even of the (greateft harmony with the mo 
ther count?y, an Englith thip of war never 


anchored in thé port without fome violent. 
quarrels between the people and the failors; 


yet the French fquadron bad been there 


three months without occafioning the 
flighteft ‘difference. The officers. of sour 
navy, Were éverÿ where received, not only 
as allies; ‘but brothers; and though: they 


were admitted by the ladies of Bofton to 


the greateft familiarity, not a fingle indif- 
cretion, not even the moft diftant ate 
tempt. at impertinence ever difturbed the 
confidence, : or innocent harmony af this 
pleafing 1: intercourfe. > à OA 

he obfervatiotis I have already made on 
the commerce of New, England, render it 
anneceffäry: to enter, into any: particular de 
tails on that. of the town: of Bofton:’ I fhall 


only mention, a vexation exercifed ‘towards 
the merchants ; a. vexation {till more. odious 


than that I have fpoken of relative to. Mr. 
Tracy, and cf which I had not the fmalleft 
fufpicion, until Mr. Brick gave mea parti- 


cular account of it. Befides the excife and 


licenfe duties: mentioned above, the mer- 


chants® — 
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- chants are fubje@ to a fort of tax on wealth, 
which is arbitrarily impofed by twelve af- 
‘feffors, named indeed by the inhabitants of 
the town; but as the moft confiderable 
merchant has only one vote any more than 
the fmalleft thoopkeeper, it may be imagin- 
‘ed how the interefts of the rich-are refpect- 
ed by this committee. “Thefe ‘twelve: af- 


feffors having full powers to tax thé people | 


according to their ability, they eftimate, on 

a view, the bufinefs tranfaéted by each 
merchant, and his probable profits! Mr. 
Brick, for example, being agent: for the 
French navy, and interefted befides in fe- 
feveral branches of commerce, amongft o- 


thers in that of infurance, they calculate. 


how much’ bufinefs he may be fuppofed to 
do, of which they judge by the bills of ex- 
change he endorfés, and by thé policies he 
underwrites, and according to ‘their valu- 
ation, in which neither loffes nor expences 
are reckoned, they fuppofe him to gain fo 
much a day ; and he is confequently fub- 
jected to a proportionable daily. tax." . Dur- 
ting the year 1781, Mr. Brick paid'no lefs 
pes three Saket and a bal if per day. lt 
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is evident that nothing fhort of patriotifm, 
and above all, the hope of a fpeedy conclu 
fion to the war, could induce men to fube 
mit to fo odious and arbitrary an impoft ; 
nor can the patience with which the com- 


mercial intereft in general, and Mr. Brick | 


in particular, bear this burthen, be too 
much commended. | 

The 22d I went, without ftopping, to 
Wrentham, where | flept, and reached Pro- 
vidence to dinner the 23d; where I found 
our infantry aflembled, and waiting till the 
veflels were ready to receive them. Here I 
remained fix days, during which I made an 
excurfion of four-and-twenty hours to vifit 
my old friends at Newport. 

The 30th I left Providence, with Mefirs. 
Lynch, Montefquieu, and de Vaudreuil, 
and flept at Voluntown. The next day 
Mr. Lynch returned to Providence *, and 

| we 


* Mr. Lynch, who was Aide Major General, and 
defigned to be employed under the orders of the Ba- 
ron de Viomenil, embarked with the troops. Mr. 
de Taleyrand was determined to follow them 
as a fimple volunteer, and, affuming the uni- 
‘form of a foldier in the regiment of Soiffonnois, 
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we feparated with mutual regret. The 
fame day, the 1ft of December, we ftop- 
ped at Windham to reft our horfes, and 
flept at White's tavern at Andover, near Bol- 
ton. The 2d I got to breakfaft at Hartford, 
where I ftaid two or three hours, as well to 
arrange many particulars relative to the de- 
parture of my baggage, as to pay a vifit to 
Mrs. Wadfworth. Mr. Frank Dillon, who 
had come to me at Providence, where he re- 
mained a day longer than me, joined me 
here. From hence we went to Farming- 
ton, where we arrived as night was coming 
on, and alighted at an inn kept by a Mr. 
Wad{worth, no relation of the Colonel’s ; 
but with whom I had lodged a month be- 
fore, when on the march with my divifion. 
Mrs. Lewis, hearing of my arrival, fent her 
fon to offer me a bed at her houfe, which 
I declined with a promife of breakfafting 
with 

he marched into Bofton in the ranks of the com- 
pany of Chaffeurs. This company embarked in the 
fame veflel with the Comte de Segur, then Colo- 


nel en fecond of the Soiffonnois; and Mr. de Ta- 


leyrand remained attached to it till his return to 
Europe. 


CE ? 
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with her the next morning ; ‘but, in a quare 
ter of an hour, the called on me herfelf, 
accompanied by a militia Colonel, whofe 
name | have: forgot, and fupped with us. 
The 3d, in the morning, I vifited Mr. Pitkin 
the minifter, with whom I had lodged the 
preceding year, when the French army was 
on its march to join General Wafhington 
on the North river. . He is a man of an ex- 
traordinary turn, and rather an original, 
but is neither:deficient in literature nor in- 
formation. : His father was formerly Gover- 
nor of Connecticut; he profefles a great 
regard for the French, and charged. me, 
half joking, and half in earneft, to give his 
compliments to the King, and tell: him 
that there was: one Prefbyterian minifter in 
America on whofe: prayers he might reckon, 
I went to breakfaft with Mrs. Lewis, and at 
ten fet out for Litchfield. The roadg were 
very bad, but the country is embellifhed by 
new fettlements, and a confiderable num- 
ber of houfes newly built, feveral of which 
were taverns. It was four when we arriv= 
ed at. Litchfield, and: took up our quarters” 
at Shelding’s tavern, a new inn, large, fpa- 

‘cious 


= 


{ 


| 
NORTH-AMERICA. ‘ 297 


cious and neat, but indifferently provided, — 
We were ftruck with melancholy on fee- 
ing Mr. Shelding fend a negro on horfe- 
back into the neighbourhood to get fome- 
thing for our fupper, for which however 
we did not wait long, ds it was ie 
good. 

The 4th we ‘fet out at half patt eight, 
and baited at Wafhington, after admiring 
a fecond time the picturefque profpeé of the 
two falls, and the furnaces, half way be- 
tween Litchfield and Wafhington, Nor was 
it without pleafure that I obferved the great - 
change two years had produced in a coun- 
try at that time wild and defart. On paf- 
fing through it two years before, there was 
only one miferabie alehoufe at this place; 
at prefent we had the choice of four or five 
inns, all clean and fit to lodge in. Mor- 
gan’s pafles for the beft, but through mif- 
take we alighted at another, which I think 
is not inferior to it. Thus has the war, 
by ftopping the progrefs of commerce, pro- 
ved ufeful to the interior of the country ; 
for it has not only obliged feveral merchants 
to quit Gi coafts, in fearch of peaceable 

HO: habitations 
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habitations in the mountains, but it has 
compelled commerce to have recourfe to in- 
Jand conveyance, by which means many 
roads are now frequented which formerly 
were but little ufed. It was five in the after= - 
noon when I arrived at Moorhoufe’s tavern. 
In this journey, I paffed the river at Bull’s 
works, and having again ftopped to admire 
the beauty of the landfcape, I had an op- 
portunity of convincing myfelf that my 
former eulogium is not exaggerated. The 
river, which was fwelled by the thaw, ren- 
dered the cataract {till more fublime; but a 
magazine of coals having fallen down, in 
fome meafure deftroyed the profpect of the 
furnaces. On this occafion I had not much 
reafon to boaft of the tavern. Colonel 
Moorhoufe, after whom it was named, no 
longer kept it, but had refigned it to his 
fon, who was abfent, fo that there were 
none but women in the houfe. Mr. Dillon, 
who had gone on a little before, had the 
greateft difficulty in the world to perfuade 
them to kill fome chickens; our fupper was 
but indifferent, and as foon as it was over, 


> and we had got near the fire, we faw thefe 


women, to the number of four, take our 
place 
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place at table, and eat the remainder of it, 
with an American dragoon, who was fta- 
tioned there. This gave us fome uneafinefs 
for our fervants, to whom they left in fact 
a very trifling portion. On afking one of 
them, a girl of fixteen, and tolerably hand- 
fome, fome queftions the next morning, 
I learnt that fhe, as well as her fitter, who 
was fomething older, did not belong to the 
family ; but that having been driven by the 
favages from the neighbourhood of Wyoming, 
where they lived, they had taken refuge 
in this part of the country, where they 
worked for a livelihood, and that being in- 
timate with Mrs. Moorhoufe, they took a 
pleafure in helping her, when there were 
many travellers; for this road is at prefent 
much frequented. Obferving this poor 
girl’s eyes filled with tears in relating her 


_ misfortune, I became more interefted, and 


on defiring farther particulars, fhe told me, 
that her brother was murdered, almoft be- 
fore her eyes, and that fhe had barely time 
to fave herfelf on foot, by running as faft 
as fhe could ; that fhe had travelled in this 
manner fifty miles, with her feet covered 
with blood, before fhe found a horfe. In 

| other 
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“ether trefpects the was in no want, nor did 
fhe experience any mifery. ‘That is a bur- 
‘then almoft unknown in America. Stran- 
gers and fugitives, thefe unfortunate fitters 
had met with fuccours. Lodgings, and nou- 
rifhment, are never wanting in this coun=- 
try; cloathing is more difficult to procure, 
from the dearnefs of all forts of ftuffs ; 3 but 
“for this they ftrive to find a fubflitute” by. 
their own labour. I gave them a Léuis to 
buy fome articles of drefs with, “my Aides 
de Camp, to whom I communicatéd the — 
ftory, madé them’ a’ prefent likewife, and 
this little a@& 6f munificence being foon 
made'known.-to the miftrefs of the houfe, 
obtained us’ Het’ efleemi, and fhe appeared 
very penitent for having fhewn fo much 
repugnance to kill hér chickens. 

. The sth we fet out at nine, and rode, 
without fiopping, to Fith-kill, whére we : 
arrived athalf ‘paft two, after a four-andi 
twenty miles journey through very bad 
roads. Talighted at Boerorn’s tavern, which 
T knew to be the fame Thad been at two 
years before, and kept by Mrs. Egremont. 
The houfe was changed-for the better, and 
we made a very good fupper. Me 
+2: the 
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the North-river as night came on, amd) ar 
rived at fix o'clock at Newburgh, where I 
found Mr, and. Mrs. Wailiineton, Colonel 
Tilgham, Colonel Humphreys, and Major 

Walker. : The; head quarters of Newburgh 
confitt of. a fingle houfe, :neither vat not 
mme dious,, which. isy built in the Dutch 
padtton,- ‘The largeft room it:(wbich was 
the proprietor’s. parlour: for his:famil yyvand 
which General Wathington) has! scdnwerted 
into his, dining room): is ipl fggthrtolerably 
{pacious, -but it thas feveiy dots, sand only 
one window he chimneÿ, or: father the 
chimney. back, i is. agairift, the wall ; fo that 
there isan. fact but’ One: vent: for the fmôke, 
and the fire. is in the roomitfelf. -Ifohnd 
the :componÿ, affembled: jin a fmall:room 
which ferved by way of: parlour... At:nine 
fapper was ferved, andwhen ithe hour of bed: 
time came, found, that the: chamber, to 
which the General conducted - ame, owas the 
very parlour Lfpeak of, whereinche hadmade 
them place a camp-bed.. We: aflembled : cat 
breakfaft the next morningiat: ten, doring 
which interval my bed was folded’ up, ‘and 
‘my chamber became the fitting-rooin foritlte 
"whole afternoon; for American manners 
fs | do 
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do not admit of a bed in the room in whicti 
company is received, efpecially when there 
are women. The {mallnefs of the houfe; 
and the difficulty to which I faw that Mr, 
and Mrs, Wafhington had put thermfelves 
to receive me, made mé apprcheiifive left 
Mr. Rochambeau, who was to fet out the 
day after me, by travelling as faft, might 
arrive on the day that I remained there. I 
refolved therefore to fend to Fifh-kill to 
meet him, with a requeft that he would 
ftay there that night. Nor was my pre- 
caution fuperfluous, for my exprefs found 
him already at the /anding, where he flept, 
and did not join us till the next mofning 
as I was fetting out. The day I reéttiained 
at head quarters was pafled either at table 
or in converfation. General Hand, A - 
jutant General, Colonel Reed of New 
Hampfhire, and Major Graham dined with 
us. On the 7th I took leave of General 
Wafhington, nor is it difficult to imagine 
the pain this feparation gave me; but I 
have too much pleafure in recolleCting the 
real tendernefs with which it affected him, 
not to take a pride in mentioningit. Colonel 
ot Tilghman 
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Tilghman got on horfeback to fhew me, in 
the road, the barracks that ferve as winter 
quarters for the American army, which 
were not quite finifhed, though the fea- 
fon was already far advanced, and the cold 
very fevere. They.are fpacious, healthy, and 
well built, and confift in a row of log- 
houfes containing two chambers, each in- 
habited by eight foldiers when compleat, 
which makes commonly from five to fix 
effectives ; a fecond range of barracks is def- 
tined for the non-commiffioned officers. 
Thefe barracks are placed in the middle 
of the woods, on the flope of the hills, and 
within reach of water; as the great object 
is a healthy and convenient fituation; the 
army are on feveral lines, not exa@ly pa- 
rallel with each other. But it will appear 
fingular in Europe, that thefe barracks 
fhould be built without a bit of iron, not 
even nails, which would render the work 
tedious and difficult, were not the Ameri- 
cans very expert in putting wood together. 
After viewing the barracks, I regained the 
high road; but pafling before GeneralGates’s 
houfe, the fame that General Knox inha- 

bited 
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bited in 1780, I ftopped fome time to make 
a vifit of politenefs. The remainder of the 
day I had very fine weather, and 1 ftopped 
and baited my horfes at an inn in the town- 
fhip of Chefer. In this inn I found nothing 
but à woman, who appeared good and ho- 
neft; and who had charming children. . 
This route is little peopled, but new fet- 
tlements are forming every day. Before 


we reached Chefter we paffed by a bridge of 


wood, over a creek, ‘called Murderers river, 
which ‘falls into the North River, above 
New Windfor,' on the other fide of Chefter ; 
I fill kept fkirting the ridge of mountains 
which feparates this country from she Clove. 
Warwick, where I flept, a pretty large place 
for fo wild a country, is twelve miles from 
Chefter, and twenty- eight from Newburgh; 

I lodged here in a very good inn kept by 
Mr. Siti the fame at whofe houfe I had 
flept two years before at Cheat, which was 
much inferior to this. : The American ar- 
my having, for two years paft, had theif 
winter’ quarters near’ "Weftpoint, Mr Smith 
imagined, with reafon, that this road would 
be more aes a that of Paramus, 
PLUG and 
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and he had taken this inn of a Mr. Beard, 
at whofe houfe we ftopped next day to 
breakfaft. "The houfe had been given up 
to him with fome furniture, and he had 
upwards of one hundred and fifty acres of 
land belonging to it, for the whole of | 
which he paid feventy pounds, (currency) 
making about one hundred piftoles. I had 
every reafon to be content both with my 
- old acquaintance and the new eftablifhment. 

The next morning, the zth, we fet out : 
before breakfaft, and the fiow began 0 
fall as foon as we got on horfeback, which 
did not ceafe till we got to Beard’s tavern. 
This houfe was not near fo good as the 
other, but the workmen were bufy in aug: 
menting it. On enquiring ‘of Mr. Beard, 
who is an Lith caiat the reafon of his quit- 
ting his good houfe at Warwick to keep 
this inn, he informed me, that it was a fet- 
tlement he was forming for his fon-in-law, 
and that as foon as he had put it in’order, 
he fhould return to his houfe at Warwick. 
This Mr. Beard had long lived as a mer- 
chant at New-York, and even fold books, 
which I. learnt from obferving fome good — 

Vor pins VAT. or nae enes 
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ones at his houfe, amongft others, Human 
Prudence, which I purchafed of him. It 
ceafed fnowing at noon, and the weather 
moderated ; but in the afternoon: it returns 
ed in blafts,. for which however I was ins 
demnified by the beautiful effect produced 
by the fetting- fan amidi the clouds, its 
rays being refleéted on, the eaft, and form 
ing a fort of parhelion. Towards the even- 
ing the weather became very cold, and 
we reached Suffex an hour before dark, and 
took up our lodgings at Mr. Willis’s. The 
fire being not well lighted in the room in- 
tended for me, I ftepped into the parlour, 
where I found. feveral people. who. ap- 
peared, to. be collected together upon bufi- 
ann ; they had, according to. cuftom, drank 
a good quantity of grog, one of them, 
called Mr: Archibald Stewart, {melt pretty 
frong. A converfation took place among 
us, and Mr. Paops,. formerly Aide de. Camp 


to General Dickinfon, and at prefent a rich 


 landholder in the Jerfeys, having. learnt 
that I was going to, Retro nai ima- 


-gining | 


wa Bethlehem i is a fort of colony fourided by. the 
Moravian brethren, frequently called Herrenbuter. 
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-gining fo from the queftions I afked about 
the roads, very obligingly invited me to 
come the next day and fleep at his houfe. 
His houfe is on the banks of the Delawate,’ 
twenty-fix miles from Suffex, thirteen from. 
 Eafton, and twenty-four from Bethlehem. 
At firft I had fome difficulty in: accepting 
his offer, from the apprehenfion one natu- 
rally has of being ftraitened onefelf, or of 
ftraitening others. He infifted however fo 
ftrongly, and affured me fo often that I 
fhould find no inn, that 4 partly promifed 
to lie at his houfe the following: night. 
Thefe gentlemen, and he in particular, gave 
me every neceflary information ; and, asl. 
was defirous of feeing Moravian Mill *, a. 
village fituated near Eafton, four miles 
above Suffex, he dire@ed me to Mr. Ca/- 
wer, who keeps a fort of an Inn there. The 
company went opel, and we pañfed.a very 

T2 agreeable 


It was to fee this eftablifhment, and the town of 
Eafton and the Upper Delaware that I quitted the — 
ordinary route, which leads from New Windfor to 
Philadelphia. sé 


_* Thisis a. property ‘they ré purchafed i in the 
neighbourhood of Bethlehem, | 
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agreeable evening ‘by a good fire, hugging 
ourfelves at not being expofed to the fevere: 
cold we experienced on ftirring out of the 
houfe. We were alfo well content. with: 
our landlord, Mr. Willis, who feemed to: 
be a ‘gallant man, and very  converfble.! 
He was born at Elizabeth-town, ! but has 
been fixteen years fettled at Suflex. Thus. 
does population advance into the interior: | 
parts, and go in fearch of new countries... 
I fet out the 8th a little before nine, the: 
weather being extremely cold, and the roads: 
covered with {now and ice; but on quit=" 
ting the Ridge, and turning towards the 
weit, by defcending from the high mouns: 
tains to lower ground, we found the tem- 
perature more mild, and the earth entirely 
free. _ We arrived at half paft eleven at the 
Moravian Mill, and, on {topping at Mr. 
Calver’s, found that Mr. Poops had an-. 
nounced our coming, and that breakfaft 
was, prepared for us”. This frefh atten- 
tion on his part, encouraged me to dire 


his 


* The Moravian fe& is pretty ey enn nos ix 
Europe. They are. the followers ‘of the famous 
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his offer for the evening: As foon as:we 
had breakfafted, Mr. Calver, who had treat-. 
X 3 | ed 


Count Zinzendorf*, whofe piéture they have at 
Bethlehem ; they have feveral eftablithments i in Eu-. 
rope, fimiliar to thofe the Marquis i is about to f peak 

of, one of which [ have feen at Zieft wear Utrecht, ’ 
where Louis the X{Vth took up his quarters, but 
America feems to be the promifed land of feétaries. 

Even the defpifed, ill-treated Jews, are well received ‘ 
in the United States, and begin to be very numer= 

ous; many of them were excellent citizens du- 
ring the fevere trial of the war, and fome even loft 
their lives as foldiers, gallantly fighting for the lit 
berties of their country, One family, in particular, 
I believe of the name of Salvador, at Rhode Ifland, 

was moft eminently, diftinguifhed. What a glorious © 
field is this for unprejudiced philanthropic fpecu- 
lation ! i pO obi cmd WANS kA FOR. 


* The following account of the Moravians is taken froma 
tranflation from the German, of an account of that body, by the 
Reverend B. La Trobe.x——‘* The fe& of the Unitas fratrum, 
s* more commonly known by the names of Herrenhuters and Mo- 
. féravians, was at firft formed by Nicholas Lewis, Count of Zin- 
‘6 zendorff, at Bartheldorf in Upper Lufatia, in the year 1722, 
‘© Finding his followers increafe, particularly from Morayia, he 
‘ built an houfe in a wood near Bartheldorf for their public 
‘€ meetings: and, before the end of the year 1732, this place grew 
‘into a village, which was called Herrnhuth, and contained 
é ‘about fix hundred inhabitants, all of them following Zinzen- 
‘¢ dorff, and leading a kind. of monaftic life. From this time 
tf the fect has fpread its branches from Germany, through all the 
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ed us with an anxiety and refpect, more Ger- 
man than American, ferved, us by way of 
conduétor, and led us firft to fee the faw- 
mill, which is the moft beautiful, and the 
beft contrived I ever faw. A fingle man only 
is necefi; ary. to direct the work, the fame 
wheels which keep the faw in motion, ferve 
alfo to convey the trunks of trees from the 
{pot where they are depofited to the work- 
houfe, a diftance of twenty-five or thirty 
toifes; they are placed on a fledge, which 


 fliding on a groove, is drawn by a rope 


which rolls and unrolls on the axis of the 


wheel itfelf, Planks are fold at fix fhil- 


i 


lings, Penfylvania curreney (about three 
fhillings and four-pence fterling) the hun- 
dred ; Gi you find the wood, it is only half 


the. STONEY and the plank in that cafe is 


fb bg ; fawed 


«¢ Proteftant flates in Europe, made confiderable sat Lidil 


‘ on the continent of America, and Weftern Ifles, and extended 
<<‘ itfelf to the. Eaft-Indies, and into Africa. In England, Mo- 
& ravian congregations are formed at London, Bedford, Oak. 
< “brdok near Derby, Pudfey near Leeds, Dunkeïfeld in Chefhire, 


Lae ‘Leominfter, Haverford Weft, Briftol, Kingfwood, Bath, and 


€'Tethetton.”? Their’ fettlèments are becoming: very numerous 
too, but. not their population; in all the different: States in the 


American Union, rns MA OWE 1 RAM AT! 
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fawed for one farthing per foot *. This 
mill is’ near the ei of a lake which fur- 

nifhes 


* It is remarked, that on the lands within reach of 
the Moravian fettlements, the cultivation is fuperior, 
and every branch of hufbandry is better carried on, 
firft, from the emulation excited by thefe induftrious 
people, and fecondly, from the fupply the country- 
man procures from them of every neceflary imple- 
‘ment of huibandry, &c. fabricated in thefe fettle- 
ments. Befides thofe the Marquis {peaks of, I vifit- 
ed fome others, not far from Bethlehem, at one of 
which, called Nazareth, isa famous eunfmith, from 
whom my friend Major Pierce Butler, bought a pair 
of piftols, many of which I faw there of the moft 
-perfeét workmanthip., Nothing can be more en- 
chanting than thefe eftablifhments ; out of the fe- 
queftered wildernefs they. have formed well built 
towns, vait edifices all of: ftone, large orchards, beau- 
‘tiful and regular fhaded walks in the European 
fafhion, and feem to combine with the moft compleat 
feparation for the world, all the comforts and even 
many of the luxuries of polifhed life. At one of 
their cleared-out fettlements, in the midft of a foreft, 
between Bethlehem and Nazareth, pofiefiing all the 
advantages of mills and manufactures, I was aftonifh- 
edwith the delicious { founds ofan Italian concerto, but 
my furprize was ftill greater on entering a room where 
the performers turned out to be common workmen of 
different trades, playing for their amufement. At 


\ 


nifhes it with water. - A deep cut is made 
ina rock to form a canal for condudting the 
waters to the corn-mill, which is built 
within mufket-fhot of the former; it is 
very handfome, and on the:fame plan with 
that of Mrs. Bowling at Peterfburgh, but 
mot fo large. From the mill I went to the 
church, which is a fquare building, con- 
taining ‘the houfe of the minifter. “The 
place where the duty ts performed, and 
which may properly be called the church, 
“is on the firft floor, and refembles the Pref- 
byterian, meeting- -houfes, with this differ- 
ence, that there 1s an organ aid fome re- 
ligious Dern This houfe of prayer, 
each OF ici, the ‘Biethren have : a common 
‘room, where violins and other inftruments are fuf- 
‘pended, and always at the fervice of fuch as chufe 
to relax themfelves, by playing fingly, or taking a part 
in a concert. TRANSLATOR, 
* The Moravians appear to me to be a fe& be- 
tween the Methodifts and the Catholics ; at Naza- 
reth, I met with an old Gloucefterfhire man, who 
came to America with the late Mr. Whitfield, with 
whom IJ had much Converfation, and who told me 
that that gentleman was much refpected, both liy- 
ing and ER dus the Moravians ; but, indeed, befides 
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fo fingularly placed, reminded me of a ftory 
I heard’ at Bofton. Divine fervice was for« 
merly celebrated there in one of their places 
of worthip, where the faithful were not af= 7 
fembled, tis true, on the firft floor, but 
which, like this, contained the minifter’s 
houfe, below which were cellars. The 
paftor, a very learned’ man in other refpects, 
befides his fpiritual Ferre FR ona 


trade 


that, their hymns otre much thofe of our Metho- 
difts, by fpititualizing even the grofiett carnal tranf- 
actions; I found that they ‘all fpoke of him as one 
of their own fect, but utterly difclaimed Mr. Wefley. 
They. are very ‘fond of pictures reprefenting zhe Paf- 


fi fon, to which, they pay a relpect little fhort, if at all, 


of idolatry. Their carnal allufions are fully verified 
in the following hymn taken from one 
in the Moravian chapel at Pudfey in England, in 
3773, an allufion than which nothing can be more 
jnfarhous and fhocking. 


‘ And fhe fo bleffed i 1894 catissayye Ww 
She gives him many a kif : , wd Ay 
Fix’d are her eyes on. him; hay 
‘Thence moves her every limb; 
‘And fince fhe him fo loves, . 
.| She only with-him moves;, ; 
f Js His matters andhis blood . . .. 
91 mip her only good.” ! 
> TRANSLATOR. 


34 TURAAAVAPAL S War 


trade: in wine; that is to fay, a great 
deal of it went out of his cellar, but 
not a drop ever entered it. A fimple 
negro fervant he had, ufed to fay, that his 
mafter was a great faint, for that he ems 
ployed him every year in rolling into his 
3 cellar anumber of cafks of cyder, over which, 
when he hadipreached and prayed a few 
Sundays, they were converted into wine. | 
| On coming out of church I perceived Mr. 
Poops, who had taken the trouble to come 
and meet me. We mounted on horfeback 
together, : and after pafling through a toler. 
ably fertile ‘valley, in which are ‘ous beau- 
tiful farms, chiefly Dutch, and well cul- 
tivated fields, We arrived in the evening at 
his houfe rie is a charming fettlement, 
confifting of a thoufand acres of land, the 
greateft part of which is in tillage, with a 
fine corn-mill, a faw-mill, and diftillery, 
‘The manor-houfe is fmall, but neat and — 
handfome. He conducted us into’ a par- 
Jour, where we found Mrs. Poops, his wife, 
“Mrs. Scotland his mother-in-law, and Mr. 
Scotland his brother-in-law. Mrs. Poops 
has a pleating rel ns fomewhat in- 
jured 
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jured by habitual bad health, her bel 
is that of an accomplifhed woman, ¢ nd 
converfation amiable, The evening y was 
{pent very agreeably, partly in de : à 
and partly at. play ;. for Mrs. Poops ga diy | 
me a leffon of backgammon, and I gave her 
one of #ric frac. I bad fome converfat on 
alfo with Mr. Scotland, , a-young man, who 
though | but fix-and- -twenty, has: made three 
campaigns, as Captain of artillery, and 
is now a lawyer of great practice. I have 
already obferved that this is the moft refpec 
table, and moit lucrative profeflion in Ame- 
rica. He told me that he ua received, 
for a fimple confultation, four dollars, and 
fometimesbalfa foe 5) (thirty-fix fhillings 
fterling) and when the action à is commenced 
fo much is paid for every writ, and, every 
deed, for in America lawyers act likewife 
in the capacity of notaries and attornies. 
I had much pleafure in converfing with 
Mr. Poops, who is a man of a good educa- 
tion, well informed, and : active, and con- 
cerned in a variety of el which he 
conducts with great intelligence. He had 
pen employed in the Commiflary's depart- 
R ment 


A TROANE LS: 1 N 00) 


hen General Green * was Quarters . 
Matter Géneral, and made extraordinary exe 
ertions to fupply the army, which render- 
ed him fo obnoxious to the tories, that he. 
was fora long time obliged to remain arm- 
ed in his houfe, which he barricaded every 

night. The fupper was as agreeable as the 
preceding part of the evening; the ladies: 

retired at eleven, and we remained at table 
till midnight. Mr. Poops’s brother arriv- 

ed a8 we were at the defert; he appeared 

tor jé à fenfible man, he had married in 
Virginia the daughter of Colonel Fims, 
who had efpoufed one of his Ru vas. He 
was now a widower. 


The next day, th 


he roth of Déviitee 
we breakfafted with the ladies; and fet out 
at half paft ten; Mr. Poops accompanying 


me 
-* The Gazettes have juft announced the death 
d General Green. In him America has loft one 
of her beft citizens, and moft able foldiers. It is 
his greateft eulogium to fay, that he ftood high with 
General Wafhington, who recommended him to, 
Congrefs, and, that he amply juftified the opinion 
CAHIER dr a by, that great, good r Ian. * 0e 
RE | TRANSLATORS 


#. 
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my day’s journey, but it was neceflary. ‘dhe, 
alittle complaifance to return the civilities . 
I had received. Two miles from the houfe. 
of Mr. Poops we forded a fmall. river, and. 
travelled through an agreeable and well cul- 
tivated country. Some miles. before we 
came to Eafton, we pafled over a height 
from whence one difcovers a vaft tract of. 
country, and amongft others, a iginpigiy 
mountains, which Mr. Poops. defired us to 
remark. It forms a part of that great chain, 
which. traverfes all America from South to, 
North*. He pointed out to us two hiarus, 
or openings, refembling two large doors or 
windows, through one of which flows the ? 
river Delaware ; the other is a gap leading 
to the other fide of the mountains, and is 
the road to Wyoming, a Pe wi a cele- 
… brated. 
| ad wi | 


* “Thefe | are “called the. King s mountains. 
F or an account of this hiatus, or gap, fee Mr. Char les 
Thompfon’ s Obfervations on Mr. Jefferfon’ s Notes on 

| Virginia, under the: account of the National Bridge. © 
T RANSLATOR, 


we 0 PR ASE S WON 
brated” by the’march of General Sullivan i in 


1779 * met sare we re to tres we palfed, 
VOUS 46: VAPOR “gr in 


rad mé Dial ad dé sg 
"LS ‘See the firft Journal, where the author gives an 
account of his converfations with General Schuyler. 
In whatever r manner this expedition was fet on foot, 
which took place: ih 1779, after the evacuation of 
Philadelphia, and: -the diverfion made by’ d’Eftaing’s. 
fquadron,: the greatett difficulty to furmount was, 
the long march to be made through woods, defertss 
and toraffes, ¢ conveying all their provifions on beafts 
of burthen, and being continually expofed to the at~ 
tacks, of the favages.. The inftrutions given by, 
General Sullivan to his officers, the order of | march 
he prefcribed to the troops, and the difcipline he had 
the ability to maintain, would have done honour 
to the moft experienced amongft ancient or modern 
Generals. It may fafely be afferted, that the Journal 
of this expedition would lofe: nothing in. acomparifon. 
withthe famous retreat of the ten thoujand, which it 
would : réfemble very much, if we could compare the 
maticeuvres, the object of which is‘ attack, with thofe 
which have nolother than the prefervation of. a for 
lorn army. General Sullivan, after @ month’ S march; 
arrived, without any check, at the entrenched camp, 
| the laft refuge of the fav ages ; here he attacked them, 
and was received with. great courage, “iofomuch that 
the viétory would have remained undecided, ‘had no not 
the Indians loft many of their CR in battle, w el 
never et fails to i intimidate them, andr retreated du af 
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in ferry boats, the eaftern branch of. the 
Delaware ; for this town is fituated on the 
fork formed by the two branches of that 


river. It is a handfome, though inconfi=i 


derable town, but which will probably en= 
large itfelf on a peace, when the Ameri~: 
cans, no longer under apprehenfions from 
the favages, fhall cultivate anew the fertile 
lands between the Sufquebannab and the De: 
laware. Mr. Poops took us to the tavern 
of Mr. Swath, who is at once an innkeeper - 
and lawyer. He has a handfome library, * 
and his fon, whom Mr. Poops prefented to 


‘me on my arrival, appeared to be a well 


educated and well informed young man.) E 
invited him to dinner, as well as another 
youth who boarded with him, a native of 


Epics, who had come to compleat his 
ftudies 


the Rea “ie General es ner houfes re 
plantations, fince- which they have never fhewn 
themfelves i in a body. However flight and. infuffi- 
ciént the idea may be that I have given of this came 
paign, it may, neverthelefs, aftonifh our European 
military men, to. learn. that General Sullivan was 
only a lawyer i in 177 5, and that in the year 1780 he 
quitted the. army to refume his profeffion, and is now 
Civil Governor of New Hampfhire, 


So ERA WeR SE. ST 
ftudies amongft the Americans, to weltiiea 
he feemed much more attached than to the 
Englith. | He had made choice of. Eafton as 
more healthy, | and more peaceable than;the. 
other towns of America, and found all the 
neceflary inftruétion in the leffons and-the 
books of Mr. Smith, , . As they knew of my. 
coming, we did not wait long for dinner; 
and at half patt three we got on horfeback, # 
Mr. Poops being ftill fo good as to accom= 
pany me a mile or two, to..obtain my, pet=-. 
+ miffion for which, he pretended that there 
was a crofs road where I might lofe myielf: 
At length we parted, leaving me penetrated 
with gratitude for his numerous civilities. 
Befor I loft fi ghtof Eañton I ftopped upon a 
hill, from whence I admired, for fome time, 
the piéturefque coup d'œil prefented by the 
two branches of the Delaware *, and the 
confufed and. whimfical form of the moun; 


tains j # 


“ie nh rs Ile over “bia hi, aie! Tec. 
Steeped near an hour to view this noble and enchañts 
ing profpect, with which it is impoffible to fatiate. 
_ the eye. Nothing can be more. delightful. than. the 
town and MT pe raie of Eañfton, + aM. 
TRANSLATOR, 


4 
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tains, through which they’ purfue” their 
courfe. When I was fatisfied with this 
fpettacle, it was neceflary to pufh forwart to 
reach Bethlehem before night, and ‘we tra= 
velled the eleven miles in two hours, but . 
not before ithe day -was clofed *. * We had 

Voc. II. <1¥ ’ no 


* The firft tinte I vifited Bethlehem was from 
Philadélphia, and after travelling two days through a 
country alternately diverfified with favage fcenes and 
cultivated fpots, on iffuing out of the Woods at the 
clofe of the evening, in the month of May, found 
myfelf on a beautiful extenfive plain, with the vaft 
eaftern branch of the Delaware on the right, richly 
inter{perfed with wooded iflands, and. atthe diftance 


of à mile in front of the town! of Bethlehem, rearin g 


its large ftone edifices out of a foret, fituated on a 
majeftic, but gradually rifing eminence, the back 
ground formed by the fetting fun.. So novel and un 
expected a tranfition filled the mind with a thoufand 
fingular and fublime ideas, and made an impreflion 
on me, never to be effaced. The romantic and 
picturefque effe& of this as difplay of natural 
beauties, gave way to the ftill more noble and ine 
terefting fenfations, arifing from a reflection on the 
progrefs of the arts and feiences, and the fublime 
anticipation ofthe ‘*‘ populous cities,” and ** bufy. 
‘hum of men,” which are ‘one day to occupy, and 
to civilize the phi wilderneffés of the New World. - 

| . TRANSLATOR, 
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no difficulty in finding the tavern, for itis 
precifely at the entrance of the town. … __ 
This tavern was built at the expence of 
the Society of Moravian Brethren, to whom 
it ferved formerly as a magazine, and is very 
handfome and {pacious*.. The perfon who 
_ keeps | 


* This inn, for its external appearance, and its 
interior accommodations, is not inferior to the beft 
of the large inns in England, which, indeed, it very 
much refembles in every refpe&. The firft time I 
was at Bethlehem, in company with my friends Ma- 
jor Pierce Butler, Mr. Thomas Elliot, and Mr. Charles 
Pinkney, Carolina gentlemen, we remained here.two 
or three days, and were conftantly fupplied with 
venifon, moor game, the moft delicious red and yel- 
low bellied Trout, the higheft favoured wild ftraw- 
berries, the moft luxuriant afparagus, and the beft 
vegetables, in fhort, I ever faw; and notwithftande 
ing the difficulty of procuring good wine and fpirits 
_ at that period, throughout the Continent, we were 
here regaled with rum and brandy of the beft quality, 
and exquifite old Port and Madeira. It was to this 
houfe that the Marquis de la Fayette retired, to be 
cured of the firft wound he received in fighting for 
America ; an accident, which I am well affured gave 
this gallant young nobleman more pleafure than moft 
of our European petits maitres would receive from 
she moft flattering proofs of the favour of a miftrefs, 
Mr. Charles Pinkney, whom I haye above mentioned, 

1$ 
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keeps it is only the cafhier, and is obliged 
to render an account to the adminiftrators. 
As we had already dined, we only drank 
tea, but ordered a breakfaft for the next 
morning at ten o’clock. The landlord 
telling me there was a Grow/e, or heath 
bird, in the houfe, I made him bring it, : 
for I had long had a great defire to fee one. 
I foon obferved that it was neither the 
Poule de Pharaon, nor the Heath Cock ; 

à Ai IMM seek à it 


is a young gentleman at prefent in Congrefs for South 
Carolina, and who, from the intimate knowledge I 
have of his excellent education and ftrong talents, 
will, I venture to predi&, whenever he pleafes to 
exert them, ftand forth amongft the moft eminent 
citizens of the new confederation of Republics. It 
is my boaft and pride to have co-operated with him, 
when he was only at the age of twenty, in the de- 
fence of the true principles of liberty, and to have 
feen produétions from his pen, which, in point of 
compofition, and of argument, would have done 
honour to the head and heart of the moft experienced 
and moft virtuous politician. Should the prefent 
work ever fall into his hands, let him recognize in 
this juft tribute to his worth, an affeétionate friend, 
who, knowing his abilities, wifhes to excite him to © 
exertion, in the noble, but arduous field before 
him. | TRANSLATOR, 
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it was about the fize of a Pheafant, but had 

a fhort tail, and the head of a Capon, which. 
it refembled alfo in the form of its body, 
and its feet were covered with down. This: 
bird is remarkable for two large tranf= 

-verfe feathers below his head; the plumage 

of his belly is a mixture of black and: 
white, the coiour of his wings of a red 
grey, like our grey Partridges., When the 
Growfe 1s roafted, his flefh is black like 

that of a Heath Cock, but it is more deli- 

cate, and has a higher flavour *. 

I could not derive much information | 
from my landlord on the origin, the opini- 
ons, and manners of the fociety, but he in- 
formed-me that I thould next day fee the 
minifters and adminiftrators, who would 
gratify my curiofity. The rith, at half 
paft eight, I walked out with a Moravian, 
given me by the landlord, but who was 
Fr ill informed, and only ferved me 

as 


# This bird muft be what .we call the black or : 
grey game, and not what is known by the name of 
Grow/e in England, TRANSLATOR. 
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asa guide *. . He was a feaman, who ima- 


gines he has fome talents for drawing, and 
amufes himfelf with teaching the young 
people, having quitted the fea fince the 
war, where, however, he had no feruple 
in fending his fon+. He fubfifts on a fmall 

¥i4 . reftaté 


+. 


* Our company was much more fortunate, Ma- 
jor Butler having obtained letters from Philadelphia 


to Mr. Van Vleck, a man of property, living here, 

but formerly of New-York. TRANSLATOR. 
+ It is remarkable enough, that the fon of this 

Moravian, whofe name is Garrifon, fhould have 


ferved on board a veflel with me, and was, 
# 


without exception, the moft worthlefs profligate 
fellow we had in a mixt crew of Englifh, Scotch, 
Irifh, and Americans, to all of whom his education 
had been infinitely fuperior. Neither bolts nor bars 


could prevent, nor any chaftifement corre&, his | 
pilfering difpofition. In a long winter’s voyage of 


‘thirteen weeks, with only provifions and water for 
five, this fellow was the bane and peft of officers, 
paffengers, and feamen.  Whilft every other man in 


“the fhip, even the moft licentious in profperity, fub- 


‘mitted to regulations laid down to alleviate our 
dreadful fufferings, and preferve our lives, this har- 
dened, unrefleéting wretch, ignorant of every fecl- 


ing of fympathy and human nature, feemed to take | 


a favage delight in diffufing mifery around him, and 


RE to the diftrefles of his FEAT fufferers. He 


had 


rt 
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eftate he has at Reading, but lives at Beth. 
lehem, where he and his wife board in ‘a 
private family. We went firft to vifit the 
houfe for fingle women. This edifice is {pa 
cious, and built with ftone. It is divided 
into feveral large chambers, all heated with 
ftoves, in which the girls work, fome coarfe 
work, fuch as {pinning cutton, hemp, and 
wool, others, work of tafte and luxury, 
fuch as embroidery, either in thread, or 
filk, and they excel particularly in working 
ruffles, little pocket-books, pin-cufhions, 
é&c. like our French nuns. ‘The fuperin- 
tendant of the houfe came to receive us. 
She is a woman of family, born in Saxony ; 
her name is Madame de Gafforf’; but the 
does not prefume upon her birth, and ape 
peared furprized at my giving her my hand, 
as often as we went up and down ftairs *. 


She 


had been well educated in the humane principles of 
the Moravians, but he truly verified the juft adage 
ef Corruptio optim: peffima. TRANSLATOR. 

* When the Tranflator vifited Bethlehem, the 
fuperintendant, or at leaft her deputy, was a Mrs, 
Langley, avery mild pretty behaved Englifh wo-' 
man, who had been a follower of George Whit: 
ficld, TRANSLATOR, 


£ 
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She conducted us to the firft floor, where 
fhe made us enter a large vaulted apart- 
ment, kept perfectly clean, in which all 
the women fleep, each having a bed a-part, 
in which is plenty of feathers *. There 
is never any fire in this room, and though 
it be very high and airy; a ventilator is 
fixed in the roof like thofe in our play- 
houfes. The kitchen is not large, but it is 
‘clean, and well arranged; in it there are 
immenfe earthen pots, upon furnaces, as 
in our hofpitals. The inhabitants of the 
houfe dine in the refeCtory, and are ferved 
every day with meat and vegetables ; they 
have three fhillings and fixpence currency 
per week, about fourpence per day, to the 
common ftock, but they have no fupper, 
and I believe the houfe furnifhes only bread 
for breakfaft. This expence; and what 
they pay for fire and candle deduéted, they 
enjoy the produce of their labour, which is 
more than fufficient to maintain them, 
: This 

* The Americans in general are remarkably fond 
of very large foft feather beds, even in the hotteft 


climates, and we fuffered greatly in this particular, 
at the inn at Bethlehem. TRANSLATOR, 
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This houfe alfo has a chapel, which: ferves 
only for evening prayer, for they :go.to 
their church on Sundays. There ds anor 
ganin this chapel, and I faw feveral inftru- 
ments fufpended upon nails. We quitted 
Madame de Gaftorff well pleafed with: her 
reception; and wentitoithe church, which 
fs fimple, and differs little from thatiwe had 
feen at Moravian mill. Heré alfo are 
feveral religious piures: From hence we . 
went tothe hcufe of the fixgle men: : Iren- 
tered the intendant's apartment, (whom I 
found employed in copying mufic.» Heihad 
in bis room an indifferent force piano, made 
in Germany. I talked with him on mufic, 
and difcovered that he was not only-a per- 
former, but°a compofer. So that on his 
accompanying us to the chapel, and being 
afked to:touch the organ, he played fome 
voluntaries, in which he introduced a great 
deal of harmony, and progreflions of bafe. 
This man, whofe name I have forgot, is a 
native of New-York, but refided feven 
years in Germany, whence he had lately 
arrived. I found him better informed than 
Rues J bad yet met. with, yet it was with | 

| A fome 
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fome difficulty that I got from him the fol- 


lowing details: “Phe Moravian brethren, 
in whatever quarter. ‘of the world they live, 
are under the difcipline of: their metropoli. 
tans, who tefide in Germany*, from whence 
commiflaries are fent to regulate: the dif- 
ferent eftablifhments. : The fame metro- 
politans: advance the fums neceflary for 
forming them, which are paid in proportion 
as thefe Colonies profper; thus the revenue 
of the mills I have fpoken of, as well as the 
farms and manufactures of Bethlehem, are 
employed in the firft inftance to pay the ex- 
pences of the community, and afterwards 
to reimburfe the fums-adyanced in Europe. 
Bethlehem, for ‘example, poffeffes a terri- 
torial property, purchafed by the Moravians 
in Europe,-which confifts of fifteen hundred 
acres of land, forming a vaft farm, whichis 

gods da managed 


ÿ The NA EH maintain a .conftant re 
with Germany in particular, of which country 
thofe in America are chiefly natives, and think 
nothing of a voyage to Europe, Governor Jofeph 
Reed, of Philadelphia, had a fon here, learning the 
German language, when] was at Bethlehem. 

TRANSLATOR, 
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managed by a fteward, who accounts for it 
to the community. If an individual wants 
a lot of land, he muft purchafe it of the 
public, but under this reftrition, that in 
cafe of defection from the fect, or emigras 
tion from the place, he fhall reftore it to 
the community, who will reimburfe him 
the original payment. As to their opinions, 
this fe& refembles more the Lutherans, 
than the Calvinifts; differing, however, 
from the latter, by admitting mufic, pic- 
tures, &c. into their churches, and from 
the former, by having no Bifhops, and 
being governed by a synod *. Their po- 
lice, or difcipline, is of the monaftic kind, 

“finee they recommend celibacy, but with- 
out enjoying it, and keep the women fepa- 
rate from the men. There is a particular 
houfe, alfo, for the widows, which I did 
not vifit. The two fexes being thus habi- 
tually feparated, none of thofe familiar con- 
nexions exift between them, which lead ‘to 

| | marriage ; 
| # I do not fpeak with confidence, but am inclined 
to think that they have Bithops, at leaft a perfon was 
pointed out to us at Bethlehem, under that denomi~ 
nation, ft TRANSLATOR. 
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marriage; nay, it is even contrary to the 
fpirit of the fe@, to marry from inclina- 
tion. If a young man finds himfelf fufi- 
ciently at his eafe to keep houfe for him- 
felf, and maintain a wife and children, he 
prefents himfelf to the commiffary, and 
afks for agirl, who (after confulting with 
the fuperintendant of the women) {Tran 
lator} propofes one to him, which he may, — 
in fact, refufe to accept; but it is contrary 
to the cuftom, to choofe a wife for himfelf, 
Accordingly, the Moravian Colonies have 
not multiplied, in any proportion, to the 
other American Colonies. That at Beth- 

lehem is compofed of about fix hundred 

perfons, more than half of whom live ina 

{tate of celibacy ; nor does it appear that it 

has encreafed for feveral years. Every pre= 

caution is taken to provide for the fubfiftence 

of their brethren, and in the houfes deftined 
for the unmarried of both fexes, there are 

matters who teach them different trades. 

The houfe of the fingle men which I 
faw in detail, does not differ from that 
of the women; I fhall only take notice of — 


@ very convenient method they have of 
(isis awakening 


- 


\ 
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awakening thofe who with to be called up 


at any given hour; all their beds are num- 
bered, and near the door is a flate, on 
which all the numbers are regiftered. A 
man who wifhes to be awakened early, at 


five o'clock in the morning for example, : 


has’only to write a figure of 5 under his 


number, the watchman who attends the 
chamber, obferves this in going his rounds, 


and at the hour appointed, the next morn- 
ing goes ftraight to the number of the bed 


without troubling himfelf about the name 
of the fleeper. é 


Before I left the houfe, I Hal She on 
the roof, where there is a Belvidere, from 
whence you fee the little town of Bethlehem, 
and the neighbourhood ; it is compofed of 


feventy or cighty houfes, and there are fome ~ 
others belonging to the colony at the dif- | 


tance of a mile or two; they are all hand- 
fome and built with ftone *. Every houfe 


has 


% 


* From this Belvidere the view is beautifully rox 


mantic, and amongft other objects on the eaftern 


fide of the Delaware, you fee a cultivated farm form- 


ed out of an immenfe wood and near the fummit of - 


a lofty mountain, which I likewife vifited, and every 
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has a garden cultivated with care. ‘In re~ 
turning home I was curious to fee the farm, 
which is kept'in good order, but the infide 
was neither fo clean, nor fo well kept as 
in the Englifh farm-houfes, becaufe thé 
Moravians ‘are’ ftill more barbarous than 
their language. At length at half paft ten 
T returned tothe inn, where I was expected 
by my moor fowl, two woodhens, and many 
other good things, fo that I was ftill better 
fatisfied with my breakfaft than with my 
walk ™. At twelve we fet'out to travel 
twenty miles farther, to Ka/f’s tavern, a 
German houfe very poor and filthy.” We 
liad paffed the eaftern branch of the Dela- 

| f ware 


ftep of which gives you the idea of enchanted ground. 
_Befides the particular gardens to each private houfe. 
there is a large public walk belonging to the com- 
munity, nay, the church-yard itfelf is a gay fcene 
of beauty and regularity, the verdent turf being clad 
in fummer with ftrawberries and flowers. 

: TRANSLATOR. 


* Notwithftanding the good cheer at the tavern, 
the author, and I hope the reader, will pardon me 
for not crediting this declaration. 

| TRANSLATOR. 


ware a mile from Bethlehem *; there ig 
neither town nor village on the road, but 
the burghs to which the fcattered houfes 
we faw, belonged, are called Socconock and 
Spring field, The tath I breakfafted at 

Montgomery, twelve miles from Kalf’s ta- 
vern, and pafling Whitemarfh and German 
town, we arrived towards five at Phila- 
delphia. | | 


Philadelphia, | 
24th of Dec, 1782. 


:# The eaftern branch of the Delaware which pafs 
fes by Bethlehem, and forms a junétion with the 
weftern at Eafton, is here called the Lecha. There 
is an excellent ferry over this rapid ftream, of, 
which I have fpoken in the firft volume. The Mo- 
ravians amongft an infinity of other ingenious in- 
ventions, have a large hydraulic machine in the 
middle of the town which is at a great height from 
the river for raifing the water to fupply the inhabi-: 
tants. | | TRANSLATOR, 


LET- 
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| FROM THE. | Kay 
MARQUIS DE CHASTELLUX, | 
bbe aE | 


MERS Nt A DD TT SYO TT 
Profeflor of Philofophy in the Univerfity of 
WILLIAMSBURGH. 


I Have not forgot, Sir, the promife I made 
you on leaving Williamfburgh ; it re- 
minds me of the friendfhip with which you 
were pleafed to honour me, and the flat- 
tering prejudices in my favour, which were 
the confequences of it. Iam afraid that I 

_ have 


:* Mr. Maddifon’s fon is'a member of the Affem- 
bly, and has ferved in Congrefs for Virginia. ‘This 
young man, who at the age of 30 aftonifhes the new’ 
Republics by his eloquence, his wifdom, and his 
genius, has had the humanity and the courage, (for 
fuch a propofition requires no {mall fhare of courage) 
to propofe a general amancipation of the flaves, at 
the beginning of this year, 1780: Mr. Fefferfon’s ab- 
fence at Paris, and the fituation of Mr. /Vhythe, as 

one 


EI 
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have undertaken more than I am able to 
perform; but I fhall at leaft addrefs you 
in the language of’ fincerity, ini the ‘fort of 
literary bankruptcy I am now about to 
make.—By putting you in full poffeffion of 
my, feeble: refources, ‘however, : I) may per- 
haps obtain a ftill further portion of that 
indulgence, to which you have fo frequent- 
ly accuftomed me. , ‘The fubjeéton which 
I rather thought of afking information 
from you, than of offering you my ideas, 
would require long and tranquil meditation, 
and fince I quitted Virginia, I, have been 
continually travelling, fometimes from du- 
ty with the troops, at others ‘to gratify my. 
curiofity in the.eaftern parts of America, as 
far even as New Hampfhire... But even had 
my time been fubject to lefs interruption, 

Tam 


one of the judges of the State, which prevented them 


- from lending their powerful fupport, occafioned it. 
‘to mifcarry for the moment, but there is every réa- 
fon to fuppofe that the propofition will be fuccefs-; 


fully renewed. As it is, the aflembly-have pafled a 


law. declaring that there fhall be no more flaves in: — 


the Republic but thofe exifting the firft day of the 
fefion of 1785-6, and the defcendants of female 
flaves.. TRANSLATOR. 
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Iam not fure that I fhould have been more. 
capable of accomplifhing your wifhes. My 
mind, aided and excited by yours, expe- 
rienced an energy it has fince loft; andifin. 
our converfation, I have chanced to exprefs 
fome fentiments which merited your appro- 
bation, it is not to myfelfthat they belong- 
ed, but to the party that fpoke with Mr. 
Maddifon. At prefent I muft appear in all. 
my weaknefs, and with this further difad- 
vantage, that I want both time and leifure 
not only to rectify my thoughts, but even 
to throw them properly on paper. Nomat- 
ter; I venture on the tafk, perfuaded: that 
_ you. will eafily fupply my unavoidable omif- 
fions, and that the merit of this eflay, if | 
there will be any, will be Cees se 
yourfelf.. 

‘The sn “vs object of our conver- 
fations was the progrefs that the arts and 
{ciences cannot fail of making in America, 
and the influence they muft neceffarily have 
on manners and opinions. It feems.as if 
every thing relative to government and 
lepiflation ought to be excluded from fuch © 
difcuffions, and undoubtedly a ftranger, 

Voile “Hé OU 
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fhould avoid as much as podibiné treating | 
matters of which he cannot be a competent 
judge. But in the phyfical, as in the mo- 
ral world, nothing ftands ifolated, no caufe 
acts fingle and independent. Whether we 
confider the fine arts, and the enjoyments: 
they produce, as a delicious ambrofia, the 
gods have thought proper to partake with 
us, or whether we regard them as a danger- 
ous poifon; that liquor, whether benefi- 
cent or fatal, muft always be modified by 
the veflel into which it is infufed,} It is 
neceflary therefore to fix our attention for a 
moment on the political conftitution of the 
people of America, and i in doing this, may 
I be permitted to recal a principle, I have 
eftablifhed, and developed elfewhere; * 
which is, that the character, the genius of 
a people, is not folely produced by the go- 
vernment they have adopted, but by the 
circumftances under which they were ori- 
ginally formed. Locke, and after him, 
Rouffeau have obferved that the education 
of man fhould commence from the cradle, 

that 


1 


| See the authors work—de Ja felicité publique. 


NORTH-AMERICA. 339. 

that is tc fay, at the moment when he i is 
contracting his_firft habits; it is the fame 
with States. Long do we difcover in the 
tich and powerful Romans, the fame plun- 
derers colleéted by Romulus to live by ra- 
pine; and in our days the French docile 
and polifhed, poffibly to excefs, fill pre- 
ferve the traces of the feudal fpirit; whilft 
the Englifh amidft their clamours againtt 
the royal authority, continue to IE a 
refpect for the crown, which recals the 
epoch of the conqueft, and the Norman go= 
vernment. Thus every thing that i is, par- 
takes of what has been; and to attain: a tho- 
rough knowledge of any people, it is not 
lefs neceflary to fudÿ their hitory than 
their legiflation. “If then we ‘with to form. 
an idea of the American Republic, we muft 
be careful not to confound the Virginians, 
‘whom warlike as well as mercantile, an 
ambitious as well as fpeculative genius 
brought upon the continent, with the New 
Englanders who owe their origin to en- 
thufiafm ; we muft not expect to find pre- 
cifely the fame men in Penfylvania, where 
=. the firft colonifts thought only of keeping and 
yay Re cultivat- 
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cultivating the deferts, and in South Caro- 


lina where the production of fome exclu- 
five articles fixes the general attention on 
external commerce, and eftablifhes unavoid- 


able connexions with the old world. Let 
it be obferved, too, that agriculture which 
was the occupation of the firft fettlers, was 


not an adequate means of affimilating the 
one with the other, fince there are certain 


{pecies of culture which tend. to maintain 


the equality, of, fortune, and others 1 to. de{- 
troy it. AUTRE 

Thefe are fufficient close to nid that 
the fame principles, the fame opinions, the 


fame habits do not occur in all the thirteen: 


United. States, although: they. are. ‘fubjeét 
nearly to the fame. force of government. 
For, notwithftanding that all their confti- 
tutions are not fimilar, there isthrough the 


whole a democracy, and a government of 


reprefentation, in which the people give their 


fuffrage by their delegates. But. if we 


chufe to overlook thofe, fhades. which dif- 
tinguith this confederated people from each 
other 3, if we regard the thirteen States only 
as one nation, we pal even, then: obferve 

that 


/ 
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that fhe muft long retain the impreffion of 
_ thofe circumftances, which have conducted 
her to liberty. Every philofopher acquain- 
ted with mankind, and. who has ftudied 
the fprings of human action, muft be con- 
vinced that, in the prefent revolution, the 
Americans have been guided by two prin- 
ciples, whilft they imagined they were fol- | 
_ lowing the impulfe of only one. He will 
diftinguifh, a pofiteve and a negative prin- 
ciple, in their legiflation, and in their opi- 
nions. Icall that principle, pofitive, which 
in fo enlightened a moment as the prefent, 
Reafon alone could dictate to a people mak- 
- ing choice of that government which fuited 
them the beft; I call that a negative prin- 
ciple which they oppofe to the laws and 
ufages of a powerful enemy for whom they 
had contraéted a well founded averfon. 
Struck with the example of the inconve- 
niences offered by the Englith government, 
they had recourfe to the oppofite extreme, 


‘convinced that it was impoffible to deviate - | 


from it too much. Thus a child who has 
met with a ferpent i in his road, is not con= 
tented with avoiding it, but flies far from 

Z 3 the 
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the {pot where he would be out of danger 
of his bite. In England, a feptennial par- 
liament invites the King to purchafe a ma- 
jority on which he may reckon for a long 
period; the American affemblies zherefore 
muft be annual; on the other fide of the 
water, the executive power, too uncontrol- 
led. in its action, frequently efcapes the vi- 
gilance of the legiflative authority ; on this 
continent, each officer, each minifter of the 
people muft be under the immediate depen- | 
dence. of the aflemblies, fo that his firft care 
on attaining office, will be to court the po- — 
pular favour for a new election. Among the 
Englifh, employments confer, and procure 
rank and riches, and frequently elevate their 
_ pofféffors to, too great a height: among the 
Americans, offices peitherconferrin g wealth, 
nonconfideration, will not, it istrue, become 
objets of intrigue or purchafe, but they 
«will be held. in -fo little .eftimation ,as to 
make them ayoided, rather than fought af- 
ter, by the moft enlightened citizens, by 
which means every employment will, fall 
into the hands of new and untried, men, 
the only perfons. who, can expe to, hold 
them to adyantage, | D: 
et In 
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In continuing to confider the thirteen 
United States under one general point of 
view, we fhall obferve ftill other circum- 
ftances which have influenced as well the 
principles of the government, as the na- 
tional fpirit. Thefe thirteen States were at 
firft colonies ; now the firft neceflity felt in 
all rifing colonies is. population ; I fay in 
rifing colonies, for I doubt much whether 
that neceflity exifts at prefent, fo much as 
is generally imagined. Of this how- 
ever I am very fure, that there will ftill be 
a complaint of want of population, long af- 
ter the neceflity hes ceafed ; America will 
long continue to reafon as follows: we mutt 
endeavour to draw foreigners amongft us, 
for which purpofe it is indifpenfibly necef- 
fary to afford them every poflible advan- 
tage; every perfon once within the State, 
fhall be confidered’ therefore as a member 
of that State, as areal citizen. Thus one 
year’s. refidence in the fame place fhall 
fuffice to ‘eftablifh him an inhabitant, and 
every inhabitant fhall : have the right of 
voting, and fhall conftitute a part of the 
fovereign powers from whence it will re- 


As PE fuit 
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‘ fult that this fovereignty will communicate 
and divide itfelf without requiring any 
pledge, any fecurity from the perfon who 
is invefted with it. This has arifen from 
not confidering the poffibility of other emi- 
grants than thofe from Europe, who are 
fuppofed to fix themfelves in the firft fpot 
where they may form a fettlement; we 
fhall one day however, fee frequent emigra- 
tions from State to State; workmen will 
frequently tranfplant themfelves, many of 
them will be obliged even to change fitu- 
ations from the nature of their employ- 
“ments, in which cafe it will not be fingu- 
lar to fee the elections fora diftrict of Sant 
necticut, decided by inhabitants nh “Rhode 
ifland or New York *. : 


Some 


ki There are various opinions in America on 
‘the fubjeét of encouraging emigration. Mr. 
Sefferfon, for. example, a man, of profound 
thought, and great penetration, iS bf opinion that 
emigrants from Europe are not defireable, left the 
“emigrants bringing with them not only the vices, 
“but the corrupt prejudices of their refpective ancient 
governments, may be unable to relifh that bold uni- 
‘verfal fyftem of freedom and toleration which is a 
novelty to the old world ; Mia I venture to think, 
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Some political writers, efpécially the more 
modern, have advanced, that property alone 


fhould 


and truft, that fuch emigrations will be attended 
with no bad confequences ; for who will be the emi- 
grants to a country where there are neither gold nor 
filvet mines, and where fubfiftence is alone to be 
obtained by induftry? Men of fmall, or no fortunes, 
who cannot live with comfort, nor bring up a family 
in Europe ; labourers and artizans of every kind ; 
‘men of modefty and genius, who are cramped by 
infurmountable obftacles in countries governed by 
cabal. and intereft; virtuous citizens compelled to 
groan in filence under the effects of arbitrary. power ; 
philofophers who pant after the liberty of thinking 
for themfelves, and of giving vent, without danger, 
‘to thofe generous maxims which burft from their 
hearts, and of contributing their mite ta the gene- 
ral ftock of enlightened knowledge; religious. men, 
| depreffed by the hierarchical eftablifhments of every 
country in Europe; thefriends to freedom ; in fhort, 
the liberal, generous, and aétive fpirits of the whole © 
world.—To America, then, [fay with fervency, in 
the glowing words of Mr. Payne, who is himfelf an 
Englifh emigrant. —‘* O! receive the fugitives and 
prepare in time an afylum for mankind. ” The hif- 
tory of the late revolution too, may juttify our 
hopes, for it is an obfervation, for the truth of 
which I appeal to fa&,. that the Europeans fettled in 
America were poffeffed. of at leaft as much energy, 
gi ferved that country with as much zeal and ens 
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fhould conftitute the citizen. They are of 
opinion that he alone whofe fortune is ne- 
ceflarily connected with its welfare has a 
right to become a member of the State. In 
America, a fpecious anfwer is given to this 
reafoning; amongft us, fay they, landed 
property is fo eafily acquired, that every 
workman who can ufe his hands, may be 
looked upon as likely foon to become a man 
of property. But can America remain long 
in her prefent fituation ? : And can the re- 
gimen of her infant ftate agree with her, 
now fhe has affumed the virile robe ? 

. The following, Sir, is a delicate queftion 
which 1 can only propofe to a philofopher 
like you: In eftablifhing amongft them- 
félves a purely democratic government, 


had the Americans a real affe@ion for a de- 


mocracy? And if they have wifhed all 
men ito be bane); is it not folely, becaufe, 
24: GA | - from 


thufiafm in the cabinet, and in the field, as ‘the na- 
tive Americans, and to fpeak with the late Lord 
Chatham, who faid many abfurd, but-more wife 
things than moft ftatefmen, ‘*they infufed a: por 
3 tion of new health i into the conftitution.” " 
| ny RANS LATOR» 


es 


~ 
Per 
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from the very nature of things, they were 
themfelves nearly in that. fituation ? _ For 
to preferve a popular government in all its 
integrity, it is not fuflicient, not to admit 
either rank or nobility, riches alone never: 
fail to produce marked differences, by fo 
much the greater, as there exift. no others, 
Now fuch is the prefent happinefs of Ame- 
rica that.fhe has no poor, that every man 
in it enjoys a certain eafe and independence, 
and that if fome have been able to obtain a 
{maller portion of them than others, they 
are fo furtounded by refources, that the fu- 
turé is more looked to, than their prefent 
fituation. Such is the general tendency to 
a flate of equality ; that the fame enjoy- 
ments which would be deemed fuperfluous 
in every other part of the world, are here 
confidered as neceflaries. [hus the falary 
of the workman muft not only be equal to 
his fubfiftence and that of his family, but 
fupply him with proper and commodious 
furniture for his. houfe, tea and coffee for 
his wife, and the filk “gown the wears as 
often as fhe goes from home;. and this is 
one of the principal caufes of the fcarcity 


- of labour fo generally attributed to the want 
of 
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of hands, Now, Sir, let us fuppofe that 
the increafe of population may one day re- 
duce your artizans to the fituation in which — 
they are found in France and England. Do 
you in that cafe really believe that your 
principles are fo truly democratical, as that 
the landholders and the opulent, will ftill 
continue to regard them as their equals ?— 
I thall go ftili further, relying on the accu- 
racy of your judgment to teftify every thing 
you may find too fubtle or too fpeculative 
in my idea. I fhall afk you then, whether 
under the belief of poflefling the moft per- 
fe democracy, you may not find that you 
have infenfibly attained a point more re- 
mote from it, than every other Republic. 

Recolle&, that when the Roman fenate 
was compelled to renounce its principles of 
tyranny, the very traces of it were fuppofed 
to be effaced, by granting to the’ people 
a participation of the confular honours. 

That numerous and oppreffed clafs found 
_ themfelves exalted by the profpeé alone 
which now lay open to a fmall number of 
‘their body, the greateft part of them remain- 


ed nectilitous, but they confoled them- 


felves by faying, we may one a become con- 
Subs. 


fils. Now obferve, Sir, that in your pre- 
fent form of government, you have not at- 
tached either fufficient grandeur, or dignity. 
to any place, to render its pofleffor illuftrious, 
_ {till lefs the whole clafs from which he may 
be chofen. You have thrown far from you 
all hereditary honours, but have you beftow-. 
ed fufficient perfonal diftin@ions? Haye 
you reflected that thefe diftin@ions, far from. 
being lefs confiderable than thofe which. 
took place among the Greeks and Romans, 
ought rather to furpafs them? The reafon 
of this is very obvious : the effet of honours 
and diftinétions is by fo much the more 
marked, as it operates on the greater num-. 
ber of men aflembled together. When 
Cneius Duillius, Was. conduéted home on 
his return from fupper to the found of i in- 
ftruments, . the whole city of Rome Was 
witnefs to his triumph : grant the fame ho- 
nours to. Governor Trumbull as three 


houfes at moft in km will ~ Sa the. 
| oi Symphony. ' 


* Mr. Trumbull, “Governor of Connedicut, Hee | 
habits the town of ‘Lebanon, which. occupies’: a league! 
of country, and ‘where'there are not fix houfes Jefs 
diftant than, a quarter. of a mile from ech others, hn 


a 
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fymphony. Men muft be moved by fome 

fixed principle; 1s it not better that this 

fhould be by vanity than intereit? I have 

no doubt that love of country will always 

prove a powerful motive, but do not flat- 

ter yourfelf that this will long exift with 

the fame’. fpirit ‘The greateft efforts of 

‘the mind, like thofe of the body, are in 

refiftance ; and the fame may happen with 

refpect to the State, as in matters of opi- 

nion, to which we ceafe to be attached, 

when they ceafe to be contefted. : 
Behold many objects, Sir, which have __ 

pafled in review before us. We have only 

glanced at them, but to diftinguifh them 

more clearly, requires more penetrating eyes _ a 

than mine ; you hold the telefcape; do you 

apply your ‘optics and you will make good 

ufe of them. My tafk will be accomplifh- 

ed if I can only prove to you that thefe en- 

quiries are not foreign to my fubjeét. I 

fhall obferve then that to know to what 

precife point, and on what principle you 

fhould admit the arts and fciences in your © 


mation, it is neceflary firft to underftand its 


natural tendency ; ; for we may direct the 
courfe of rivers, but not repel them to their 
fource. 
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a 
-fource. Now, to difcover the natural tens 
dency of a nation, not only muft we exa- 
mine‘its actual legiflation, but the oppofi- 
tions which may exift between the govern 
ment and prejudices, between the laws and 
habits; the re-a@tion, in fhort, which 
thefe different moving powers may produce, 
one upon the other. ‘In the prefent in- 
ftance, for example, it is important to fore- 
fee to what degree the democracy is likely to 
prevail in America, and whether the fpirit 
of that democracy tends to the equality of 
fortunes, or is confined to.the equality of 
ranks. It is. melancholy to confefs, ' that it 
is toa very great inequality in the diftri- 
bution of wealth, that the. fine arts are 
indebted for their moft. brilliant æras. 
In the time of Pericles, immenfe. trea- 
fures were concentred in Athens, unappro- 
priated to any particular purpofe ; under 
the reign of Auguftus, Rome owed her ac- 
quifition of the fine arts to. the fpoils of the 
world, if the fine arts were ever really na- 
turalized at Rome; and under that of the 
Julii and Leo the Tenth.  Ecclefaftic 
pomp and riches, puthed to the higheft 
| | | \ “point, - 
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point, gave birth to the. prodigies i that, 


famous age. But thefe epochas, fo, eles. 


brated in the hiftory. of the arts, are. either 
thofe of their birth, or of their revival 5. 


and fimilar circumftances are not neceflary, 
to maintain them in. the. flourifhing and, 


profperous {tate they. have attained, There: 
is one circumftance, however, which we 
have not yet touched upon, and which 
feems indifpenfible, as well for their pre. 
fervation, as for their eftablifhment. The 


arts, let us not doubt it, can never flourith,. | 
but where there is a great number of men. 


They muft have large cities, they muft 
have capitals. America pofleffes already 
five, which feem ready for their reception, 
which you will yourfelf name; Bofton, 
New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Charleftown. But they are fea-ports, and 
commerce, it cannot be diffembled, has 


more magnificence than tafte ; it pays, ra- 
There are 
two great queftions to refolve, whether large 


ther than encourages artilts, 


towns are ufeful. or prejudicial to America, 


—— ss he 


and. whether commercial towns fhould be 


| the capitals. FSARE it will be imagined, 
| that 
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that the firft queftion is anfwered by the 
fole refleétion, that rural life is beft fuited 
to mankind, contributing the moft to their 
happinefs, and the maintenance of virtue, 
without which there can be no happinefs. 
But it muft be remembered, that this fame 
virtue, thofe happy difpofitions, thofe peace- 
able amufements, we enjoy in the country, 
are not unfrequently acquifitions made in 
towns. If Nature be nothing for him who 
has not learnt to obferve her, Retirement is 
“fterile for the man without information: 
Now this information is to be acquired beft 
in towns. Let us not confound the man 
retired into the country, with the man edu- 
cated in the country. The former is the 
moft perfect of his fpecies, and the latter 
frequently does not merit to belong to it. 
In a word, one muft have education ; I will 
fay further, one muft have lived with acer- 
tain number of mankind to know how to 
live well in one’s own family. - To abridge 
the queftion, fhall I content myfelf with ex- 
_‘preffing to you my wifhes ? I fhould defire 
that each ftate of America, as far as it is 
practicable, had a capital to be the feat of 
Vou. il. Aa govern- 
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government, but not a commercial city. I 
fhould defire that their capital were fituated 
in the centre of the republic, fo that every 
citizen, rich enough to look after the edu 
cation of his children, and to tafte the 
pleafures of fociety, might inhabit ‘it for 
fome months of the year, without making 
it his only refidence, without renouneing 
his invaluable country feat. I fhould de- 
fire that at a {mall diftance, but more con- 
fiderable than that which feparates Cam- 
bridge from Bofton, an ‘univerfity might 
be eftablifhed, where civil and public law, 
and all the higher fciences, fhould be taught, 
in a courfe of ftudy, not to be commenced 
before the age of fourteen, and to be of 
only three years duration. I fhould defire, 
in fhort, that in this capital and its appen- 
dage, the true national {pirit might be pre-- 
ferved, like the facred fire; that is to fay,- 
that fpirit which perfetly affimilates with’ 
liberty and public happinefs. For we muft 
never flatter ourfelves with the hopes of 
modifying, after our pleafure, commercial 
| towns. Commerce i is more friendly to in- 
ic she 


L 
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dividual, than to public liberty*, it dif 


crininates not between citizens and ftran- 


À a AS CU D NT 
* T cannot here omit an anecdote which places, ina 
{trong point of view, the diftinétion between individual 
and public liberty, made by the mere merchant. Inthe 
early part of life Ifpentfomeyearsi inthecompting houfe 
of one of the moft confiderable merchants of the city 
of London, a nativé of Switzerland, for the modes 
rate premium of one thoufand guineas. This happen- 
ing to be the period of the violent unconftitutional 
proceedings againft Mr. Wilkes, the foreign mer. 
chant differing from the Englifh apprentice, entered 
with zeal intoallthe meafures of the then adminiftra. 
tion, which, though a republican by birth, he main- 
- tained with all the virulence of the tools of defpotifm. 
The American war follow ed, and this gentleman was 
no lefs active with offers of his life and fortune, from 
his compting houfe in the city, in fupport of the ar- 
bitrary views of the fame fet of men, accompanied . 
omall occafions with pofitions deftruétive of every” 
idea of public charity. But mark the difference, when 
individual liberty’ was. in queftion.— Happening todine 
with Mr. John Pringle, of Philadelphia, in 1782, the 
converfation fell on this merchant, who is at prefent 
one of the firft in the world, and fome queftions 
were afked mé refpeéting his politica my anfwers 
correfponded with what I haveabove faid of him; but, 
judge of my aftonifhment, when Mr. Pringle aflured 


me, fmiling, ‘and gave me ocwlar demonitration of 
the 
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gers. À trading town is a common recep- 
tacle, where every man:tranfports his man- 

ners, his opinions, and his habits ; ry and the 
beft are not always the moft prevalent. 
Englith, | French, Italian, all mix together, 
all lofe a little of their diftin@ive character, 
and in turn communicate a portion of it; 
fo that neither defects. nor vices appear in 
their genuine light; as, in the paintings of 
great artifts, the different tints of light are fo 
blended, as to leave no particular colour i in 
its primitive and natural ftate. 

Though it feems impoffible to Concile 
this article without fpeaking of luxury, I 
have, notwithftanding, fome reluétance to 
employ a term, the fenfe of which is not 
wellafcertained. To avoid here all ambi- 
guity, I thall confider it only as an expence, 
abufive in its relations, whether with the for- 
tune of individuals, or with their fituation. 

| : In 


Be faét, that America tee not a better friend ; pro. 
ducing, at the fame time, an invoice of a cargo of gun- 
powder fhipped by his order on joint account, for the: 
Rebels of America,-at L’Orient, by which this Mr. —, 


of London, cleared near oe 10,000 fterling! !, 1, y 3 
| TRAN SLÂTOR. 
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¥n the former cafe, the idea of luxury ap- 
proaches that of diffipation, and in ‘the lat- 
ter, that of oftentation. Let us” illuftrate 
this thought by an example—If a Dutch. 
merchant fpends his property in flowers and 
fhells, the fort of luxury into which he has 
fallen is only relative to his means, fince his 
tafte has led him further than his faculties 
would admit. But if, ina republic, a very 
wealthy citizen expends only a part of his 
fortune in building a noble palace, the 
luxury with which he is reproached, is in 
that cafe proportionable to his fituation ; it 
fhocks the public, in the fame manner as 
proud and arrogant behaviour infpires 
eftrangement and hatred. : 

We mutt do juftice to commerce, it loves 
énjoyments more than luxury ; and if we fee 
the merchant fometimes pafs the limits, it 
is rather from imitation than natural pro- 
penfity. In France and England, we fee 
fome oftentatious merchants, but the ex- 
ample is given them by the nobles. There 
is another more ridiculous, but lefs culpable 
abufe, from which commerce is not free ; 
which is, fafhion. This muft doubtlefs 

Aa 3 prevail. 
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prevail wherever there are many foreigners; 
for what is ufage amongit them becomes 
Jafhion, when they eftablith themfelves: elfe- 
where. On the other hand, the fuimerous 
correfpondencies, the intereft even ‘of the | 

merchants, which confifts in provoking; in 
exciting the tafte of the confumers, tends to 
eftablith the empire of fafhion. What ob- 

ftacle muft be oppofed to this? I propofe 
this queftion to my felf with pleafure, as it 
leads me back to the fine arts by an indirect | 
road. ‘I fhall atk, what has been heretofore 

the remedy for thofe caprices of opinion 

which have begot fo many errors, fo many 

‘revolutions? Is it not Reafon and’ Philofo- 
phy? Well then! the remedy againft the 
caprices of the fafhion is the ftudy of the - 

arts, the knowledge of abftra& beauty, 
the perfection of tafte. But, what! Do you 
hope to fix the ftandard’ of that tafte, hi- 

therto fo variable? How often has: it 
changed? How often, will it not again 

vary? Ifhall continue to anfwer‘in the 

manner of Socrates, : by interrogating 

myfelf, and I fhall fay, What, ridicu- 

fous: opinions have not prevailed inothe 

"world, 
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world, from the time of the Grecian {o- 
phifts tothe theologians of our days? Has not 
Reafon, however, begun to refumeher rights, 
and do you think, that when once recovered, 
fhe will ever lofe them ? Why are you fo un- 
reafonable as to expect that. objects do frivo- 
lous as furniture and drefs fhould attain per- 
_ fection before religion and leviflation. Let 
us never ceafe repeating, that Ignorance is 
the fource of evil, and Science that of good, 
—Alas! do you not fee that the Greeks, 
who had fome how acquired very early, 
_fuch juft notions of the arts and tafte; do 
you not fee, I fay, that they never varied in 
theirmodes? Witnefs the ftatues modelled 
‘at Rome by Grecian artifts; witnefs the no- 
ble and elegant mode of drefs {till retained 
‘by that people, though living amongft the 
“Turks... Ere altars, then, to the Fan arts, 
if you would deftroy thofe of fafhion and 
caprice, : T'afte, and learn to relifh nectar 
and ambrofia, if you are afraid of becoming 
intoxicated with common liquors. 
Perhaps, Sir, what I am about to fay 
fhould only be whifpered in yourear. Iam 
going 0: handle, a delicate fubje&, I am. 
#- venturing 
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venturing to touch the ny But be af. 
fured, that during a three years refidence i in 
America, the progrefs of the women’s drefs 
has not efcaped me. If I have enjoyed. this 
as a fecling man, if the refults of this proe 
grefs have not been viewed by me with an 
indifferent eye, my. time of life and cha 
raêter are a pledge to. you that I have ob- 
ferved them as a philofopher. Well, Sir, it 
is in this capacity I undertake their defence, 
but fo long only as things are not carried 
to an excels. The virtue of the women, 
which is more productive of happinefs, even 
forthe men, than all the enjoyments of 
vice, if there be only real pleafures arifing 
from that fource; the virtue of the women, 
I fay, has two bucklers of defence; one is 
retirement, and diftance from all danger: 
this is the hidden treafure, mentioned by 
Rochefoucault, which: is untouched,..be- 
‘caufe it is undifcovered.. The other is lof-) 
tinefs, ,a- fentiment always noble in its-re-+ 
lation to ourfelves. Let them. learn to ap-. 
preciate themfelves ; s Tet. them rife. in their 
own, eftimation, and rely on, that eftimable. 
pride. for, the preferyation of. their virtue 

as 
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as well as of their fame. They who love 
only pleafure, corrupt the fex, whom they 
convert only into an inftrument of their vo= | 
luptuoufnefs ; they who love women, ren« 
der them better by rendering them more 
amiable. But, you will fay, is it by drefs, 
and by exterior charms, that they muft 
eftablifh their empire? Yes, Sir, every wo- 
man ought to feck to pleafe; this is the 
weapon conferred on her by Nature to com 


penfate the weaknefs of her fex. With- 
out this fhe isa flave, and can a flave have 


virtues? Remember the word decus, of 
which we have formed decency; its original 
import isormament. A filthy and negligent 
woman is not decent, fhe cannot infpire 
refpect.. I have already allowed myfelf to 
exprefs my opinion by my wifhes: I defire, 
then, that all the American women may 
be well drefied ; but I have no objection to 
feeing that drefs fimple. They are not 
formed to reprefent the feverity of the le- 
giflation; neither ought they to contraft 
with it; and convey a tacit infult on that 
feverity. Gold, filver, and diamonds, 
then, ‘fhall: be banifhed from American 

drefs ; 
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drefs ; what excufe can there be for a lux- 
ury which is not: becoming? But thisan- : 
dulgence, Sir, which I have expreffed for the 
toilet of the women, I am far from allow- 
ingtothe men, lam not afraid to fay, that 
I thould have a very bad opinion of them, 
if in a country wheré there are neither eti- 
quette nor titles, nor particular diftin@tions, 
they. fhould ever give into the luxury of 
drefs; a luxury, which even the French 
have laid afide, except on marriages and 
entertainments, and which no longer exits 
any where but in Germany and Italy, where 
certainly you will not go in fearch of mo- 
dels. | sb à ian Kee 
Obferve, Sir, that we have imperceptibly 
prepared the way for the fine arts, by re- 
moving the principal obftacles which might 
be oppofed to them; for, Mf far from ren- 
dering nations vain and frivolous, they ra- 
ther tend to preferve them from thé exceflés 
of luxury, and the caprices of fafhion, they 
| can certainly be confidered neither asidan- 
! gérous’ nor prejudicial. Still, perhaps, you 
willretain fome fcruple on the article,of 
luxury; but recolle&, Sir, if you pleafe, 
the 
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the definition I have given of it, and if you 
reflect that every fortune which exceeds the 
neceflary demands, infenfibly produces fome 
fort of perfonal riches, fuch as valuable fur- 
niture, gold and filver trinkets, fumptuous 
fervices of plate, &c. you mutt perceive 
that this conftant furplus of annual income 
would be infinitely better beftowed on 
painting, fculpture, and other productions | 
of the arts, Luxury, we have faid, is often 
an abufive employ of riches, relatively to 
the condition of him who poffeffes thems 
Now, what oftentation is there in poffeffing 
a fine painting, or a handfome ftatue? Surely 
the parade of a magnificent fide-board will 
be more offenfive to the fight of an un- 
wealthy neighbour, than an elegant cabinet 
adorned with paintings. I doubt, even, 
whether the man who keeps a mufician in 
his pay, be fo much an. obje& of envy as 
him who maintains race-horfes and a pack 
of hounds. 

But let us go farther; it is not only the 
productions of the fine: arts of which I 
with to procure the poffeffion to America ; 
the fine arts. Rires muft be placed 
within 


Ye Tt Re eae 
within her bofom. If Iam defirous of her 
purchafing pictures, it. is that fhe may have 
painters; * if I encourage her to fend for 
mulicians, it is that fhe may become mu- 
fical i in her turn. Let her not apprehend 
the fate of the Romans, to whom fhe has 
the apparent pride, but the real humility 
to compare herfelf. The. Romans, fero- 
cious, unjuft, grafping from character, and 
oftentatious 


* America, in her infant flate, hae alteddy burft 
forth into the full fplendour of maturity in the im- 
mortal paintings of a Copley and a Weft, Further 
glory ftill attends her early progrefs, even in the pre- 
fent day, in a Stewart, a Trumbull and a Brown; 
nor is Peale unworthy of ranking with many mo- 
dern painters of no inconfiderable fame; ages 
may poffibly not elapfe before pofterity may apply 
to America, what Mr. Zickell has faid, fo happily, 


heretofore of the mother country, | 


See on her Zitian’s and her Guido’s urns, 

Her fallen arts forlorn Hefperia mourns ; 

While Britain wins each garland from her brow, 

Her wit and freedom firlt, her painting now. 
For wit, let me refer the reader of tafte to the 

poem of Mac Fingal, written by another Trumbull 

of Connecticut, who is juftly ftiled the American 

Fludibras. Qualis ab incepto procefferit, ac fibi conflet. 

PAL TRANSLATOR. 
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oftentatious from vanity, were able to pur- 
chafe the mafter-pieces, but not the tafte — 
of the arts. ‘The Americans proceeding i in 
general from the moft polifhed countries 
of Europe, have not to ftrip themfelves of 
any barbarous prejudices. They ought ra- 
ther to compare themfelves with the Greek 
colonies; and certainly, Syracufe, Marfeilles, 
Crotona, and Agrigentum had no reafon to 
envy the mother country. There is one 
bafe on which, all they who like you are 
equally attached to good tafte and to. your 
country, may fafely refttheir hopes. Your 
fellow citizens live, and will long continue 
to live, in the vicinity of Nature; fhe is 
continually under their hands; the is al- 
ways greatand beautiful. Letthem ftudy; © 
let them confult her, and they can never go 
aftray. Caution them only, not to build 
too much on the pedantic legiflations of 
Cambridge, of Oxford, and Edinburgh, 
which have long affumed a fort of tyranny 
in the empire of opinion, and feem only to 
have compofed a -vatt claffic ‘code. for no 
other purpofe than to keep all mankind in 
clafs, as if they were ftill children. |. 
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‘Thus, Sir, you will have the complete 


enjoyment of the fine arts ; fince you will 
yourfelves be artifts: but is it not to be 
feared, that the powerful attradtion with 
which they operate on fenfible minds, may 
divert arifing people from feveral more ufe- 
ful, though lefsagreeable Ste a lam 
far from being of that opinion ; I think, 
on the contrary, that the moft diftin Give, 
and moft peculiar advantage of America is 


that the rapid advances the is making are 
not Jaborious, that they are not due to the’ 


excefs of labour. | Every American has 
twice as much leifure in the day as an Eu- 
ropean. Neceffity alone compels our pain- 
ful efforts, and you are ftrangers to ne- 
ceffity. Befides that, your winters are long 
and rigorous, and many hours may be well 
{pared t to domeftic fociety ; this reflexion too 
is applicable only to the lower clafles of 


the ‘people. You, who live in Virginia, 


know what time is facrificed to play, to 
hunting, and the table; much more than 
is neceflary to form a Phidias or a Polycletes. 

You will infift, perhaps, and you will afk, 


whether a tafte for the arts and letters will 


not tend to render your fellow citizens effe- 
cl - minate? 
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minate? “Whether it will not render them 
frivolous and vain? Whether the national 

charaëter and manners will not neceffa- 

farily be impaired, and admitting even their 

utility, you will defire to have their early 

progrefs, at leaft, conduéted with a certain 

meafure ? I think, that you will find an 

anfwer to our prefent enquiry in’ many of 

the preceding obfervations. But it is time 

for me to eftablifh a general principle, the 

extenfive confequences of which you will 

develop better than Ican ; as long as a tafte 

Sor the arts can afimiate itfelf with rural and 
domeftic life, it will always be advantageous 

to your coun! try, and vice ver{a.——Public 

fpeétacles, gaudy affemblies, horfe-races, &c. 

drag both men and women from the cou- 

try, and infpire them with a difguft for 

it. Mufic, drawing, painting, architecture, 

attach all perfons to their homes. A harp- 

fichord is a neighbour always at command, 

who anfwers all your queftions, and never 

calumniates. ‘Three or four perfons in the 

neighbourhood join to pafs the evening to- 

gether; here is a concert ready Rat A 
young lady, in her irkfome moments, amufes- 

herfelf in 1 drawing ; when become a wife and 

' mother 
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ees, the {till draws, that fhe may inftruét. 
her children ; and here is another impor- 
tant article, of which I had hitherto taken 
no notice.—-Do you with your children to 
remain long attached to you? Be your= 
felves their teachers. Education augments’ 
and prolongs the relation that fubfifts be- © 
tween you. it adds to the confideration, the 

refpeét they entertain for you. They mutt 
long be perfuaded, that we know more than: 
them, and that he who teaches always 
knows more than the perfon to be taught. © 
In America, as in England, parents {poil 

their children when they are young, and 
they abandon them to themfelves when 
they grow up; for, in thefe two nations, 
education is neither enough attended to, 
nor fufficiently prolonged. Indulgent to 
children in their tender age, the people 
there form them into petty domeftic tyrants; 
negligent of them when they attain to ado= — 
lefcency, they convert them into ftrangers. 
_ At prefent, Sir, it feems to me, that there © 
remains no good reafon to hinder us from > 
attracting the fine arts to America. Unfor- 
tunately it is not the fame with artifts. I 


do not think I can better exprefs my good 
opinion 
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opinion of the Americans, than by declar- 
ings that they will-always incur fome rifk 


in receiving a foteigner. amongft them. 


‘The Europeans, it muft be confeffed, have! 
vices from which you are exempt, and they 
are notin general, the beft amongft them. 
who quit their country, efpecially who pafs 
the feas.. Let us however, do this juftice 
to painters, and feulptors, that the affiduity : 
of their labours, and above all that the fen- - 
_ timent «of the beautiful, that delicacy of 
tafte which they have acquired, render 
them, generally {peaking, better than other 
men.—It is different with réfpect to mufic 
_and dancing. Cuftom has thought pro- 
per to place the latter among the fine arts, 
nor do I oppote it, fince it feems to im- 
prove our exterior, ahd to give us that de- 
corum, the fource of which is the refpect . — 
of others, and of outfelves. But this apo- 
logy for the art; does not conftitute that of. 
its profeflors. Diftruft in general the maf- 
ters who come to you from Europe ; be 
diffident even’ of thofe you may yourfelves 
fend for. * It will always be much fafer not : 
to truft to chance, but to make fubfcrip- 
Vou, He be Bibi tins - 
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tions in each ftate,:in each town, to:en- 
gage artifts.to fix themfelves amongft you; 
but in this cafe apply only to. correfpon- 
dents in Europe on whom you may rely. 
The commiffion with which you.entruft 
them, ought to be facred in their eyes, 
and the fmalleft negligence on their parts, 
would be highly criminal; yet even they 
are liable to be deceived ; and as it is much 
better. to defer, even for a long time, the 
progrefs of the arts, than to make the 
flighteft ftep towards the corruption of your 
“manners, it is my. principal recommenda- 
tion to the Americans to naturalize.as much 
as poffible, all foreign artifts ; to affimilate 
and identify them with. the inhabitants 
of the country; to effec which, I fee no 
better method than by fending them huf- 
bands and proprietors ; ; act fo as to induce 
them to marry, enable them to acquire 


lands, and to become citizens... It is thus 
that by fecuring the empire of morals, you 


will ill further guard againft the effect of 
thofe national prejudices, of that difdain 
| which render foreigners fo ridiculous and 
| | ‘odious, 
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odious, and which reflet upon thé art it- 
felf, the'difguft infpiréd by the artift. 

Henceforward, Sir, let us enlarge our 
views} the fine arts are adapted to Ame- 
rica: they have already made fome progrefs 
there, they will eventually make much 
greater; no obftacle, no reafonable objec- 
tion can ftop them in their career; thefe 
‘are’points at leaft on which we are agreed. 
‘Let us now fee to what purpofes they may 
be converted by the public, the ftate, and 
the government. Here, a vait field opens 
to our fpeculation, but as it is expofed to 
every eye, I fhall fix mine on the object 
with which it has moft forcibly been ftruck. 
Récolle&, Sir, what I have faid above, re- 
lative to officers and public dignities; I 
have remarked that a jealoufy, poffibly well 
founded in itfelf, but pufhed to the extreme, 
had made honours too rate, and rewards 
too moderate amongft you.——— Call in the 
fine arts to the aid of a timid legiflation ; 3 
the latter, confers neither rank, nor perma- 
nent diftinétions; let her beftow ftatues, 
monuments and medals. Aftonifhed Eu- 
rope, in admiring a Wafhington, a Warren, 

iB a ea 
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‘a Greeny. ed a Montgomery, PRET what 
recompence! can repay their fervices; be- 
hold that recompence, worthy of them and 
of you. Let all the great towns in Ame- 
rica prefent ftatues of Wafhington, with 
this infcription : PATER, LIBERATOR, DE- 
FENSOR PATRIZÆ ; let; us fee alfo thofe of 
Hancock and of Adams, with only two words, 
PRIMI PROSCRIPTI; that of Franklin, with 
the Latin verfe infcribed in France below 
his portrait—(eRipuiT CÆLO FULMEN, 
SCEPTRUMQUE TYRANNI, Tranflator) BC. 
&c. * what. glory, would not this. reflect 
upon America! It would be found that 
fhe has already more heroes, than fhe could 
procure marble and artifts.—+{ and your 
_ public 
* This verfe is of that virtuous politician and 
good man, Mr. Turgot. The Tranflator has infert- 
ed it, as it feems by the author’s omitting it, to be 
_ of too high a flavour for the French cenfure. 4 
"TRANSLATOR, » 
+ Although it be highly: proper, to infift upon this 
fort of recompence, it may not be amifs that the 
world fhould know that Congrefs, as far. as oppor- 
tunity would admit, have nat been remi/s in beftowing 


fuch honourable rewards, which they have decreed 
in different Ne a a fuitable occafion to the 


CA 
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public halls, your curia, why fhould: not 
they. offer ‘in ‘reef, and paintings, the bat- 

Bb 3 tles 


Babe de Kaalb, ‘&e. &e. and a “marble monument, 
was voted’ by that body to the memory of my inef=, 
timable friend Montgomery, foon after his glorious 
fall, in the following words : 


Etre act from the Fonrkale a Pia | 
: Thurlday, January 26, 1776. 
“Rs The Committee appointed to confider of a pro- 
per method of paying a juft tribute of gratitude to’ 
the memory of. General Montgomery, brought 
in their report, which was as:follows : | 
6 Tt being not only: a tribute. of gratitude jiittly! 
due to the memory,of thofewhovhave peculiarly: 
diftinguifhed themfelves in the:glorious caufe of 
liberty, to perpetuate their, names by the moft’ 
durable monuments erected to, their honour, but? 
alfo greatly condufive to infpire, pofterity with” 
emulation of their illuftrious actions, 
“© Refalved, That to exprefs the veneration of the 
United Colonies for their late General, RiIcHARD 
MoNTGOMERY, and the deep fenfe they enter- 
tain of the many fi fignal and important fervices of 
that gallant officer, who, after. a. feries of fuccef- 
fes, amidft the moft difcouraging difficulties, fell 
at length in a gallant attack upon “Quebec the, 
‘capital of Canada; and to tranfmit to future ages; 
as examples truly worthy of: imitation, his patrio-. 
‘tifm, conduét, boldnefs of enterprize, infuper-. 
‘ able perfeverance, and contempt of danger and 
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tles of Bunker’s-bill, of Saratoga, of Trén~ 
ton. of Prince-town, of Monmouth, of Cow 


PEU 


cela it a monument be procured from Paris, .or 
< other part of France, with an infcripuon facred, 
«“ to his memory, and expreflive of. his amiable, 
: «© character, and heroic atchievements, and that the 
“ continental treafurers be dire€ted to advance a. 
‘¢ fum not exceeding À 300 fterling to Dr. Benja- 
‘ min Franklin, who is defired to fee this refolu: 
‘ tion properly executed, for piven’ im expence, 
«6 thereof,’ aye jh da Ok 77 

This refolve was carried into execution at. Paris 
by that ingenious artift, Mr. Caffers, fcuptor to the 
King of F rance, «under the direfion of Dr. Frank 
lin. The monument is of white marble, of the. 
moft beautiful fimplicity, and inexpreffible elegance 
with emblematical devices, and the following truly 
claffical infcription,. worthy of the modett, but great 
mind of a Franklin. | 


To THE GLORY of. 
Richard Monrcomerv, Major General 
of the Armies of the United States of America, is, 
- Slain at the Siege of Quebec > 

SR PRE: eign of December, 1775; aged 38 years, 

“WP ire academy of inferiptions and Belles lettres, 
have compofed medals for the Generals, Wathing- 
ton, Green, Gates, Morgan, &c. The State of. 
Virginia alfo fent for Monfieur Houdon the ‘ftatuary 
from” Paris to America fi ince the war exprefsly to 
take a model, in order to form the flatue of General 


% 
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pens, of Eutaw Springs? Thus would you 
perpetuate the memory of thefe glorious 

deeds ; 


Wafhington=—an example however which Congrefs 
do not think proper to follow, during the lifetime 
of the General, for reafons which may poffibly not 
be difapproved of, by the Marquis de Cheftellux, 
even in fo unexceptionable an inftance. 

, Over this monument, the Tranflator who was 
the intimate friend of this excellent young man, 
fhed an affeCtionate, tributary tear, when at Paris 
in the year 1777. He had long known and looked 
up to him with admiration, for he was deep i in the 
fecrets of his head and heart. His attachment to 
liberty was innate, and matured by a fine education, 
and a glorious underftanding. The Tranflator 
whilft he indulged his private forrow at the fight of 
this fad, though noble teftimonial of his friend’s 
tranfcendent’s virtues, felt his mind awed and over- 
whelmed with the magnitude of the event which led 
to this cataftrophe, and with refle&tions on the 
wonderful revolutions, and extraordinary difpenfa- 
tions, of human affairs.——But a few months, and 
he had feen the deceafed hero, an officer in the fer- 
vice of England, an officer too of the moft diftin- 
guifhed merit, who had fought her battles fuccefs- 
fully with the immortal Wolfe at Quebec, the very — 
fpot on which fighting under the ftandard of free 
dom, he was doomed to fall in arms againft her ; 
but a few months, and he fees his dead friend.the 
fubjeét of a monument, confecrated to his memory 
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deeds ;\\jthus. would. yousmaintainyseyen 
Fons a dong REED that national, lipides 


A£ 


by the united voice of a freé people, and his mont: 


ment, and his fame, as a viétim to t ranny, and 3 
champion: of. freedom) configned to’ be celebrated 
by an enflaved people, againft whom he had often 
fought in defence of the fame caufe, in. which he 
facrificed his fife. There is a ‘remarkable circum- 


* ftance conneéted. with his fall, ‘which merits to be 


recorded. One of General Montgomery’ s Aides. de 
Camp, was Mr. Macpherfon, a moft promifing ) young 


man, whofe father refided at Philadelphia and was 


greatly diftinguithed i in priv atecring in the war of 1 I 7 7 56. 


This gentleman had a brother in the 16th regiment, 
in the Britifh fervice, at the time of Montgomery’ $ 


expedition into Canada, and who was as violent 
in favour of the Englith government, as this ee: 
neral’s Aide de Camp. was enthufiaftic in, the 
caufe of America ; the latter had accompanied 
his General a day or two previous to the attack in 
which they both loft their lives, to view and medi- 
tate on the fpot where Wolfe had fallen on his 
return, he found a letter from his brother thé En- 


glith officer full of: the bittereft reproaches againft. 
| him for having entered into the American feryice, . 
and containing a pretty direét with, that if he would, 


not abandon i it, he might meet with the deferved 
fate of À rebel. ‘Fhe Aide de Camp immediately rer 
turned 1 him an anfwer full of ftrong reafoning 1 in de 
fence ot his. conduét, but byr no means attempting 


f 
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fo. neceffary to the prefervation of ‘liberty s 
and youmight, without alarming eyen' that 
liberty, lavith. ROWALG equal ¢ to a he fhorifices 
the. has received. * 4 
It would be. i injurious, Sir £0 you aid 
to your country, to infift longer on thefe 
Bee Onsiy my attention 1s ere by à 


. freth 


to fhake the CRE principles of his brother, and 
not'onlÿ free from acrimony, but full'of expreffions 
of tendernefs and affeétion; this letter he dated, 

‘¢ from the fpot where Wolfe loft his life, in fights 
ing the caufe af England, in friend/hip with Amex 
rica.” "This letter had fearcely reached the officer at 
New York, before it was followed by the news of 
his brother’ s death. The effect was inftantançous, 
nature, and perhaps reafon prevailed; a thoufand, 

not unworthy fentiments rufhed upon his diftref- 
fed mind; he quitted the Englith fervice, entered 
into that of America, and fought every occafion of 

diftingutthing himfelf'in her fervice | | 

| TRANSLATOR. 

Mr Trumbull fon to FOR Act ‘Trumbull of 
Conneéticut, who was imprifoned in England as a 
traitor, whilft he was ftudying painting: ‘under Mr, 

Weft, is now at Paris refiding with Mr. Jefferfon, 
and has finifhed two capital piétures of the death, 
of Warren and Montgomery. “They are efteemed chef 
d'eœuvres by all the cofinoiffeurs in this fublime — 
art, ate ah Be TRANSLATOR, | 
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frefh object, but I fhould regard it alfo as 


an offence, to entertain an idea that it is 


neceffary to call the attention of America 
to this object, you are defirous that the pro-- 
grefs of the {ciences alfo fhould enter into. 
your deliberations. ‘It is poffible not to: 


forefee their progrefs in a country already 
fo celebrated for its academies, and univer- 
fities, which rival thofe of the old world; 
for its learned men; I will go further, for 


its men of diftinguifhed genius, whofe 
names alone will mark famous epochas in 
thé hiftory of the human mind * Doubt 


* Mr. Jefferfon in anfwer to a prejudiced remark 
of the Abbe Raynal, who fays, ‘ on doit être etoné 
‘* que P Amerique noit pas encore produit un bon 
¢¢ poéte, un habile mathematicien, un homme de 
‘ genie dans un feul art, ou une feule fcience.” 
Mr. Jefferfon, amidft abundance of good reafoning, 
fays in anfwer, ‘ In war we have a /Va/bington, 


«© whofe memory will be adored while liberty fhall. 


46 have votaries, whofe name will triumph over time 
‘6 and will in future ages affume its juft ftation 


‘ among the moit celebrated worthies of the world: 
6 when that wretched philofophy fhall be forgotten 


‘© whick*would have. arranged him among the de» 
‘¢ generacies of mankind, (fee Buffon’s fyftem: re- 
s* {peGting animalsin America,) In phyfics wehave 


NORTH-AMERICA. 349: 


not, Sir, that America will render herfelf 
illuftrious by the fciences, as wellas by 
her arms, and government ; and if the at= 
tention of the philofopher be ftill neceflary’ 
to watch over them, it is lefs to accelerate’ 
than to remove the obftacles which might. 
poffibly retard their progrefs. Let the uni- 
verfities, pH too dogmatical, always too 

exclufive, 


“ M a Franklin, than whom no one of the 
se prefent age has made more important difcoveries» 
‘© nor has enriched philofophy with more, or more 
‘© ingenious folutions of the phoenomena of Nature. 
‘© We have fuppofed Mr. Rittenhoufe fecond to no 
‘ aftronomer living: that in gemius he muft be the 
‘* firft, becaufe he is felftaught. Asan artift he has 
‘ exhibited as great a proof of mechanical genius as 
‘ the world has ever produced. He has not, indeeds — 
, made a world ; but he has by imitation approached 
** nearer its Maker than any man who has lived from 
# the creation to this day, &c. &c.”.. There are va- 
ious ways, Mr. Jefferfon adds, of keeping truth 
out of fight. Mr. Rittenhoufe’s model of the pla. 
netary fyftem has the plagiary appellation of an or- 
rery ; and the quadrant, invented by Godfrey, an Ame= 
ricanalfo, and with the aid of which, the European 
nations traverfe the globe, is called Hadley’s qua- 
drant.-Thus too, the Tranflator adds, is the great 
Columbus robbed of the honour of giving his name to 
America ! air TRANSLATOR, | 


— 
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dioiies *be. charged | only to. (ufr good. 
fcholars; and leave to an unreftrained phi- 
lofophy'the care of forming good men. In 
England, the univerfities have laboured. to 
deftroy fcepticifim, and from that period 
philofophy: has been vifibly on the decline, : 
it feems as. if the Englifh, in every thing, 
with only for a half liberty. Leave owls. 
and bats) to flutter in the doubtful perfpi- 
cuity of a feeble’ twilight ; the American 
eagle fhould fix‘her eyes upon ‘the fun, No- | 
thing proves to me that it is not good ye 
know the truth, and what has error hither- 
to produced ?—the mifery of the world. | 
“AS for academies, they will always be 
ufefal, “whilft pee, are very numer- 
ous. An academican is a fenator of the. 
republic of letters ; he takes an oath toad- > 
vance nothing he cannot prove ; ; he confe- 
crates his life to truth, with a promife to 
facrifice to it, even his felf-love. Such! men | 
cannot be numerous; fuch men ought not 
tobe thrown into ru by aflociates 
unworthy’ of ‘them!’ But if academical 
principles tend to make fcience auftere and 
i eae the encouragements propofed 
Lis to 
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to the public ought to excite every mind, 
and furnifh a free channel for opinion.’ Of 
this nature are prizes propofed by the aca- 
demies ; it is by their means that the act 
tivity of men’s minds is direéted towards the 
mott ufeful objects ; it is to them that firft 
efforts are indebted for celebrity ; it is by © 
them alfo the young man thirfting for 
glory is difpenfed with fighing long after 
“her firft favours. The more the fciences 
approach perfection, the more rare do dif: 
coveries become; but America has the 
fame advantage in the learned world, as in 
that which .conftitutes our refidence.. The 
extent of her empire fubmits to her obfer- 
vation a large portion of heaven and earth. 
What obfervations may not be made be- 
tween Penobfcot and Savannah ? between 
the lakes and the ocean? Natural. hiftory 
and aftronomy are her peculiar appendages, 

and the firft of thefe fciences at leaft, igs 
fufceptible of great improvement. | 
Morals are a branch of philofophy lately 
‘in great repute. As for.myfelf, it appears 
that wherever the legiflation is good, mo- 
vals are already formed ; and where the le- 
giflation 
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giflation is defeétive, I La bi AE the ufe of 
morals.) It is in this cafe in general, as with 
health; little attention is paid to it until it 
be loft. Moralifts too, are like phyficians 
and apothecaries, whom a good regimen 
would render ufelefs, and who not unfre- 
quently ferve but to amufe our anxiety, and 
to treat our imagination, Prefervé a good 
‘government, render the people mild and — 
fenfible, and they will as Ar for 
themfelves. br 
With refped to religion, its REP aie 
end, conceal it from our obfervations : as 
it confiders not the relations of men with 
each other, but their connection with God 
alone, its influence ought to be internal and 
perfonal ; and whenever it extends further, 
‘itis invariably at the expence of public 
order. I cannot, therefore, but congratu- 
late America on being the only country pof- 
feffing true toleration, which has not only 
triumphed over fuperftition, but which 
makes even the enemiesof fuperftition blufh 
at the ignominious compromifes, they have 
made with her. But that:none-of thofe ob- 
jeds which intereft you, Sir, may pafs be- 
"HAOTE 
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fore our! eyes without inducing :fome re- 
flections, I. fhall allow. myfelf to'make one, 
which, I truft, will meet with indulgence 
from a philofopher. 

All the religions eftablifhed in | 
agree in one very important point; they 
profcribe all fuperftition, all dependence on 
any external power; but they agree alfo in 
a practice which feems to me to have no ne- 
ceflary connection with the Proteftant tenets. 
I mean the extreme feverity with which 
they obferve the Sunday... This day is con- 
fecrated to divine worfhip : be it fo; butit 
is alfo confecrated to reft, and what is this 
repofe without gaiety, without relaxation ? 
I venture to fay, that in America, you nei- 
ther know the pain of labour, nor the plea- 
fure of repofe, what a gloomy filence reigns 
in all your towns on Sunday | a ftranger 
would imagine that fome epidemic, or 
plague, had obliged every one to confine 
himfelf at home Sventraipert yourfelf to 

_ Europe, 


* Whilft I was at Bofton, in 1782, there were 
violent debates in the affembly, and the fenate, re- 
fpecting the duration of the Sabbath—one party, were 
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Europe, and efpecially.. to à Catholic coun- 

trys behold, on the fame day; when divine 

fervice is over, the people Setouings the 
_. fquares,. 


for having it, POUR of fx Ad thirty ‘hours, LAN 
mencing at fix o’clock on the Saturday evening, whilft 
the others infifted on abridging it to eighteen, reckon+~ 
ing from the midnight of Saturday, and finifhing at - 
fix on the Sunday evening ;_ the former propofition. 
pañled the aflembly where the country intereft pre- 
vailed, but was thrown out in the fenate by the pre- 
dominant intereft of the merchants,. aided by good 
fenfe, and the palpable abfurdity of fuch a regulation 
in.a commercial country abounding with ftrangers. 
Mr. Cobbet, a very fenfible man, and a rich mer- 
chant of Beverley, diftinguifhed himfelf on this oc- 
cafion by a fpeech full of eloquence and wit.’ “As far 
as my memory ferves me, the fabbath is at length 
wifely limited to eighteen hours, I fay wifely, for 
not even travelling is permitted on a Sunday in the 
New England States, infomuch that you are at every 
inftant liable to be ftopped by force, and carried by’ 
the deacons before a magiftrate, who inflicts a fine,» 
and puts an end to your journey for the day. This: 
ridiculous and unmeaning aufterity will probably be | 
fome day put an end to, by the fatal exit of one fs 
thefe bigotted officers of the church tribunal, who 
may poffibly be miftaken by fome fturdy traveller, . 
orftranger, by feizing his horfe by the bridle, fora 
knight of the pad; for, pleafantry apart, this is by no 
means an improbable prediétion, TRANSLATOR. 
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Yquares, and public walks, and ‘hurrying in 
crouds towards the fuburbs, towatds the 
neighbouring villages, where a thoufand 
taverns are open to receive them; every 
where your ear 18 faluted with fongs, and 
inftrumental mufic ; every where your eyes 
are -entertained with gay and animated 
dances. It is a truly affecting fpettacle to 
fee the artizan prefling towards the Guin- 
guettes, or houfes of entertainment ; under 
one arm he holds his wife, dreftin her beft | 
array, the other ferves him to carry the 
youngeft of his children, whilft the re: 
maining one, who is able to walk, faftens 
on his mother’s hand, and ftrives to follow 
her; this whole family are going to rejoice 
together. Ifthe wine gives rife to fome 
quarrels, they are appeafed by the women, 
who prevent that excefs of drinking to 
which men are but too fubje& ; the family 
drink and dance amongft themfelves, and 
this happy day frequently encroaches on the 
night, and always terminates too. foon. In 
- America, it is the reverfe ; as there i is no- 
thing but idlenefs without the refource of 
either fport or dance, the fexes feparate, the 

Vou. ie women, 
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women at a lofs what to ad with their fine 
~ drefs, which has fhone only at the church 
or meeting, fall into,a ftate of wretched 
liftleffnefs, which is only to be diverted by 
frivolous difcourfe, and fcandal ; whilftthe 
men, Wearied with reading the bible. to 
their children, affemble round a bowl, not 
prepared by joy, and at the bottom of which 
they: find morning, but ftapid intoxica- 
tion: , 
I Know not, Sir, phish ‘lias 1 MA 
principle be that of a philofopher, or only 
of a Frenchman; but I am of opinion that - 
every amufement which feparates the wo- 
men from the men, is contrary to the wel- 
fare of fociety, is calculated to:render one 
of the fexes clownith, and the other. flo- 
: venly, and to deftroy, in thort; that fenfi- 
bility, the’ fource of which Nature: has 
placed in the intercourfe between the fexes. 
Weigh thefe reflections, Sir, which are 
not fo frivolous, perhaps, as they appear. 
Happinefs is only compofed of enjoyments ; 
now, Sundays make the feventh part.of our 
lives, and if you deduct from the people 
their days of extraordinary labour, you will 
LA 4 ice 
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fee that they conftitute the half of our beft 
time. Make happy days, then, of Sun- 
days, give them to America, and you will 
have confetred on them an ineftimable pre- 
feng ia a Im | 

Ro atftions APR EbanS On 
the day of repofe which fucceeds to labour, 
feem to apprize me that mine is at an td: 
May it not appear longer to you, than it 
has to myfelf, and may you, after beftow- 
ing on me fome moments of attention, not 
feel too fenfibly the want of that diffipation 
T have juft been extolling. Recognize at 
Jeaft, Sir, in this feeble eflay, my devotion 
to your will, and’ the fincere attachment 
with which 1 have the honour to be, &c. 

On board the, frigate T/Emeraude, in the Bay of 
Chefapeak, the 12th of January, 1783. 
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Defeription’ LA the Natural Bridge, called th 
Virginia, ir ie aR 


Ah 
AN my return from hd “journey. in 


Upper Virginia, I regretted not hav- 
ing been able to take the dimenfions of the 
Natural Bridge. I was anxious. that fome 
perfon, who was at once a deGioner. and 
geometrician, fhould undertake an expedi- 
tion to the Apalachians for that fole object, 
and that he fhould be provided with the in- 
ftruments neceffary for accomplifhing it 
with aecuracy.. Noman was more capable 
of this than the Baron de Turpin, Captain 
in the royal corps of Genie; for in him were 
united all thofe branches of Knowledge, 
which are carried to fo great a height in the 
corps to which he belongs, with the talent 
of defigning with as much facility as pre- 
cifion; befides which, he was well enough 
acquainted with the Englifh language to 
difpenfe with an interpreter. I propofed, 
therefore, to the Comte de Rochambeau, 
to charge him with this commiffion, which 

I was confident he would acquit with plea- 
| ’ fure. 
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fure. The General thought that it would 
be rendering a frefh fervice to the Ameri- 
cans, to make them acquainted with one of 
the wonders which render their country ce- 
lebrated, and that it would be pleafant 
enough for Frenchmen tobe the firft to give 
them a precife idea and a corre€t plan of it *. 
The Baron de Turpin fet out, therefore, in 


Ce 3 the 


* Sointerefting an object could not efcape the cu- 
riofity and obfervations of Mr. TFefferfon +. He had 
meafured the heighth and breadth of the natural 
bridge, of which he fpeaksin an excellent memoir 
compofed in £781, a few copies of which he printed 
laft yearunder the modeft title of Notes upon Virginia, 
or rather without any title, for this work has never 
been made public. We hope, however, the preci-~ 
ous documents on natural philofophy, as well as po- 
litics, contained in that work, will not be loft to the 


+ The following is Mr, JEFFERSON’s account of the Natural 
Bridge alluded 'to-in this note, which F am happy in being able” 
to lay before the reader. | 
€ The Natural Bridge, the moft fublime of Nature’s:works, is 

< on the afcent of a hill, which féems to have been eloven thro. 

‘* its length by fome great convulfion. The fiffure, juft at the 

“« bridge, is by fome admeafurements 270 feet deep, by others only 

6 205. It is about 4s feet wide at the bottom, and’90 feet at the 

“© top; this of courfe detérmines the length of the bridge, and its 

‘6 height from the water. Its breadth in the middle is about 60 

“6: feet, but more at the ends, and'the thicknefs of the mafs at the 

‘6, fummit of the arch, about 40 feet. A part of this thicknefs is, : 

# conftituted by a coat of earth, which gives.growth tomany large 
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the beginning of May,! and in three weeks 
brought me back five-plans, *three of which. 

aM: SRE OY ae 
public. A well known ah ‘of letters Ÿ “has made 
ufe of them, and we recommend the perufal of a 
work, which will fpeedily make its appearance under. 
the title of Ob/ervations on Virginia. 


“ trees. The refidue, with the hill on both fides, is one folid rock 
« of limeftone. The arch approaches the femi-elliptical form 5 
‘ but the larger axis of the elipfes, which would be the cord of 
‘€ the arch, is many times longer than the tranfverfe. “Though’'the 
<¢ fides of the bridge are provided in fome parts with a parapet of 
“© fixed rocks, yet few men have refolution to walk to them, and 
“ look over into the abyfs. You involuntarily fall on your hands, 
‘€ and feet, creepto the parapet, and look over it. Looking, down 

“€ from this height about a minute, gave me a violent Dead-ach» 
‘6 If the view from the top be painful and intolerable, that from 
‘below is delightful in the extreme, It is impoffible for the 
‘6 emotions arifing from the fublime to be felt beyond what they 
‘ are here: on the fight of fo beautiful an arch, fo elevated, fo 
“ light, and fpringing as it were up to heaven, the rapture of the 
me {pe€tator is really indefcribable ! The fiffure continuing nar- 
“<< row, deep, and ftreight for a confiderable diftance above and be- 
€ low the bridge, opens a fhort but very pleafing view of the — 
North Mountain on one fide, and Blue Ridge on the other, at 
«© the diftance each of them of about five miles. This bridge is in 
“ the county of Rockbridge, to which it has given name, and affords 
‘ a public and commodious paflage over a valley, which eannot, 
‘ be crofled elfewhere for a confiderable diftance. The ftream 
ee paffing under it is called Cedar Creek. It is a water of James | 
€ river, and fufficient, in the drieft feafons, to turn à grift mill, | 
ge though i its fountain i is not more than two miles above. ae t. 
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+ Monfeur De Meunier, in his new article of Etats Unis in the: 
Jatt Livraifin of La Nouvelle Encyclopedie, and the Abbe de Morlaix, 
- who is tranflatingtheminto French, TRANSLATOR. 


NORTH-AME RICA. 301 


are engraved and annexed) to this work. 
Two of them prefent perfpectives, taken from 
the two fides of the Natural Bridge, and 
from the bottom of the valley from whence 
it {prings. - The third is a bird’s-eye view, 
and reprefents a part of the country in which 
itis. '[he-two others being only fuppofed 
fections of this bridge where it holds by the 
bank, and which may be confidered as its 
abutment, I have not thought proper to 
have engraved, to avoid multiplying the 
plates neceflary to be given with this work. 
As tothe dimenfions, they are as follows, — 
as given me by M. de Turpin: 
The Natural Bridge forms an arch of ) 
fifteen toifes (fix feet Englifh} in length, 
of that fpecies we denominate he: Cow’s: 
Horn: the chord of this arch is feventeen 
toifes at the head of Amont, and nine at that 
of. Aval, and the right arch is the fegment 
of an ellipfe, fo flat that the fmall axis 
is only a twelfth of the large one. The 
mafs of rock and {tone which loads this — 
arch isi forty-nine fect folid on the key of 
the great centre, and thirty-feven ‘on that’: 
of the {mall one ;, and as, we find about the 
| fame 
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fame difference in taking the level of the 
hill, it may befuppofed that the roof is ona 
level, the whole length of the key. Itis . 
proper to obferve, ‘that the live rock con- 
tinues alfo the whole thicknefs of the arch, 
and that on the oppofite fide it is only 25 
feet wide, in its greateft breadth, and be- 


-comes gradually narrower. 


‘¢ Thewhole arch feems to be formed of 
one and the fame ftone, for the joints which 
one remarks at the head of mont, are the 
effect of lightning, which ftruck this part 
in 1779 ; the other head has not the fmalleft 
vein, and the iztrados is fo fmooth, that 
the martins, which fly round it in great 


numbers, cannot faften on it *. The 


abutments, which have a gentle flope, 
are entire; and, without being abfolute 
planes, have all the polifh which a current 
of water would give to unhewn ftone in a 
certain time. The four rocks adjacent to 


the abutments feem to be perfectly homo- 


geneous, and to have a very trifling flope, 
The. two. rocks on the right bank of the ri- 
2 | vulet 


# 


©" # See at the end of this article a note, which was 
‘too long to be inferted under the text. 
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vulet are 200 feet high above’ the furface of 
the water, the intrados of the archirgo, and 
the two rocks on the left bank 180. | 

«If we confider this bridge fimply as a 
picturefque object, we are ftruck with the 
majefty* with which it towers in the val- 
ley. The white oaks, which grow upon it, 
feem to rear their lofty fummits to the 
clouds; whilft the fame trees, which border 
on the rivulet, appear like fhrubs. As for 
the naturalift, he muft content himfelf with 
fuch obfervations as may guide a more hardy 
philofopher to form fome probable conjec- 
ture on the hit of this sth any, 
mais. 

From every part of the arch, and of 
its fupporters, cubic pieces of three or four. 
lines dimenfion were taken, and placed fuc- 
ceffively in the fame aqua fortis ; the former 
were diflolved in lefs than half an hour ; 
the others required more time,” but this 
muft be attributed to the diminution of 
ftrength of the aqua fortis, which loft its 
activity in proportion as it became fatu- 
rated. 

We Fe that thefe rocks being of a Ss 

careous 
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careous nature, exclude every idea of a vol- 
cano, which befides cannot be. reconciled 
- with the form.of the bridge and its.adja- 
cent parts. . If it be fuppofed that, this afto- 
nifhing arch is the ‘effe& of a current of 
water, we muft fuppofe likewife that this 


current has had the. force to break down, 


and carry toa great diftance, a mafs of 5000 
cubic fathoms, for. there remains not: the 
flighteft trace of, fuch an operation. -The 
blocks found under the arch, and a little be- 


low. it, have their interior pofitions marked. 


on, the collateral pendants, on the fide of 
Aual, and.ate occafioned by no other demo- 
lition than that of the bridge itfelf, which 
is faid,to have beem one third wider. 

:66, The excavation:of eight or ten inches, 
formed in) the pied droit, or fupporter, on 
the left, bank of the ftream, under the {pring 
of. the arch, lengthens it into the formof a 
_crow’s-beak.. This decay, and fome other 
parts which. are blown up, give reafon to 


prefume that this furprizing edifice will one: 


day: become a victim, of that time which 
has deftroyed fo many others.” 


ehiayaneer ofits Such: 


- 
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Such are the obfervations, the Baron de 

Turpin brought back with him, and with 
_which he was-pleafed to favour me. As 
their accuracy may be relied on, perhaps it 
would be fufficient to tranfcribe them here, 
and leave the reader to exercife his dhowghiea | 
on the caufes which could produce this fort 
of prodigy. This was in faét the refolution 
Thad taken, when, abandoned to my own 
powers, of which I was juftly diffident, I was. 
writing at Williamfburgh, and for myfelf 
alone, the Journal of my late expeditions 
A Spanifh work, however, which fell into 
my hands, confirmed me in: the opinion. E 
at firft had entertained, that it was to the 
labour only of the Creator that we owe the 
magnificent conftruction of the, Natural 
Bridge. The opinion of the Count de 
Buffon, whom I have fince confulted, has 
left me no doubt upon the fubjeët, His: 
fublimeconceptions'of'the different epochs! 
of nature fhould have been fufficient to put 
me in the way ; but the difciple, who: 
knows how to do juftice to himfelf, is timid,. 
even in the application of his mafter’s 
principles But, whoever has travelled in 

) America, 
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America, becomés 4 witnefs entitled to 


depofe in favour of that genius whofe ora- 


cles frequently meet with too many op- 
pofers. “If it be neceflary to juftify what 


the Montefquieus, the Humes, the Vol- __ 


taires ‘have faid on the fatal effets’ hereto- 


fore produced by fuperftition, by ignorance, 


and ‘prejudice, we might fill, in furveying 
Europe, find whole ‘nations which’ would 
prefent to us the picture of what we were 
300 yearsago. Nations, which are, fo to 


{peak, the cotemporaries of paft ages, and 


the truth of hiftorical faéts would be de- 
monftrated by thofe to which we ourfelves 
are witnefles. It is the fame in America 
with refpeét to the epoch of N ature, and all 
the documents of ‘natural hiftory. In vi- 


fiting this part of the world, you think 


yourfelf removed back a whole epoch; the 
lower grounds, the plains are watered by 
fuch large rivers, and interfeéted by fo many 
creeks ; the coafts are fo frequently divided 
by gulphs, and arms of the fea, which 


feem to condu the waves to the very heart: 


of the country, and to the very foot of the 


mountains, that it is impoflible not to be. 


perfuaded 


—— eee 
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perfuadéd that all this part of the Conti- 
nent is not of new creation, and produced 
entirely by fucceflive ebbings of the water. 
On the other hand, if we obferve that al] 
the high mountains form long chains pa- 
rallel with each other, and ‘almoft in a di- 
rection North and South’; that the greateft 
“part of the rivers, which fall into’ the ocean, 
take their origin in the narrow vallies which 
feparate thefe mountains, and that after fol- 
lowing their dire&tion for a confiderable 
fpace, : they turn fuddenly towards the Eaft, 
pierce the mountains, and at length reach 
_the fea, acquiring magnitude as they pro- 
ceed ; we fhall be apt to think ourfelves, if 
not contemporaries, at leaft not far removed. 
from that epoch of Nature, when the waters 
collected to an extraordinary height in hol- 
low vallies, were ftriving to break down 
their dykes, {till uncertain of the means to 
.be adopted’ for making their efcape; we 
fhall be led to think that the motion of the 
earth on its axis, or the wefterly winds, 
which in North America correfpond with 
the trade winds of the Tropics, and of 
which er are PRES the effect, have at 

length 
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length determined the motion of the waters 
towards the Eaft, In which cafe, oné of 
thefe two circumftances might happen’! €i- 
ther that the waters having ‘exceeded the 
heights: of the taf lofty fumimits which 
oppofed. their paflage, formed a fort of 
gutters,’ by which the fuperfluity efcaped ; 
or that unable to attain’ the'height of thefe 
mountains, they met with Lome fofter parts. 
of the greater mafs itfelf, which they firft 
fapped, and then entirely penetrated. In 
the firft cafe, if the declivity was very fteép, 
‘and the rock which ferved by way of apron 
was very hard, they would form a catarad, 
but where the declivity was lefs rapid, and 
the foil lefs compact, the waters not only 
will have formed the gutter which ferved 
them as a paflage, but have overthrown. 
and hurried along ‘with them the lands, 
forming them into long g/acis, which would 
lofe themfelves finally inthe plains. Thus 
Hudfon’s River, the Delaware, the Potow- 
mack, James River, ahd many others, have 
“opened ways for themfelves to the fea, by 
piercing the mountains at angles, more or 
lef SAPRIOPMINE to right angles, and form- 
| | ing, 


& ! 
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ing, more or lefs; fpacious vallies,iy:In the 
fecond cafe, the waters unable to pafs.the ” 
mountains, unlefs below. their fummits, 
mutt have left. above them a fort of calotte, 
or arch, fimilar to that ofthe Natural Bridge, 
But how. many chances are there,, both that 
thefe arches muft fall down after a:certain 
time, efpecially when the beds of the rivers 
becoming deeper and deeper, the burthen 
becomes too. weighty, and. they have loft 
their bafes!* 


* Mr. Fefferfon, in his excellent Notes on Virginia, 
feems to lean to the fyftem of Buffon, in the fol- 
_ lowing fublime and animated defcription : 

‘¢ The courfes of the (following) great rivers of 
‘6 Virginia, fays he; are at right angles with the 
* Jong chain of mountains, known in the European 
‘* maps by the name of the Apalachian Mountains. 
‘t James and Potama penetrate through all the 
«¢ ridges of mountains eaftward, of the Alleghaney. 
«¢ That is, broken by no watercourfe, it is in fact 
“ the fpine of the country between the Atlantic on 
‘ one fide, and the Miffifippi and St, Laurence 
‘on the other. The paflages of the Patowmac 
“ through the Blue Ridge is pevhaps one of the 
‘ moft ftupendous fcenes in nature ; you ftand on 
‘a very high point of land, On your right comes 
‘ up the Shenandoah, having ranged along-the foot 

‘6 of the mountains anvhundred: miles to, feek a 
| | ‘* vent, 


% 
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Do we-ftill doubt of the roll of 
’ this hypothefs ? > Do we wifh:for:moré 
| ftriking 


« vent. On your left approaches the Patowmac, 
“ in queft of a paffage alfo. In the moment of 
« their junction they rufh together againit the 
ce mountain, rend it afunder, ‘and ‘pafs off to the 
“fea, The firft glance of this fcene hurries our 
“ fenfes into the opinion that this earth had been 
é created in time, that the mountains were formed 
“ firft, that the rivers began to flow afterwards, that 
‘ in this place particularly they have been ‘dammed 
“up by the Blue Ridge of mountains, and have 
as > Aipire> an ocean which filled the whole valley ; 
6 that continuing to rife, they have at length broken 
‘ over at this fpot, and have torn the mountain 
“ down from its fummit to its bafe. The piles of 
‘ rock on each hand, but particularly on the She- 
‘ nandoah, the evident marks of their difrupture 
‘ evulfion from their ‘beds, ‘by: the moft powerful 
‘ agents of Nature, corroborate the impreffion, 
¢ But the diftant finifhing which Nature has given 
‘€ to the picture, is ofa very different charaëter. It 
“ js atruecontraft to the fore ground. Itis as placid, 
«¢ and delightful as that is wild and tremendous. 
‘ For the mountain being cloven afunder, fhe pre- 
«© fents to your eye, through the cleft, a fmall catch 
*¢_ of fmooth blue horizon, at an infinite diftance in 
“the plain country, inviting you, as it were, from 
‘ the riot and tumult roaring around, to pafs through 
** the ice ipo and partake of the calm below. Here 

‘6 ‘the 
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ftriking tokens, more evident: traces of the 
operation of the waters, let us continue to 


se 


66 


6 


L 


the eye ultimately compofes itfelf; and that way 
too the road happens attually to lead. Youcrofs 
the Patowmac above the junétion, pafs along its - 


fide through the bafe of the mountain for three 


miles, its terrible precipices hanging in fragments 
over you, and within about twenty miles reach Fre- 
deric Town, and the finecountry roundit. This 
fcene is worth a voyage acrofs the Atlantic. Yet 
here,» as in the neighbourhood of the Natural 
Bridge, are people who have paffed their lives. 


£ within half a dozen miles, and have never been to 


furvey thefe monuments of a war between rivers 
and mountains, We muft have fhaken the je 
itfelf to'its centre.’ ro 


Mr. Charles Thompfon, Secretary to Congrefs, : in 


an Appendix to Mr. Jefferfon’s work, adds the fol- 
lowing remarks on the: fame fubjeét. The reader 
will pardon, [am confident, the length of thefe ex- 
tratts from a work fo highly’ interefting, and which 


is 
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not yet given to the public. 

The reflections,” fays Mr. Thompfon, ‘€ ian 
led into on viewing this paflage of the Patowmac 
through the Blue Ridge were, that this country 
muit have fuffered fome violent convulfion, and . 
that the face of it muft have been changed from 
what it was probably fome centuries ago: that the 
broken and ragged faces of the mountain on each 
fide the river, the tremendous rocks which are left 
with one end fixed i in the precipice, and the others 


VoL. IL ab Did : travel 


402 T RAR ETS SR NE, 


travel in Arnerica ; let us go into the vici- 
nity of the Ohio, on the banks of the ri 


vee 


a 


‘6. jutting out, and feemingly ready-to fall for want 


“of fupport; the bed ofthe river: for feveral miles 
“& below obftru&ted and filled with the loofe ftones 
‘6 carried from this mound ; in fhort, every thing. on 
< which you caft your eye,! evidently demonftrates:a 
& difrupture and breach 1 in the mountain, and that; 
sé before this happened, what is now a fruitful. vale 
“© was formerly a great lake, or collection of water; 


*« which poffibly might have here formed a mighty 
*¢ cafcade, orhad its ventto the ocean: by the Su 
‘ quehanna, where the Blue Ridge feems to termi: 


‘* nate. Befides this, there are other parts of this 
** country which bear evident traces of a like conval- 
se fon. . Frori the beft.accounts I have been able to 
‘* obtain, the place where the Delaware now flows 
** through the Kittatinny mountain, which is a con- 
‘¢ ¢inaation of what is called the North. Ridge or 
6 Mountain, was not its original courfe, but that it 
‘* paffed through what is now called, ‘* Fhe Wind 
«© Gap,” a place feveral miles to the Weftward, and 
‘6 above an hundred feet higher than the prefent bed 
# of the river. This Wind Gap is about a mile 


RAA broad, and'the ftones in it. fuch.as feem to have-~ 
, been wafhed for ages by water running over them. 
6 Should this have been: the’ cafe, there muft have 
been a large lake behind that mountain, and by 


€ fome uncommon: {well of the waters, or. by. fome 
gs conyulfion of Nature, the river muft haye-opened 
# 


ET 
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ver’ Kentucké $ 3; -we may there oblerve y what 
follows, or rather what the-recent hiftorian 
| D d 2 of 


its way through à différent part of the mountain, 
** and meeting there with lefs obitruction, ie. 
away with it-the oppofing mounds of earth; and 
deluged the country below with the immenfe col- 
<¢ JeGtion of waters to which this pañage gave vént. 
& There are fill, remaining, and daily difeoveteds 
innumerable inftances of fuch a delugé on ‘both 
‘< fides of the river; after it pañled the hills above the 
falls of ‘Trenton, and’ teached the Champaign. 
<< On the New Jerfey fide, which is flatter than the 
| Penfylvania fide, allthe country below Crefiwick 
“ hills feems to have been overflowed to the diftance 
<¢ of from ten to fifteen miles back from the river, 
and to have acquired a new foil by the earth and 
clay brought down and mixed with the native fand. 
* The fpot on which Philadelphia flands evident. 
& ly appears to be made: round. The différent 
| {trata through which they pafs in digging to wa- 
ter, the acorns, leaves, and fometimes branchés’ 
é which are found above twenty feet below the fur- 
be face, all feem to demonftrate this f. Tam ine 
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+ Fro an accurate ‘topostaphical ‘obfervation ae the’ moun= 
‘tainous parts of England, and other countries, on thefé princi- 
“ples, might we not be able to folve various phoenomena whith 
‘ prefent themfelves in the;plains bordering upon rivers, thatisto 
-fay, within reach of fuch a fuppofed overflow of «waters ; the 
rquantity of large folid oak timber, for example, found i in Walken 
Colliery near Newcaftle, on the banks. of the river Tyne, at the. 
“prodigions ‘depth of 220 fathoms? 7 0 ‘TRANSLATOR, - ÿ 
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of that country * has written. | & ‘Amon ngh 
ce the natural curiofities of this territory, 
: Stahl a ‘ the 


‘€ formed that at York: Town-in Viréinia à ina thé 
‘ bank of York river, there are. different ftrata of 
‘¢ fhells and earth; one ‘above another, which. feem 
ft to point out that the country there has under- 
‘ gone feveral changes, that the fea has for a fuc- 
ceffion of ages occupied the place where dry land 
‘* now appears, and that the ground has been fud- 
ff denly raifed at various. periods... What a change 
“would it make in the country below, fhould the 
‘ mountains at Niagara, by any accident, be cleft 
*¢ afunder, and a paflage fuddenly openedito drain 
‘ off the waters of lake Erieiand the upper,lakes ! 
‘ While ruminating on thefe fubjeéts, I haye often 
‘ been hurried away by Fancy, and led to imagine 
*© that what is now the bay of Mexico was once a 
‘ie champaign country, and that from the point or 
$4 cape of Florida, there was a continued range of 
.“ mountains through Cuba, Hifpaniola, Porto Ri- 
“co, Martinique, Guadaloupe, Barbadoes and Tri- 
 nidad, till it reached the. coaft of America, and 
“ formed the fhores which bounded the ocean and 
« ewarded ithe country behind: that, by fome con- 
66 vulfion or fhock of Nature the fea, had broken 
6 through thefe mounds and deluged that vaft plain 
a ‘till it reached the foot of the Andes; that, being 


aed there hea ed up bythe trade re always) blow- 
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—* Mr. Filfon, hohe work is lately tanfiatél inte 
French. TRANSLATOR, 
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to thé winding banks, er rather the preci- 


‘* pice of Kentucke, and of the river Dick, 
é merit the firft rank. The aftbnifhed 
eye beholds, almoft on every fide, 3 or 
400 feet: of a calcareous rock, perpendi- 
cularly cut; in fome places a beautiful 
white marble, curioufly fhaped in arches 
or in columns, or piled upon a fine | 
ftone.-for building... Thefe precipices, 
as Fhave already obferved, refemble the 
fides of a deep trench, or a canal, the 
earth around being level, except in the 
courfe of the rivulets, and covered with 
groves of red cedar; you can only crofs 
this river at certain places, one of which 
is worthy of admiration: It is a high- 
fa Way. formed by the buffaloes, and wide 
Per i Dd 3 is inauaté enough 
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ce ing from one ‘quarter, it nad feud its slay panty 
‘6 as it continues to do, through the gulph between 
és Florida and Cuba, carrying with itthe loom and 
© fand it may have fcooped from the country it 
ft had occupied, part of which it! may have depo« 
- 4 fited on the fhores of North America, and with 

« part formed the banks of the Newfoundland. 


+4 But thefe are only the vifions of Fancy.” The 


Tranflator adds, but they are the fublime vifions of 
“4a great and enlightened mind. TRANSLATOR. 
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‘senough for waggons, dn’ ay gentle: lope} 
«¢ fromthe fummit of the foot. of. wovery” 
«4. fleep-ethinence, clofe) to the uriver: above’ 
7 , Lees*lowni? ata ; HE NY > 

Bat Jet us confult: Don déco d'El 
already foscelebrated by ‘his Voyages sche 
is the «author of the above-mentiondd Spa* 
nifh. book. entitled, Noticias: inericanas, 
in which he gives very curious and«minute 
defcriptions :of all. Spanith Americas’ In 
the article P am going to:tranflate;) henbe2 
gins by remarking a very fenfble différence. 
between the mountains in America, fituatà 
ed under the torrid zone; and thof we ob 
ferve in other parts cf the globe ;»for.al- 
though the height of the ‘latter be often 
very confiderable, as the ground «rifles, gra- 
dually, and their çonibined. fummits form 
immenfe countries, they who inhabit them 
may be ignorant of their - elevation above 
the level of the {ea ; whereas thofe.of Ame- 


rica being feparatedyand, fo tofpeak, cloven 


their whole height, give inceflantly:\the 
idea, and even the meafure of their. prodi- 
& gious altitude. . ‘ In this part of the world, 
4 adds : ens the earth is interfeéted by pro- 

se found _ 
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«; found strenches .(quebradas). of: avery 
“confiderablé width, fince they form: the 
#6; feparation-of the mountains from each. 
‘ other, and form frequently an opening, 
‘of more than: two leagues, at the upper 
.ffipartofithem. This fpace becomes con- 
és-tratedin proportion as they are more 
Sor lefs profound; andiit'is inthe bottom — 
‘of this: kind ‘of vallies that the rivets 
** flow, which almof regularly occupy the 
‘6 middle, leaving an equal extent of levèl 
© ground on each fide of them. But what 
**.is moft remarkable, äs, that the angles 
or finuofities formed by thefe:rivers, cor- 
-firefpond ‘perfectly with thofe-we obferve 
> to theiright and left in the fegments 6f 
6) thefe: mountains ;:fo that if we could at 


¢ once bring together. the two fides: of thefe —- 


fé walliés;; we fhould. have a folid maf, 
 swithout any interruption, ‘ The tivers 

“:purfue:theirocourf in: thefe ‘émbank- 
«4 ments, :umtidithey reach: the: plain, and 
ff: from thence the:ocean.:: Inlthis lattér 
#4 Part.ofitheir career, their bed is not deep, 
and their bottom) is nearly ‘on ra -levêl 
“with the ed Thus it: may in- general 
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| i*habe. semarked,, that, the more. lofty the 
Lee mountains of. the Cordelliers, the:more 
66 profound i is the bed of the. rivers: SFR 


<< flow. through their. vallies.’*. 
Le In. the province of Angaras,, amongft 


ET the. dufus Nature, with which thefe coun- 


sé tries. abound, there is one which: me- 


_ -rits particular attention. This province, 


§* which is a dependency of Guancavelica, 


_§ is divided into. feveral departments ; in 
.. one of -thefe departments, called. Conaica, 


ec is, the {mall village, of Finas, fituated at 


© nine leagues .diftance from Conaica. 
| ee About midway between them, is a moun- 
** tain known by the name of Coro/unta : 
fon arriving at the foot of, this moun- 


‘ tain, you enter into a cleft; or if you 


_ will, an opening, through: which flows 
_# the rivulet of Cbapllancas ; this rivulet 
“enters an embankment. the breadth of 
At which is from twenty to five-and-twenty 
“ feet, and, its height. upwards of forty ; 
5 Without being. perceptibly; wider. at the 
mu fuperior than the. inferior | part.» + This 


KE BPs. which is occupied . in. its. whole 


iff. HAS by, the ftream, forms,/the .only 


comnmi= 


CO 


4s 
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‘communication that exifts between Vinas. 
and Cofaica. You can only crofs the ri- 
“verinthofe places where, as I havealready 


faid, the opening is twenty feet broad, 
and you até obliged to crofs it nine times, 
taking ‘advantage of thofe places where 
it departs a little from the rock, which 
only happens where it has formed fome 


“finuofities ; for when its courfe is dire@, 
itexatly fills the opening through which 


it pafles.» ‘This trench is formed out of 


the live rock, and with fo much regula- 


rity, that all the prominent parts of 


ohe fide, correfpond perfeétly with the 


recipient parts or indentures of the other 
in its whole height; infomuch that it 


veka is ni for a canal cut exprefs- 


sph had been pére with fo com- 
splété‘a fymmetry, ‘as that the two ‘fides 
might exactly © fit ‘each other, without 
leaving thé fmalleft interftice between 


therbi There is no danger in travelling 


this road, for the ‘rock is too folid to 


give any apprehenfion’ of ‘its crumbling, 
bisa 7 fall river is not rapid enough 
j 66. ' te 
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££ to endanger» Boats ; yet it. is : dificult to 


‘+, fupprefs: a fentiment of terror, on finds - 


* ing yourfelf engagedan this narrowigaps 
pat two fides of which, from their,per+ 
| feét-correfpondence, prefent the;idea of 
s.acbox half opened for. eh pig kin 
ff always ready to clefe upon you.” à 
eff The: cavity -] shave: -been .defcribing 
“ 4s\ fa much the more worthy our obfer+ 
f*yation,) as at may be looked) upon as a 


#8 model, or ‘example of: awhat the’ vallies of | 


#4; the: Cordilleras have been, when’ in their 
# qnigin they did not exceed the depth of 
4fythiss, for their: fides, which now forma 
fa; gentle’ flope, were then doubilefs. per 
# péudicularly: cut; and: it) was not until 
£6 the waters undermined: them)toa great 
£e, depth, that the upper parts | being over- 
$6 loaded, have fucceflively crumbled down: 
#, This ,analogy is even confirmed bythe 
#6 decay to be obferved in the :embanks 
«8 ment formedby the Chapllancas ; a wafte 
ge rh by: the» flow and: {ucceflive 
$$ effeét -of the! rains:and'froft, sand the 
parece produced by the fun, but:which 
seasolele denfible there than elfewhere,:be- 
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‘£: caufe the: rock is : harder;»mote:olid, 
‘ and, mores continuous,-not being) aaters 
« rupteduby vany bed» of:earth;:.0r other 
“; matterealily to be diffolved-or crumbled: 
“, Every ithing’ therefore leads to a cons 
¢clufiony that'the waters alone have forms 
‘ed: this canal in the form we now: fee it; 
Sand that they. will. continue to augment 
“its depth, fince we know that time alone 
$¢-is fuflicient to reduce the hardeft ftone 
“to x fineiand almoft imperceptible fand; 
and that this progrefsis already difcover: 
‘6 able from the little fragments of) ftone 
 vifble at the bottom of the river, as well 
_ as from thofe it carries to the plains 
¢¢ when, finding a more extenfive range, it 
begins to enlarge its furface.” : 
6 Whether wer attribute the origin of 
sé this canal to: the friction of the waters 
# which have gradually. deepened iit, or 
4) whether we fuppofe the mountain to have 
been rentiaffunder by an earthquake, fo 
{as to open: a new paflage for this. river 
«, which flowed antecedently in another di- 
- rections it is fill certain that fuch an 
Sx ala can not/have exifted at: the epe- 
dogs ‘ cha 
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cha immediately fubfequent. to the des: 
luge. > It is the fame with refpect.to the. 
larger embankments of this kind, known. 


by the name of Quebradas, and which are 
frequently to be met with in the upper 


partof South America. It is evident that 
they have been formed equally by the la 


bour of the:waters ; for on the one hand, 


we know thatthe rapidity of their cur- 


rent is capable of wrenching,off {tones 
“of ‘an ‘extraodinary ; fize; and, an \the 
other, we: have «manifeft proofs of, the 


continual effort: made by them to:deepen 


“their bed; an effort the.traces of which 
‘are difcovered in the huge blocks they 


have formed into the fhape of dice, or 
cubes, as often as the rocks oppofe too 


much exiftance to them to:admit of their 
dividing and clearing away the whole ex- 


tent of the bottom on which they exercife 
their activity.. In the river of J/uchaca, 
near the village of that name, is a large 


‘mafs of ftone, of a regular {quare form, 
*¢andeach fide of which may. be, above five 
“and thirty:or forty. feet. . When the wa- 
terssare low, » it -rifes; five-and-twenty 


“ feet 
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‘6 feet above their level. > But: to;account 
‘ for the form of thefe large cubic mañes, 
‘6 as well'as of other {maller ones, which 
are’ often’ to: be found in the bed of ri= 
“© vers, and which are’all regularly fhaped, 
** we muft fuppofe that the waters have fuc- 
‘© ceflively torn and wrenched off the rocks 
“by which they were furrounded,..thus 
ce leaving them fingle, and ifolated, in. their 
“e prefent form; but this only until..the 
«* beds of the rivers ‘becoming deeper and 
deeper,” the waters meet at their, bafes 
‘¢ with fome veins of earth or other mat- 
ter eafy of diffolution ; for in that cafe 
‘they will undermine and. unfet them, 
# (fo'to fpeak) fo as one day to difplace 
“ them entirely: and hurry them, along. 
“ Thefe maffes, once in motion, will {hock 
‘«¢ either thofe on the: banks, thofe they 
“© meet with in the bed even of the ri- 
“ ver, which breaking and being reduced 
“ to various mafles of lefs demenfion, will 
"Be the more eafily drifted. Such is with. 
“© out doubt’ the origin of all thofe {tones 
ee We fee! under: the water,'or on the banks, 
© fore of which are very fmall, and. others 
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& fo ehormous, that no human effort ?s 
ét able to remove them. As toithe extra’ 
éordinafy profundity tof thofe valties* or 
ce Qnebradas, one example will be -fuffie 
«Gent to pive anidéa of it: The towri 
* of Géanvelica is built in a valley forma 
“4 ed by different chains of mountains’; | 
ét the barometer there ftands at eightéen 
‘© inches,’ one line and an half (this mean 
‘tterm is taken between eighteen inches 
“and a quarter, and eighteen inches one 
‘¢ third, which form the greateft variation 
‘¢-of the Barometeriat’ that place) ; accord: 
€ ing to this height of the mercury, the 
<¢ elevation above the level of ‘the {ea 
<< fhould be 1949 toifes. On the fum- 
mit of the mountain in which is the 
té nine Of Afogüès, à {pot {till habitable, 
© and which is itfelf as much lower than 
“other adjacent heights, astitisvhigher 
6 than the town of Guwanvelica, the mer! 
# cury only ftands at: fixteen inches juft, 
“which gives 2337 toifes above the level 


LC ¢ of the fea, and about 500! toifés for the. 


é  dépth of the Quebrada, or valley of Guan- 


ée ree which feems to be no other than 
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“the deepened bed: of the river We now 
| @fee-flowing through the middle ofit™ 

- Aftet fo many obfervations on the ‘extra! 
érdintty effects of the waters, have Wwe’hot 
fome foundation for fappofins that the: ‘Nak 
tural Bridge is alfo their produaion; and 
ought we not to repard it as 4 fort df 2108 
brada? When the vallies of the’ Apälas 
chians were only vaft lakes, in which the 
waters were retained” prifoners, this little 
valley, whofe depth they traverfe; may have 
ferved as a partial refervoir, wherein they | 
have remained even after thofe of the large 
vallies made their efeape. The mafs of the 
rock out of which the Natural Bridge. is 
excavated, may have ferved them as a bars 
rier, but whether it be that they have not 
rifen to the fummit of the rock, or whe- 
- thers they. fucceeded more eafily in fapping 
the lower part of it; they willin either cafe à 
“have left fubfifting that immenfe gap which 
form the arch fuch as we. now fee it. Je 
would be ufelefs, and perhaps rath, to.en= 
deavour minutely to explain: the mannèr in 
which the bending of this vault has been 
‘fo regularly traced out 5. but the çaufe once 

 underftood, 
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underftood, all the eflegts,» however _ varied, 
and however aftonifhing they. MAY; PRET 
muft have the fame origin. We “may ebs 


ferve befides, that the greateft, bend of this 
vault correfponds with the angle formed by. 
the valley in this place, infomuch that the’ 
sock feems to have been the more worked 
upon, as the effort of the ‘waters have et 
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I leave every one. at at mi to, pl, “Luc be 
conjeétures as he porta *, and ars have 


_ Bid | 


* Mr. effer fon, ater {peaking of the above fat 
of the Spanith author, differs from him ‘and ‘from 
the Marquis de Chaftellux, in their reifoning | on 
ét. Don Ulloa inclines to ie opinion, “that” this 
a channel has been effected by the wearing of the 
“ water which runs through it, rather than, that the 
‘ mountain fhould have been breken open by any 
de convulfion of Nature. : But if it had been ‘worn 

“by the running of the water, would not the rocks, 
*¢ which form the fides, have been worn plane ? ory 
és if, meeting in fome parts: owith veins of , harder; 
6 ftone, the water shad. left prominences. oh one, 
4e fide, would not the famecaufe have-fometimes, 
Oger, perhaps generally, occafioned, prominencesi.ont 
*¢ the other fide alfo? Yet Don. Ulloa. tells us; 

# tsar the ic pe arealways — 
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ha i ty defign has been lefs to éx- 
plain this prodigy of Nature, than to de- 
fcribe it with fuch acétracy as to énable the’ 


Teathed + to! 1e "M a bt? mgs tl on the “fab= 
Ce ie 


% tne chti, hdd that thefe sly wii thi AR 
“ nences. fo pefedtly, that were. «the two fides to 
€ comie together, théy would fit in all their inden - 
pe tures, “without. leaving” any void. ‘I think that 
‘ this does not refeitible the fe of rünning wa- 
“ ter, but looks rather as if the two fides bad part- 
= ed afunder. . The fides of the break, ‘over which 
_66 is the Natural Bridge of Virginia, confift ofa veiny 
** rock which yields 16 time, the correfpondence 
se between the Jatient abe earn inequalities, 


-” 


3. break has rhe divaheaye of thé ‘he deferibed by 
se Don Ulloa. in i its fineit circumftance, no portion 
fe ‘in that inftance having held’ together, during the 
4 fey aration of the other | parts, fo as to forma bridge 


F ‘ over thé abyfs. mate Cah ‘TRANSLATOR. 
“4 Gerd rs ‘ ot, ee ae ‘ 


* They who vif to. “AS SUR isteach the. 
- NatéralBtidge -muft not judge of the ground plan 
of it, from the afpeét prefented by its fegments in 
“the two landfcapss which are engraved. The 
ground over which travellers pafs is almoft level ; 
“but ‘the ‘parapets formed by the rocks are. notfo; 
befides that their declivity:is exaggerated by an op- 
tical effedt, the. views having: ‘beer ‘taken from the 
hanks of the rivulet, and very n eat the bridge.” dE 
Von. II, ; Re | NOTE. 
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| ore the: RE was far “advanced whieh I 
‘vilited the Natural Bridge, and it was then the sotlh 
of April, I do not recolleét having fee 2 fwallOw 

. of any kind. Mr. Le Baron de ‘Turpin « did t not go 
othither till the 1 sth. of May, by which {ne the rar 
tins, which ¢ ‘appear. later. than the fwallows, à had’ h ‘had 
“time to. arrive ; but x have reafon to think that the 


bird he here. deferibes, i is no other ‘than, . the final 


lew with the white rump, and which is is iniproperly 
ealled, a martin in fome provinces “of Frances | 
<a fhall take this opportunity to vobferve, t À at t the 
Kart called in. America a, martin “(martinet) 4 is a 
peculiar. fpecies,. not known. in Enrope, a oa wh ich 


23s no where. defcribed, not.even in Cate DD 
aif he’ means. this bird, in. ‘ff eaking © Ei 
“martin, which he calls the purple m martin %, my “Unfor- 
otunately I am not fo able as I could with to ‘fap- 


»ply this deficiency. Many. reafons. hai bave’ ‘prevented 
me from ‘profiting ‘by my refidence in 1 America by 
abandon ng myfelf to fach obfervations as the tri- 
“fling ee ete T have’ gained of shatural hiftory 
“would” have allowed me to make. An fat, the lit- 
à tle room affigned à even adios eee rm mon d tranf- 
Moy ND Hay ‘ton Tia «(porting 
#ÿ LT NE . a Be nein CCC pe ta al) L oe rer 
gues Sans a Swedifh traveller, who has.certainly not ‘been 
fparing of details, {peaks very, fuccinétly of this. bird: 4 
-“even-obferves that the dsmale.i is, “not, of ey fame colo wi é 
- male, and, fer s 10, € confound it it “with | Burope: dl 
_ ealls athe nghifh mprting | + AUD mé” frp 213. German 
“Editon tions } il ,40V 
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porting their effe&ts, on.our departure from Europe, 
did not allow me.to’carry,any more books than 
were neceflary, for the political and military know 


| ledge, of. the continent, where I was.going to make 
Wary. and. it: “was beyond. my powers to work from 


memory, and after my own ideas ; befides that I had 
conceived an erroneous notion that every thing was 
already known, and written on a country fo well 


. underftood and fo much frequented as North Ame- 
PACH, ; 5 found, too late however, that I was de- 


ceived; the. little. faccefs attending my efforts to de- 
tive fome advantage, either from my own curiofity, 
or from. the. information of. fome perfons I em- 


* ployed, have . convinced. me, that it would even 


now. be of great ufe to fend a little caravan, com- 


. pofed, of naturalifts, geographers and defi igners, to 


America. But. whilft this project, . which has al- 


.xeady-beën. propofed,; is carrying into execution, I 
hall here, fabmit. a. few. obfervations I: have made 


on the. martin. of America. _ 


This. bird. differs: from our European martin in 


its. form, : its. -colour. and ‘its manners; in. its form, 
_as its. body i 1s. pretty large, and fimilar to that of 


. Many ¢ other. birds. of different {pecies, fach, as the 


< 


ee 


blackbird and, the. Aarling : in its colour, becaufe if 
_ the male besquite black. like, other martins, the fe. 


. male das of a cindery grey; ajlittle clearer than that 
of our female blackbird,: whilft its breat’ is of a 
dirty and mixed white; tinits manners, for. that in- 
-ftead: ef being wild ike jqur martin, itis {ill more 
ais: “and more. dometties if: poffible, : than our 
ct - shimney,fialtow ‘ ete “Americans: have an almoft 
is | fuperftitio us 
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fuperftitious | ‘refpedt’ for théfe birds; not onlysde 
they prepare ‘for them) at the commiéncémeritiof the 
‘{pting, © ‘earthen pots I like thofe we affix’to our wills 
‘to attra& the fparrows, but they fufpend; beneath the 
Bete of the roof, little cages For them ‘to*build 
in, ‘The more credulous of the “Americans fay that 
tele birés bring good Jück to the houfes that they 
‘vifit ; the rhoft ferifible’ imagine: ‘they are ufeful; not 
~ only i in deftroying the flies Which are very trouble- 
fome i in fummer, but becatife by their boldnefs and 
| their cfies ‘they drive away the birds of preyj/ when 
they come to attack the’ poultry. © "Théfe animals 
are fo familiar, that with a little: adroitnefs, one 
“may take them with the hand; theif! fong lis far 
removed froth the difagreeable cry: of out’martin ; 
it refembles rather that of the: ‘chimney fwallow,’ but 


is much mote melodious: I never faw them but at 


. Hberty, for T coñfefs that having a hundred times 
. yefolved to kill at leaft one or two ofthem, that I 

‘might infpeét them more narrowly, I ‘never had the 
‘courage ; fo much did I’ refpe&t the kind hofpitality 
afforded “HS and which: oe i with mit îme 
. ¥do-not know vey Catefby. jui this ee the 
EP purple martin, for I have never obferved: the flighteft 
-* fhade of that colour in their wings; thofe 6f-the 
“male are of the moft beautiful black; and as Phave 
already faid,-thofe of’ the female are’ of à “eindèry 
~ grey upon the back, and the belly is white, mixed 
‘with grey. If this bird was not a bird of paflage, | 
and a bird, which like all-thofe of the farhefpecies, 
i mutt travel oi A ‘it OEM Patr sente, | 
thay 
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that in approaching the tropics: it aflumes . a purple 
colour: For -we remark.’ a. fenfible difference i in the 
irianner-in:which different birds, of the. fame fpecies, 
are coloured as.they approach’ nearer the tropics, or 
the: equinogtialline..- The humming-birds we fee. 
in Virginia, and: which. _proceed_even into, Pentyl- 
vania andthe! Jérfeys, are of a grey: colour, and 
their neck alone difplays the colours of the ruby, 
whilft:thofe of. Guiana and Brazil difplay, in their 
whole:plumage, that brilliancy which Nature has 
beftowed only partially upon the others, No. fpe- 
cies would furnifh. more examples of. this progref. | 
fion ‘in brillianey and integrity. of colours than that 
of the ftarling; were not thefe. birds emigrants, and. 
. could:we but know with accuracy: from. what coun~ 
‘ try thofe fwarms arrive which we fee in the fpring.. 
The moft beautiful variety of thefe fpecies is the 
black ftarling, called the d/ackdird in America : when’ 
_perched'hé-appears quite. black,. but in the folds of 
= his wings he has: feveral feathers of. a very. lively: 
red, but fhaded withal,-fo as to be compared only 
‘to the:carbuncle; and, in his flight, his brilliant cos 
lours produce an ‘effe& fo much the. more agrec=. 
> able as at'is unexpeéted. Another. variety. imme-~ 
i diately: follows; An thegrey farling, which. has alfos 
: feveral réd feathers, ; ‘but: fewer-in number,, and of a 
ovefs lively reds'\a-thitd: isof a brown colour inclini: 
‘ing! to: ‘rédy fomethingilike. the henspheafant : : it has 
:-alfo-in the-fold/of-the wings three:feathers LA ie 
| red; But’ OF à ‘gloomy xed; and without, éclât; a 
fourth fpécies; ‘in’ fhort,;) would be abfolutely. fimilar 
e oe our Buropean ‘flarlings ‘had it not,: at the. fold of: 
A E e a the 
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the wing, three or four: scddith: feathers, Mere fem, 
to atteft its American origin, and may be) regarded, 


as the facings of-an incomplete uniform, but-which.. 


is fufficient to imdicate to what army. thisdegion be. 


longs. “There is every reafon to believe,:that, if we 


could afcertain from whence thefe birds come, which 


appear only at’ the commencement of the -fpring, 
throughout’ North America; and, even) in» Virgi- 
nia and Carolina, we fhould ;be able to determine 


that the greater-or lefs. brilliancy of their feathers. 


is owing to the greater or lefs height iof latitude 
they inhabit during the winter... We read in natural. 


hiftory that the flarling is not @ bird of paffage.;. 


this may be true of European ftarlings, but. can. 


affirm, that from Bofton to the bay of Chefapeak, I, 


have never feen one arrive butat the end.of winter... 

Thave not fpoken of a fort of ftarling notimen- 
tioned in the natural hiftory of Buffon;but which: 
is to be feen in the King'of France’s cabinet, sand.is 
defcribed by Catefby ; itis with this however I fhould 
have begun, as being the bird which has led me to. 


this long digrefion, It is called in America the far/-. 


ing crow. ‘This bird is a great deal larger than other 
ftarlings, and on confidering its beak,, one is tempt- 
ed to rank it with the jackdaw ; but. there. is. no 
doubt of its being: a real: ftarling, | of which it has 
the cry and the manners ; it dwells in marfhes,:and 
mixes with all the: fpecies of flarlings. I have men- 
tioned. Its colour is: of a mixed, and-:changeable 
red, which affords, according to the manner in which, 
it is enlightened, bluifh and :purple. fhades :.now 
itis probable énough that thefe birds, whofe colour. 
4$ 
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3s originally black, may Paty from the vicinity of 
the fun, thefe purple “or ‘blue: fhades-whichwe: re 
mark in thé ‘ftarling crow’; and -in,this- cafe. it. is. 
poffible that the purple martin. of Catefby may, ex 
ift’ it? South Carolina; though I have never feen it 
int ‘Virginia + but? it* would fill. be difficult to ex= 
plain why this martin,’ whofe-origin muft be. more 
fouthierly; ' fhould-not extend his emigration as. far 
as’ Viroinia and Penfylvania ; for-though we have: 
Obferved> that ftatlings are -birds of paflage in 
America, their emigrations muft be diftinguifh- 
ed from-thofe of the -fwallows .and the. mar- 
tins. There is a great appearance that the ftarlings 
content themfelves with retiring in winter to the 
neighbourhood of the lakes and’ rivers. which 
abound ‘between the’ Pacific ocean and Atlantic, 
from 35 to 33 degrees of latitude. It is enough 
for them, in fat, to avoid the froft which would 
hinder them from finding fubfiftence in the marthes ; 
whereas’ the fwallows muft return to countries 
where volatile infeéts do not ceafe to flutter in the 
air déting” the winter. The following. obferva- 
‘tion however was made by Mr. Fleming, Chief 
Juftice: tof "Virginia, a man woithy of credit, .and 
réfpéétable in every put of-view ; he. affared Mr: 
: Jefferfon, that on a winter’s day, as he was occus 
“pied ‘in ‘foperintending the felling of fome trees 
on a fpot he was about to fow, he. “was fur- 
| prized to fee fall, with’a large cleft. oak, a great num- 
> ber r ‘of ‘ingens? which had: taken | refuge and were 
| saindabadarene crevices) of the tree, as bats are 
fo und'in ‘holes: ‘of np bod fates: nes this 
eee ay DA Loi e 4: Aa Gh fa, 
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fact, which itis difficult to-conteft, : dena Soe LS 


tins do: not emigrate like-,quails.and ftorks ; oronly 
that. a lazy, troop, of: .thefe-birds,, ‘having delayed 
their.departuze,tog long, were furprized by, th¢ froft, 
and, compelled.to feck an afylum for the winter? 
- Since.:i have fuffered myfelf to be led:info the:difs 
cnffion, of, fubje@s .xelatiye ta. natural hiftorys <I 
fhall not, terminate, this long note without: adding 
another: article, on which however I: can throw no 
new. light, as:it. bas.been treated. by the Count de 
Buffon ; ;-but)wwhere I fhall have the fatisfaétion at 
Jeaft of, confirming, . by irrefragable | proofs;: what 
was revealed to him.by mere dint. of. genius: alone ; 3 
happy, to. find at.once the opportunity of renders 
ing a,particular homage to the moft illuftrious man 
of the age, and of boafting of that friendthip. which 
has fo long connected us; a friendfhip already. of an- 
cient date, fince it is coeval with my, admiration: of 
his immortal works,, We know. that one.of-the moft 
interefting articles of the. hiftory of quadrupeds, is 
that.of the. opoffum...Obfervation difcovered. that 
the female. ot this animal -has under: its, belly. a 
fort of pouch in which. it carries its young ones ; 
that they are never. feen out. of this pouch, before 
they. are able: to. run. about, and feck. their ‘food, and 
that they remain, until, that, period, always attached: 
to their mother’s. teat : but. ignorance and crédulity 
had adopted a ali forts of. ridiculous | tales: refpeding 
the manner: in which generation, is. performed be» 
tween. thefe, animals... À: found the opinion, eftablifh- 
ed in. Virginia, even, amongit phyficianss that: the: 
young of, iad ap came out of their mother’s 
5 belly 
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belly bythe cteats. Their extreme fmallnéfs, at the 
moment of their birth; alone °could’ give fanétion 


to this opinion, . whiclr “anatomy would fo eafily - 


have belied, on the! flighteft: ‘attention, My  firft 
occupation in the winter of 1781 to 1782 was to 
procure: fomeof thefe animals, and have them dif- 
feed. Mr Robillaid, fitft furgeon to our army, 
and ‘one‘of the moft expert in Francé, was pleafed 
to undettake it, Having diffe€ted a male and female, 
he ‘found the ‘orgaris of generation fimilar to thofe 
of other-quadrupeds, «with this only difference, that 
he obferved a bifurcation in the glans penis of the 
male and the: clitoris of the female, and that he dif- 
covered ih thé matrice of tlie latter a fort of par- 
tition or mediaftine, which divided it into two de- 
partments, but without being continuous enough 
for the: two cavities not to be feparate from each 
other. “This was fufficient to confirm and to ex- 
plain the moft eflential ‘articles of a defcription, 
which Mr. D’Aubenton had an opportunity of taking 


only from one which was preferved in fpirits of wine. 


But Mr. de Buffon, who with admirable fagacity con- 
cluded, that Nature, in forming this animal, had 
roceeded » in a peculiar manner, and given it the 
faculty: ‘of reproducing’ itfelf, intermediately, fo to 
Speak, between that of quadrupeds and that of birds, 
in order that the ‘brevity of geftation might cor- 
refpond with’ their long ‘incubation in the pouch 
they are preferved ifi; Mr. de Buffon added: “ No- 
‘‘ body has obferved the length of thé” geftation of 
* thefe animals, which '‘we prefume to be’ much 
. wad than in ‘ethers; and as ‘this premature 
| 4 exclufion 
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*exclufion isan. example : Singular i in Natory, LE 


«6 .exhort.fuch ;as have the “opportunity “of feein 
FE 4 
6 opoflums, alive i in, their. ative country, x to endea- 


LS | Rita 


<*, .VOUur to, difcover how long the females bear then, 
‘and how, long. allo, after their birth, the’ Re 


‘* remain, attached. +0, the teat before ‘they qui it. 

Pde SOT ut ae 
Be « This. obferya tion, cutIous 1 in ‘ittelf,. may become 
¢s Pat by pointing . out to us pofbly | fome means 


$5 Of -preferying , the lives of children ‘born “before 


<< their, time,””. Here the. ; interpreter, of. Nature, à as ‘it 
often happens ! to Afiatic, drogomans, Was under the 
neceffity. ¢ of. diving i into his mafter’s thoughts before he 
attempted. to exprefs, them : Un intelligible language ; ; 
but. when the interpreter is both minifter and € CON- 


à LH 


fidant, it matters little whether he ‘tranflates or TO.- 


nounces of himfelf ; accordingly, the only appré- 
henfion, I had was of not being able to procure ! the 
means neceffary to prove to the Americans a truth 
of which} was _myfelf thoroughly perfuaded. ’ "For 
to attain this objet, it was neccffary that tame ¢ opof= 
fams fhould ihe, ie PEN to fur im “this dome! 
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pas nobody i in n this. country had eve HR ht a 
rearing. one, and we could only « She thofe + augh 
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by the foldiers 3 in the woods. ah had poñed one, 
which was become, Very. familiar, “but. sip had” fent. 14% 
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$2 the. Comte. de Buffon, i in ‘the frigate, ed Hirmoï 
“the, Comte,de la ‘Touche, who, ‘commanded dit,” av 
ing, been | fo, kind as, ta “charge, b himfelf with: fevers! 


fos Sd} y 


xa, an other objects. oft natural hifory à 


Y Othe Hp À 


3 


NORTH-AMERICA. 427. 
ed to fend to Europe. But chance fortunately . 
fupplied me better than I could have been byall 
my endeayours : The Chevalier d’Aboville, Briga- 
‘dier des Armees, du Roi, and commander of our ar+ 
tillery, availing himfelf of our prefent flate of re- | 
pofe, | employed, in augmenting his knowledge in, 
phyfics and natural hiftory,: the fame talents, and. 
the fame activity which had been of fuch emi- 
nent fervice during the campaign. He reared at 
his houfe feveral animals, and amongft others a 
female opoffum, which he had the good fortune to 
fee conceive, become a mother, and bring up her 
young in his own houle, nay even in his own cham- 
ber. I cannot do better than tranfcribe the obferva- 
tion he made, and with which he has been pleafed 
to favour me. 

‘¢ The opoffum, fays he, is more timid than un- 
tractable, and very readily becomes tame. I had a 
fhe one fometime before I could get a male. At 
firit the appeared to be afraid of him; and, to avoid 
a quarrel, I tied up the new comer in a box near 
my chimney... The female enjoyed the full liberty 
ef the chamber, where fhe had likewife a box from 
whence fhe’ came, out only at night to eat, and 
drink: and void herfelf. The evening of the fecond 
day, after the arrival of the male, whilft I was . 
writing befote my fire, I faw the female advance 
flowly.towards the box in which was the male, 
run sunder emy bed, come towards the box, 
and. return, advancing each time a little nearer, 
and. at length, become hardy enough to enter the 
bbe of the male, who,. inftantly, threw himfelf 
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upon ‘her with’ hich precipitation, “that Having his » 


thérto ‘obferved him very indifferent; I concluded : 
qt ‘arofe from anger. T drew her out, “artd'beat 


him: “A few ‘minutés © after “the returned toc the : 


“chargé, and the ‘male ‘heating her approach, came : 


aut of his box, and’ the’ length of the cord allow- 


ng him’to join her onthe ‘middle of the: hearth, : 
‘he fell'upon' her with the fame*impetuofity,’andt 
foon perceived, that as the female was notafraid, T 
ought not to meddle with their affairs. She'was - 
-fquatted, and the male upon her, with? all his feét - 
-refting on the ground, and both cof them'in a ftate 


of pérfe& immobility.” Iregarded them in this-po-’ 
fition near halfan hour; I paffed ‘my ‘finger between - 
them, and could perceive that. there was no intro- 

miffion. My prefence did not feem to’ embarrafs ! 


‘them, ‘in the leaft; but that nothing might interrupt 
‘them, IT went to bed. : The fire-before which Idefe 
“them, gave Jight enough for me to obferve thein, : 


which’ I continued: to do for above half an “hôur 
in bed, and'faw them ‘fill ‘remain Gnimoveable. - 


Tclofed my eyes for a few moments, and the female: . 


had mountéd on my bed “1 carrefled her, and pal 


ing ‘my hand. towards ‘her ‘pofteriors, found ‘them: 


- wet; from whence I concluded, ' that: notwithftand-> 
- Ing appearances, the actof copulation had ‘been fully” 


4 


compleated, and the next day: found fomefpets 
: upon'the floor, whichwere afecond proof ofits But 
: Ewas foon. confirmed in miy opinion, by the change: 
“lL perceived in the:pouch of: the females’. Theycôu- 
+ pled'ôn the 4th of: “February, “and-ten. “days” “after E 
’ “fomarked that ithe édge of the orifiéé of the pouch! 
‘sap | was 
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wads rather thicker, ithis. appeared, mérefenfbly the 
following days, -arid ‘I, obferved that’the: “pouchalfo 
became larger; and its aperture: more-wideñed than 
-before. | Fhe -nightiof the 20th, that isto fay, thir- 
teen days.after: the copulation, the did not leave-the 
“box tilkthe night was far-advanced, atid) then only 
- to-eatj and drink, atid -void- herfelf, afterrwhi¢h: fhe 
" réturned immediately to her box, fo. that I had not 
“time: that-day to continue to obferve the progrefs 
of thé’lteration in’her pouch. The fourteenth day 
towards: the evening; feeing that fhe did not come 
out of her. box, L'put my hand into it, ‘which ‘fhe 
greatly earreffed, licking’ it, and gnawing ‘it very 
- gently; fhe embraced my fingers with her little hands, 
and endeavouriig to rétain mine when Î attempted 
to withdraw it; 1 gave her fomie piéces ‘of meat, 
which fhe ate, continuing: to carefs my hand, ‘ahd 
feeing that {ie could not retain it; the determined to 
_ follow.it, and came out of her box {till keeping hold 
‘of my finger. I was anxious to examine the pouch, 
- andthe change I perceived in it, convinced me that 
[had -loft much in having miffed obferving it one 
- day, and that I had fuffered the moft intérefting:mo- 
ment to éfcape. : This pouch which had been gra- 
: dually widening the preceding days, was then al- 
-moft-clofed; prefenting only. a mall round: aper- 
"ture, ;in the middle.of a cavity: fimilar to. a navel. 
- The: orifice: of it was tather moift, and ‘the hair 
~ round the: orifice. was wetted with a-glairy humour 
“common to the anus and the vaginas, Ir feemed ‘to 
+ méas if T could fill, have! been able to: introduce. 
Haars: my fingers inte the pouch; -but “To thoughe 
that 
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that ei: could not.be effeted pres ds the | 


_pañage,.and. hurting. it, perhaps. too, without de= 
oftroying, the,.delicate embryos. it contained, |The 
_ fifteenth, day, whether it Was, that my impatience 
got the better, of my, fears,, or. whether the orifice 
. of, the.pouch, was, really more open. than. the, day 
before, I. introduced, .my finger, and. found, . at thé 
bottom. of the pouch, a little round body, which, ap 
-peared to, be of. about the. fize. of a pea... The.mo+ 
thery» who. had before allowed. me, without, much 
difficulty to put my.fingers in her pouch,. now. be- 
game very unquiet, and endeavoured, to efcape, which 
prevented, me from examining: with. fufficient accu- 
racy to afcertain whether. the. body. was, fpherical, 


whether it... was. adherent,. and if. there were. feyeral 


of them; but ; it appeared to.me adherent, and fituat- 
ed on-one fide, of the pouch, «from. whence: I cons 
cluded that, there was.a fecond. upon t the other fides 


‘The fixteenth. night. the only came out to.eat, and 


returned immediately. The feventeenth. day, in the 
evening,...fhe,.came . out,.. and. 9n..examining _ her 
- pouch, 1 found two. bodies fituated. at the bottom, 
1he-one. befide, the .other,. and adherent to, the body 
of the «mother; their: volume did not exeeed. that 
| of a pea,-and.asfar as L.could judge of their form, 
«by thetouch, it appeared to. me to refemble that. of 
a fig; with«the fmall,.end- implanted. in. a bafe of 
. the form of a fegment. of a fphere, and; exhibited 

to.the finger, incqualities upon. its furface. ...Al- 
though. L: had felt.only.two. bodies, I. had. no. doubt. 


of this. pouch: containing. a greater..number.. «The 


“exearréie day, after the copulation;: confequently 
the 
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the twelfth’ ‘Of the 'refidence” of ‘the: Young in the 
pouch, “I Began to feel them move under the’finger, 
“and a mônth after the fecond epocha, à Tilcould 
“plainly difcover them on ‘half opening the ‘pouch. 
Fi ifteen days’ later, it remained naturally open enough 
“to fee them’ freely : and at the end of two months, 
“the “female” lying down, ‘and’ the ‘opening ‘of ‘the 
“pouch being” in ‘a more lax fituation than when ‘the 
“walked, the young ones ‘were’ partly” ‘out of the 
SUR and might eafily be: RON : they were ta 
the Hômtke of fix, all holding to me mother by a 
canal which enters the maw of the young ‘one, 
and which cannot be withdrawn, but by fuch viow 
lence‘as might deftroy it, if this fhould happen at an 
éarly period; for the young one is then unable’ to 
take’ hold again of the teat. But when fix weeks old, 
it can refume it by ftrong fu@ion, the apertureat the 
end of the muzzle being barely large enough to: re- 
ceive the pap, which is about two lines in length, and 
the fize of thé fecond or third cord ofa violin. ‘The 
opoffam notwithftanding has a very wide maw, but 
‘as it remains attached to the mother, Nature has 
joined the two jaws by a membrane, which dries 
“up and difappears as foon as the young one is three 
‘months at which term it begins to eat an: to 
1 The number of the young varies greatly’; ; Lhave 
fee females With ten or eleven, others which had 
only five or fix. ‘There are never more paps: thati 
young ones, and when they are weaned; thefe paps 
‘dry up, and detach themfelves, as in other animals + 


‘the umbilical ftring detaches itfelf from the young; 
with 


hate à rétains no. res ir 
teats have been, and: eme ren 
sommes sise in two, | 


dpt a hee ghost be »ell 
= «veyed them into-her pouch, fi ICCE]LVELY 5. ; 
them; for that. is the moft. prop per expref fion, u u 
2 Véopré embryos Re RIRE RAR to eggs.’ : 


. A Y ede Ts % ep y th ; ; 

Sas oper | NME { Vv Hits io VAR } ator 3 dope Midi) ad 
rte. A +: ds a" à ie ÿ } Pre ET Be $ E 3 
e i 4! INITIÉ CAT : ei tons Y EX Hs + be #: 

: ee ea à M 
à ARE E LH à ae 
af À PEN RE Ter dé x 5 ad ah fais She) & Le 
me > LL 4 
À ; 


à à 4 Pa tie elke teh . “os ; © vile 
a wee EN eae $f) Si wore ey a ie 1 af oye ENP TT 
i PARTAGE EON OR ER Wee Wate EIRE is” 


A VU LE ar hid “ne « A Le 
if + * » ot t MTS 
aot ae SEEMS ete. 2 NA De es 4 fase # fees 
au 7 N 141 H et J + 4 MT 6 à EVE I & Tr wily a wh 
: ath mn is “5 
gi Lloret: EN mi Hy Ste | 
: à FT aa AG gout ts - à’ ds 4 EE aw PRES ait : CIS RS: ton MovG iC is? . 
Fi pone ME Mae Me aR EE NE SRS Mr AS OR RS + 
Bah IGS eer OME SEP: Of LMS. 2 Hepa. Te és a « 
= 2 a9 ‘ ay . Aer ate scs + and) ree Ÿ Sy + ay 7 { we * a © 
3 Cae LS thatched. de A6 : ows ¥ Dors: } ‘ 
: ; = * * + Ce 
Mies) DURE oe ree: Sed A ee a fe Pe : roa 
Bop A a MAKE ce SO MAO PISE Be WONT at putas hawew > ’ 
Ps iets 5 yas oe cs M AN & eee oN QE dev mei pos Lu digu: EL : 
Spe KR ree by Mase Pa eR AS RE he! Seas TEA 23 io 4 28. i à 
e14 ‘ ‘ aN , ; » 4 tip ’ 
| | a rte CAC 
oe ee re 4, 4 + | 1F . Fe 
LT Sul aad Se MD lt iy - F NET ; = 
| en CURE GER ST gré ro min af PO 0 
# re ve * © | ANT, K de ale à £ RE - s p- ee ; 
| st ssi ROE cto" totals va riot’ Main dit À poet 
4 # : . 7e ’ 
> ey : ve A i { s de à PA Fa 4 
n wk + hss we + AY Ste. FI F RIE ; ? SV LEG. , 
à 5 - Rete ds 
À fa LA tise nl Lge 453 ie (MTS 2929 Hniviel 5 
- ” 4 : My . 
M ts “et Lies sty I PT MTS TE > pets 5 & vrs Syd be 
à i ete? we Boe IE PR > ad hs "2 bs yale a ie ea 1 é ey 4 VIS 
¢ . LA 
RE Lg er Été DR dtacch-4 lobe M je ho Te oy 4 : 
VAT hae © RON EME SERA RE TL TS ~ gees RP TE. | Di "4 erg 
a od} 3 “ L î : 
i 4 7 £ a 1. 
\ a 
“444 
2 EN 
: : AC 
us 


4 
ere 


] CETTE Me 
RER 
\\\ NN 
AN 
KL 
\\ 
My 
a | | 
1 
> 
\ 
+ ; a 
| à 


2 ay ‘Wii 
ait uit 
A A 


| 
; 
| 


ai que ie 


| 


"4 


Wi 


ii 


veh weft 
MCE 


KR b 


à 


ES 


1 
Uh 


\\ 
\\ 


\ 
A 
\ 

\\\ 


SSS 


TS ANV EAN, 


4) 


NRA 
A 


( 


at 


(UT 


er 


= 


7 
CZ 


SN < « 
ST Se 


=, 


i 


\ 


py 


Ai 


si 


ti 
si 


i} 
À 
3 


W 


RER 
SAAR 


PERSPECTIVE Taken from POINT A. 
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